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From left are Tom Phelps, Alhambra Fire Chief; Valarie Gomez, CEO of
the YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley; Peppy Sciarra; Barbara Messina,
former Alhambra mayor; City Councilmember David Mejia; and
Christian Daly, assistant Field Deputy for Kathryn Barger, L.A. County
Board of Supervisors.

The Pumpkin Run promotes fitness and health and is one of the city’s largest community events.

Still time to sign up for
New Wondries
Pumpkin Run Oct. 27
Toyota building has
Halloween
Festival
to
feature
Grand Opening
costume contest, trick-or-treating

A

Grand
Opening
celebration took place
Aug. 22 for the new
Wondries Toyota building,
1439 W. Main St., Alhambra.
The Wondries family has been
selling Toyotas in Alhambra
for 30 years. During that time
they were housed in a building that was constructed in
the 1940s. “There is so much
cement in that building it
could be a bomb shelter,” said
owner Paul Wondries.
Now, for Toyota drivers, it’s
a new day and with it a new
building. Wondries Toyota
has opened a brand new automotive facility, offering sales,

service, and factory parts. Mr.
Wondries and Patty Wondries
hosted the celebration. The
guests assembled in the spacious customer lounge of the
new building where they were
welcomed by their hosts.
Mr. Wondries wasted no
time in introducing some of the
key players, including his builder Richard Hale. Mr. Hale was
charged with completing the
building in just 12 months, and
he beat his estimated schedule.
Toyota Executive Shawn
Domeracki congratulated Mr.
Wondries on his success and
presented him with a “katana,”
a traditionally made Japanese

>> see WONDRIES TOYOTA Page 10A
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D

owntown Alhambra and the City of
Alhambra will present the 6th Annual
Alhambra Pumpkin Run Halloween
Festival at 7 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 27, on South Second Street between Commonwealth and Main in
front of Alhambra High School. Proceeds from
each runner's bib will be donated to The Alhambra Educational Foundation.
The annual Hallowscream costume contest and

trick-or-treating, hosted by Downtown Alhambra,
will again join the Pumpkin Run Festival. The
costume contest is at noon, and trick-or-treating on
Main Street will be from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Downtown Alhambra at participating local businesses.
A new addition to the Pumpkin Run is a 10K
run starting at 7:30 a.m.
The 5K run and walk begins at 8 a.m. in front
of Rick's Drive In and Out, 132 W. Main St. The
>> see PUMPKIN RUN Page 2A

Alhambra High Head
Football Coach named 2019
LA Rams Coach of the Week

H

ow does one top a 4-0
winning start to this
year’s football season
and a 35-6 Moor victory over
Wilson High? If you are Alhambra High Head Football
Coach Eric Bergstrom, you get
named 2019 Los Angeles Rams
Coach of the Week.
This recognition comes as no
surprise to his coaching staff or
the football team who celebrated
the honor with Coach Bergstrom.
On the field or off, the 6 foot 6
inch coach stands out on the
AHS campus for more reasons Named the 2019 Los Angeles Rams Coach of the Week, Alhambra High Head
than one. Famous for initiating Football Coach Eric Bergstrom celebrates with his coaching staff and team after
High-Five Fridays at the high winning 35-6 over Wilson High, their fourth straight win of the season.
>> see AHS FOOTBALL COACH Page 17A
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Mayor’s Corner

Hello Alhambra!

By Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler

September has had some very warm
temperatures recorded, and I hope everyone
is keeping an eye out for our elderly and
young neighbors who are more sensitive to
temperature changes. It’s always a challenge
to keep our homes cool and costs down and
be responsible climate warriors.
I had the opportunity to attend a very
important meeting with a group named
Clean Air SGV. Attending was the California Environmental Protection Agency Air
Resources Board, who supports the use of
PurpleAir Sensors to gather much needed
data to help us understand our pollution.
The sensors detect fine particulate matter,
smoke, and dust in the air. All that is required is a willingness to participate in the
program, an electrical outlet that allows it to
be installed outside of the building or home,
a flat surface, Wi-Fi access to get the sensor

online, and a willingness to receive APIFM
communications to maintain the sensor. I
am a proud owner of a purple sensor, and
my husband and I check it quite often. We
live near the 710 freeway exit, and the car
traffic impacts our and our neighborhood’s
air quality daily. I am hoping to invite them
to provide an educational discussion from 6
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 9, in the library,
101 S. First St.
I want to thank all of the community
members who were able to make it to the
Alhambra 9/11 memorial services. Of
course our first responders were on hand
to toll the bell and recognize the fallen. We
must never forget how many lives were lost
and how many remain very sick from the
air quality on that date. We shall remember
those who risked their lives on that date,
both civilians and civil servants.
Sept. 15 through Oct. 15 is Latino
Heritage Month, and the City of Alhambra
started it off with a wonderful celebration
at the farmers market. I and councilmembers and their families were on hand to
give greetings. The Spanish immersion
students performed a couple of traditional
dances and the mariachi and Aztec dancers
were second to none. The place really got
crowded as the day went on. As usual, the
Parks and Recreation Dept. outdid itself
organizing and setting up. The Arts and
Cultural Commission provided a chalk art
contest that was extraordinary.
Please stop by the city hall and check
out our local artists commemorating the
month!
Please participate in the Pumpkin Run
and the Alhambra Educational Foundation’s Magic in the Music Oct. 12.
Until next month.

Garfield Elementary cheerleaders take first place in the A Division (seventh and eighth grade)
in 2018 with longtime coach Natalie Alarid.

Parks & Recreation Dept.
offers Cheerleading,
Flag Football
The Alhambra Parks and Recreation
Department is offering two popular
programs this fall, Cheerleading and Flag
Football for elementary school students.
There is still time to sign up.
Cheerleading
Participants in this popular program
learn basic cheerleading skills, including
rhythm, music, choreography, showmanship, and team cooperation. Practices take
place during weekdays at an After-School
Program playground site. Participants will
cheer at City of Alhambra Flag Football
games. The program concludes with the
annual All City Cheerleading Championships. The $30 fee includes a T-shirt. There

may be additional uniform costs.
Flag Football
This program emphasizes teamwork
and sportsmanship. Players from all eight
elementary schools will learn football
techniques such as passing, blocking, and
catching. Practices will take place at an
After-School Site Program playground site
on weekdays. Sign-ups and practice began
in August. Games will be played at Almansor
Park starting Thursday, Oct. 3. The fee is $30.
For more information about Cheerleading or Flag Football, inquire or register at
the Recreation Division Office, 626-5705081, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. or online at cityofalhambra.org.

CERT refresher training offered

On Saturday, Nov. 9, the Fire Department will host a CERT (Community
Emergency Response Team) Training Refresher for all Alhambra CERT members.
This is a good opportunity to bring skills
up to date and renew friendships with
fellow CERT team members.
The refresher training will take place
from 9 a.m. to noon at the Alhambra
Fire Department Training Center, 911 S.
New Ave., Alhambra. During the training, Alhambra Firefighters will conduct
scenarios in a hands-on training exercise
to allow CERT members to practice the
skills they developed in the initial CERT
curriculum.

Topics to be covered during this
half-day session will include triage and
treatment of multiple victims, search and
rescue, team organization, lifting and
cribbing of heavy materials, fire suppression, and other related topics.
To register, please confirm a spot by
sending an e-mail to cert@alhambrafire.
org. Please only send an e-mail if attending. All participants must bring CERT
personal protective equipment in order to
participate.

PUMPKIN RUN From Page 1A

run/walk goes west on Main Street and
makes a U-turn at Sixth Street to travel
back on Main Street going east. Pumpkin runners get to run on the pavement
of Main Street and enjoy the community
while the streets are closed to cars and
traffic. There will also be a 1K race for
kids 4 to 13 years of age that begins at
9:30 a.m. Earn a 2019 medal to commemorate finishing the race and get a
runner's T-shirt, swag bag, and free beer
(for 21+ sponsored by Ohana Brewery)
for registering to run.
The beer garden, sponsored by
Ohana Brewery, will be open to runners
and non-runners 21+ from 8 a.m. to 2

p.m. Shop at Alhambra’s weekly Certified Farmers Market, enjoy a cold beer,
shop at the local craft vendors, explore
Downtown Alhambra, and dance to a
live band that will perform on the main
stage throughout the day.
The City of Alhambra will host a kids’
zone filled with face painting, games,
and a pumpkin patch.
There will be a pumpkin pie making
contest hosted by Alhambra Chamber
Board members and Ambassadors.
Register to run at www.alhambrapumpkinrun.com.
Follow on Facebook at www.facebook.com/alhambrapumpkinrun.
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Planet Fitness introduces new mobile app
Planet Fitness is proud to announce its
new mobile app. The new version of
the app will allow members to stay
engaged with PF through new
features and content and monitor their fitness goals. Here are
some of the features:
Tracking fitness goals
The views on the app home
screen are designed to help
members track progress toward
their individual fitness goals on a
weekly and monthly basis. For example,
members are now able to see the total minutes of
activity logged in the current week.
The weekly goal number is based on National
Fitness Council recommendations, and the members’ fitness levels are indicated in their profiles.
There will be a “ring” as users gets closer to their
goals. Members can now see the number of activities logged during the week, calories burned,
the duration of activity, and the total number of
active minutes logged. At the end of the month,
the app will display a chart that gives users a quick
snapshot of their monthly activities.
The profile menu
The profile menu contains many user-specific
options. Users can add or update their profile
pictures, add their goals, and even include their
fitness levels. Members can make changes to their
profile information at any time. In addition,
they can view the details of their memberships,

including membership status, types of
membership, and home club details.
Members with a Classic membership will see the option to
upgrade to the Black Card. If
the member is out of town, the
app will allow them to find a
club nearby, searching by city,
state, or ZIP code.
About the workouts
New features with this mobile
app are predefined workouts that
will guide users through circuits of
individual exercises. Choose from a variety of
different workouts. A brief description of the
workout, equipment requirements, fitness level,
and time required can be viewed with a list of the
individual exercises within the workout.
Upon completion of the workout, users receive
a summary of the total time and calories burned.
Save the workout to have it count toward weekly
and monthly activity goals, and view it in the
activity history. First time gym users will have the
ability to choose from an extensive video library
of exercises featuring a variety of equipment,
including many body-weight only options.
From checking in with a digital key tag,
watching guided workouts, to booking free training sessions, PF is confident that members will
enjoy the new app. As always, feel free to contact
the Alhambra club at 626-576-8800 or in person
at 610 E .Valley Blvd. with questions.

Fitness instructor Arthur Zozaya with Planet Fitness’ new mobile app.
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Library offers
plenty of activities
for children, adults
The Alhambra Civic Center Library, 101 S. First St.,
starts up its popular Homework Help program again in
October. Homework assistance with daily homework
assignments is offered to children ages 5-12 from 3:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays
in the Children's Room. Registration is not required.
Help is provided on a first-come, first-served basis. Space
is limited, and children 9 years old and younger must be
accompanied in the library at all times by a caregiver over
the age of 14.
For youngsters grade four through seven there is the
Middle Grade Makers. They meet every from 2:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Thursday in the Homework Center. No registration is required. Space and supplies are limited. Please
arrive on time.
The LEGO® Club meets from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. the second Monday of every month in Reese Hall. This activity
is recommended for ages 4 and up. Children ages 9 and
younger must be accompanied by a caregiver over the age
of 14. Focused around group LEGO® play, each month
features a special theme to inspire engineering creativity.
The library will provide the building bricks — just bring
imagination! Please note that space and materials are
limited.
For adults there is the Alhambra Page Turners. They
meet from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesdays in the library board
room. In the first week of October they will finish up reading and discussing Baby Teeth by Zoje Stage. Then they
will begin Dutch Girl: Audrey Hepburn and World War II
by Robert Matzen. This riveting biography chronicles Ms.
Hepburn's intense experiences through five years of Nazi
occupation in the Netherlands to shed light on the untold
story of Audrey Hepburn under fire in World War II.
Don’t forget the TEDTalk viewing and discussion for
October in Reese Hall. The subject this month talk is “The
Secret Life of Dogs” with Lisa Espinosa.

Second place went to Shiyi Luo and Zoe Chen for
“Green Woman Skeleton.”
Artists in the Chalk Art Contest ranged from children creating
oversized refrigerator art to some very talented professionals creating
very good art. First place went to Aaron Edmundo Hernandez for
“Selena.”

Latino Heritage
Festival bigger,
better than ever
On Sept. 15, the weekly Farmers Market on South Second
Street hosted the annual Latino Heritage Festival. For the first
time, there was a simultaneous sidewalk Chalk Art Contest amid
everything else going on, sponsored by the Downtown Alhambra

Third Place (People's Choice) went to Shelsea
Business Association, which
Flores for “Black and White Tiger.”
drew at least 27 participants.
The drawings were judged
and prizes awarded.
There was something for everyone festival and welcome everyone. They
on that day. The show stopper however made themselves available to talk with
was the Latino Heritage Festival, which the public. Also on hand to meet and
included cultural products from cloth- greet was State Sen. Susan Rubio.
Over at the Chalk Art Contest, large
ing to art and crafts. Of course there
was Latino inspired food on offer and strips of paper were laid down on the
a colorful and treat filled piñata for the sidewalk for use by the artists (to facilitate
clean up by keeping the actual sidewalk
kids.
The most popular offering was the free of chalk). The artists ranged from
entertainment. The continuous live mu- children creating oversized refrigerator
sic and Folklorico dancers included the art to some very talented professionals
Aztec Fire Dancers, The Dancing Fire creating very good art.
The first place or Best in Show of the
Samba Dancers, Mariachi Voz Juvenil,
Ballet Folklorico De Las Alazanas, and chalk artists, Aaron Edmundo HernanAlhambra’s own nightclub and dance dez, was awarded $500, for “Selena.”
studio, The Granada LA. A continually Runners up Alhambra High School sturotating audience sat in comfort in the dent team of Shiyi Luo and Zoe Chen
were awarded $250 for “Green Woman
shade of overhead canopies.
Alhambra Mayor Adele An- Skeleton.” The People’s Choice award,
drade-Stadler and Councilmember $250, went to Shelsea Flores for Black
David Mejia were on hand to open the and White Tiger.

Published by the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce.
A monthly publication with a circulation of 40,000, Around Alhambra is mailed to every business
and residence in the City of Alhambra and to all interested local, state, and county officials.
We welcome comments, press releases, and community interest stories and will make
every effort to include all appropriate information. Articles submitted and printed in Around
Alhambra do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce or
its Board of Directors. Please e-mail submissions to djenkins@alhambrachamber.org.
For advertising rates and other information, contact
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St., Alhambra, CA 91801
Tel: 626 282-8481 Fax: 626 282-5596
www.alhambrachamber.org
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At 9 a.m. on Sept. 11, Alhambra held its 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony along with cities
across the country.

Alhambra observes 9/11

Eighteen years after the terrorist attacks
on Sept. 11, 2001, that killed nearly 3,000
people in New York, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, the entire nation paused to remember
and pay honor to those who lost their lives
on that day, especially those of the first responders who answered the call of duty for
the last time. At 9 a.m. on Sept. 11, Alhambra held its own Remembrance Ceremony
along with cities across the country.
Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler welcomed the gathering of police, firefighters,
and the public who came in memory of
this national tragedy. This was followed
by a police honor guard who posted the
Colors and Police Chief Timothy Vu who
led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Fire Chief Tom Phelps explained the

significance of tolling the bell on this occasion. At the thousands of such ceremonies
on this day, fire station and church bells
ring out across the land in a tradition that
dates back 150 years. The bell ringing signifies the end of an emergency and a return
to quarters. In the case of many New York
Firefighters on 9/11, it was the final call to
quarters. Chief Phelps also asked that the
first responders who have been plagued
with health problems since that day also be
remembered.
Police Chaplain Garrett Ho read the
Firefighters Prayer. The half hour ceremony
was concluded by Chief Phelps who welcomed the assembled to enjoy refreshment
and to speak with the fire and police personnel who were present.
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Mark Keppel High School
class of 1964 to hold
55 year reunion
55th

The Mark Keppel High School class of 1964 will reunite for its 55th reunion Oct. 26 at the famous North
Woods Inn located at 7247 Rosemead Blvd., just south
Reunion
of Las Tunas in San Gabriel. This luncheon event will
begin around 11:30 a.m. and continue to at least 3 p.m.
The cost to attendees is $10 at the door plus the cost of
the meal and drinks, which will include a 20% gratuity.
Mark Keppel High School graduates of the class of 1964, or any nearby year,
please join the fun.
RSVP as soon as possible to reunion organizer Joe Genovese at josephgenovese08@Gmail.com, or call him at 480-822-9724.

Class of 1964

The following crimes were reported to the Alhambra Police Department in
August. The areas of occurrence are listed to the nearest block, not exact addresses. By
publishing these reports, it is hoped that Alhambra residents will take the necessary
measures to ensure their individual safety, as well as the safety of their property.
Neighborhood Watch Works! To join Neighborhood Watch, or for more crime
prevention information and safety tips, call the Alhambra Police Department Crime
Prevention Office at 626-570-5177.
District One

Burglary (1)
600 N. Novelda
Theft/Burglary from
Vehicle (14)
00 N. First (X3)
80 S. First (X4)
00 S. Third
900 N. Garfield
200 E. Alhambra
300 N. Story
300 N. El Molino
200 E. Main
400 S. Stoneman
Grand Theft Auto (6)
00 N. Fourth
100 E. Alhambra
300 W. Commonwealth
800 N. Stoneman
1100 N. Stoneman
300 N. Atlantic
Robbery (3)
First/Woodward
800 E. Main (X2)

District Two

District Three

District Four

Theft/Burglary from Burglary (1)
Burglary (1)
Vehicle (13)
300 N. Electric
2100 S. Winthrop
1000 S. Garfield
Theft/Burglary from Theft/Burglary
1100 S. Vega
Vehicle (18)
from Vehicle (3)
1500 S. Sierra Vista (X2) 500 N. Palm
2900 W. Ramona
100 E. Valley
500 S. Palm
1800 W. Garvey
600 E. Valley (X2)
800 N. Bushnell
1000 S. Edith
500 E. Hellman
800 N. Dos Robles (X2) Grand Theft Auto (2)
700 E. Valley
100 N. Electric
1500 S. Palm
1400 E. Valley
2100 W. Main
1500 S. Atlantic
900 W. Shorb
3000 W. Main
Robbery (4)
100 E. Hellman
1800 W. Commonwealth 2000 S. Garvey
1800 S. Stoneman
100 S. Marengo
2100 S. Fremont
Grand Theft Auto (1) 900 S. Fremont
1900 S. Elm
200 W. Valley
300 N. Primrose
2900 W. Valley
Robbery (1)
600 S. Electric
1500 S. Seventh
2100 W. Orange (X3)
Date/ Orange
Grand Theft Auto (2)
2100 W. Main (X2)
Robbery (1)
2100 W. Main
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PRESENTS THE

6TH ANNUAL

PARTY TIME & RUN FUN!

OCT
2019

The Alhambra Pumpkin Run is also a HUGE
costume party! Dress up in your best Halloween,
pumpkin, or orange gear! From Halloween costumes
to pumpkin tutus, make it fun and memorable!
Costumes may not create a safety hazard to yourself or other runners.

AlhambraPumpkinRun.com

Proceeds will benefit:

Run Map
10K
5K
1K

x2

*2nd St Festival Close-Up

10K START: 7:30AM
5K START: 8:00AM
1K START: 9:30AM
FESTIVAL TIMELINE (subject to change)
6:00am: Registration Start
7:15am:10K Opening Ceremony (Start-Line Stage)
7:00am - 2:00pm: Alhambra Farmer’s Market
7:00am - 8:30am: Local Dance Performances, Games & Give-A-Ways (Main Stage)
7:30am: 10K Race Start (Start-Line Stage)
7:45am: 5K & 1K Opening Ceremony (Start-Line Stage)
8:00am: 5K Race Start (Start-Line Stage)
8:00am - 2:00pm: Beer Garden Open
8:30am: 10K & 5K Award Ceremony (Start-Line Stage)
8:30am - 10:00am: Suave Band (Main Stage)
9:00am: Running Team Recognition (Start-Line Stage)
9:30am: 1K Race Start (Start-Line Stage)
10:15am: 1K Award Ceremony (Start-Line Stage)
10:00am - 11:00am: Local Dance Performances, Games & Give-A-Ways (Main Stage)
11:00am: Pumpkin Pie Contest & Homebrew Contest Award Ceremony (Main Stage)
12:00pm - 1:00pm: Downtown Alhambra Costume Contest (Main Stage)
1:00pm - 2:00pm: Beer Garden Happy Hour
1:00pm: Local Dance Performances, Games & Give-A-Ways (Main Stage)
1:00pm - 3:00pm: Downtown Alhambra Main Street Trick-or-Treating

Downtown
Alhambra
Costume
Contest
Registration &
Trick or Treat
Map and Free
Bag Pick Up

DOWNTOWN ALHAMBRA 2019 HALLOWSCREAM
TRICK-OR-TREATING & COSTUME CONTEST
11:00am - 12:00pm: Registration and Early Registration Check-in at the
Downtown Alhambra Booth next to the Main Stage.
12:00pm - 1pm: Hallowscream Costume Contest at Main Stage.
$200 Grand Prize Winner + other prizes!
1:00pm - 3:00pm: Trick-or Treating!!! Pick up FREE Trick-or-Treat Bag* and
Map* at the Downtown Alhambra Booth next to the Main Stage. Visit
over 30 participating businesses in a safe and fun walk around Downtown
Alhambra.
Interactive
Activities

To register early for costume contest, go to Eventbrite via: bit.ly/Hallowscream19
*Trick-or-treating bags while supplies last.

PARKING

Park at Public City Lots or available street parking. Please park outside of
the race route, as indicated on the course map. Parking lots are located on
1st Street north and south of Main Street.
Please be courteous and DO NOT block residential driveways, or park in the
local business parking lots. We are not responsible for any parking tickets or
towing. Lastly, please keep our beautiful city clean!

Thank you to our sponsors!
DOWNTOWN
ALHAMBRA

STAY CONNECTED!

alhambrapumpkinrun.com

#PumpkinRun2019
@alhambrapumpkinrun
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Tax Tips

Information for non-filers
Please note, this month’s tax tip came
from the June IRS Tax Tips, with extensions due Oct. 15, I thought this would
be an appropriate article to be shared.
While the federal income tax filing
deadline has passed for most people,
some taxpayers did not file an extension
and still have not filed their tax return.
These taxpayers should file ASAP. They
should do so even if they can’t pay to
avoid potential penalties and interest,
which can continue to add up quickly.
Here are some things taxpayers in
this situation should know:
• Penalties and interest are only
added on unfiled returns if the taxpayer
did not pay taxes by the April deadline.
Taxpayers who did not file and owe tax
should file a tax return and pay as much
as they are able to now. If they can’t pay
the full amount, they should learn about
payment options. These can reduce possible penalties and interest added to the
amount the taxpayer owes.
• IRS Free File is available on irs.gov
through Oct. 15.
• Some taxpayers may have extra
time to file their tax returns and pay any
taxes due. These include:
o Some disaster victims.
o Military service members and eligible support personal in combat zones.
o U.S. citizens and resident aliens
who live and work outside the U.S. and
Puerto Rico.
• If the return is filed more than 60
days after the April due date, the minimum penalty is either $210 or 100% of
the unpaid tax, whichever is less. Therefore, if the tax due is $210 or less, the
penalty is equal to the amount due. If the
tax due is more than $210, the penalty is
at least $210.
• The IRS provided penalty relief
for certain taxpayers whose 2018 federal

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at Alhambra
Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St., Alhambra.
Alhambra Tax Center has served Alhambra
residents since 1970. He can be reached
at 626-282-1084. Tax questions, or
any other questions, can be e-mailed to
michael@alhambrataxcenter.com. To view
previous topics, read his blogs at www.
alhambrataxcenter.com.

income tax withholding and estimate
tax payments fell short of their total tax
liability for the year.
• Other taxpayers filing after the
deadline may also qualify for penalty
relief. Those who are charged a penalty
may contact the IRS and explain why
they were unable to file and pay by the
due date.
• Taxpayers who have a history of
filing and paying on time often qualify
for first-time penalty abatement.
• There is no penalty for filing late if
a refund is due.
If you have any other question, contact
a tax preparer or the IRS.

New CHAMBER MEMBER!

WELCOME OUR

Yang’s Kitchen
112 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-281-1035
yangskitchenla.com
Yang’s Kitchen sources local, sustainable, and organic when possible and cooks
premium ingredients from scratch with love.
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The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
thanks these members for renewing their memberships
and for their continued support:
Alhambra Alumni
Athletic Foundation
P.O Box 6133
Alhambra, CA 91802
626-674-3160
Member since 2017

Emcore Corporation
2015 Chestnut St.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-293-3400
Member since 2012

Jasmine House
11 W. Main St.
Alhambra Foundry Co., LTD.
Alhambra, CA 91801
1147 Meridian Ave.
626-284-8000
Alhambra, CA 91803
Member since 2016
626-289-4294
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
Member since 2001
104 S. 1st St, Alhambra, CA 91801
La Guard, Gary
Member since 2016
Alhambra Public Library
Foundation
New Omni Bank
101 S. First St.
1235 S. Garfield Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-570-5079
626-284-5555
Member since 2006
Member since 2012
Alhambra Unified School District
Partyline Events Rentals
1515 W. Mission Road
9674 Telstar Ave., Unit J
Alhambra, CA 91803
El Monte, CA 91731
626-943-3330
323-222-7115
Member since 1974
Member since 2014
Auntie M Creative
Plaza Printing
Consultants, Inc.
126 E. Valley Blvd.
614 S. Date St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-576-0209
626-308-9774
Member since 1995
Member since 2005

Poprock Academy
11 S. Second St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-ROCK
Member since 2012
Special Signs, Inc.
115 N. San Gabriel Blvd.
San Gabriel, CA 91775
626-285-8870
Member since 2001
St. Thomas More School
2510 S. Fremont Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-284-5778
Member since 2004
U.S. Storage Centers
- Alhambra
2500 W. Hellman Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-872-6922
Member since 2014
United One Insurance Agency
1400 W. Main St., Suite A
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-677-3950
Member since 2018

Classical European
Music Academy
P. O. Box 3994
Los Angeles, CA 90078
323-678-3239
Member since 2014

To renew your membership with a credit card, please phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481.

The Perfect Exposure Gallery, 2424 W. Valley Blvd., Alhambra, hosts the August
Chamber mixer. The Perfect Exposure Gallery displays the work of award winning
and accomplished photojournalists as well as works of photographers who regard
artistry and craftsmanship as a standard of excellence. The exhibits are free of charge.
The Chamber Mixers are offered on the fourth Wednesday of every month and
provide an opportunity for members to get to know each other and share business
contacts all in the friendly confines of a member business.
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Talbot Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm Insurance Regina Talbot, Agent, 626-357-3401
Insurance License #: 0G05807

Know what’s covered with
condo unit owner’s insurance
Master policies and unit policies: get to
know the condominium insurance types
available.
Your condo is more than a roof over
your head: It's your home. So make sure
you understand insurance basics and coverage options for your unit.
Lender requirements
Most mortgage lenders require proof of
condo unit owners insurance before they
approve a purchase. If you're in the market
for a condo unit, contact an insurance
representative right away to get the process
started.
Price factors
Your condo unit owner policy's price,
or premiums, depends on the amount
of coverage, the deductible (the cost the
policyholder must pay before insurance
payments begin), and any applicable
discounts and charges. Less coverage and
a high deductible mean lower premiums.
More coverage and a low deductible
mean higher premiums. A knowledgeable
insurance agent can help you find the right
balance for your home and family.
Master policy and unit policy
Generally, a condo association insures
the building and common elements under
a single policy, called the master policy.
This policy typically provides one of three
kinds of coverage:
• The basic building (walls, roof, floors,
elevators), but not unit items (such as
appliances, carpeting, cabinets, wall coverings) and in some cases not interior walls.
• The basic building and unit items,
but not unit additions, alterations, or improvements made by you at your expense.
• The basic building and unit items,
including additions, alterations, and
improvements.
When a master policy is in place, you
will need to purchase an individual policy
to cover the items and changes in your
unit not covered by the association master
policy, including your personal property,
personal liability, and assessments made

against all members of the association.
You may also want to consider coverage
for damage to your unit not compensated
because of the master policy deductible.
Keep in mind that unit owner insurance
responsibilities can vary widely. For example, some associations may have no master
policy, which shifts the responsibility for
insuring the structure to the unit owners.
Review your building's insurance documents and bylaws with a qualified agent
early in the purchasing process to make
sure you comply with all requirements and
purchase adequate coverage for your home.
Other unit policy coverages
A typical condo unit owner policy also
includes coverage for several other common
items and situations:
• Personal property: In most cases,
condo unit owners are responsible for
insuring their possessions against theft,
damage, or loss. Personal property coverage
insures your clothes, furniture, electronic
equipment, and other household items for
their replacement value or their actual cash
value (original price minus depreciation).
Your property is usually covered whether it
is in the unit or you have it with you when
you are away from home.
• Loss of use: This coverage applies
if you temporarily have to live elsewhere
because your condo was made uninhabitable by a fire or other covered peril. The
policy will reimburse you for the portion of
hotel bills, meals, laundry, and other living
expenses that exceed what you would pay if
you were living in your home.
• Personal liability: Liability coverage
protects you if others make a claim or bring
suit against you for physical injuries, bodily
injury, or property damage for which you
are responsible. It also provides protection
if you or a family member causes damage
to others' property. Some policies will pay
for defense and court costs in addition to
settlement costs.
For more information, contact Regina
Talbot at 626-357-3401.

Alhambra Woman’s
Club to meet Oct. 2

The Alhambra Woman’s Club's first fall
meeting will take place at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 2, atcAlmansor Court, 700 S.
Almansor St, Alhambra.
The Woman’s Club is a community of fun
loving women who network and socialize.
New and current members who live

in Alhambra and surrounding areas are
invited to attend. The entertainment will
be provided by The Soul Vibers.
The cost is $20 for members and $25
for non-members.
Please call 626-289-9307 for a reservation by Oct. 1.

Premier Insurance Group/Allstate, 1127 S. Fremont Ave., Suite C-MB#12,
Alhambra, hosts the Chamber’s monthly Business to Business networking event
Sept. 12. Allstate offers A through Z services and policies, such as auto, home,
business, life, retirement, employee supplemental, and health insurance policies and
products for families and individuals. The company believes personal interaction
and communication with their customers are important to keeping a relationship.
Business to Business is held from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. the second Thursday of each
month. It offers opportunities for members of the business community to get to know
each other and promote their businesses.
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The Federal Bureau of
Investigation presented
“Cyber Crime, Business
E-mail Compromise,
and Social Media
Implications” at the
Chamber’s Lunch &
Learn Sept. 19. Speaker
Special Agent John
Palmieri, an agent
with the Los Angeles
Division of the FBI who
has worked Cyber and
Digital Forensics for the
last decade, provided
an overview of trends
observed regarding cyber
threats to businesses and
discussed steps to mitigate
the threats. Lunch &
noon to 1:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the month at the
Learn is held from
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce, 104 S. First St.
WONDRIES TOYOTA From Page 1A

(Samurai) sword. It was presented along
with a beautiful display mounting. The
receiving of such a sword is a distinct
honor.
L.A. County Supervisor Kathryn
Barger, represented by Christian
Daly, and State Senator Susan Rubio,
represented by Carla Boggs, presented
Mr. Wondries with Certificates of Congratulations. Alhambra was represented
by former Mayor Barbara Messina and
Councilmember David Mejia, who also
presented Mr. Wondries with a Certificate of Congratulations.
In the most heartfelt introduction

of the evening, Mr. Wondries brought
up his friend, 95-year-old Joe “Peppy”
Sciarra. Mr. Sciarra, World War II
combat veteran, has been a friend of the
Wondries family for over 50 years. Mr.
Sciarra knew Mr. Wondries’ father Bob
and first met Paul when he was just 18
years old. They have remained friends
ever since.
After the presentations, there were
tours of the new building, and Toyota
managers were available to answer questions well into the evening. Now fully
operational, the new Toyota building is
open for business.
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Alhambra High School
Hall of Fame Luncheon
to be held Oct. 20
Former Alhambra High
School Baseball Player and
current pitcher for the
Los Angeles Angels Noe
Ramirez will headline the
2019 AHS Hall of Fame
Luncheon at noon Sunday,
Oct. 20, at Almansor
Court, 700 S. Almansor
St., Alhambra
Mr. Ramirez will be
inducted along with former athletes Aeric Allen,
Dan Ayers, Sam Battle,
Phillip Benavides, Craig
Blower, Dan Guzman, Joe
Losorelli, Mario Molina,
Alex Morrison, Joy Petway,
and Bob Rippen.
Jan Crawford, Phil
Keathley, Gary Neeley,
and Fred Whittingham
will also be inducted as
coaches.
In addition, Frank
Cano, Tony Ortega,
and Stu Spencer will be
honored as Distinguished
Alumni.
The Keynote Speaker
is AHS Hall of Famer and
1967 AHS Senior Athlete

Noe Ramirez, Los Angeles Angels pitcher and former Alhambra
High School baseball player, will headline the AHS Hall of
Fame Luncheon Sunday, Oct. 20.

of the Year Scott Larson, who went on to play baseball and
basketball at Occidental College and then played in the
Mets, Brewers, and Yankees Minor Leagues.
The cost is $50 per person. Checks should be made
payable to AAAF and can be mailed to P.O. Box 6133,
Alhambra 91802.
For more information, please visit the new website at
ahshalloffame.com, or contact Joanne Ward at 909-9573826 or Mike Koski at 626-674-3160.

From left are Jerry J. Ruiz, Academy of Special Dreams director of administration; Kathleen
McKay, advisory board; Stephen David Simon, CEO of DOD; Michael Dergar, Academy
founder and CEO; and Wendy Osawa, Academy Community Board member.

12th Annual Disability
Art Exhibition 2019 to
showcase creativity of
special needs community
“This art exhibition is a testament to the
creativity of our friends in the special needs
community, and we encourage everyone to
stop by the Los Angeles City Hall Lobby
to see their works of art and to join us at
the awards ceremony and reception at 9:30
a.m. Thursday, Oct. 10, at the Los Angeles
City Hall Forecourt,” said Michael Dergar,

president and CEO of the Pasadena-based
Academy of Special Dreams Foundation.
The foundation will welcome artist
Maru Pombo, the featured Academy of
Special Dreams Community Ambassador
from Oaxaca, Mexico.
To learn more, please visit www.specialacademy.org.
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Drum majors, from left, Renee Chung, Mark Keppel High School; Andy Lam, San Gabriel High
School; and Renee Ruiz Hermosillo, Alhambra High School, say practice makes perfect.

Alhambra School
District Band marches on
Planning and preparation for the 2020
Rose Parade continues. The 1,000+ high
school musicians are rehearsing and training
for the world famous Jan. 1 parade. They
meet twice a month at San Gabriel High
School after school. First they practice in section. Trumpeters from all three high schools
find shade in the parking lot and practice
their tempo and synchronization together.
So do the drum section, tubas, clarinets, etc.
After an hour of practice, they reassemble on the field, choose a few songs, and
practice marching in step while playing.
They are improving markedly. The three
school bands are playing, marching,
and performing as one. Band leader and
Alhambra High School teacher Mark
Trulson is proud of the improvement but
keeps pushing for a better sound and more

endurance, which will be needed for the
5-mile long parade in weather that will
start out cool and end up hot.
Meanwhile, the Alhambra Educational
Foundation continues its fundraising
efforts to bring in the $200,000 that will
be required for expenses, including new
uniforms, transportation, and food. As part
of the ongoing fundraising activities, there
will be a drawing for a brand new 2020
Honda Accord at an event called “Magic
in the Music” featuring Richard Blade,
which will be held from 6 p.m. to 10:30
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 12, on Second Street
between Main Street and Commonwealth
Avenue in Alhambra. The Magic in the
Music event will be a celebration of music,
magic, barbecue, and fun as well as raising
money for the band.

Alhambra Hospital Medical
Center makes ‘100 Great
Community Hospitals’ list
Alhambra Hospital Medical Center
was named on the 2019 list of 100 Great
Community Hospitals released by Becker’s
Healthcare, a leading source of business and
legal information for health care industry
leaders.
This marks the fourth consecutive time
that Alhambra Hospital Medical Center
has been named to the list by the publisher,
which includes Becker’s Hospital Review
and other publications.
“Our goal at Alhambra Hospital
Medical Center is to ensure that we meet
the standard of excellence in quality and
safety each day for our patients,” said Iris
Lai, CEO of Alhambra Hospital Medical
Center. “This drives everything we do. By
doing this, we are making a difference every
day by building healthier communities.”
Becker’s “100 great community hospitals
2019” list includes independent community hospitals as well as facilities affiliated

Frances Moore
Jan. 25, 1938 – Sept. 15, 2019

Former Alhambra City
Clerk Frances Moore dies
Frances Moore, Alhambra resident
and former Alhambra City Clerk, died
Sept. 15.
Ms. Moore was born Jan. 25, 1938,
in Los Angeles, and later moved to
Monterey Park. She attended Sacred
Heart School and received her Bachelor
of Arts from UC Riverside.
Ms. Moore served the City of Alhambra for more than 45 years in the
City Clerk’s office and as City Clerk
from 1986 to 2009. She was a member
of the Alhambra Rotary Club and
president for 2001-2002, a member
and past president of Soroptimist International of Alhambra, San Marino, and
San Gabriel, a member of the National
Women’s Political Caucus San Gabriel
Valley, and a member of the YMCA of
West San Gabriel Valley Board of Directors. Ms. Moore was named Woman
of the Year by U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff
in 2008 for her efforts as a public servant in the City Clerk’s office and her
dedication to volunteerism and giving
back to the community. She was a
lifetime member of both the Alhambra

with large health systems. Some hospitals
serve expansive rural geographies, while
others care for small communities outside
of large cities. The hospitals continue to
grow in many communities, opening new
departments and sites to improve access to
care.
Many of the hospitals have been recognized for their clinical quality, operational
excellence, and economic influence on the
surrounding areas. For this list, Becker’s
defines a community hospital as a facility
with no more than 550 beds.
Alhambra Hospital Medical Center’s
clinical excellence has been recognized
nationally by Truven Health Analytics
St. Therese Adult Choir and the Credo
2016 Top 100 Hospitals and most recently, Catholic choir under Director Charlotte
Leapfrog Grade “A” for Patient Safety for Landsberg will present a requiem Mass at
fall 2018 and spring 2019.
11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 2, celebrated by Pastor Philip Sullivan. All recently departed
parishioners’ names will be chanted.
The Gabriel Faure choral-orchestral
composition from the late 1880s is a shortened Catholic Mass for the dead in Latin.
During an interview, Faure called it a “lullaby of death but a happy deliverance with
an aspiration toward happiness above.” The
sung Mass will incorporate the composi-

Historical Society and the Alhambra
Day Nursery Auxiliary.
As Alhambra’s City Clerk, Ms.
Moore was well-respected among her
peers for her remarkable efficiency,
her unparalleled depth of knowledge,
and her professional dedication. By
streamlining the city’s legislative and
record management procedures, she
saved valuable time and public funding.
Ms. Moore established the self-sustaining Public Arts Gallery in the lobby
of Alhambra City Hall. The gallery
promotes local artists’ work by providing a forum for creative recognition,
distribution, and sales. A commission
on each artwork sold helps cover the
gallery’s operating expenses without
reliance of public funds. For her efforts,
Ms. Moore earned the Helen Putnam
Award for Excellence from the League
of California Cities.
Services were held at San Gabriel
Mission.
In lieu of flowers, contributions can
be made to the YMCA of West SG
Valley, in Frances Moore's name.

St. Therese Parish
Choir, Credo Catholic
Choir to celebrate
requiem Mass Nov. 2

tions of the Duruflé and Fauré Requiem
Mass settings. The event's choir will consist
of the combined choirs of St. Therese Parish
Choir and the Credo Catholic Choir.
Nov. 2 is an annual Catholic tradition
when time is taken to remember friends
and relatives who have died and to console
the grieving.
The church is located at 1100 E. Alhambra Road, Alhambra. All are welcome, and
there is no charge. Light refreshments will
be offered in the courtyard following the
mass.
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Cal State LA ascends in
U.S. News & World Report’s
Best Colleges rankings
Ramona junior Natalie Martinez shares her math skills with positive reinforcement and
enthusiasm.

Ramona Convent oﬀers
free math tutoring
Last month, the math department at
Ramona Convent Secondary School held
the first session of a free Math Readiness
Mentor Program for junior high girls.
Participants were paired with a Ramona
Convent student to review math concepts
being taught at their school and build
confidence in their math abilities.
While students were being tutored, a
separate meeting was held with parents
to discuss high school math readiness. "I
started the mentoring program because
our students have such a strong foundation in math, and I felt they could make a
positive impact on girls from local elementary schools in this subject area," said math
teacher Eddie Cortez. Two additional
sessions will be offered from 3:30 to 4:45

p.m. Oct. 2 and Nov. 6. There is no cost
for these tutoring sessions. Please contact
Mr. Cortez at ecortez@ramonaconvent.
org to sign up.
Ramona is a welcoming Catholic
college-prep high school for girls in grades
nine through 12. Ramona graduates face
the future with an extraordinary education, a global vision fueled by Catholic
values, an independent spirit, confident
leadership skills, the support of their Ramona sisters, and the strength of a legacy
of more than 130 years of excellence.
Ramona Convent Secondary School
is located at 1701 W. Ramona Road,
Alhambra 91803. For more information
call 626-282-4151, or visit www.ramonaconvent.org.

Cal State LA continues an impressive rise
as one of the nation’s top regional universities in the U.S. News & World Report 2020
Best Colleges rankings.
Cal State LA ranks 31st among all private and public regional universities in the
western United States, jumping 21 spots
from the previous year. The university also
received strong marks for its undergraduate
engineering and business programs, low
student debt, and support for veterans. In
the past six years, Cal State LA has risen 65
spots among all private and public regional
universities in the West, according to the
latest rankings.
Among top public regional universities
in the West, Cal State LA ranks 12th, a step
up from last year’s ranking.
“Cal State LA’s ascension in the U.S.
News & World Report rankings reflects our
continuing commitment to student success
and academic excellence,” said Cal State LA
President William A. Covino. “We’re proud
of our role as one of the premier regional
universities in the nation.”
Two Cal State LA programs were featured
among the nation’s best undergraduate
programs. The engineering program in the
College of Engineering, Computer Science,

and Technology is one of the top 10 in the
nation among public, master’s awarding
institutions, excluding military academies,
the rankings show. The business program in
the College of Business and Economics continues to be one of the top 10 in California
among public institutions. Both programs
have been included in the U.S. News &
World Report rankings for two decades.
The rankings are based on key measurements, such as graduation rates, alumni
giving, class size, and student-faculty ratio,
areas in which Cal State LA continues to
achieve significant success.
This past academic year, Cal State LA
awarded 7,000 degrees, the most in the
history of the university. That’s an increase
of nearly 72% from 10 years ago and up
54% from just five years ago. The university
also has hired more than 220 tenure-track
faculty in the past six years.
U.S. News & World Report also recognized Cal State LA for its affordability.
Those who received bachelor’s degrees from
Cal State LA have the third lowest debt
among graduates of schools in the West.
Cal State LA is also listed as one of the top
20 Best Value Schools and among the Best
Colleges for Veterans.

Support this paper!
Visit our advertisers!
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Saint Therese Carmelite
School takes back Halloween
BY MINNIE GASKILL
As the popular celebration of Halloween
becomes ever more fascinated with gore,
ultra-violence, and the demonic, a local
school is bucking this trend.
Halloween has risen to become the
second biggest commercial holiday in the
United States. As decorations, costumes,
and themed events have become more
elaborate and macabre, many seem to have
forgotten the two days which follow. Halloween, or All Hallows’ Eve, as the name
implies, is the night before All Hallows’
Day (All Saints’ Day). This is then followed
by All Souls’ Day. In Catholic and some
Protestant traditions, these three days are a
special time to remember and pray for the
dead.
In order to shift the emphasis away from
Halloween frights and back to the latter
holy days, Saint Therese Carmelite School
in Alhambra has its students dress up as
saints on Oct. 31. They are not supposed
to tell anyone which saints they are; in the
afternoon each one has to give three clues
to group members who then have to guess.
“The idea is to expose our students to
as many saints as possible,” said school
Principal Alma Cornejo. “So they become
familiar with them, imitate their virtues,
and turn to them in time of need.”
The saint quiz is followed by each grade
marching around the playground in an All
Saints’ Day Parade. The celebration then
culminates in an elaborate Trunk or Treat
thrown by parents. Not only do parents
give the children candy from trunks painstakingly decorated with everything from
theatrical smoke to “papel picado” (perforated paper used for Day of the Dead), but
they host carnival games where the students
win even more candy.
“I really enjoy All Saints’ Day, especially
as a member of the Student Council,” said
Olivia, the Student Council member orga-

Howard Xu. Photo by J. Emilio Flores/Cal State LA.

A Saint Therese student dresses up as a saint
Oct. 31 as part of a program to get students to
become familiar with the saints.

nizing this year's festivities. “I can see how
much the students want to learn about
our Catholic Saints and how much fun
everyone has playing the different games
we offer during the afternoon party and
going Trunk or Treating.”
Saint Therese Carmelite School was
founded in 1926 and serves students in
TK through eighth grade. The school
educates students through the Catholic
classical model to equip them with the
logic, critical thinking, and language skills
necessary to succeed throughout their lives.
As an alternative to Common Core, this
model is developmentally appropriate and
aims to provide well-rounded education,
including classic books, math up to Euclidean geometry, science, Catholic catechesis,
Latin, music, art, and P.E.
For more information, please visit
https://sainttheresecarmeliteschool.com/
and the school’s Facebook page.

Soroptimist International
of Alhambra, San Gabriel,
San Marino announces
‘Live Your Dream Awards’
Soroptimist International
of Alhambra, San Gabriel, San
Marino is taking applications
for women who are eligible to
apply for “Live Your Dream”
education and training cash
awards. The process begins at the club
level, where monetary awards are given in
descending order, from first to fifth place.
The first place award recipient becomes
eligible to receive a more substantial Region
level cash award if she is again chosen as the
first place winner. As the first place winner
at the Region level, she advances to the
Federation level, where she may receive one
of three Federation cash awards.
The Live Your Dream Awards are
unique educational grants for women who
provide the primary financial support for
their families. Eligible applicants must be
enrolled in, or have been accepted to either
a vocational/skills training program or an

undergraduate degree program
and must demonstrate a financial need.
Live Your Dream Awards
give women the resources they
need to improve their education, skills, and employment prospects.
Recipients may use the cash award to offset
any cost associated with their efforts to
attain higher education, including books,
child care, and transportation.
If applicants meet the eligibility requirements as delineated at bit.ly/LYDA-apply,
they may complete the application. Applications are accepted until Nov. 15.
Soroptimist International is a global
volunteer organization that economically
improves the lives of disadvantaged woman
and girls. Soroptimist International envisions a world where women and girls have
the resources and opportunities to reach
their full potential.

Alhambra resident Howard Xu
receives Cal State LA’s 2019
Outstanding Professor Award
Cal State LA recognized Alhambra
resident Howard Xu for excellence in the
classroom and service to the community
during the 2019 Fall Convocation at the
Luckman Fine Arts Complex.
Mr. Xu, a microbiology professor in
the university’s Department of Biological
Sciences, was one of four Outstanding Professors honored for excellence in teaching
and significant achievement in scholarly
inquiry or creativity, as well as professional
activities and community service during
the Aug. 19 event.
Mr. Xu directs an applied microbiology
and biotechnology lab at Cal State LA,
where students conduct research on novel
antibiotics and elucidation of mechanisms
of pathogenesis of bacterial pathogens. He
has mentored master’s, undergraduate, and
post-baccalaureate students, resulting in
more than 40 peer-reviewed publications
from his lab.
He is also the director of incubator development and programming for Cal State
LA BioSpace, which is leading the university’s collaboration with private-sector
firms and government agencies to promote
inclusive entrepreneurship, innovation,
workforce development, and commercialization of the regional bioscience industry
in the heart of Los Angeles.
Mr. Xu has secured more than $2

million in grants for his research program studying mechanisms of antibiotic
resistance and virulence, with a special
emphasis on developing novel antibiotics.
He has also been co-principal investigator
on more than $11 million in grants that
support research and biotechnology initiatives at Cal State LA.
For his outstanding contributions to
biotechnology research and education, he
was presented the Anthony Andreoli Faculty Service Award in 2011 and the Faculty
Research Award in 2018, both from the
CSU Program for Education and Research
in Biotechnology.
Mr. Xu earned his Ph.D. in microbiology from the University of Minnesota and
was awarded a postdoctoral fellowship by
The Ohio State University.
Additionally, three Outstanding Professor Awards went to Cal State LA faculty
members Mark Balaguer, Heidi Riggio,
and Deborah Won, and an Outstanding
Lecturer Award was given to Jessica
Bodoh-Creed. A President’s Distinguished
Professor Award was presented to Sachiko
Matsunaga, who was a previous outstanding
professor recipient. This award recognizes
the faculty member’s superlative teaching
and exceptional commitment to students,
as well as professional accomplishments
and services.
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Ramona Elementary School’s Fall Festival will offer lots of activities for families, kids, and
Proceeds from the Celebrity Waiters Luncheon help fund the extensive programs of the YMCA. adults as well as food and snacks for all ages.

Ramona Elementary PTA to
YMCA Celebrity
host 3rd Annual Fall Festival
Waiters Luncheon
benefits Y youth programs
The YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley
will hold its annual Celebrity Waiters
Luncheon, featuring local community and
business leaders who will serve lunch while
in costume, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 22, at Almansor Court, 700
S. Almansor St., in the Lakeview Room.
All proceeds will go to help fund the
extensive programs of the YMCA for the
communities of the West San Gabriel
Valley, including Alhambra, Rosemead,
Monterey Park, and San Gabriel. Join the
fun, and support the YMCA by buying
tickets at the YMCA for $50 per person
prior to the event. Reserve a table for 10
people for $550.
“There will be great raffle prizes and
auction items,” said YMCA CEO Valarie
Gomez.
Generations of local kids learned to
swim at the Y. Today, many more people

take advantage of recreational swims,
family swims, adult swims, aquacize, and
watercize. There is a youth basketball
league, affordable day care services, and a
summer Day Camp. There are youth and
adult health and wellness programs and the
91-year old Camp Ta Ta Pochon in the San
Bernardino Mountains, refreshed by a year
round mountain stream and bordering the
San Bernardino Wilderness area.
Part of the money raised at the Celebrity
Waiters luncheon will also go to furnish the
new YMCA building. Thanks to Assemblymember Ed Chau and the California
Department of Education, the YMCA of
West San Gabriel Valley received $1.82
million dollars in order to build a family
and children’s center at the Y’s headquarters
at 401 Corto St, Alhambra.
For more information, call the Y at
626-576-0226.

BY JEWELYN CO
The Ramona Elementary School PTA
will host its third annual Fall Festival from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 18, at 509 W.
Norwood Place. Open to the community,
this event will have lots of activities for
families, kids, and adults as well as food
and snacks for all ages.
The funds raised will assist with expenses
for student awards and recognition prizes,
movie nights, playground equipment,
music equipment, and many other school
and classroom needs. The PTA’s goal is to
raise more money than last year through
a community fun-filled carnival festivity.
“Seeing the children having a great time
and winning prizes will make everything
worth it,” said PTA President Melissa
Torres. “The only changes we anticipate to
be different for this year’s festival are mainly
set up, types of food, carnival games,
and attractions. We want this to be our
biggest fundraiser and one that continues
to provide financial aid for our school’s
community.”
The Ramona PTA is working with adult
and student volunteers, school staff, and

teachers to develop more attractive and
exciting entertainment that will suit all
age brackets. “Ramona PTA’s vision is to
be able to manage and carry on this event/
fundraiser yet another year and continue
to raise funds to enhance our school’s students’ education and social development,”
said Miriam Salinas, PTA board member.
“We are committed to implement another
annual and successful festival; furthermore,
we ensure that the funds raised from this
festival will facilitate our teachers’ ability
to execute educational programs and social
events for their students.”
Ramona Elementary PTA invites the
community to take part in this event and
have a good time. “It’s cool and so much
fun,” said Ramona student Luke Manzano.
“You get to play games and win prizes!”
The entrance will be through the staff
parking lot on Fifth Street. There is no
entrance fee. For more information on this
event, contact Ms. Torres at melissatorrespta@gmail.com. Follow them on social
media at Ramona Elementary School PTA
on Facebook and @ Ramona PTA on
Instagram.

‘It was all about the music’
Alhambra High School class
of 1969 to hold 50th reunion
Soroptimist International of Alhambra, San Gabriel, San Marino plan events and programs at its
annual retreat Aug. 24.

Soroptimists plan events
for 2019-2020 season

Members of Soroptimist International
of Alhambra, San Gabriel, San Marino
held their annual retreat Aug. 24. Their
agenda included planning special events,
programs, and networking mixers, which
will be held throughout 2019-2020, all for
the benefit of women and girls.
Their first fundraiser will be "Mama
Messina's Spaghetti Dinner" held from
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, Oct. 11, at the
American Legion, 24 N. Stoneman Ave.,
Alhambra.
The main programs of Soroptimist:
“Live Your Dream,” “Dream It, Be It,” and

local programs "Veronica Thee," honoring
teen girls in volunteering, and literacy distribution of books to third grade students,
will be their primary focus.
Their main fundraiser, "The Great Gatsby 2019 Gala," will be held at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 16, at the Sheraton San
Gabriel, 303 E. Valley Blvd, San Gabriel,
starting in the International Ballroom.
It includes dinner, dancing, raffles, silent
auction, entertainment, and much more.
For more information, including
becoming a member, please visit www.
sialhambra.org.

The Alhambra High School class of 1969 will celebrate
its 50th class reunion on the weekend of Oct. 18 to 20.
Many classmates have kept in touch throughout the years
or have reconnected via Facebook. But now is the time to
reconnect in person, share life stories, rekindle old friendships, start new ones, and create new lasting memories.
Events:

Friday, Oct. 18
- Alhambra High campus tour at about 3:30 p.m.
- Alhambra High football game. Meet at 6:30 p.m. at San Gabriel High School.
- Alumni Meet and Greet at about 7:30 to 8 p.m. at the Sheraton – San Gabriel Lobby Bar.
Saturday, Oct. 19
- Moor Car rally. Meet at 10:30 a.m. at Almansor Court to receive rally packet,
including how to meet up at Shakeys Pizza.
- First Annual 69 Alumni Golf Tournament. Check-in and registration is at 11:30 a.m.
- Grand Event! Reception, dinner buffet, dancing. Swag bags, raffle, and other fun
surprises. 6 to 11 p.m. at Almansor Court.
Register for this event at reunion-specialist.com.
Sunday, Oct. 20
- Alhambra High School Hall of Fame Induction Luncheon at 11 a.m. at Almansor Court.
- Santa Anita race track get together at 12:30 p.m. Free tickets to enter.
Location to be determined.
For more information, please e-mail ahs69reunion@yahoo.com.
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To inquire about
these
adoptable
animals, contact the
San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society at
626-286-1159, or visit
at 851 E. Grand Ave.,
San Gabriel. Adoption
hours are 10:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday. The
shelter is closed on
Mondays. Directions
and photos of many
more dogs and cats
can be found online at
www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee
for cats is $99, which
includes spay/neuter,
vaccinations, de-worming,
FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 $145 dog adoption fee
includes
microchip,
vaccinations,
spay/
neuter surgery, and
de-worming, as well as
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a free health check-up
at a participating vet
(some breeds slightly
higher).
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same
time for a reduced fee.
The Senior for
Senior Program offers
pets for $39 each.
The 2019 calendar
is available for $10 if
bought directly at the
shelter or $12.50 if
mailed.
The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.

Rusty
American Staffordshire terrier
mix • Adult • Male • Large
Rusty is a sweet 7 1/2-year-old American
Staffy gentle pooch with a smooth dapper
chocolate coat, a dignified furrowed brow, and
a distinguished silver face. This 53-pound boy
is incredibly sweet and loving and is very easy
going. Rusty is great on walks and is a breeze
to groom. He is a favorite of the shelter’s
volunteers and spends a lot of time in the
yards. See Rusty in action here - https://youtu.
be/gP9c8R9m3Ms. When he isn’t chilling out
with the volunteers, he loves playing with his
favorite toy: tennis balls! This clever boy’s paw
action with tennis balls is amazing. He can
use his paws to grasp and hold the ball as he
plays with them like a pro. If you’re a loving
and devoted family looking to add a fur
member to your home then please give Rusty
a chance. The adoption fee is $145, which
includes neuter surgery, microchip, first
vaccinations, and a free wellness check-up at
a participating veterinarian.
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Tito

Glacier

Chihuahua mix • Senior • Male •
Small

Domestic short hair mix • Young •
Male • Medium

Tito is an 8-year-old senior boy with a calm and
sweet personality. He enjoys taking gentle strolls
to the park. He smiles and sniffs the grass and
seems to have a good time. Tito would make a
lovely companion for an older person or couple
with a relaxed life style. Tito is a bit shy when he
first meets someone. Once a person gets to know
him, he warms up with a sweet smile and they
become the best friend he wants to be near and
close to. Tito is not demanding, but he would
appreciate a loving home where he can live out
his senior years in comfort. If you or someone
you know is looking for a gentle soul to share life
with, come and meet sweet Tito. His adoption
fee is $130, which includes neuter surgery,
microchip, first vaccinations, and a free wellness
check-up at a participating veterinarian.

Glacier is a handsome young cat who just
celebrated his first birthday and is awaiting
his real forever family to come meet him.
That family will experience the best a cat can
offer — a cat with a calm, friendly demeanor
who likes to sit and have his soft cashmere fur
petted while he purrs in contentment. Glacier
has a stunning gray blue coat from the tip of
his nose to the end of his tail, big eyes, and
striking long white whiskers. His play style is
bat and pat moving targets like toys and laser
dots. He shared a condo with other teen cats,
so he will be good with other household cats,
or he will enjoy being the only star. Glacier
is ready to fill your life with love and good
times. The adoption fee is $99, which includes
neuter surgery, microchip, first vaccinations,
and a free wellness check-up at a participating
veterinarian.

Community Calendar of Events

October
Oct. 1 – Tuesday
HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
7 p.m. - City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Oct. 3 – Thursday
• SCORE counselor appointments available
10 a.m. to noon
Call the Chamber at 626-282-8481
• Parks and Recreation Commission
7 p.m., Joslyn Center, Story Park
210 N. Chapel Ave.
Oct. 7 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
Oct. 8 – Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Oct. 10 – Thursday
Business to Business networking
Alhambra Performing Arts Center
1850 W. Hellman Ave.
Alhambra 91803
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
RSVP to the Chamber at 626-282-8481
Oct. 14 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.
Oct. 16 – Wednesday
Arts & Cultural Events Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Oct. 17 – Thursday
Lunch & Learn
Topic: SBA Oﬃce of Advocacy, U.S. Small Business
Administration
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St. 91801
To make a reservation, call the Chamber at
626-282-8481
Oct. 19 – Saturday
Alhambra High School Class of 1969 50th Reunion
Almansor Court
700 S. Almansor St.
6 p.m. reception
7 p.m. dinner buﬀet
Visit https://www.facebook.com/
groups/119038432243236/
Oct. 21 – Monday
Local talk on climate change
American Association of University Women
“Caring for the Earth: Women & Environmental
Stewardship”
Alhambra Uniﬁed School District Headquarters
1515 W. Mission Road, 2nd Floor
Monterey West Conference Rm.
Alhambra 91803
Alhsangab-ca.aauw.net
Oct. 22 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Oct. 23 – Wednesday
Chamber Mixer
Limericks Tavern
300 W. Main St., Alhambra 91801
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Chamber members $10
Non-members $15

Oct. 26 – Saturday
Mark Keppel High School class of 1964 55th
Reunion
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
North Woods Inn, 7247 Rosemead Blvd., San
Gabriel
RSVP 480-822-9724
Oct. 27 – Sunday
Pumpkin Run & Halloween Fest
7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Main Street and Second Street
10K, 5K, and 1K runs
Costume contest at noon
Trick-or-treating 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Oct. 28 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.

November
Nov. 4 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.

Nov. 5 – Tuesday
HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Nov. 7 – Thursday
• SCORE counselor appointments available
10 a.m. to noon
Phone the chamber at 626-282-8481
• Parks and Recreation Commission
Story Park, 210 N. Chapel Ave.
7 p.m.
Nov. 11 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.

Nov. 12 – Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Nov. 13 – Wednesday
Transportation Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Nov. 14 – Thursday
Business to Business networking
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
To be announced
RSVP to the chamber at 626-282-8481
Nov. 18 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
Nov. 20 – Wednesday
• Chamber Mixer
To be announced
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
• Arts & Cultural Events Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Nov. 25 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St
Nov. 26 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Alhambra Service Clubs and Organizations
Tuesday: The Kiwanis Club of Alhambra meets at 6 p.m. the ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month at Denny’s Restaurant, 369 W. Main St., Alhambra. The Rotary Club meets at noon
every Tuesday at Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor St. The Soroptimist Club meets at noon the ﬁrst and third Tuesday of the month at the San Gabriel Hilton, 225 W. Valley Blvd, San
Gabriel 91776.
Wednesday: The Alhambra Historical Society presents its program meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of January, March, May, September and before or after Thanksgiving
in November at the Masonic Center, 9 W. Woodward Ave. Toastmasters meets from 6:45 p.m. to 9 p.m. on the ﬁrst and third Wednesdays each month at the Colonial Kitchen Restaurant,
1110 Huntington Drive, San Marino.
Thursday: American Legion Post 139 meets at 7 p.m. on the ﬁrst Thursday each month at the Legion Hall, 24 N. Stoneman Ave., Alhambra. San Gabriel Valley New Generation Rotary
Club meets from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. every Thursday at the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce, 104 S. First St.
The Alhambra Woman’s Club meets monthly. Phone 626-289-9307 for information.
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Alhambra School District students,
parents contribute to diversity
study on health, hunger
In 2017-18, the Alhambra School
District Food & Nutrition Services Department was awarded a competitive grant
by the School Superintendents Association
(AASA) to provide Grab 'n' Go breakfasts
for its schools. This alternative breakfast
model won the USDA's 2018 Champions
of Breakfast Award.
Under the leadership of Superintendent
Denise Jaramillo, the Food & Nutrition
Department continued to work with
AASA after the initial grant year and
contributed to their study on Health and

Hunger through the Lens of Race, Ethnicity,
and Culture. Many AUSD students and
parents were interviewed in December
2018 as part of the study.
“We are honored to be a partner in this
endeavor to improve lives of the nation's
students,” said Vivien Watts, AUSD director of food and nutrition.
AASA recently published the results
of the study. To learn more, visit https://
www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/AASA-Health-Hunger.pdf.

Mark Keppel High School students visit UC Riverside as part of the College
and Career Center's College Field Trip Program. No matter which AUSD high
school students attend, they can sign up for the next college trip on Instagram:
mkhscollegecareercenter, ahs_collegecareercenter, and sghsccc.

Freshmen at Mark Keppel High School are welcomed by the LINK CREW, a group of juniors and
seniors who help ninth grade students adjust to high school, while helping to build a school culture
of connection and belonging at the school.

Mark Keppel High School
LINK CREW makes
freshmen feel welcome
BY CHRISTINA CARMONA, LINK CREW ADVISER
At Mark Keppel High, the LINK
CREW is dedicated to making sure the
new ninth grade students feel welcome
from day one. The group consists of eager
juniors and seniors who are driven to help
incoming freshmen adapt to life in high
school.
On the first day of school, LINK CREW
leaders present an engaging orientation,
and throughout the year they host a series

of events. Through an inventive program of
cooperative challenges, the LINK CREW
makes it easier for the new freshmen to get
to know one another while also helping
them become more familiar with the
campus.
These activities not only assist freshmen
in feeling more at ease, they also build a
school culture of positivity, connection,
and belonging throughout Mark Keppel
High where all students can thrive.
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Northrup School parents gather for the first in a series of bimonthly parent workshops led by
Principal Dr. Rosa Northcott and her team. “When parents and schools work closely together, we
supercharge a student’s learning in academics and in social emotional and behavior learning,”
said Dr. Northcott. “Parent involvement is the best gift you can give to your child.” The parent
workshop series is offered in Spanish, Mandarin, and English.

Northrup School kicks off
Parent Workshop series
To supercharge student learning,
Northrup School kicked off its Parent
Workshop series in August. The thoughtful
bimonthly series offers two workshops
per month, one focusing on the academic
aspects of school and the other on positive
parenting. Workshops are always provided
in multiple languages (English, Chinese,
and Spanish) so all parents can participate.
“We want parents to have a variety of
workshops and parent engagement opportunities to help us to work together to
support our students both at school and at
home,” said Principal Dr. Rosa Northcott.
“We know it takes a community to raise
our children, and we take that to heart.”
To start the new 2019-2020 school year
in the most effective way, the first workshop
focused on giving parents an overview on
connecting with school staff, using all the

resources at Northrup and in the district,
and supporting their student’s learning at
home.
Upcoming Parent Workshops will focus
on balanced literacy, goal-setting, next
generation science standards, as well as
on personal wellness, healthy eating, and
establishing a growth mindset.
Northrup second grade teacher Marianne Lau told parents, “You can make the
greatest difference in your child’s life. Parents who actively encourage their children
to always do their best, foster their love of
reading, stimulate their intellectual curiosity, support their child's school programs,
and attend school functions are setting
their child up for success. When we work
together, we can make sure your student
has all the tools and guidance for a great
school experience.”

VISIT THE CHAMBER ONLINE AT
alhambrachamber.org

AHS FOOTBALL COACH
From Page 1A

school, Coach Bergstrom’s relationship-building skills are legendary.
“When you create a morning ritual
to greet students — and colleagues,
for that matter — that connection
grows and now you belong to a
friendlier, more inclusive group,” said
Coach Bergstrom. “Coaching is all
about connecting with your players
and your assistant coaches. Together
we are bigger, stronger, and better
problem-solvers than any one of us
alone can be.”
“When your players know you
believe in them, that you really see
what they are capable of achieving,
they surprise themselves by becoming
their best selves — and sometimes you
get a week like this one,” said a smiling
Coach Bergstrom. “But win or lose,
we are coaching character. On and off
the field, character is the real secret to
a successful life.”

In a surprise welcome-back-to school celebration, with balloons flying and music blaring, every
member of the Martha Baldwin staff greeted more than 1,000 students and their parents in a high
five line. Everyone loved it.

Baldwin School’s
high-ﬁve welcome
thrills 1,000 students
As a surprise welcome celebration on the
first day of school, Martha Baldwin School
Principal Chris Takeshita gathered all his
teachers, custodians, yard supervisors, and
administrators — and with balloons flying
and music blaring — they met at the main
gates in a high-five line to personally greet
more than 1,000 students.
“It was amazing,” said Baldwin parent
Allison Gu. “This has never happened at
Baldwin before. We hope it continues.”
Ericka Villapondo, Baldwin School
community coordinator, echoed that reaction, “It was so welcoming — everyone
loved it.”
“It was great to see all the smiling faces
of all of our staff, students, and parents and
to see how this simple act could bring such
excitement and joy to so many,” said Mr.
Takeshita. “I’m proud that everyone on

the Baldwin faculty and staff stopped what
they were doing on that very busy day to
help make this event special.”
“At Baldwin, we are continually
looking for ways to add to our culture
of connection,” said Mr. Takeshita. “We
want everyone in our community to feel
excited about learning and excited about
the relationships they will build this year.”
David Byer, a Baldwin teacher, added,
“This was such a fun way to welcome kids
back to school. Four weeks later, I still have
kids giving me high-fives when they pass
me in the hall. I’ve made connections to
lots of new kids this way — when kids
know we are glad to see them they just
light up! Even after 31 years working there,
Martha Baldwin School is still the best
place to be and the best people to work
with!”
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Miguel Quintana, San Gabriel High School graduate, former LAA president, now attending
UC Santa Cruz, speaks to student members of Latino Academic Alliance with their complete
attention. “Coming into high school, I had no friends whatsoever, and I was really shy and quiet,”
Mr. Quintana said. “However, once I was invited to join the club, I quickly made friends and
gained confidence socially and academically. With that boost, I was able to push and thrive in my
own personal goals, which ultimately led to me being top 15% of my class.”

San Gabriel High’s
Latino Academic Alliance:
changing student futures Engaging in the political process:
150 social science students
join San Gabriel High
Debate Watch Party

One hundred fifty social science students joined the San Gabriel High School Democratic
Debate Watch Party Sept. 12. “AP government students are learning about accessibility
and how some people feel alienated from the political process,” said Nicole Manalang, AP
government teacher and AUSD 2018 Game Changer Award winner. “If students understand
it a bit more, they can carry that information to people in their lives (parents, grandparents,
friends, etc.) and help them understand the information better.”

The Latino Academic Alliance (LAA)
began six years ago as a pioneering way to
diversify upper level math classes at San
Gabriel High, and along the way it has
become a much bigger force for good,
changing student futures.
The brainchild of SGHS retired Math
Chair Lu Ann Haslam, LAA is a club for
ninth through 12th grade Latino students
who are interested in academic support and
want to broaden their educational experiences and opportunities.
“Lu Ann Haslam is one of those transformational leaders with a vision of what
can be and the inclusive, collaborative
approach to make it happen,” said San
Gabriel High School Principal Debbie
Stone. “Her LAA efforts, mentoring, and
successes are inspiring kids, colleagues, and
the community.”
LAA students meet throughout the year
on Mondays at lunch and on Thursdays for
tutoring in whatever areas they need. They
also visit college campuses, go on field trips,
have guest speakers, work on college essays
and applications, and see local art exhibits.
“One memorable experience for students was a marine biology field trip LAA
took on a boat out of Newport Harbor that
was affiliated with UC Irvine,” said Ms.
Haslam. “A professor and two graduate
students led us in performing underwater
experiments. It was a great day.”
LAA’s impact on student lives is so
significant that former club members, now
in college, ask to return to SGHS to answer
questions and encourage current LAA

students, urging them to think about what
college they will attend and sharing what a
difference LAA made in their own lives and
their futures.
Miguel Quintana, a SGHS graduate and
former LAA president, is now a sophomore
at UC Santa Cruz. He recently returned
again to speak to the LAA students about
overcoming obstacles to success in both
high school and college. ”Coming into
high school, I had no friends whatsoever,
and I was really shy and quiet,” Mr. Quintana told the students. “However, once I
was invited to join the club, I quickly made
friends and gained confidence socially and
academically. With that boost, I was able to
push and thrive in my own personal goals,
which ultimately led to me being top 15%
of my class."
Another former LAA member, Valarie
Duran, now a Pizer College ’21 student,
wrote, “Latino Academic Alliance gave
me a sense of community and support
from other Latinx students at San Gabriel.
Through the academic resources provided
by LAA, I gained the confidence to pursue
a STEM degree in college.”
“LAA offers mentoring, support, and
a network for students who are often first
generation high school graduates,” said Ms.
Haslam. “We see students grow in confidence, learn to take risks, and in the process
enlarge their sense of the possible. When
they see we how much we believe in them,
the students begin to believe in themselves.
Once they do that, they can accomplish
whatever they set out to do.”

Robert L. Gin, President, District 4
Patricia Rodriguez-Mackintosh, Vice President, District 3
Jane C. Anderson, Clerk, District 2
Joanne Russell-Chavez, Member, District 5
Wing K. Ho, Member, District 1
Denise R. Jaramillo, Superintendent & Secretary to the Board
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BY SGHS AP GOVERNMENT TEACHER
NICOLE MANALANG, WITH TOBY GILBERT
The San Gabriel High School social
science department hosted a Democratic
Debate Watch Party Sept. 12, and the
student turnout surprised everyone. The
debate watch party was the brainchild
of Nicole Manalang’s San Gabriel High
School fourth period AP government class.
When her students learned they would
be watching the debate for homework,
the class suggested watching it together
at school. When Ms. Manalang, a 2018
AUSD Game Changer Award winner,
brought up student interest in watching
the debate as a group at a department
meeting, teachers decided to open the
invitation to all social science classes. Approximately 150 students participated in
the event and were there during the entire
debate.
The teachers were impressed by the
turnout. “We didn't anticipate so many

students wanting to join together and
watch the debate,” said Ms. Manalang.
“In AP government, we're learning about
accessibility and how sometimes people
feel alienated from the political process, so
if students understand it a bit more, they
can carry that information to people in
their lives (parents, grandparents, friends,
etc.) and help them understand the information better.”
“It’s cool to see young people get involved in politics and actually have a good
time, enjoying it with friends and their
teachers,” said senior Brittney Romero.
“Coming together as a community
with the other history classes made me
feel a sense of connection and wholeheartedness for the future of our country,” said
senior Stephen Watson Alegre.
“We want to host another debate watch
party,” said Ms. Manalang. “Next time, we
will switch things up so the kids have even
more ways to engage.”
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