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Women Working for
a Better Alhambra

A

s the saying goes,
“women hold up
half the world,” and
in our community that is
evident in every aspect of
our city. We find exceptional
women leaders in business,
civic organizations, the City,
educational institutions, and
community service groups.
Perhaps because women have
been making significant contributions to our City since its
inception, we rarely stop and
focus on their achievements,
often accomplished while
managing multiple roles and
responsibilities.
Alhambra is a city led by
women: our city manager, our
police chief, and three of the
five City Councilmembers are
women of distinction, all of

whom have had features within
the pages of this publication.
And as you look around the
city, you see how women have
taken the lead in service and in
business.
Our City’s educational
leadership boasts extraordinary, dedicated women who
are shaping the futures of our
youth. The superintendent
of schools, and our venerated
Ramona Convent and several
professional training schools in
Alhambra are women-led.
To learn about other women
making a difference at all levels
of business and organizations,
look no farther than the pages
of this issue of Around Alhambra, where throughout the issue we are featuring Snapshots
of Alhambra Women Leaders.

$25 million secured for new
Alhambra Community Center

W

hen the State legislature passed its
2022-23 budget at the end of June
that included a historic surplus, Senator Susan Rubio (D-Baldwin Park) celebrated
the good fortune that it included $25 million
from the state budget she fought for. Those funds
will be dedicated to building a new community
center in the City of Alhambra. After a discussion at this year’s State of the City luncheon
with Alhambra City Manager Jessica Binnquist,
the wheels were put in motion to get the funds
to restore the former Shorb Clinic, which was
transferred from the County to the CIty in 2019

with a vision of a community center.
The City of Alhambra will use this funding to
expand recreational and educational opportunities
through the development of a state-of-the-art
25,425 square foot community center in the heart
of the City, while preserving the historic nature of
the 1930 brick building in the Monterey Colonial
Revival architectural style.
“I’m proud that I could work with Alhambra
leaders to bring their vision to life. As a local
councilmember, one of my frustrations was not
being able to complete needed improvements in
my community because of a lack of funding. That's
>> see COMMUNITY CENTER Page 2

AUSD’s Agustin Ramirez Ramos
Wins “Unsung Hero” Award
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gustin Ramirez Ramos was
named a California School Employees Association (CSEA) 2022
“Unsung Hero” An Alhambra Unified
School District security guard since
2014, Ramirez Ramos is well known for
his modesty and as a man of his school
community.
As a member of the AUSD security team,
Ramirez Ramos is charged with keeping
schools and district peaceful and safe. His
strong work ethic, positive relationships
with others, and extensive knowledge make
him an incredible asset to AUSD.
Among his many strengths are his ability
to communicate effectively in response to
multiple needs of staff, his strong rapport
with them, his patience, his impressive
good judgement, wisdom, and profound
understanding of safety protocols. Ramirez
Ramos is able to de-escalate situations that
could potentially rise to a level of concern,
his calm demeanor allowing for positive
outcomes.
AUSD is fortunate to have Agustin Ramirez Ramos in the
In his CSEA nomination form, Ramirez AUSD family! He was recognized at a virtual ceremony in
Ramos was praised as a dedicated profession- May, but his beautiful “Unsung Hero award” (inset) arrived
in late June. Congratulations again on your well-deserved
>> see UNSUNG HERO Page 16 honor, Agustin!
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By Mayor Jeff Maloney

why as State Senator, I made being a
strong budget advocate in the California Legislature for Senate District 22 a
top priority. Thanks to the Alhambra
City Council, City Manager Jessica
Binnquist, and city staff for all their
hard work,” said Senator Rubio.
She added, “Also, I take my job
representing the City of Alhambra seriously, and I’m honored that residents
supported me as their State Senator. I
will continue to advocate for them for
as long as I have the privilege of representing them.”
The 2022-2023 budget has been
approved by the California Legislature
and awaits the signature of Governor
Newsom for final approval. Further
details regarding disbursement will be
determined following the Governor’s
signature. The City will be planning
an inclusive design process to include
diverse stakeholder voices on the future
of this new asset for the community.

A Glimpse of Our
Future: Alhambra’s New
Community Center
Do you remember the old Shorb
medical clinic? It’s the old brick building
at the corner of Shorb Street and 6th
Street that served as a county health clinic
for many years. Many Alhambra residents
still have fond memories of visiting for
basic medical care, eye exams, and routine
vaccinations.
The clinic shut down, and the old
building sat vacant and unused for many
years until just recently when the City
approached Los Angeles County officials
to ask to return the property to the City.
Our county supervisor at the time, Kathryn Barger, supported our request, and we
were thrilled when the County conveyed
the property to Alhambra in 2019.
The City Council at that time proposed building a new community center
at the site, so City staff quickly retained a
consultant to do a deep dive to determine
whether or not our plan was feasible and
to provide a rough cost estimate.
Fortunately, the consultants determined that it was possible to accomplish
all of the Council's goals:
• 25,000 feet of indoor activity space
• A multipurpose room for large gath-

erings and events
• State-of-the-art infrastructure
• Outdoor courtyard and grounds
landscaped with California native plants
• Adaptive reuse of the original medical building
• Retention of the brick and mortar
character
The downside was that the estimated
cost was an amount of money that would
be difficult for the City to raise on its own.
Fortunately, this last year we saw a record
setting state budget surplus, so our staff,
led by City Manager Jessica Binnquist,
put in formal requests with both of our
state legislators to fund this project and
they delivered. Big time.
Our two state legislators, Senator
Susan Rubio and Assemblymember
Mike Fong, championed our proposed
community center and fought to fund
it in the state budget. I am thrilled to
announce that through their hard work,
we have secured a total of $25 million,
which will cover most of, if not all, of the
design, planning, and construction of our
brand new community center! We are
extremely grateful to both our state legis-

Mayor Jeff Maloney
lators for their hard work on our behalf.
This is truly a once in a generation
opportunity for Alhambra, and I am
committed to ensuring that we do this
well and build a project that will be the
pride of our City. The conceptual plans
we have are only rough sketches, and
there is still much work to do. We need
your feedback on these initial plans and
ideas. What do you want to see? What
types of activities should we focus on?
How can this center serve the needs of
our community? If you have thoughts,
please keep an eye out for how to be
involved, and, as always, feel free to reach
out to share your thoughts with me directly: jmaloney4alhambra@gmail.com.
Thank you again to our legislators
for fighting for us, and thanks to my
colleagues for seeing this through!
Have a wonderful rest of the summer!

Support
this paper!
Visit
our
advertisers!
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Tax Tips
Alhambra is home to many unique,
women-owned and operated businesses.
Here is a list of seven that you can support as Around Alhambra celebrates all
women who make Alhambra special.
1. Str33t Records - Owner Angelle
Laigo opened Str33t Records to create a
space for records, art, and community in
Alhambra. Visit them at 111 W Main St.

5. The Shredded Carrot - Owner
Suzzanne Eggli is a self-taught baker with
over 30 years of experience. You’ll find delicious cookies, cupcakes, custom-made
cakes, and their famous carrot cake! Visit
them at 2428 W. Valley Blvd, Unit D
6. Wife of the Party - This event
planning company is run by Loriann
Serna and her team. You can hire them
to help make any next event special! Visit
them at thewifeoftheparty.com or by
appointment at 318 S. Date St.

2. CoKreeate 3D Printing CoKreeate brings your memories to life!
Their 3D scanning and printing services
can turn you into a wedding cake topper,
create miniature versions of your children
in their school uniforms, or bring your
family pictures to life. Visit them at 1019
7. Genovese's Italian Kitchen - CoE Main St, Suite B.
owned by chefs Aricia Alvarado and Hugo
3. Rockin' Vintage - This alternative Molina, this charming neighborhood
vintage store has curated items for all sizes restaurant has been a staple of the commuand styles. Visit them at 1340 W Main nity since 1980. You can eat in or take out.
St, or shop their online store at rockin- Visit them at 2900 W Main St.
vintagela.com
4. Tom’s Uniforms - Although it’s
called Tom’s Uniforms, this store is run
by Rivi, Alice, and Seth Shulman. You’ll
find uniforms ranging from Fire, EMS,
Medical, Law Enforcement, Security, as
well as in-house tailoring. Visit them at
301 E Main Street.

The Chamber View
By John Bwarie
CEO, Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
This summer is one of celebration,
reconnection, and rediscovery. We are
seeing businesses continue to choose
Alhambra as the place they want to open
up. From the reopening of our Alhambra
Target to the smaller restaurants and
retailers who choose our city to operate, it
seems like every week there is a new business opening up. August will continue to
see this trend of new businesses opening,
and we’re excited to share those with
you on these pages and across our social
media platforms. (Make sure to follow the
Alhambra Chamber on Instagram and
Facebook for the latest, breaking community and business news!)
August will also bring additional
support to our business community as
we launch our restaurant grant program
with the support of Wells Fargo. We’ll be
rolling out financial assistance through
the Alhambra Foundation and the Chamber to continue to support the recovery of
Alhambra’s diverse restaurants.
In July, the Chamber saw its annual
transition of leadership with our outgoing
president, Suzi Dunkel-Soto, passing
the gavel to the new president, Chris
Teng Balmaseda. We’ll be celebrating the
official installation on September 27, but

John Bwarie

CEO Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
both leaders continue to work to create
an organization that serves all businesses
and creates a stronger community in
Alhambra.
This month, in that spirit of service, we
will be engaging in important community
conversations around the future of zoning in our City, assisting more businesses
to open here, and collaborating with our
nonprofit colleagues to strengthen the
connections across the diverse interests of
the City. I hope everyone will find a way
to engage with these and other community building opportunities.

Different tax requirements for
common types of business entities
By Michael Aston, E.A.

When you launch a new business,
you may choose from one of several
types of entities. Understanding some of
the tax requirements involved with each
one, you’ll want to start with some basic
information about the most common
entities, also assuming they will all be set
up in California.
SOLE PROPRIETOR – This is
the easiest to set up and maintain.
Depending on your company name,
you may need to file a fictitious name
(DBA) with the county registrar office
to open a business bank account. The
accounting and recordkeeping are less
involved and you are not required to do
double-entry bookkeeping. This tax return is completed with your personal tax
return on a Schedule C. This is usually
for a single person but in California a
married couple can create two Schedule
C’s instead of a partnership. The profit
or losses will show up on the front page
of the 1040.
SINGLE MEMBER LLC (SMLLC) – This is an LLC that is set up
with the State of California and is treated very similar to a sole-proprietorship,
with the income reported on a Schedule
C. The difference is that you will need
to pay a minimum state fee of $800 per
year and need to file an additional state
tax return form 568.
PARTNERSHIP – This is for two
or more owners. It is considered a passthrough entity, meaning the entity will
do an individual tax return (1065-Federal & 568-CA) and the profit/losses
will be passed through to the partners
on a K-1. The K-1 is then going to be
reported on the partners’ individual tax
returns. The partnership itself does not
pay any taxes but is required to pay a
minimum state fee of $800. This tax
return is usually due March 15. This
entity must be set up through the state.
S CORPORATION – This is very
similar to a partnership and is also a
pass-through entity with a K-1 issued.
Instead of a percentage of ownership
like a partnership, stock shares are
issued to the owner. When setting up
this entity a corporation must first be
created, then Form 2553 must be sent
to the IRS stating that you would like to

Michael Aston, E.A.
Alhambra Tax Center
(626) 282-1084

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at
Alhambra Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St.,
Alhambra. Alhambra Tax Center has
served Alhambra residents since 1970.
He can be reached at (626) 282-1084.
Tax questions, or any other questions,
can be e-mailed to michael@alhambrataxcenter.com. To view previous
topics, read his blogs at www.alhambrataxcenter.com.

be recognized as an S-Corp. The due date
usually is March 15.
C CORPORATION – This is not a
pass-through entity; the corporation will
file its own tax return and pay the taxes
owed. Shareholders who perform services
are paid as W-2 employees subject to
payroll taxes. Reasonable wages must be
paid and not inflated to reduce corporate
tax liability. Profits are distributed as dividends to the shareholders. Losses do not
pass through to shareholders.
If you are considering opening any
of the above entities, speak to your tax
preparer or go to the IRS/FTB websites.
You may believe that if you open some
of the above entities that you will not be
personally liable if something goes wrong,
so make sure you speak to a lawyer about
what you will be legally liable for, especially if you are the one making the decisions.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Michael Aston, E.A., who
is responsible for the content. Around
Alhambra does not endorse financial advice
recommended by this author or any other
provider.
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Local Soroptimist International
Chapter installs new leaders and
announces upcoming events
Target team members and a canine friend celebrate the reopening.

John Bwarie, Suzi Dunkel-Soto, Zach Orell, Vice-Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler, and Jewelyn Co.

Welcome back, Target!
Back and better than ever, Alhambra’s
Target store celebrated its grand reopening with a ribbon-cutting ceremony
that brought a throng of shoppers and
well-wishers. Speakers included Mayor
Jeff Maloney, Chamber CEO John
Bwarie, Assemblyman Mike Fong’s
District Director Jennifer Tang, Chamber

President Suzi Dunkel-Soto, and store
manager Zack Orell. Target employees
and the assembled crowd watched as the
ribbon was cut and the doors opened. As
one of the top 50 Target stores in the US,
the Alhambra Target reopening is a boost
to the Target corporation as well as our
community.

On June 28, Soroptimist International
of Alhambra, San Gabriel, and San Marino
held their 2022-2023 Installation luncheon
at the Hilton Los Angeles/San Gabriel.
This year’s Board of Officers are President
Jane Carlson, VP of Programs Jacqueline
Coulette, VP of Fundraising (Co-Chairs)
Sophia Tsoi and Josephine Yang, Recording
Secretary Julie Carlson, Corresponding
Secretary and One Year Director Barbara
Messina, Treasurer Dr. Karen Chao, Assistant Treasurer Miriam Harrington, Two
Year Director Maureen Bateman, and One
Year Delegate Pauline Lemire.
For the theme of her second term, Jane
Carlson was inspired by this quote from
Helen Keller: “Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so much.”
Soroptimist of Alhambra is looking forward
to having a productive and successful year.
“We have many exciting future events
planned,” said Carlson. “Starting on October 8 with Dream It, Be It. The program
is open to all area high school girls who
are working toward their educational and
career goals. It will be held at Ramona

Convent Secondary School. That event
will be followed with our Fabulous Fifties
fundraising gala on December 3 at the
Hilton in San Gabriel.”
Dignitaries from the United States Congress, the San Gabriel Valley, Los Angeles,
and Soroptimist attended the luncheon.
They included U.S. Congressmember Judy
Chu and staff member Enrique Robles.
Representing California State Senator
Susan Rubio was Sandra Armenta Lopez,
representing California State Assemblymember Mike Fong was Jennifer Tang,
and representing LA County Supervisor
Kathyrn Barger was Savannah Moore.
Alhambra Mayor Jeff Maloney, Alhambra
Councilmembers Katherine Lee and Ross
Maza, Alhambra City Chief of Police Kelley
Fraser, San Gabriel Mayor Tony Ding, San
Gabriel City Councilmember John Wu,
and President of Soroptimist International
of the City of Commerce Cristina Alatorre
also attended.
For more information on Soroptimist
and the above events visit https://soroptimistalhambra.org/

VISIT THE CHAMBER ONLINE AT

alhambrachamber.org
626-282-8481
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Your Insurance

Getting Through It

Rental car insurance:
do you need it?

The myth of
“earthquake weather”

Understand your coverage before
signing any rental insurance agreement

By Regina Talbot
It's a standard question at a rental car
company counter: "Do you need rental
car insurance?" The correct answer may
not be obvious, which is why preparation is key. Here's how to sort out the
specifics that impact your decision.
Talk to your insurance agent
Most vehicle insurance policies
already include some sort of rental car
insurance coverage. Therefore, if you
purchase a rental car policy, you're
paying extra when you may not have to.
As a State Farm® agent, I recommend
you consider these questions about your
policy.
• Do liability, comprehensive, and
collision coverage and any deductibles
extend to rental car agreements? Coverage may not apply if a rental car is stolen
or damaged; in that case, you may need
supplemental insurance from the rental
car company.
• Are administrative or towing fees
for rental cars covered?
• Does your homeowners or renters
insurance extend to personal items in a
rented car? This is sometimes referred to
as off-premises coverage.
• Does your auto policy offer loss
of income coverage? The rental car
company may charge you for what they
could have earned had a damaged car
not needed repair.
Call your credit card company
If you pay for a rental car with a
major credit card, there's a good chance
that the card issuer offers secondary car
rental insurance at no charge. This typically helps only with additional expenses
and the deductible beyond your existing
auto policy.
Review your rental coverage
options
Never sign anything or agree to
coverage without reading the policy
thoroughly, and know that insurance
requirements and rules vary from state
to state.
• Unless you have full auto insurance coverage, including liability, comprehensive, and collision, you may need

Regina Talbot

Talbot Insurance Agency Inc.
State Farm Insurance
Regina Talbot, Agent
Insurance License #: 0G05807
(626) 357-3401
to get some kind of insurance coverage
from the rental organization. In place of
collision or comprehensive, you may be
able to obtain a rental car company loss
damage waiver, or LDW, which can help
cover damage-repair costs, administrative
fees, and towing. However, a rental car
company generally limits how and when
the LDW can be used — for example,
if you were speeding, coverage may be
negated.
• If you don't have health or medical
payments coverage on an existing policy,
you may be able to purchase personal
accident coverage.
• If you're renting from a nontraditional car sharing company, review
the agreement. While insurance is often
included in the fee, there may be restrictions or extra costs, particularly if the car
is stolen.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by State Farm® agent Regina
Talbot, who is responsible for the content.
Around Alhambra does not endorse insurance advice recommended by this author or
any other provider.

By Dr. Lucy Jones
Earthquake myths are invented to
explain the uncertainty of the natural
phenomenon. Although these myths
may make us feel more in control of the
unpredictability of earthquakes, they are
caused by fear and are not based in truth.
They can hinder true understanding of
earthquakes and lead to harmful practices, such as lack of preparation or dangerous responses during shaking. One of
the most persistent and pervasive myths
is that of “earthquake weather.” Even
though surface weather and earthquakes
are unrelated, they are constantly put into
the same mental category. To understand
why this myth has such a hold on us, let’s
explore the origins of this misconception,
starting thousands of years ago.
Earthquake weather is the oldest
known earthquake myth. In the 4th
century B.C.E., Aristotle proposed that
earthquakes occur due to subterranean
winds. His theory stated that the
Earth had huge holes and as the wind
moved through them, humans on the
surface would feel the vibrations. This
idea pervaded western thought. A few
hundred years later, Pliny the Elder, the
author of the first known encyclopedia,
cited Aristotle’s theory to create the idea
of “earthquake weather.” Because the
winds are moving around at depth, Pliny
the Elder proposed, we would also be
seeing winds at the surface, correlating
earthquakes and windy weather. Now,
we know much more about Earth’s actual
structure and processes than we did more
than two thousand years ago: there are no
big holes throughout the Earth and wind
is not related to earthquakes.
Another understanding we have about
earthquakes now is that they occur at
depth: scientific research has shown that
earthquakes occur deep in the Earth and
not at the surface. The beginning of this
knowledge comes from the 1755 Lisbon
earthquake, when more scientific investigation started to be conducted. The quake
occurred 100 miles offshore and about 20
miles below the ocean floor. Due to these
factors and distance from the surface,
it clearly had no connection to winds
in Lisbon. Earthquakes are commonly
thought of as what happens to people on
the Earth’s surface. What is happening
in the atmosphere is then conflated to
connect somehow with earthquakes. But,
they happen much deeper, far from where
weather could have any impact.
Our experience of disasters is usually
of those that happen at the intersection
of the atmosphere and the solid earth surface. Tornadoes, a common disaster, are
damaging because of atmospheric interactions and touching down at the surface
of the Earth. Floods are also damaging at
the surface and cause landslides. Even volcanoes put pieces of the solid earth into
the atmosphere causing weather effects.
Additionally, in the news, earthquakes
are reported on by meteorologists. So the
confusion of mentally categorizing earthquakes with these surface, meteorological
disasters is understandable. But the reality
is that earthquakes are confined to depth,

Dr. Lucy Jones
and only the waves that are emitted by
that process make it to the surface.
Every culture in the world that has
a history of earthquakes has a history
of “earthquake weather.” However, the
weather in each culture that is associated
with earthquakes is whatever weather
was present during their most memorable quake. In California, the assigned
earthquake weather changes with time
because of different major earthquakes.
To my mother, a third generation Southern Californian, earthquake weather
is the still humidity that you get along
the beach in the spring. This is because
that weather was present in March near
the beach during the 1933 Long Beach
earthquake. Then, the 1987 Whittier
Narrows earthquake in October had
entirely different weather conditions:
Santa Ana winds. People began assigning
the hot, Santa Ana conditions with
earthquake weather. In both cases, it was
the weather that was experienced with
the quake that was correlated with earthquake weather. It is easy to see the times
where the pattern matches and forget the
times that don’t because we inherently
want the correlation. However, there
are dozens of earthquakes every day in
California, occurring at the same rate in
all weather conditions.
The myth of earthquake weather isn’t
about explaining what happened, but
trying to understand what is going to
happen next. Something that makes us
feel safer will always get a lot of traction,
even if there is clear scientific evidence
that weather and earthquakes cannot be
related. When encountering someone
claiming weather as a precursor, calmly
explain the history and the science.
There are three reasons to not believe
in earthquake weather. First, recognize
our internal bias that makes us want
the predictions to be true. Second, the
physical reason weather and earthquakes
are unrelated is that quakes occur too
deep to be influenced by weather. Third,
the data shows that this myth just doesn’t
work.
Dr. Lucy Jones is a seismologist and
founder of the Dr. Lucy Jones Center for
Science and Society. She is the author of
the book, The Big Ones (Doubleday, April
2018) and is also a Research Associate at
the Seismological Laboratory of Caltech, a
post she has held since 1984.
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Snapshots of Alhambra Women Leaders
lights of being a business owner, Rola
Elhurr shared her thoughts. “As a business
owner, I am extremely grateful for the
appreciation and support I receive from the
community and the truly wonderful, loyal
customers we have. In July 2020, we had
to close down for four months, not due to
COVID, but because we had a small fire
in the back-storage room. I was devastated
but what helped a lot was all the amazing
support and love we got from our community and customers. It really meant a lot to
me and all the Burgers and More family. I
am thankful for everyone who supports us.
Words of appreciation from Rola Now, we need the community more than
Elhurr, owner of Burgers and More
ever. Please come and let us serve you the
Asked about the challenges and high- great tasting food you all know and love.”
Childhood dream comes true for
Megan Park, owner of Alhambra
Baskin-Robbins
Reflecting on the motivation for
becoming a business owner, Megan Park
recalled her childhood aspirations. “As a
child, my biggest dream was to open my
own Baskin-Robbins store. At the time,
there was a Baskin-Robbins near my house.
The store was so beautiful, employees were
smiling all the time, and of course, the ice
cream was delicious. Much later in life, I
finally achieved that dream. My husband
and I had both been employed for over
30 years, before we decided to become
business owners. Since my husband had
Proud Alhambra resident Lilly Ortiz,
a champion for older adults at LA County Metro
Lilly Ortiz has lived in Alhambra for
more than a decade, all the while working
as the LA County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(Metro) Community Relations Manager
overseeing Metro's older adult engagement program: The On the Move Riders
Program. Lilly works countywide, leading
a team that provides education to older
adults on the use of public transportation
as well as overseeing the establishment and
support of local Riders Clubs. These clubs
are run by older adult volunteers who use
the bus and rail system to explore L.A.
Lilly lives in Downtown Alhambra,
where she enjoys taking her daily walks.
She shares, “I love living in Alhambra because everything I need is within walking
distance near Main and Garfield.
I have the best of both worlds here, I’m
close to the hustle and bustle of DTLA, but
I enjoy living within the small town feel
that Alhambra provides."

SCE’s Arcella Arce

Returning Alhambra resident Arcella
Arce leverages insights and experience
for SCE
While Southern California Edison
(SCE) has a large facility in Alhambra, one
of its main advocates for sustainability and
policy calls Alhambra home. Arcelia Arce
is a Senior Advisor in local public affairs for

been part of the restaurant industry, we
began looking for a food-related business.
We were delighted to recently take over the
Baskin-Robbins store in Alhambra. As a
loyal customer myself, I knew Baskin-Robbins had a great brand image as the number
one frozen dessert company in the USA. In
opening our store, I have two goals. First, I
would like to introduce the Baskin-Robbins
experience I know and love, with friendly
service, high-quality products, and a high
standard of cleanliness. Second, we plan to
actively participate in local community activities and contribute to the development
of Alhambra.”

Passionate advocate for the community: Suzi Dunkel-Soto
Suzi Dunkel-Soto is one of Alhambra’s
most committed advocates. As a former
President of the Alhambra Planning Commission and immediate past-president of
the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce, Suzi
is passionate about serving her community.
She is a staunch advocate for our schools,
and she is dedicated to her family, all the
while serving as a Realtor for clients across
Southern California. As Chamber
president during the pandemic, Suzi helped
usher in a new era for the Chamber. She Suzi Dunkel-Soto
was responsible for reimagining how the
Chamber could work in and with the
community, bringing in the new staff and
leadership to provide greater responsiveness
that is needed in these challenging times.
Every program and activity was re-examined, and Suzi ensured that the qualities
and aspects that helped define the work of

In three years, Target’s Millie Solares
rises from intern to caring leader
Asked to highlight a noteworthy woman
among the employees at the Alhambra Target, store Manager Zach Orell was quick to
respond with a great role-model. He said,
“Millie Solares is a phenomenal manager
at our Target store and has been with us
for three years. She started off as an intern,
eager to learn, and worked her way up to a
leadership role. She is first-generation, first
to graduate college in her family, and first
to be in a leadership role in her family. Her Target’s Millie Solares
tenacity, drive, care, and passion for her
team radiates through her leadership and Millie volunteers in her community and is
enables her to be an admirable leader to all. a supportive person in the city and store.”

LA County Metro’s Lilly Ortiz

Lilly’s connection to Alhambra runs
deeper than just living here today. "My
family has a long history in this city, too.
My great uncle owned several plots of land
near Garfield and Mission in the early
1900s; my brother and his family live on
one of his plots today. There are so many
reasons to love Alhambra, but I love it Raising Cane’s Ali Tumax
because it’s home."
SCE, supporting the company's efforts to
bring a clean energy future to all of Southern
California. She spends her time working
from home when not at the corporate offices
in Rosemead, and her work allows her to use
her decades of experience working for elected
officials to bring insights to the policies affecting electricity. She moved back to Alhambra
in 2020 because she found the community
welcoming and diverse. “I’ve lived in various
parts of the San Gabriel Valley for over 20
years, and knew Alhambra was a place I
could put roots in and a place where I could
be away from the urban core of LA but not
completely removed from city life.” When
asked what she loves most about living here,
she touted the food scene and recreational
opportunities. She said, “I love to get out and
use the various parks for exercise and relaxation. Almansor Park has a great walking/
running path. I also always find the most
delicious food on Valley or Main.”

the Chamber were maintained. Her commitment to the success of local businesses
is evident by her attendance at almost every
civic event, from public meetings to the annual community clean up. Suzi is a valued
leader of the community who has charted a
new course leading to increased economic
vitality and quality of life in Alhambra.

Trust and compassion are central to
Gina Wang’s approach to clients
Asked about TransGlobal broker associate Gina Wang, her colleague Awen Zhang
shared, "Gina is very knowledgeable and
always eager to help her clients with good
advice. I’m impressed by her expertise,
attention to details, and prompt communication. She has a great personality, full of
energy, and positivity. I’m very happy to get
to work with her.”
In speaking about her career, Gina
recalled an elderly couple who asked her
to help them sell their house after they
had lived there for 40 years. Because of the
services that TransGlobal provides, Gina
not only assisted them with their real estate,
she helped them with wealth management
by opening an account that would provide
them with consistent income.
She said, "When they came to me,
I considered their needs beyond just
real estate. I also helped them with their

Mentor and leader Ali Tumax raises
the bar of achievement at Raising Cane
Ali Tumax is known for doing it all:
studying, working, and giving to others.
Currently a Restaurant Leader at Raising
Cane’s in Alhambra, Ali Tumax joined
Cane’s in 2018 with plans to simply work
as she went to school full-time to obtain
her Bachelors Degree. Since joining, she
has become an integral part of the growth
of Cane’s in the greater Los Angeles market,
having led teams for four new restaurant
openings. Ali worked her way up to a
Restaurant Leader position while attending
school full time. She has been a mentor to
many during her time at Cane’s, developing
and inspiring many crew members and
helping them become leaders.

TransGlobal’s Gina Wang

future. Because I'm a real estate agent, I
get to know my clients and build trust.
I'm a transparent, confident, and honest
person. I enjoy offering service to others
with care."
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Local Sports News from
Alhambra High School
By Mike Koski, President
Alhambra High School Sports
Hall of Fame Committee

Tyler Skaggs Foundation High School
All-Star Baseball Game
The Moors were represented in another
High School All-Star Baseball Game.
Senior Jason Hernandez was one of forty
players selected to participate in the Tyler
Skaggs Foundation Baseball Game held at
UCLA’s Jackie Robinson Stadium. Jason
played the entire game in left field for the
Red Team which won the game 4-1 over
the Blue Team.
The Red Team was coached by former
Milwaukee Brewers player Ryan Braun
while the Blue Team was coached by
former Dodger pitcher Tim Leary. Tyler
Skaggs pitched for UCLA and was with
the Los Angeles Angels when he tragically
passed away three years ago.
The Tyler Skaggs Foundation was established in 2019 to empower young people
through the gift of sports by supporting
athletic programs and other initiatives that
provide the tools to build confidence, teamwork and leadership skills. The foundation
presented $1,000 academic scholarships
to three deserving All-Star players at the
conclusion of the game.

Moors Football Coaches Mark Tu, Eric
Bergstrom and Mike Mackintosh

The Moors 2022 Varsity Football Schedule:
Jason Hernandez

Alhambra Football
The Moors Football Program has been
working out this summer in preparation
for their upcoming season. The entire
coaching staff is returning including Head
Coach Eric Bergstrom, Offensive Coordinator Mike Mackintosh, and Defensive
Coordinator Mark Tu.
All League and All CIF Receiver/
Defensive Back Josh Soto leads this young
team as they prepare for their first game
on August 19th. Soto caught 39 passes last
year for 725 yards and 6 touchdowns. He
also had 2 interceptions with 1 returned 52
yards for a touchdown.

In Their Own Words
Noya Wang is a Structural Engineer and co-chairs the Women in
Structural Engineering committee
of the Structural Engineers Association of SoCal. She also serves as
a Planning commissioner for the
City of Alhambra. We asked her to
share her story in her own words.
My work supports the development of private and public
infrastructure. My favorite part
of being an engineer is talking to
kids about engineering and life. It is fulfilling to nurture curiosity and creativity
in the next generation, using engineering
as a tool to guide little minds to ponder
big questions.
I bring engineering concepts into
classrooms in Alhambra schools, get the
little hands dirty and little brains moving,
and have a blast with the kids exploring
elements of engineering.
One of the activities we did was building creative structures with uncooked
spaghetti noodles and marshmallows.
We explored shapes, lengths, geometry,
rigidity, and frequency. We tested our
structures on a shake table that mimics
earthquakes and talked about our observations. The kids were nervous when
they carefully brought their structures
to the shake table, not knowing how
they would perform. As the shake table
started moving and moving faster, their
structures sustained the shaking without
collapsing. There was a moment when
their nervous frowns turned into big
proud smiles. That moment always melts
my heart.
We shared stories about “shakings”
in life that make us feel sad, frustrated,
angry, or upset. We explored ways to
stabilize ourselves, just like engineers stabilize our buildings and infrastructure. I
demonstrated how engineers build brace

Joshua Soto

supports for structures and encouraged
the children to think about how to build
emotional support for themselves. I
demonstrated ductility in structures and
flexibility in us humans by comparing
cooked and uncooked spaghetti noodles
and the extent they can flex without
breaking. Structures need ductility to be
more resilient, and we must learn to be
flexible and adaptive as human beings. It
is so cute to see the little minds trying to
grasp this complex concept while struggling not to eat the delicious noodles and
marshmallows.
Alhambra is a place that has made me
feel at home, and I am grateful to be raising my family in this environment. Every
day I've lived in this city, I feel a deep
connection to this community where we
all come together and care for each other.
I feel inspired to dedicate my life to serving this community and making it better
for all as a resident, an AUSD parent, an
engineer, and a planning commissioner.
If you have a story you would like us to
consider for our “In Their Own Words”
series, please submit (with a photo if you
like) to aa@alhambrachamber.org. We
reserve the sole right to approve it for
publication, as well as edit it and make
revisions. Publication does not reflect
endorsement.

Friday, August 19 at South El Monte High School
Friday, August 26 vs. Glendale at Moor Field
Friday, September 2 at Temple City High School
Friday, September 9 at Franklin High School
Friday, September 16 vs. South Pasadena at Moor Field
Friday, September 30 at Bell Gardens High School
Friday, October 7 at Mark Keppel High School
Friday, October 14 vs. Schurr at Moor Field
Friday, October 21 vs. Montebello at Moor Field
Friday, October 28 vs. San Gabriel at Moor Field

Come on out and support the Moors. All games start at 7:00 p.m.

All Around the Town

Unusual Businesses

By Glenn Barnett

Alhambra has lots of great restaurants
and retail stores, but we also have some
unusual businesses in town.
Take for instance CoKreeate at 1019
E. Main Street. They are an Alhambra
based 3D printing, 3D scanning, 3D
modeling company that can take customer ideas and imagination and bring
them to life - in 3D. CoKreeate started
in an Alhambra garage in 2013. It began
as a hobby and a curiosity to know what
3D printing was all about. After some
research, Cokreeate opened to the public
as a family business. Contact CoKreeate
at sales@cokreeate.com or call them at
626-313-7885. Also find them at Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Another unusual business for the
eastside of Los Angeles, at least, is
Martin Sound. In 1969, Joe Martinson
built a recording studio in his parent’s
basement and just a year after he graduated from Alhambra High School in
1974, he moved his growing recording
business to 1151 W. Valley Blvd., and
Martin Sound has been there, growing
and improving ever since. Studio 1 at
Martin Sound is used as a scoring stage.
It can hold a 60 piece orchestra and
up to a 100 voice choir. It has hosted a
range of clients from small jazz bands for
independent films to a full orchestra for
big television and movie projects.
There are also five separate film
spaces for rent, to movie and TV studios
needing a controlled environment for
filming a scene in an apartment setting,
a brick wall, a science lab, a stock room
and, not surprisingly, a recording studio.
See their web site for contact information https://www.martinsound.com/
Toyzilla is an independent, family
owned company that is a combination
toy and collectible store, as well as a
hobby shop. They are located at 43 E.
Main St. behind Fit Body Boot Camp.
Toyzilla carries popular brands of toys
including Pokemon, POP, Transformers, Marvel heroes, Star Wars and much
more. Buy toys to play with or collect
in the box. Find them on Facebook and

Glenn Barnett
Instagram and their hours on Yelp. Contact them through their web site https://
toyzillastore.square.site/ or by phone:
213-925-9918
Evike is one of the most popular businesses in town. People have come from
as far away as Laguna Beach to see and
purchase the latest products from Airsoft.
Evike has the largest selection of Airsoft
replica air guns that shoot non-lethal plastic pellets, accessories, and gear. For the
avid Airsoft fan to in-house Tech support,
Evike.com offers the most variety under
one roof! Find them online at https://
www.evike.com/evike-superstore/, or visit
the Evike Super store at 2801 W. Mission
Rd.
Str33t RECORDS at 111 Main
St., Alhambra. Do you remember vinyl
records? It turns out that what was once
old is now new again. So it is with the 33
⅓ record, sometimes called Licorice Pizza.
Today there is a revival of the old school
disks. The place to find them is Str33t
RECORDS right here in Alhambra.
They have rock, jazz, folk, hip-hop, pop,
and more. Open Tuesday thru Sunday
from 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Find them at
https://str33trecords.com/ and call (626)
656-6335.
There is a lot going on in Alhambra. Be
a part of it.
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New Eligibility Guidelines Open SoCalGas Energy
Savings Assistance Program to More Customers
Recently enacted California law increases
customer access to no-cost energy-saving home
improvements which support SoCalGas’ efforts
to lead the transition to a clean energy system
Southern California Gas Co. (SoCalGas) announced that as of July 1, 2022,
more customers will now be eligible for
no-cost energy-saving home improvements
through the Energy Savings Assistance
(ESA) Program. The new guidelines expand eligibility criteria for customers whose
income is up to 250% of federal poverty
guidelines, compared to the previous criteria of up to 200%. A family of four that
earns up to $69,375, will now be eligible
for no-cost energy efficiency upgrades. The
previous income eligibility guidelines were
up to $55,500 for a family of four.
The ESA program provides attic insulation, furnace repair or replacement, clothes
washer, water heater repair or replacement,
water heater blankets, door weather stripping, caulking, low-flow showerheads,
faucet aerators, minor repairs to doors and
windows, and other services to eligible
customers. Customers could save up to
20% annually on their natural gas bill depending on the energy efficiency upgrades
performed. More than 1.6 million homes
have been enrolled in the program since
2002.
Customers can qualify for the Energy
Savings Assistance Program based on having
one individual in the home who falls under
the income guidelines or participates in a
public assistance program like Medi-Cal/

Medicaid, CalFresh, the National School
Lunch Program, among others. The program is open to renters and homeowners,
and income levels are updated annually to
adjust for federal poverty guidelines.
“SoCalGas is leading the transition to a
more resilient energy future by providing
customers with affordable, more sustainable energy. Through the Energy Savings
Assistance Program, we can offer longterm, energy-efficient home improvements
to customers that will lower their costs
and reduce a household’s environmental
footprint. The program’s expanded guidelines will allow more SoCalGas customers
to save energy and save money and help
us collectively reach clean energy goals,”
said Brian Prusnek, SoCalGas’ Director of
Customer Programs and Assistance.
The Energy Savings Assistance Program’s revised income guidelines were the
result of Senate Bill 756, authored by San
Diego Senator Ben Hueso (D-40). “The
ESA program is an important tool for our
state in the fight against climate change,”
said Senator Hueso. “Energy efficiency upgrades reduce energy utility bills, increase a
family’s quality of life and comfort, support
economic development, and move the state
closer toward its climate goals. However,
the ESA program budgets are routinely
not fully expended – often with hundreds
of millions of dollars remaining unspent
each year. This new law will remedy that
by expanding eligibility to include more
low-income customers.”

“My family and I are very happy and
grateful for the weatherization repairs SoCalGas and their contractor ACSGROUP
provided to our home,” said Veronica Medrano, a SoCalGas customer from Montclair. “We received a new furnace, and they
installed a new water heater and we also
qualified for a new washing machine. Our
home is now more energy efficient. This
program has changed our lives.”
Another SoCalGas customer assistance
program is the California Alternative Rates
for Energy (CARE) program, which will
continue to provide a 20% discount on

the monthly natural gas bill for customers
who participate in certain public assistance
programs or fall within 200% of federal
poverty guidelines. A family of four that
earns up to $55,500 is now eligible for the
discount.
To learn about SoCalGas’ customer
assistance programs, including the CARE
program, or to sign up for the Energy
Savings Assistance Program, visit socalgas.
com/assistance or call (800) 331-7593.
Information is available in the following
languages: Chinese, Hmong, Korean,
Russian, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
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Ramona Convent art students earn top scores on
advanced placement tests
Upon hearing how well her students
performed on their AP exams, Ms. Maggie
Averill, Ramona Convent Art Department
Chair and teacher, said, “I was overjoyed
when I received notification that all five of
my Advanced Placement (AP) Studio Art
and Design/Drawing students scored a 5
out of 5 on their portfolio submissions.”
Portfolios are scored on the basis of
general use of design elements, application
of principle, originality, imagination, competence, and skill. Only 11% of all submissions across the United States earn a score of
5. Congratulations to seniors Rachel Lam,
Lauren Luevano, Savannah Olmos, Shirley
Tan, and junior Alexandra Mullis. With
almost 20 different course offerings in the
Visual and Performing Arts Department,
students at Ramona have the opportunity

to work with a variety of media and allow
their creativity to flow. Their imagination
and artistic skills flourish in sunny, wellequipped drawing and painting, ceramics,
and digital design studios.
Ramona is a Catholic college-prep high
school for girls in grades 9-12. At Ramona,
students prepare for life! The school is a
welcoming community where high standards and expectations ensure an extraordinary education for every young woman.
When students graduate from Ramona,
they face the future with an extraordinary
education in their pocket; with a global
vision fueled by Catholic, SNJM values;
with an independent spirit and confident
leadership skills; with Ramona sisters by
their side and a legacy of more than 100
years of excellence at their back.

Alhambra Chamber Asks…
Each month, Around Alhambra asks people in our community to answer
a question about life in Alhambra. This month, we posed this question to
community members from across the city:

“Who is a woman who inspired you?”
Sources of inspiration included family members and an educator, all
people we can each cite as inspiring forces in our own lives.

My mother-in-law, Manuela Soto, had a
saying for how you handle situations in
life, "Take it like a woman," emphasizing
how strong and resilient women are.
From working in the cannery, raising 10
kids, to living to be 102 -- she might have
been onto something!”
Suzi Dunkel-Soto, Immediate
Past-President, Alhambra Chamber
of Commerce; Realtor, Century21
My mother-in-law, Alice Shulman, for as long
as I remember (over 40 years), has been
my inspiration to continue running
Tom's Uniforms. Alice (or “mom,”
as I call her) has always taken on
leadership roles in every event or job
assigned in the many organizations
that she is involved with.”
Rivi Shulman, Co-owner, Tom’s Uniforms
So MANY women have inspired me! Dr. Julie
Hadden, retired AUSD Superintendent whom
we lost this year, continues to inspire me
because she believed in students, staff,
and colleagues —often before they saw
their capacity for greatness — and she
changed the arc of lives.”
Denise Jamarillo, Superintendent,
Alhambra Unified School District
My maternal grandmother inspires me.
She came to this country alone, and was
able to bring all her children from the
Philippines. She emphasized education
and inspired my love of music. She was
my inspiration to open Str33t Records.”
Angelle Laigo, owner, Str33t Records
Do you have an answer to this month’s question?
Post your answer by the end of the Month on our
Facebook (@AlhambraChamberofCommerce) or
Instagram (@alhambrachamber) page with the hashtag #AlhambraChamberAsks,
and you could be selected to win a Chamber Prize Pack!
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Working Together to Survive Drought
and Water Supply Challenges
By Mark Paulson
The San Gabriel Valley Municipal
Water District recently hosted a meeting
for Asian media representatives to help
channel information about drought, water
supply shortages, and water conservation
to all our residents and business owners.
Speakers representing the District, Main
San Gabriel Basin Watermaster, and the
cities of Alhambra and Monterey Park all
emphasized that we share our precious
water resource and the importance of
“working together” to meet our challenges.
The banner at the top of this article
was produced by the District and calls
attention to the severity of the situation.
It’s being placed at one of Alhambra’s busy
traffic locations for maximum exposure.
The banner represents the partnership our
District enjoys with the City of Alhambra’s
water utility. We’re also working together
to place messaging in the City Hall lobby,
restaurants, schools and libraries. Each of our
websites includes such information, as well
as educational information about rebates and
grants available to everyone in Alhambra.

Our partnership is complete only with
YOUR participation. The good news this
month is that people have begun to curb
their water use and water usage which had
been rising the past few months throughout
Southern California is starting to decline…
but we need to do more! The weather is not
getting any cooler, there’s no rain or snow
in the forecast, there’s not much snow in
the mountains to trickle down to replenish
groundwater basins, and our access to
imported water from northern California
is reduced to 5% of what we’d planned for.
Alhambra has activated “Level 2” of
its drought contingency plan, so please
continue to follow the guidance of the
City Council and Alhambra’s water utility
(https://www.cityofalhambra.org/575/
Water-Conservation). Water conservation
works and is the cheapest means of saving
water. Every drop of water we save is one
that does not need to be pumped, stored,
treated, imported, transported, recycled,
desalinated…or paid for! Beware penalties
and enforcement measures are increasing!

Mark Paulson

Board of Directors,
Division I – Alhambra
San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District

Please visit the San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District’s website, www.
sgvmwd.com, to learn about the District’s
education and conservation programs.
Please check out our newest conservation
information - gardening tips – which are
customized to meet the needs of Alhambra
property owners (https://sgvmwd.com/
wp-content/uploads/2022/05/CalScape_
Alhambra_web.pdf).
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Alhambra Historical Society Vice President Mike McCollum (left) shares a museum artifact with
Alhambra Mayor Jeffrey Maloney (center) and Alhambra resident, Michael Daninger (right) at
the July 2 reopening of the Alhambra Historical Society’s museum. Photo credit: Natalie Monsanto.

Discoveries and Memories Fill
July 2 Reopening of Alhambra’s
Historical Society Museum
Susan Saunders couldn’t believe her
eyes! She was looking at a framed copy
of a January 11, 1949 Post-Advocate
newspaper that featured her family’s 1929
home blanketed in snow during a freak
winter storm. “I was surprised to discover
it was exhibited at the museum! I knew my
mom had donated the newspaper to the
historical society because she said that the
museum would take better care of it than
us kids, but I never knew what happened
to it,” said Saunders, chuckling lightly. “I
am thrilled that it was saved and that a bit
of my home’s history can be shared.”
The reopening of Alhambra Historical
Society’s museum was filled with discoveries and memories for many of the 100+
visitors who attended the afternoon event
on July 2, 2022. Families explored artifacts
while kids (both young and old) snacked
on snow cones and snickerdoodles. Almost
everyone found themselves in the museum’s
yearbook room at some point, flipping
through old annuals, laughing over pictures
of classmates and happily reliving high
school memories. California Assemblymember Mike Fong capped off the event
by presenting a certificate of recognition to
the Alhambra Historical Society.
“We are so pleased to be able to open
the museum again to Alhambrans and
SGV residents who want to learn more
about Alhambra’s dynamic history,” stated
Alhambra Historical Society President,

20.99

Chris Olson. “It was so much fun to see
families and people of all ages exploring the
museum’s many artifacts. After being closed
for more than two years due to Covid, this
event felt like a rebirth for the museum and
a homecoming for many residents,” Olson
continued.
The Alhambra Historical Society as
a whole has experienced its own rebirth
this year with the installation of a new
executive board in March. Beginning with
the reopening of the museum, the new
executive board also plans to present new
programming and events that will bring to
life the fascinating people and intriguing
places within Alhambra’s storied history.
Alhambra Historical Society’s first public
program this fall will focus on the history
of Alhambra High School and its 125th
anniversary, happening this year. The
program will be at Alhambra High School
and will be presented by Jose Sanchez,
Alhambra High School history teacher and
Alhambra Historical Society Trustee.
If you’d like to learn more about the
Alhambra Historical Society, the museum
or future programming, please send an
email to alhambrahistsoc@att.net or call
(626) 300-8845. The museum, located at
1550 West Alhambra Road, Alhambra,
CA 91801, is free to visitors and will be
open between 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.
during the first and third Saturdays of every
month.

$
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Daily Holidays and Observances

Here are all the special food days you can celebrate in August 2022 to help you
decide how to eat across Alhambra. Where will you celebrate these special days?

August 1 : National Raspberry Cream Pie Day
August 2 : National Ice Cream Sandwich Day
August 3 : National IPA Day
August 4 : National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day
August 5 : National Oyster Day
August 6 : National Root Beer Float Day
August 7 : National Raspberries and Cream Day
August 8 : National SPAM Musubi Day
August 9 : National Rice Pudding Day
August 10 : National S'mores Day
August 11 : National Panini Day
August 12 : National Julienne Fries Day
August 13 : National Filet Mignon Day
August 14 : National Creamsicle Day
August 15 : Lemon Meringue Pie Day
August 16 : National Rum Day
August 17 : National Vanilla Custard Day
August 18 : National Soft Ice Cream Day
August 19 : National Potato Day
August 20 : National Bacon Lovers’ Day
August 21 : National Sweet Tea Day
August 22 : National Spumoni Day
August 23 : National Sponge Cake Day
August 24 : National Waffle Day
August 25 : National Banana Split Day
August 26 : National Cherry Popsicle Day
August 27 : Banana Lovers’ Day
August 28 : National Cherry Turnover Day
August 29 : National Chop Suey Day
August 30 : National Toasted Marshmallow Day
August 31 : National Trail Mix Day
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Park Students Bring
Greek Mythologies to Life
During the last week of school, the sixth graders at Park School put on a series
of Greek Mythology Plays for the entire school. Under the guidance of teachers
Jennifer Huang, Jessica Tan, and Jaquelyn Estrada, ALL sixth graders participated
in this fun and exciting learning experience. Students handled every aspect of the
production: acting, set design, costuming, and backstage support. Students began
planning, creating, and rehearsing in January. The hard work was worth it in the
end as everyone agreed that every part of the play was stellar. What a great way to
close out the school year!

Stay Informed with AUSD’s Latest News
The Alhambra Unified School District is very active on social media. Keep up with the latest
district information, news, and celebrations by following AUSD on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter. We also have a YouTube channel to showcase site and district videos.

AUSD Gives Special Thanks to
Outgoing Labor Presidents

At the June 28th Board of Education meeting, the Board recognized the past/outgoing
presidents of the three Alhambra Unified School District labor organizations and
thanked them for their leadership and dedicated service. Tammy Scorcia (sixth from
left), Alhambra Teachers Association, is excited to be returning to the classroom and
will be succeeded as president by Ralph Hernandez. Craig Proffitt (third from the
right), from California School Employees Association Chapter 295, will continue
in his position as head campus supervisor; the new chapter president will be Johnny
Armendariz. Finally, Michele Yamarone (fourth from the left) has completed her term
as Alhambra Management Association president. She will continue in her role as
AUSD director of special education; Jim Schofield will take over as AMA president.
AUSD appreciates each of the outgoing labor group presidents and are glad they are
all still part of Team AUSD!
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Anyone can nominate an AUSD employee to be a Game Changer. A total of 18 deserving staff
members will be recognized during the 2022-23 school year.

AUSD Game Changer
Employee Recognition
Program Begins 5th Year
The Alhambra Unified School District
(AUSD) Game Changer Employee Recognition Program is beginning its fifth
year. What is a Game Changer? An AUSD
employee who positively impacts students
and colleagues in a unique way that makes
a difference in their lives.
The two-tiered recognition program
encourages nominees for the Above and
Beyond the Call of Duty badge and for
the Spotlight badge. Those nominees are
then eligible for the Game Changer badge,

which is awarded every month during the
school year to two employees, beginning in
September.
The two monthly Game Changer badge
winners each receive $100 from Schools
First Federal Credit Union and recognition
by the Board of Education.
Nominations will be accepted beginning August 12. Visit www.ausd.us/
badges/ for more information or to submit
a nomination.
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UNSUNG HERO From Page 1

al, whose strong work ethic is a model for
his fellow co-workers. Michael Barbara,
AUSD Safety Coordinator, has many
accolades for Ramirez Ramos, including

“Agustin is always willing to help and he
always goes the extra mile without being
asked to do so.”

You will be hearing a lot more from the AUSD Communication Interns throughout the
school year. Vicente Aguayo, Samuel Alejo, Kai Liu, Sarah Maya, Clarissa Tran, and Wendy
Wong will be integral supports to school sites as they increase their communication efforts with
students, staff, and family members.

AUSD Launches Communications
Internship Program

The Alhambra Unified School District
has launched the AUSD Communications Internship (ACI) program, which
is designed for students with an interest
in communication, journalism, public
relations, photography, graphic design,
marketing and/or video production.
The district pilot program includes
six students from Alhambra High School
(AHS), who will help build the ACI program from the ground up and will be instrumental in the long-range development
of the initiative. The AUSD communications interns will work closely with the
district Communications team and Career
Technical Education departments.
The six AHS students selected for the
ACI program (Vicente Aguayo, Samuel
Alejo, Kai Liu, Sarah Maya, Clarissa Tran,
and Wendy Wong) completed an online
application and were required to be in
good academic/behavioral standing with
recommendations by current/previous

administrators or teachers. The six interns
began meeting in March to go over their
responsibilities and become acquainted
with the administrators they will be working with.
AUSD Communication Interns will
be attending activities, assisting with site/
district communication needs, writing articles, and supporting social media presence
for four pilot school sites: Alhambra High
School, Baldwin School, Granada School,
and Ynez School. ACI students will also
receive professional development and
meet with special guest speakers, including
public relation specialists, journalists, and
photographers.
These current AHS juniors and seniors
will also serve as mentors as the ACI
program expands to include high school
students across the district, as well as
supporting additional elementary schools.
Congratulations to AUSD Communication Interns!
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From the Desk of Rev. Craig Statton

Winning the Game of Life
By Rev. Craig Statton, CEO, Atherton, 214 S. Atlantic Blvd. Alhambra
One of the most successful TV shows
over the last decade has been Survivor.
The motto of the show is “Outwit,
Outplay, Outlast” and features a group
of participants who are put in exotic and
remote locations around the world. They
are given the assignment of trying to be
the last person to leave the island. The
participants vote each week about who
will have to leave the group, and each episode includes several plot twists and turns.
I am always amazed at how the winner is
not necessarily the strongest; but usually,
it’s the wisest who is able to work with
different people to create a pathway to
victory.
In my work as the CEO of Atherton, I
watch the way many of our residents have
“outwitted, outplayed, and outlasted”
daunting obstacles to live well in their senior years. When I listen to their stories, it
is clear that they do not allow disappointments, failures, and heartaches to become
defining events of their lives. Instead, they
use these as lessons for future success,
motivation for new efforts, and moments
to reflect on the meaning of life. Their
wisdom has also been very helpful for me
as I seek to live my life well. Here are some
of their strategies for winning:
First, there is no substitute for good
genes, but attitude is everything. Many
of the seniors who live long and live well,
come from a long line of elders who have
lived long and lived well. Science contin-

ues to tell us that what is put into your
original DNA has a lot to do with the
quality of your life. Some diseases seem
to run in families and though you may
exercise and eat right, you may not be able
to avoid this defect. We should not be
distraught by this truth; medical science
has made remarkable progress in so many
areas and provided both detection and
treatments to these diseases. But my Atherton friends would also say that even if
you are living with a disease, your attitude
dictates a lot about the quality of your life.
These folks are thankful for the help they
receive from friends, family, doctors and
nurses. Many of them are prayerful and
thoughtful, which allows them to find
meaning and purpose in their difficulty.
Second, heartache need not be forever.
One of our 100-year-old, Japanese American residents was asked about her experiences in the internment camps during
WWII. She said it was difficult, but then
said, “Que sera, sera, whatever will be,
will be!” Her life was not defined by this
horrific event. Many of our residents talk
about the difficulty of losing a spouse or
a child, and yet, do not allow that loss to
keep them from new adventures or relationships. They have learned that life has
many chapters and that healing and hope
can be found, even during our heartaches.
Their resilience is inspiring.
Third, having a purpose makes life
worth living. Our heartaches can be a

burden; but having a purpose can be a
buoy which keeps your life afloat. Our
purpose can change as we go through
the various stages of life. When we are
younger our purpose may be to grow
up or get an education. When we get a
job, perhaps our purpose is to rise in the
company or use our talents to their fullest
potential or acquire wealth. Perhaps our
purpose is to raise a family. As we grow
older, many of these purposes are met,
and we are left with the question, “What
is next?”. Living with purpose when we
are older is just as important as having
a purpose when we are younger. Again,
my Atherton friends have been my great

teachers. Some have taken up a hobby and
become master craftsmen. Some have decided to volunteer in clubs and activities,
and feel they are making a difference in
the world. Some of my Atherton friends
banded together with others and started a
thrift shop which helps others who are less
fortunate. The point is that when we have
something to live for, each day brings new
enjoyment and energy.
My Atherton friends are helping me
win in the game of life. But older, wiser
survivors are not just found at Atherton;
they are all around our Alhambra community, and have much to share that will help
us all outwit, outplay and outlast.

We follow COVID-19 guidelines
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Ask Dr. Dara, D.D.S.

Is an underbite or overbite only cosmetic problems?
by Dr. Krasnodara Gashparova, DDS (also known as Dr. Dara)
Like the color of your eyes and
other facial features, crooked teeth, an
overbite, or underbite are typically a genetic inheritance. However, these dental
impairments may also be caused by early
tooth loss, mouth breathing, tongue
thrusting, thumb sucking, pacifier use,
or prolonged use of a bottle beyond the
age of two.
With a normal bite, our top teeth are
bigger and slightly stuck out further than
the lower teeth. By contrast, an underbite
is a condition in which the bottom teeth
are stuck out further than the top. This
problem should be corrected as soon as
it is discovered, using appliances helping
the growth of the upper jaw. That creates
the opportunity for permanent teeth to
grow into a better position than they
would have without correction. This
can make the difference in avoiding jaw
surgery later on.
Obviously, crooked teeth and a
misaligned bite present more than an
aesthetic problem. They may lead to improper chewing, thus increasing pressure
on some of the teeth and creating a higher risk of cracking them. Misalignment
may also make it difficult to keep teeth
clean, which increases the chances of
tooth decay and gum disease. Of course,
depending on the severity, a patient may
also experience self-esteem issues.
The treatment varies depending on

the age of the individual and the severity
of the condition. In fact, in a very young
child, misalignment may be prevented
by following some good behaviors. Try
to stop the thumb sucking habit and the
use of a pacifier before the age of one and
bottle use before the age of two. There are
also appliances to correct the oral habits
that cause poor teeth or jaw development
like tongue thrusting or mouth breathing.
If prevention is no longer an option,
your dentist can recommend the best
course of treatment for you. Typically,
three specific treatments or different
combinations of them can significantly
or completely correct the problem. Your
dentist may prescribe removable or
fixed expanders for creating good arch
form and more space to allow teeth to
naturally position in the right place.
Braces, small metal brackets that are
attached to the teeth with dental glue,
and an orthodontic wire used to tighten
the brackets together can put pressure on
the teeth until they move to the desired
position. Another option is clear aligners,
also known as clear braces, which utilize
a series of transparent retainer-like trays
that gradually move the teeth to proper
alignment.
Patients or their parents often want to
know, when is the right time to start? The
answer depends in part on age, particularly when a child's ability to cooperate

Underbite

Dr. Dara, D.D.S.
(626) 289-6131

Overbite

Dr. Dara Gashparova, D.D.S. is located
at 70 S. Palm Ave., Alhambra 91801.
Readers with dental questions or
concerns should contact her at
(626) 289-6131, or e-mail
daradds@yahoo.com

Treatment to correct dental misalignment

with treatment is at issue. The urgency for
correcting the underbite is also a significant
factor, given that the upper jaw may get
blocked, and thus prevented from growing.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Dr. Krasnodara Gashparova,
DDS, (also known as Dr. Dara), who is
responsible for the content. Around Al-

hambra does not endorse medical advice
or any remedies recommended by this
author or any other provider.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Dr. Krasnodara Gashparova,
DDS, (also known as Dr. Dara), who is
responsible for the content. Around Alhambradoes not endorse medical advice or
any remedies recommended by this author
or any other provider.

Your Insurance
By Katherine Yu Simms

Dental HMO vs. PPO insurance
plans: What’s the difference?
Knowing the differences between
dental health insurance plans will help
you pick the best one for your needs.
Two of the most common plans are a
dental health maintenance organization
(HMO) versus a dental preferred provider organization (PPO). These plans
have several key differences, including
the cost and flexibility to choose your
preferred dentist or select dentists within
a defined network.
How dental HMOs and PPOs are
similar
Dental HMOs and PPOs are similar
in that both offer dental care for patients.
Both plans have networks of dentists
under contract with the dental insurance company, which can help reduce
your out of pocket dental expenses. An
employer might offer a HMO or PPO
plan to its employees. Patients and their
families can also purchase individual
HMO or PPO coverage without needing to go through an employer.
How dental HMOs and PPOs are
different
While dental HMOs and PPOs are
different in many ways, that doesn’t
make one insurance plan better than
the other. As a prospective patient, you
should consider what’s most important
to you (or you and your family) when
making your decision. Generally, dental

Katherine Yu Simms
(323) 854-2868

Katherine Yu Simms has supported
seniors in making difficult and
important decisions for many years.
She can be reached at 323-854-2868,
or e-mail kyusimms@rey-top.com.

HMO plans require a primary dentist and
only provide full coverage for in-network
visits. This typically comes with lower
premiums than a comparable PPO plan.
Dental PPO plans tend to have higher
premiums than dental HMO plans, but
usually provide more coverage for out-ofnetwork visits. In addition, PPOs will not
require you to select a primary dentist.

>> see DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS Page 19
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New Mom Fitness
By Sheila Yonemoto, P.T.

Years ago, someone convinced me to
run a 5-mile race soon after the birth of
my first child. I finished that race in a
respectable time but ended up having a
hip problem, which still bothers me at
times. Even physical therapists can harm
themselves in new situations.
I trained for the race by gradually
increasing my running time over approximately eight weeks. Some of the
problem occurred because I didn’t allow
myself enough time to build up to the
distance and speed I ended up doing in
the race. Plus, I did not build up the abdominal, pelvic, and hip strength I had
lost during my pregnancy. Ligaments
also change during pregnancy. They
get looser to prepare the body for the
passage of the baby through the birth
canal. It takes time for these ligaments to
tighten up again following delivery. This
may also have been a factor in my case.
Restoration of the strength of the
abdominal and pelvic floor is key. Sit
ups and strenuous abdominal exercise
should be avoided until there is enough
abdominal strength so bulging does not
occur during exercise. Remember, body
posture and back care are important
for the new mother so injuries do not
occur from daily care of the baby such
as holding, lifting, bathing, and feeding.
If you have persistent back or pelvic
pain following the birth, remember
childbirth can be very hard on the
mother due to the strong forces pushing
on pelvic bones causing abnormal stress
on bones, muscles, and ligaments.
Stretching muscles out of their normal
position also results in instability and
imbalances, which can cause pain and
increased effort in movement. Sometimes manual, hands-on therapy along
with a reconditioning exercise program
is necessary to assist the body to resume
its pre-pregnancy shape. Physical therapists are trained to treat these conditions.

Sheila Yonemoto, P.T.

Yonemoto Physical Therapy
(626) 576-0591
Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., has been a
physical therapist for more than 40
years, specializing in integrative manual
therapy, utilizing a holistic approach.
She can be reached at Yonemoto
Physical Therapy, 55 S. Raymond Ave,
Suite 100, Alhambra, CA 91801.
Call (626) 576-0591 for more
information or visit www.yonemoto.com

The best advice is to plan out your
activities with appropriate rest periods.
Listen to your body for signals indicating
you need to rest, and pace yourself so you
get maximum activity and enjoyment
from your daily routine. Include lots of
fresh fruits and vegetables in your diet,
drink plenty of water, and get appropriate
amounts of protein. Seek help when you
need it. Most importantly, trust yourself
to do what is right for you and the baby.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., who
is responsible for the content. Around Alhambra does not endorse medical advice or
any remedies recommended by this author
or any other provider.

DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS From Page 18

What’s better, DHMO or DPPO?
The answer depends on your needs.
HMO plans are intended to be more
cost effective, while PPO plans offer
greater flexibility and a wider network in
choosing your care.
If you need help researching out-ofpocket costs for any plan and understanding its limitations, please reach out
to me. I can help determine the most

appropriate dental insurance plan to fit
your needs.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Katherine Yu Simms, who
is responsible for the content. Around
Alhambra does not endorse financial
advice recommended by this author or
any other provider. For more information
and to contact Katherine, email her at
kyusimms@rey-top.com.
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Fully immersive ScreenX
opens at Regal Edwards
Alhambra Renaissance
Moviegoers will be at the center of the
action with the new 270-degree panoramic visual experience at ScreenX, now open
at Regal Edwards Alhambra Renaissance.
Described as revolutionary, ScreenX is a
multi-projection format that extends the
screen to the auditorium walls, so the
audience is surrounded by the sights and
sounds on film. Depending on the movie,
you might feel like you are flying to the

farthest reaches of space or exploring
the depths of the ocean, courtesy of this
breakthrough technology. Thor: Love &
Thunder will headline summer blockbusters, which includes Bullet Train and Black
Adam. Regal Edwards Alhambra Renaissance is located at 1 East Main Street. To
learn more about ScreenX, you may visit
https://www.regmovies.com/screenx#/
more-about.
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Downtown Alhambra
celebrates the 80’s
at 28 west
Downtown Alhambra Business Association celebrated the 1980s
decade on Saturday, July 16th at 28 West on Main Street.
Downtown Decades is a free summer series brought to you by the
Downtown Alhambra Business Association. From June to September,
each decade will be celebrated. June was the kick-off of the free series
with a 70's costume party, and the July 80's was celebrated with a
DeLorean Time Machine from the Back To The Future movie trilogy.
Alhambra residents and guests were able to take photos with the time
machine and sit inside this iconic vehicle.
The 28 West staff wore 80's costumes and guests showed up in their
best 80's hot pink torn shirts and fishnets. Guests danced all night
to music from Duran Duran to Madonna spun by DJ Javi. Guests
played 80's trivia and won prizes from local Downtown Alhambra
business sponsors.
Join us for our 90's Party, on Saturday, August 13th, a bar crawl
event on Main Street. For more information and to RSVP for free
future events, visit www.downtownalhambra.com or visit Instagram
at @downtownalhambra.
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Air conditioning service now can
help avoid costly repairs later
By Javier Mendez
Record breaking temperatures kicked
off this summer’s weather. With many
days above 90 degrees and several over
100 degrees, the last thing you want is
to push that AC button and fail to get
cold air flowing from your car’s vents. An
air conditioning system inspection and
service will help ensure peak performance
and minimize the possibility of costly
repairs.
Vehicle air conditioning is considered
to be a sealed and leak free system.
However, the system will lose some of its
refrigerant gas over time. The refrigerant
is not only important for the system to
effectively cool the cabin, it also carries
the compressors oil lubrication through
the system. In some systems, a 10% loss
of refrigerant will reduce oil circulation
by 40%. The system will still blow cold
air but while it's working, the compressor
is suffering.
Early vehicles used Freon (r-12)
refrigerant. That refrigerant was phased
out of use around 1994. There are two
types of refrigerant in use these days,
R-134a and HFO-1234yf. Refrigerants
have changed in order to have less impact
on the environment. Later models use the
1234yf. Late model vehicle systems are
also designed to use less refrigerant and
can easily be running dangerously low
without you knowing.
In order to maintain a full system
charge and proper oil circulation, good
mechanics recommend service every two
to five years. The service should include
a system controls test, visual inspection,
leak check, refrigerant recovery, and
recharge.
Aside from low refrigerant level, some
common problems include missing
service port caps or cap seals that are necessary to ensure minimal refrigerant loss.
Other problems that can be spotted and
addressed include leaks at hose crimps or
connections and worn compressor drive
belts or tensioners. In addition, your mechanic may find clogged cabin air filters,
which not only reduce air flow but also

Javier Mendez
Owner and operator

Jo’s Garage, Inc.

At the Kerechuk building

(626) 872-0705

www.josgarage.com
impact the systems cooling efficiency.
AC service is best left to a professional.
There’s a risk to just topping off a system
with over-the-counter recharge cans sold
at local parts stores. They often contain
sealants that will complicate professional
servicing and increase your repair costs.
It is also too easy to overcharge a system
with these cans. The newer 1234yf systems must be free of air. This can only
be ensured by a professional system
evacuation.
If you have noticed reduced cooling
efficiency, cooler air coming from one
vent in comparison to another, or frequent compressor cycling on and off, it
is time to schedule an appointment with
your trusted service profession. Take care
of those AC issues while they are minor.
And remember to drive safely!
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Jo’s Garage, who is responsible
for the content. Around Alhambra does not
endorse advice recommended by this author
or any other provider.

Real Estate

7 Things You Must Know Before
Putting Your Home Up for Sale
By Rudy L. Kusuma, Your Home Sold
Guaranteed Realty

Alhambra - A new report has just
been released which reveals 7 costly
mistakes that most homeowners make
when selling their home, and a 9 Step
System that can help you sell your home
fast and for the most amount of money.
This industry report shows clearly how
the traditional ways of selling homes
have become increasingly less and less
effective in today’s market.
The fact of the matter is that fully
three quarters of homesellers don’t get
what they want for their homes and
become disillusioned and - worse –
financially disadvantaged when they
put their homes on the market. As this
report uncovers, most homesellers make

7 deadly mistakes that cost them literally
thousands of dollars. The good news is
that each and every one of these mistakes
is entirely preventable. In answer to this
issue, industry insiders have prepared a
free special report entitled “The 9 Step
System to Get Your Home Sold Fast and
For Top Dollar”.
To order a FREE Special Report, call
toll-free 1-888-300-4632 and enter 1000.
You can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.
Get your free special report NOW to
find out how you can get the most money
for your home.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real Esate Broker Lic# 01820322. Not
intended solicit buyers or sellers currently
under contract.
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Real Estate

Historic Neighborhoods in Alhambra - the Midwick Tract
Gary Frueholz, Dilbeck Real Estate

Alhambra has designated 26 historic residential neighborhoods throughout our city. These single-family homes each
reflect significant architectural styles, often connected to the
rich history of our city.
These historic neighborhoods maintain architectural
guidelines that serve as a guide for future remodeling, additions, and new home construction. Some of the better-known
neighborhoods in Alhambra are the Bean Tract, Midwick
Tract, Emery Park, and Alhambra Hills. Other neighborhoods that may not sound familiar are the East Shorb Tract,
South Ramona Tract, and Olive Avenue Tract. Signs marking
these neighborhoods are posted throughout Alhambra.
A great neighborhood to focus on is the MIdwick Tract,
located in southern Alhambra between Hellman Avenue, Atlantic Boulevard, Garvey Avenue, and Granada Park. Homes
in this neighborhood typically range from 1,100 to 1,800
square feet. Lots vary between 5,000 and 9,000 square feet.
In this tract, the predominant architecture is ranch style,
mostly constructed after World War II. They have a low single-story profile with a gentle slope to the roof. While these
homes often have a porch, they are typically not as large as
the porches of their architectural predecessor, the Craftsman.
Hardwood floors are common, along with tiled kitchen
counters, and thin red bricks around the fireplace.
Some colonial revival homes are also found in the Midwick
Tract. These homes will have a steeper slope to the roof, without much of a porch, which is usually just a covered portico
over the front door. They are often two stories with dormer
windows projecting out of the second story roof, and wood
lining the side of the house.
In the last year, 16 single family homes were sold in the
MIdwick Tract. The median price was $990,000 for about
1,586 square feet. The average time on the market prior to
accepting an offer was two weeks.
The Midwick Tract has an interesting history because prior
to World War II Alhambra, it was a golf course and polo
field. During the years of post war economic growth, it was
transformed into a residential neighborhood.
When you are in the Midwick Tract, you notice that streets
are not constructed in a grid arrangement, where streets are
straight and intersect other streets at right angles. In the
middle of the Midwick Tract is the Midwick Hill, which
necessitated a design where streets bend around the hill in
gentle curves and some streets meander up the side of the hill
to cul-de-sac ends.
The Midwick Hill presented the perfect topography for
a golf course and also for establishing a lavish country club
on the top of the hill. Built in 1912, the Midwick Country
Club served as a boundary between southern Alhambra and
Monterey Park. It encompassed slightly over 200 acres. Since
there were not many polo fields in the Los Angeles area, the
Midwick Country Club was the cause for some notoriety for
Alhambra. Over the years, King George V of England, Walt
Disney, Spencer Tracy, Will Rogers, and General George S.
Patton played on the polo field. The polo field was adjacent to
Hellman Avenue while the golf course was further south and

took advantage of the hilly terrain of the Midwick Hill. To the
east of the hilltop country club, were eight tennis courts.
Movies such as the Adventures of Robin Hood with Errol Flynn
and Olivia de Havilland and National Velvet with Elizabeth Taylor were filmed at the Midwick Country Club because it boasted
a majestic setting and horse stables.
Today, streets in the Midwick Tract are named after notable
golfers and polo players of the 1920’s and 30’s era. Tommy
Hitchcock was America’s best known polo player in the 1920’s,
Eric Pedley was an Olympian for the United States in 1932,
and Pat Roark was a well known English polo player. All these
prominent people have streets named after them in the Midwick
Tract. Golfers of that time with streets now named after them are
Gene Sarazen and Sam Snead. Tragically, polo player Pat Roark
was killed at the Midwick Country Club when his horse rolled
over him during a match in 1939.
After a decade during the Great Depression, Midwick Country Club defaulted on a secured loan in 1941 and was sold at
auction. It changed hands among various owners throughout the
1940’s, who continued to run the golf course but not with the
notoriety and profitability of the previous polo days. In 1948, the
current owner, who was in the construction field, deeded part of
the Midwick Tract to Los Angeles County to construct Granada
Park in exchange for the entitlement of building homes in the
rest of the Midwick Tract.
The name Midwick is an English word which means midway.
Midwick was selected as the name because this area was midway

Gary Frueholz

Dilbeck Real Estate
(626) 318-9436

Gary Frueholz is a realtor with Dilbeck
Real Estate, a past member of the
Alhambra Planning Commission, a
Certified Senior Real Estate Specialist,
Certified International Property
Specialist, and can be reached at
626-318-9436. See his stories at
www.garysstories.com.

between Pasadena and Los Angeles. To
this day, part of the charm and utility of
the Midwick Tract is that it has a strategic
location between major locations, including Los Angeles and Pasadena.
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