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The Mission to Mission Golden Streets event is sponsored by L.A. Metro as one
of its county-wide Golden Streets campaign to promote alternative forms of
transportation.

Mission to Mission
opens streets to SuperHero Summer Fest
walk, run, skate, returns to Alhambra
bike, explore

I

t was a dark and stormy night before the Mission to Mission event May 19, which was the day streets were closed to
motor traffic from South Pasadena through Alhambra and
on to San Gabriel. With no cars on the streets, people took to
bicycles, skates, and their own two feet.
The event was sponsored by L.A. Metro as one of its county-wide Golden Streets campaign to promote alternative forms
of transportation. The Metro Board approved the Open Streets
Competitive Grants framework to fund a series of regional car-free
events, and Alhambra is proud to have been chosen to participate
and to be at the center of the action.
The event was called Mission to Mission because it began at the
Mission Street station of the Metro Gold Line in South Pasadena
and ended at Mission San Gabriel.
Along Main Street, in the heart of Alhambra, the streets were
closed at 6 a.m. City workers, volunteers, and participants began
showing up while it was still raining to set up the booths and
>> see 626 GOLDEN STREETS Page 8A
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he second annual SuperHero Summer
Fest will be held from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, June 15, at Renaissance Plaza,
northeast corner of Main Street and Garfield
Avenue. It will support the charity Music Saves
Lives and is sponsored by the Downtown Alhambra Business Association, Nerdbot, and local toy
and collectors store TOY-ZILLA.
This event is becoming a go-to summer event
for all things superhero and pop culture in the area,
featuring everything from movie studios promoting
their latest releases to the hottest indie publishers.

Just announced were some of the guests of honor
receiving the coveted SuperHero Certificate, including Bret Iwan, the official Disney voice of Mickey
Mouse, and DJ Lance Rock, acclaimed children's
performer and star of Yo Gabba Gabba. They will
both be doing signings and meet-and-greets with
attendees.
There will be musical performances, vendors,
cosplayers, and celebrities all while honoring local
heroes. Participants should show their superpowers
in the dance and costume contests run by PopRock
Academy and enjoy music from the band Ragnarock.

Fifth-graders experience
Outdoor Science Camp
at Camp Ta Ta Pochon

A

s Alhambra Unified fifth-graders from
Marguerita and Northrup Elementary
gazed out at the historical national forest
surrounding the YMCA of WSGV’s Camp Ta Ta
Pochon, the excitement on their faces was overwhelming. Most had never been away from home
or seen mountains. They were participating in the
district’s pilot Outdoor Science Camp experience,
a program to be offered to all AUSD fifth-grade
Wonder fills the face of Northrup fifth-grade student
Natalie Gonzalez at Camp Ta Ta Pochon. She and
other students were part of a pilot Outdoor Science
Camp that will be offered next year to all AUSD
fifth-graders. The program is a joint effort of AUSD,
AEF4Kids, and the YMCA of WSGV. The partners
are exploring expanded ways to use Camp Ta Ta
Pochon for students and faculty.
>> see SCIENCE CAMP Page 22A
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Mayor’s Corner

Students receive $1,000 scholarships from Latino
Association, pop up transportation workshops
presented, seniors share opinions at Joslyn Center

By Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler
A mayor works with councilmembers
to create or support existing policies that
affect the lives of you, our residents. I truly
believe we are charged with making all our
lives better by providing resources and help
where needed. I also get to be your main
representative in areas outside the city. I try
my best to be very visible for our community by attending a variety of meetings that
connect with our city. For example, I attend
Sanitation and Power Alliance meetings
that affect our community’s utilities. I also
attend nonprofit meetings where I gather

information about our neighborhoods.
I am particularly excited about all the
engagement that is happening in our
backyards, such as pop up transportation
workshops presented by community planners. The one I attended was a college-based
method of teaching using childhood memories to be the foundation of your plan. You
should have seen the plans with bikes and
connecting roads with other cities. We had
buses and trollies and walking paths for
pedestrians and dogs.
I also had the opportunity to welcome
and have lunch with the seniors at the Joslyn
Center for the Cinco de Mayo celebration.
We shared in delicious food and heard the
sounds of a mariachi. Seniors shared with
me some of their time and were most generous with their opinions about the world we
live in today compared to their heyday. The
services Joslyn Center provides are crucial
for many of our seniors. I will stop back by
and discuss more about how we can help
our seniors flourish in our community.
I attended the Alhambra Latino Association Dinner, where students from the
Alhambra Unified received scholarships
of $1,000. These fine students will be
continuing their education at prestigious
colleges like Occidental, University at Portland, and more, and others will go to our
local awesome community colleges East Los

Angeles and Pasadena. Teresa Ybarra is the
executive director and leader of this nonprofit. I have been an adviser to the Alhambra Latino Association since 2004. These
dedicated teachers and parents throughout
the years have worked on cultural events to
instill pride in our Latino community. The

Dual Spanish English immersion students
of Fremont danced and recited poetry.
Over 270 people attended and enjoyed the
end of the year celebration!
I hope I will see many of you at the
Memorial dedication organized by our
local veterans and our Parks Department.

Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler congratulates Gabriel Gonzales, a fourth-grade
student at Oneonta Montessori School, for winning the city’s 2020 Rose Parade
float design contest. His design was titled “The Power of Hope Keeps You Going
and Makes Every Day Brighter,” which goes along with the 2020 parade them of
“The Power of Hope.” His design features sunshine and a train in motion.
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Crushing those Summer Fitness goals at Planet Fitness
June is the beginning of beach season.
People want to drastically change their
fitness goals with hopes of achieving a
perfect beach body. Setting a goal to
be more active is great. No matter
what your shape or size, you deserve
to wear the swimsuit of your choice.
Just understand that no one should
feel pressured to look a certain way. We
are all unique. Planet Fitness would like to
share some tips to setting realistic fitness goals.
Create a routine
The start of summer is an opportunity to prepare
for the sunny days ahead. Creating smart goals and
matching them with appropriate rewards can help
you get into a new or enhanced routine. Maybe you
want to go to the gym four times a week or run
a mile without stopping. Whatever your personal
milestone, match it with something to look forward
to — perhaps a new juicer or a colorful pair of kicks.
There is a wise saying that states: “There's strength
in numbers.” Finding a friend who also enjoys fitness can help you learn and adhere to your routine.
Even if you don't work out every day together,
having someone to cheer you on and encourage you
to keep going can make a huge difference in your
attitude.
Cardio and weight training
Include both free weight and machine training
in your routine. While you might prefer to use
one method over the other, maximize the benefits
by incorporating both forms of strength training
into your workouts. Also, do some form of cardio.
Cardio workouts build a different kind of cardiovascular endurance that will help increase your
overall fitness and improve your ability to dash up

a flight of stairs. Movements like burpees,
stair-climbing, and jumping jacks can all
be modified to match your fitness level.
Beginners can reduce the jumping
motion to a step-up movement and
plank on their knees instead of their
feet. Then build from there.
Diet
Balance your meal options. If you
want to enjoy an appetizer before your
entree, that's perfectly fine. If your entree doesn't
have a lot of vegetables, order an appetizer that does.
Or if your appetizer doesn't offer much protein,
choose an entree that does. This allows you to enjoy
a balanced meal. If you're looking to reduce the
amount you eat in a single meal, consider ordering
an appetizer as your main dish. They tend to be
smaller than entrees. For a sugary dessert, order just
one and enough spoons so everyone at your table
can share.
Water
According to the National Academy of Sciences,
adult women should drink about 11 cups of water
per day and men about 15 1/2 cups. That's a lot! Before you start chugging gallons of water, remember
that these guidelines include all water consumed,
including water in fruit and vegetables. Include
leafy greens and fresh fruit and begin and end each
meal with a cup of water and feel your hydration
levels rise!
Rest
Your body needs rest as much as it needs activity. Give yourself time to recover after a string of
workouts. Overstressing sore muscles can result
in an injury. Constant stress on your body could
compromise your immune system, putting you at

Planet Fitness Manager George Siezar knows the importance of staying
hydrated.

risk for infection or illness. Be smart about your workout. Schedule a
day off to help you avoid the doctor's office.
Enjoy your chosen workout in the judgement free zone of Planet
Fitness.
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Celebrate 4th of July at Almansor Park
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104 S. First St., Alhambra, CA 91801
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The Alhambra Parks and Recreation Department will
present its annual Fourth of July Fireworks Celebration
Thursday, July 4, at Almansor Park, 800 S. Almansor St.
It will be a day full of family fun, entertainment, concerts,
food, and a spectacular fireworks display.
Admission is free, although there are fees for food, some
games, and the inflatable attractions. Bring a picnic lunch
or choose from the many and varied food vendors. Organized activities will begin at 3 p.m. with the food vendors,
carnival games, family activities, and the inflatable garden.
At 4:30, there will be two rounds of a bubble gum blowing contest. Then at 6 p.m., for the really brave, there will
be a hot dog eating contest. At 7 p.m. live entertainment
begins. This year the featured band is the Smoking Cobras,
a Los Angeles based cover band playing the greatest hits
from the ‘60s through the ‘90s and beyond.
At 9 p.m. comes the official celebration of Independence
Day with a beautiful display of high flying fireworks that
can be seen from anywhere in the park and beyond
There is limited parking at Almansor Park. Also be
aware that no alcohol, smoking, or outside fireworks are
allowed in the park.
For more information, contact the Parks and Recreation At 9 p.m. comes the official celebration of Independence Day with a
beautiful display of high flying fireworks that can be seen from anywhere
Department at 626-570-3242.
in the park and beyond.
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The Superstars Club will be offered for eight weeks.

Superstars Club engages
kids in team sports

The Superstars Club is for kids
ages 5 to 8 that will be offered for
eight weeks during the summer. The
program engages youngsters in team
sports, including kickball, basketball,
baseball, and soccer. Each sport will
be played for two of the eight weeks.

The program will take place at both
Granada and Almansor parks.
The program meets from 2:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. three days a week
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
Sessions start Monday, June 10. The
cost is $30 for the eight weeks and

includes a free T-shirt. There will be
a parent meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday,
June 6, at Almansor Park Gym, 800
S. Almansor St.
Sign up at www.cityofalhambra.
org, or call 626-570-5081 Monday
through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Alhambra City Hall Art
Gallery to present artwork
of Kimberly-Ann Talbert
Alhambra City Hall Art Gallery, 111 S. First St., will
feature the work of Kimberly-Ann Talbert in June.
Ms. Talbert expresses her artistic eye with photographs.
“My photography is directly influenced by what I consider
to be beauty and basic curiosity,” she said. She has had a
lot of practice. She has been taking pictures since she was a
child. “One of my first memories was spending hours taking
photos, sans film, with my mother's Kodak Brownie.”
Art became the center of her professional life. As a student,
she earned a Bachelor of Arts in art from Cal State University,

Fullerton, before moving on to UCLA to study art and art
history.
Ms. Talbert did not pick up the camera professionally
until the 1980s and has been looking for the beauty around
her ever since. Along the way, she has won many prizes for
her photographic works in competitions and showings.
She will occasionally still paint, and her finished work
hangs beside her photographs in exhibitions such as the
lobby of Alhambra City Hall. Drop by any time in June to
see some great photos and paintings.

Outdoor Seating Blue Chair, by Kimberly-Ann Talbert.
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Summer time, and
the reading is easy

The Alhambra Civic Center Library,
101 S. First St., offers a summer reading
program for all ages. The program will kick
off with an outdoor event at 5 p.m. Thursday, June 6, just outside the library. There
people will be able to register themselves
and their children for the program.
For this event, there will be a book sale,
face painting, live music, crafts, a photo
booth, and more is being planned. The
experienced library staff will be on hand to
answer questions and assist with the activities. Bring the whole family to this event.
There is something for everyone.
Following the kickoff evening, the
program will begin Monday, June 10, and
continue until July 28. Sign-ups will be
taken at Summer Reading Central in the
Homework Center. Then, once a week,
readers report in on their reading to earn
incentives and books.

There are separate and unique programs
for kids, teens, and adults. The children’s
program, up to 12 years of age, is called A
Universe of Stories. The children’s room
will be headquarters for this program,
which will encourage the kids to read, or
be read to, for 100 minutes each week to
win prizes, including a new and free book
to take home. All children’s events will take
place at 3:30 p.m. Mondays.
Space is limited, so sign up early. Beginning at 2 p.m. each Monday, wrist bands
will be handed out at the Second Street
entrance to those registered for the program. The library regrets they are unable to
accommodate large groups such as day care
or summer camps.
For more information on the teen
and adult programs and their calendar of
events, see the summer-fall edition of the
Alhambra Leisure Guide, page 43.

Kids Summer Lunch
Program begins June 3
Free lunches and snacks
are served to children
1-18 years of age Monday
through Friday, June 3
through Aug. 8, except for
July 4. Lunches and snacks
are served on a first come,
first served basis at the
locations below. The City
of Alhambra, through the
United States Department
of Agriculture, administers
the Summer Food Service
Program. All lunches and
snacks must be consumed
on the site in the designated Free lunches and snacks are served to children 1-18 years
area and are served regard- of age Monday through Friday, June 3 through Aug. 8,
less of race, color, national except for July 4.
origin, sex, or handicap.

Locations
Alhambra Park

Noon – 2 p.m.

3 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Almansor Park

11:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

3 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Granada Park

Noon – 2 p.m.

3 p.m. – 4 p.m.

500 N. Palm Ave.
800 S. Almansor St.
2233 Whitney Drive

Lunches

Snacks

For more information, call the recreation office at 626-570-5081.

AYSO Region 60 Spring Cup U10 boys squads place in first and second place.
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How to Sell High:
Avoid these Three Mistakes
When Selling Your Home
Alhambra - When you decide to sell
your home, setting your asking price is one
of the most important decisions you will
ever make. Depending on how a buyer is
made aware of your home, price is often the
first thing he or she sees, and many homes
are discarded by prospective buyers as not
being in the appropriate price range before
they're even given a chance of showing.
Your asking price is often your home's
"first impression", and if you want to
realize the most money you can for your
home, it's imperative that you make a good
first impression.
This is not as easy as it sounds, and
pricing strategy should not be taken
lightly. Pricing too high can be as costly
to a homeseller as pricing too low. Taking
a look at what homes in your neighborhood have sold for is only a small part of
the process, and on its own is not nearly

enough to help you make the best decision.
A recently study, which compiles 10 years
of industry research, has resulted in a new
special report entitled "Homesellers: How
to Get the Price You Want (and Need)".
This report will help you understand
pricing strategy from three different angles.
When taken together, this information will
help you price your home to not only sell,
but sell for the price you want.
To order a FREE Special Report, call
toll-free 1-888-300-4632 and enter 1016.
You can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.
Get your free special report NOW
to learn how to price your home to your
maximum financial advantage.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real Estate Broker Lic# 01820322.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2012
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The objective of Camp Alhambra is to provide a quality summer experience where kids come together in a
healthy environment and unplug from technology, while making new friends and setting out on new adventures.

Camp Alhambra back
by popular demand
Camp Alhambra: Where Adventure
Begins is an increasingly popular summer
time activity for kids ages 7-12. Beginning
Monday, June 3, and running for 10 weeks
until Aug. 8, this program is filled with activities, field trips, and adventures. Lunch
and snacks will be provided daily. The
camp is headquartered at Granada Park at
2000 W. Hellman Ave, Alhambra.
The objective of Camp Alhambra is to
provide a quality summer experience where
kids come together in a healthy environment and unplug from technology, while
making new friends and setting out on
new adventures. Each week has a different
theme and related field trip.
June 3 – 7 Back to the Future – Nickel
Nickel Arcade.
June 10 – 14 Animal Kingdom – L.A.
Zoo.
June 17 – 21 Oceanic Adventure – Pacific Park/Santa Monica Aquarium.
June 24 – 28 Toy Story Adventures –

El CapitanTheatre – Toy Story 4.
July 1 – 5 Making Waves (closed July
4) – Mother’s Beach.
July 8 – 12 Heroic Adventure – John’s
Incredible Pizza.
July 15 – 19 Hoop Dreams – LA Sparks
Basketball.
July 22 – 26 Seven Seas Adventure –
Buccaneer Bay.
July 29 – Aug 2 The Alhambra Open
– Golf N Stuff.
Aug. 5 – 8 Camp A Palooza – The
Ultimate Gaming Truck.
Fees for the program are $100 per child
(Alhambra resident) and $115 per non-resident. The camp meets from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday. If extended
care is needed, the cost is $25 for early
birds 7 to 9 a.m. and/or $25 per afternoon
4 to 6 p.m.
For details and to register, please call
626-570-5081. Or register online at www.
cityofalhambra.org.

Summer Sports Camp is offered to third- through eighth-graders.

Sign up for Summer Sports Camp
The Alhambra Parks and Recreation
Department is offering a Summer Sports
Camp for youngsters from third to eighth
grades. The program is designed for kids to
increase stamina and strength, learn fundamental drills, and develop their personal
athletic skills.
Participants will increase their agility
and improve their physical conditioning
through relays and scrimmages and team
competitions through basketball.
Beginning Basketball will run from
June 24 through July 5, except July 4.
Times will be from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at
the Almansor Park gym, 800 S. Almansor
St. The cost is $30 for the two-week session
and includes a T-shirt.
This will be followed by Intermediate
Basketball from July 8 through July 19.
Times will be from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at
the Almansor Park gym. The cost is $30
for the two-week session and includes a
T-shirt.
For details and to register, please call
626-570-5081. Or register online at www.
cityofalhambra.org.
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626 GOLDEN STREETS From Page 1A

display venues that stretched from Garfield Avenue to Third Street.
It was like crossing the “T” at Second Street where the weekly Farmers Market
would soon be in full swing. Around 9 a.m. on a stage at Second and Main, Mayor
Adele Andrade-Stadler welcomed the cyclists and onlookers to Alhambra’s portion of
the Golden Streets event.
As the skies cleared, the temperatures remained cool and breezy. More and more
people rode their bicycles or lingered to visit the Farmers Market and the information
booths. Some of these booths were set up by city departments, including the Alhambra Police and the Utilities Department while the Parks and Recreation Department
set up games for the children. Other booths had ecological messages and others were
manned by local businesses.
Leisurely bike riding, walking, jogging, skating, and non-motorized forms of
transportation along the five mile route grew in size as the weather cleared.
Alhambra already connects to the Metro Link Station at Cal State Los Angeles via
the ACT Blue Line bus and is exploring more options to traditional driving habits.

The following crimes were reported to the Alhambra Police Department in
April. The areas of occurrence are listed to the nearest block – not exact addresses.
By publishing these reports, it is hoped Alhambra residents will take the necesssary
measures to ensure their individual safety, as well as the safety of their property.
Neighborhood Watch Works! To join Neighborhood Watch, or for more crime
prevention information and safety tips, call the Alhambra Police Department Crime
Prevention Office at 626-570-5177.
District One

District Two

District Three

District Four

Burglary (4)
Burglary (2)
Burglary (2)
Burglary (1)
800 N Hidalgo
700 E Valley
00 S Hampden Terrace 2100 S Westboro
300 N Story
900 E Violeta
200 N Curtis
Theft/Burglary
300 S Seventh (X2)
Theft/Burglary from Theft/Burglary from from Vehicle (7)
Theft/Burglary from Vehicle (12)
Vehicle (10)
2900 W Valley
Vehicle (16)
700 S Chapel
600 S Electric
1000 S Edith
00 S First
800 S Chapel
4000 N Electric
800 S Marguerita
00 N First (X3)
300 E Valley (X2)
2200 W Cedar
3100 W Ramona
100 N Garfield
700 E Valley
1100 S Fremont
2700 W Ramona
300 S Garfield
900 E Valley
2500 W Commonwealth 1800 W Valley
800 W Beacon
1400 E Valley
800 S Raymond
2000 S Raymond
400 E Main (X2)
600 E Camelia
200 S Olive
Grand Theft Auto (2)
800 E Main
1100 S Stoneman
1500 W Main
1600 Garvey
300 W Grand
1700 S Stoneman
600 S Marguerita
2100 S Orange Grove
1100 N Atlantic
200 E Ramona
500 S Marengo
00 N El Molino (X2)
1400 S Garfield
Grand Theft Auto (3)
Commonwealth/Fourth(X2) Grand Theft Auto (4) 2100 W. Commonwealth
Grand Theft Auto (2) 700 S Chapel
2200 W. Commonwealth (X2)
00 S First
700 S Stoneman
Robbery (2)
300 S Sixth
1200 S Garfield
2100 W Main
Robbery (1)
800 S Almansor
1200 W Commonwealth
1100 N Garfield
Robbery (2)
400 E Valley
1500 S Fourth
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Mr. Chen coaches a group.

Calvin Chen Coaching
International assists with
developing life skills
Calvin Chen Coaching International
offers one-on-one life coaching to those
who are engaged in businesses, sales,
management, and nonprofits to assist
with developing emotional intelligence,
self-awareness, and personal foundation,
along with their own needs.
Professional Life Coach Calvin Chen
started his life coaching business about five
years ago and was inspired by the results
and reactions received from those he had
helped make a change for themselves. “The
experiences were fulfilling and meaningful
because I saw happiness and success,” he
said. “I want everyone to be happy and
successful, and I don’t want them to feel
they have to beat themselves up just to be
happy and successful. I want people to be
at their best in this world.”
Mr. Chen is a high achiever who strives
for great achievements. After graduating
from UC San Diego, he received the
opportunity to work for Tony Robbins, an
American author, philanthropist, and life
coach. The pressures and frustrations of
what he had experienced in life gave him
the drive to start his life coaching company.
Mr. Chen has always been a deep thinker
and a philosopher. He had learned to overcome many life obstacles, and this brought
him the inspiration to help others. “I want
to help people discover their own way and
to expand the awareness of the cause of the
problems in their work and environment,”
he said. “Professionals and individuals in

these industries are leaders who are relied
upon and who need to provide their best
because everything depends on them.”
Calvin Chen Coaching International
hosts workshops and implements teaching
for companies across the nation, internationally, and locally in Southern California. With
numerous years of experience working with
reputable companies and individuals, Mr.
Chen teaches; develops assessments, such as
behavioral assessments; provides one-on-one
and group coaching; and offers consulting on
communication strategies and sales.
Clients work with Mr. Chen about two
to three times a month for about 40 to 45
minutes per session. Each coaching session
can be from six months to even a lifetime,
depending on clients’ needs. He will sit
with clients and engage in a conversation to
find the problem and work up a goal plan.
His coaching style consist of collaboration
with clients as thinking partners to help
them develop self-awareness and provide
feedback to open up a realization of
self-awareness. He also provides coaching
skills for development of skills that are important in working with others. “My role is
to help my clients and give them the key to
their next level,” Mr. Chen said.
Contact Calvin@calvinchencoaching.
com, or visit his website at www.calvinvchen.com for upcoming workshops and
information on life coaching sessions.
Connect with him on Linkedin at Calvin
V Chen.

Genovese’s Italian Kitchen, 2900 W. Main St., Alhambra, had its Grand Reopening
May 17. Reopening Genovese’s with a refreshed menu curated by building on the
favorite dishes of long-time regulars, like the popular lasagna and pizza pies, Chefs
Molina and Aricia want old and new patrons to enjoy the cheerful setting and the
fresh and special touches, while they honor the restaurant’s history in the neighborhood.
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Talbot Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm Insurance Regina Talbot, Agent, 626-357-3401
Insurance License #: 0G05807

Options to consider
when insuring your
small home business
Insurance for a home based business
might require small business insurance
since your homeowners might not.
What are some ways to insure your
home business?
More than half of America's businesses
are home-based, according to the U.S.
Small Business Administration. But setting
up headquarters in your home doesn't
mean your homeowners insurance will
adequately protect your operation.
A typical homeowners policy provides
about $2,500 of coverage. That usually
will cover equipment, but it won't offer
liability protection or cover you for lost
data or income.
Do your research to protect yourself
and your home business. An important
thing for any business owner to do when
starting out is to create a business plan.
That includes having the right type and
amount of insurance coverage. Here are
three options to consider when insuring
your home-based business.
A homeowners policy with Increased
Business Property Limits
Your homeowners policy may cover up
to $1,500 worth of personal property, such
as a desk or merchandise held as samples,
e.g., Mary Kay Cosmetics. This coverage
protects business property while it’s used or
stored inside your home. The policy may
also offer up to $750 worth of coverage for
your business property while it’s away from
your home. If your home-based business
is small, this might be enough coverage. If
not, you have the option to increase those
coverage amounts with a homeowners
policy endorsement.
You might consider adding a homeowners policy endorsement to your existing
coverage if you:
• Plan to have less than $4,999 worth
of business property kept at your homebased business location.
• Don't invite customers to your
home-based business location.
• Only have $750 worth of personal
property intended for business use outside
your home.
An in-home business policy
An in-home business policy provides
more comprehensive coverage for business

equipment and liability than a homeowners policy endorsement. These policies,
which may also be called in-home business
endorsements, vary significantly depending on the insurer.
A business insurance policy
While your homeowners insurance
policy might come with liability protection
for certain incidents that happen inside your
home, it does not extend to home-based,
business-related activities. For example, if a
customer comes to your home to exchange
payment for goods or services and suffers an
injury, there may not be coverage under your
homeowners policy. Coverage gaps can easily
be fixed with a business insurance policy.
You might consider a business insurance
policy if you:
• Provide services directly to customers
while in your home, such as tax preparation or hair services, which may require
additional specialized liability coverage.
• Plan to have $5,000 or more worth of
business property kept at your home-based
business location.
• Rely on the income from your business to support your household.
There are a few other considerations
for home business owners as well Being
a savvy home-business owner is about
more than having the right insurance for
your business. Other factors to consider
include:
• Additional insurance: Re-evaluate
your coverage as your business grows and
your needs change.
• Zoning laws: Visit your local planning office to review restrictions that could
affect your business.
• Licenses and permits: Find out
which licenses and permits you need to run
your business legally.
• Taxes: Talk to a tax professional
about tax laws for home-based businesses.
Also research money-saving deductions,
such as the home office deduction.
• Vehicles: If you’re using your vehicle
for home-based business-related activities,
ask your agent about getting it rated as a
business vehicle on your auto policy to
make sure it’s properly covered.
For more information, contact Regina
Talbot at 626-357-3401.

Notary services

are available at the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.
Please phone 626-282-8481
for an appointment.

The Chamber’s July 11 monthly Business to Business networking event was hosted
by Baja Cali Fish & Tacos, 31 E. Main St., Alhambra. Baja Cali Fish & Tacos is
a casual dining restaurant, known for its signature Baja Cali style fish tacos and
delicious aguas frescas. Business to Business is offered from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
the second Thursday of each month.

New CHAMBER MEMBER!

WELCOME OUR

Lansum Music International Corp.
1533 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91803
909-629-0017
lansummusicfestival.org
Music school
Opening soon

The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
thanks these members for renewing their memberships
and for their continued support:
Academy of Special
Bethany Church of Alhambra
Dreams Foundation
21 N. Olive Ave.
115 W. California Blvd., Suite 326
Alhambra, CA 91801
Pasadena, CA 91105
626-282-9124
323-253-7380
Member since 2010
Member since 2012
Bunker, Mary Louise
ADA Advanced Dentistry
Member since 1995
of Alhambra
70 S. Palm Ave.
California Institute of
Alhambra
Chamber
Alhambra, CA
91801 of Commerce
Advanced Management
626-289-6131
1000
S. Fremont Ave.,
104
S. 1st St, Alhambra, CA
91801
Member since 2012
Mailbox #45
Bldg. A-10, 4th Fl., Suite 10402
Advanced Promotional Products
Alhambra, CA 91803
5125 Telegraph Road
626-350-1500
Los Angeles, CA 90022
Member since 2013
626-282-7001
Member since 2009
Calvin Chen Coaching
International
Allied Waste/Republic Services
2630 E. Huntington
9200 Glenoaks Blvd.
Drive, Suite B
Sun Valley, CA 91352
Duarte, CA 91010
818-974-5136
626-525-3370
Member since 1995
Member since 2018
Asian American Economic
Development Enterprise
216 W. Garvey Ave., Suite E
Monterey Park, CA 91754
626-572-7021
Member since 2000
Athlon Legal, APC
14 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Suite 503
Pasadena, CA 91103
626-888-9035
Member since 2011
Battery World
1032 E. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-289-5962
Member since 2009
BeCome Realty, LLP
P. O. Box 656
Alhambra, CA 91802-0656
818-660-6203
Member since 2018

Carroll’s Brake Service
2360 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-281-0993
Member since 2009
Diner on Main
201 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-281-3488
Member since 2003
Farmers Insurance
Group – Jeffrey Owen
2540 Huntington Drive #107
San Marino, CA 91108
626-614-9409
Member since 1991
Keller Williams Realty
– Suzi Dunkel-Soto
488 E. Santa Clara, Suite 101
Arcadia, CA 91006
626-354-7498
Member since 2018

Mancora Peruvian Cuisine
240 W. Main St., Unit A
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-940-5402
Member since 2017
Options for Learning
– State Preschool
18455 Railroad St.
City of Industry, CA 91748
626-854-3449
Member since 2014
Planet Fitness
610 E. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-576-8800
Member since 2015
Sanz Construction, Inc.
2724 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-872-2150
Member since 2008
So. California Edison Company
1000 E. Potrero Grande Drive
Monterey Park, CA 91754
800-990-7788
Member since 1963
SoCalGas
11912-B Valley Blvd.
El Monte, CA 91732
800-427-2200
Member since 1963
The Huntington
Professional Building
3010 San Pasqual St.
Pasadena, CA 91107
626-289-1819
Member since 2001
Wondries Family
Collision Center
328 S. Marengo Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-282-5496
Members since 2001

To renew your membership with a credit card, please phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481.
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Chamber’s annual
installation dinner
to be held June 7
Helen Romero Shaw, SoCal Gas Public
Affairs manager, will be installed as Chamber president at the Alhambra Chamber of
Commerce’s 116th Installation Dinner on
Friday, June 7, at Almansor Court, Lakeview Room, 700 S. Almansor St.
The program will include the installation
of the Chamber officers and presentations
of the Outstanding Community Service
Award and the Outstanding Business of
the Year Award. The Alhambra Chamber of
Commerce 2019 scholarship winners will
be recognized.
Cocktails and appetizers will be served at
6 p.m. Dinner will be served at 7 p.m.
The Installation’s theme is Support Your
Team!
DJ music will be provided by Fastrak.
Helen Romero Shaw, SoCal Gas, will be installed
To make reservations, or for more as president of the Alhambra Chamber Board of
information, contact the Chamber at Directors June 7.
626-282-8481.

Iona Workspaces, 1500 W. Alhambra Road, celebrates its Grand Opening April 26. From
left are Chamber Ambassador Jewelyn Co; Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler; Stan Yonemoto,
Chamber marketing director; Michael McCollum, Iona Workspaces owner; Neslly Herrera,
Iona community manager; and Patrice Chang, Iona assistant manager.

Iona Workspaces hosts the Chamber mixer April 24. The 5,700-square-foot renovated building
is now a co-working space. Co-working facilities offer access to professionally furnished offices
without the cost of signing a lease, buying or leasing furniture, and the hassle of running an office.

Iona Workspaces: how
to reinvent a building

On May 16, the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce hosted a Multi-Mixer at Noor
in Pasadena with Chambers from Alhambra, Altadena, Arcadia, El Monte/South
El Monte, Monrovia, Montebello, Pomona, Regional Chamber of the San Gabriel
Valley (Diamond Bar/Walnut), Rosemead, San Gabriel, Sierra Madre, South
Pasadena, Temple City, and Whittier.

One of the most innovative ideas to
come out of late 20th century urban architecture is to reinvent buildings that were
used for manufacturing or commerce and
turn them to other uses. That is the idea
that Mike McCollum brought to Alhambra. With the experience of refurbishing
several buildings in Los Angeles, he spotted
a boarded up, one-story, century-old brick
building dating from 1918 at 1500 Alhambra Road in Alhambra and knew it was his
next project. He bought the building in
2015 and went to work.
As part of his research on the building,
he learned that over its 100-year existence
it had housed a lot of small businesses at
one time or other. They included a grocery
store, bakery, beauty salon, manufacturing,
and perhaps even a bookie joint.
Among Mr. McCollum’s priorities were
light and openness. He opened up the
ceiling to expose the beautiful redwood
beams and took layers of paint off the rich
red bricks of the walls as well as increased
natural lighting from skylights, glass doors,
and floor to ceiling windows.
He has turned the 5,700-square-foot
building into what is called co-working
space. Co-working facilities offer access
to professionally furnished offices without

the cost of signing a lease, buying or leasing furniture, and the hassle of running
an office. This is a plus in the new “gig”
economy.
At Iona, there are seven different private
work spaces that share a break room, private
conference rooms, and a lounge or living
room area for breaks or after-hours events.
Each office has its own outside entrance.
As a bonus, Iona Work Spaces is adjacent
to Burke Heritage Park and its xeriscape
garden. It is a great place to stretch the legs
and walk on grass surrounded by trees in a
quiet residential neighborhood.
One occupant of Iona is Patrick
Rodriquez, a loan officer of JMAC
Home Loans. Mr. Rodriquez has lived in
Alhambra for 17 years but commuted to
the corporate headquarters in Santa Ana.
The company encouraged him to grow his
business in his home town, and Iona was
the perfect spot. “With a sixth-grader in
the Alhambra School District, I am glad to
work close to home,” he said.
Mr. McCollum said Alhambra was the
perfect space for him to create Iona Living
Spaces. It gives his clients and his own business access to the growing Asian population
of the San Gabriel Valley and proximity to
Los Angeles.
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Several months ago, Viva Wu, left, approached Andrew Luthi, Alhambra resident and owner
A reception was held May 15 for City Hall Art Gallery’s May art exhibition, Frida Legacy, an of Ohana Brewing Company, and suggested the local tasting room and company store carry
Inclusive Art Exhibition. From left are Gia Hernandez, Manuel Benitez, Samuel Murutyan, Viva’s products as pre-packaged snack items for Ohana customers.
Academy of Special Dreams Director of Admin. Jerry Ruiz, Shilvia Villegas, Academy
Founder and Artist Michael Dergar, Luz Nieto, two members of the Moldilox art group, City
Councilmember David Mejia, and Laura Maria Perez.

Local businesses collaborate
Academy of Special Dreams, on innovative beer

New Light Art Gallery
present Frida Legacy,
an Inclusive Art Exhibition
The Academy of Special Dreams Foundation, in collaboration with New Light
Art Gallery, hosted an evening reception
May 15 for more than 200 friends and supporters at Alhambra City Hall recognizing
the participating artists in its art exhibition,
Frida Legacy, an Inclusive Art Exhibition.
The exhibition features original works
of art by 20 local and international artists,
including artists with disabilities, who
brought their unique art pieces depicting
Frida Kahlo's legendary life, art, and legacy.
Councilmember David Mejia welcomed
everyone and presented certificates of
commendation to each of the artists. The
Cal State LA Vocal Arts group, under the
direction of Professor Susan Mohini Kane,
treated the guests to a medley of classic and
Latin songs.
"Frida Legacy is a beautiful example
of how art can unite us all,” said Michael

Dergar, CEO of Academy of Special
Dreams Foundation. “The participating
artists are all from different backgrounds,
nationalities, ethnicities, and abilities, each
with their own highly technical style of art,
but each inspired by the artistry of such an
iconic figure as Frida Kahlo, who 65 years
after her death is still relevant for many
people because her short life was filled
with physical and emotional pain yet she
continued to paint.
“We give special thanks to Councilmember David Mejia for his support
and, of course, to the City of Alhambra
for opening the City Hall Art Gallery to
us for this amazing exhibition, to Professor
Kane and the Cal State LA Vocal Arts
group, to our caterer, Fidel Leos from Los
Tacos restaurant, and to all the volunteers,
friends, and supporters who helped make
the evening so special."

When Viva’s PopRice owner Viva Wu
came to the United States from his native
Taiwan in 2015 on a business visa, he
dreamed of starting a business manufacturing snack foods — more specifically, a
product similar to popcorn but made from
brown rice.
But he never imagined his product
would become a new beer ingredient.
Several months ago, Viva approached
Andrew Luthi, Alhambra resident and
owner of Ohana Brewing Company,
and suggested the local tasting room and
company store carry Viva’s products as
pre-packaged snack items for Ohana customers. Andrew agreed, and sales of the
snack items were strong.
“PopRice and our beers pair very
well together,” Andrew said. “Customers
especially favor the cheddar, jalapeno, and
jalapeno and cheddar combination. I also
think the sweet caramel pairs well with our
Imperial Stout.”
As he sampled the various snack items,
Andrew formed the idea of using the
unusual ingredient as an adjunct in his
brewing process. “An adjunct,” Andrew
explained, “generally refers to a beer ingredient other than malted barley that is used
to contribute sugar for fermentation.”
“We’re able to use the brown rice,” he

continued, “because popping gelatinizes
the starch. Those starches are then converted to sugars by enzymes in the mash
provided by the malted barley.”
And what about the finished product?
“I think incorporating the popped brown
rice is a style-expanding innovation that
contributes a deep flavor complexity to the
finished beer,” Andrew said. “Our first beer
brewed with the popped rice is an India
Pale Ale (IPA). Come try it on tap at the
tasting room, or pick up a growler fill to
take home.”
What does Viva think about the collaboration? “I’m excited,” he said.
Viva’s PopRice is gluten free and nonGMO. “PopRice is made with 100%
brown rice grown in California,” Viva said.
“It’s delicious, and it’s healthy snacking!
Among other things, it contributes necessary fiber to your diet.”
Viva’s PopRice is located in Alhambra
at 525 W. Main St. Telephone 626-9405232; website www.vivaspoprice.com.
Shipping is available. Find Viva each
Sunday at the Alhambra Farmers Market
on South Second Street from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m.
Ohana Brewing Company is located
at 7 S. First St.; telephone 626-282-2337;
website www.ohanabrew.com.
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Laura Scudder, potato
chip queen, to be subject
of talk at joint Historical
Societies meeting
Hear John Scudder, grandson of Laura
Scudder who began the famous potato
chip company, speak at the joint Historical
Societies meeting Saturday, June 22. The
event, at $15 per person, will begin with a
social hour at 4 p.m. Dinner is at 5 p.m. at
the Dinsmoor Heritage House, 9632 Steele
St., Rosemead, and will be held outdoors in
the garden under shade trees. The program
and door prize drawing will begin at 6 p.m.
More than a dozen door prizes will be given
to paid attendees.
The event is hosted by six historical societies: Alhambra, Monterey Park, Temple
City, San Gabriel, the Ramona Museum of
California History, and Rosemead Dinsmoor Heritage House. Mr. Scudder will talk
about his famous grandmother who began
her company in 1926 in Monterey Park.
She was one of the few business women of
the time. She revolutionized the industry
by packaging the chips in wax paper bags,
a unique idea at the time. She was the first
to imprint a freshness date on her products,
which is now an industry standard.
Dinner will be catered by Claro’s Italian
Market and includes the Pasta Pronto
Bar, antipasto salad, cherry dessert, and
beverages.

The Perfect Exposure Gallery, 2424 W. Valley Blvd., Alhambra, had its Grand Opening
May 3. From left are Sandra Armenta Lopez, district rep. for State Senator Susan Rubio;
Meredith Hayes, Perfect Exposure assistant; photographer Nick Ut; photographer Raul Roa;
Armando Arorizo, Perfect Exposure owner; E.K. Waller, photographer current exhibit;
Christopher Balmaseda, Chamber board member; Chamber Ambassadors Nickie Chan
and Jewelyn Co; and Chamber CEO Sharon Gibbs.

Laura Scudder was one of the few business
women of the time.

Reservations must be paid by June 8.
RSVP with a list of attendees, and mail a
check to the Alhambra Historical Society,
P.O. Box 6687, Alhambra 91802.
For more information, call Rose Marie
Markus at 626-281-0445.

Assemblymember Chau
legislation passes
Th
e
Perfect
Exposure
Fiscal Committee

The Perfect Exposure Gallery is an important venue for Los Angeles-based photojournalists
and photographers as well as national and international photographers.

The Assembly Committee on Appropriations approved five bills authored by
Assemblymember Ed Chau (D–Monterey
Park). These bills include extending the
sunset date on the Register Your Mobile
Home California tax abatement program;
collecting data pertaining to cannabis DUI
arrests; establishing an artificial intelligence
commission; requiring data brokers to
register with the attorney general; and facilitating the creation of international trade
and investment offices in other countries.
“The bills approved by the Appropriations Committee address very important issues to many Californians,” said Mr. Chau.
“These bills include efforts to make sure
owners have accurate title to their mobile
homes, collecting data to understand how
widespread cannabis DUIs are, examining
the use of artificial intelligence in state
government, ensuring the public knows
which companies buy or sell their data, and
improving international trade relations.”
AB 173: Register Your Mobile Home
California Sunset Extension — extends the
sunset date on the Register Your Mobile
Home California program — a fee and tax
abatement program — until Dec. 31, 2022,
in order to promote the accurate titling of
mobile homes.
AB 397: Driving Under the Influence
of Cannabis — requires law enforcement
agencies to annually send their arrest data
for Driving under the Influence of Canna-

bis to the Department of Justice.
AB 976: Artificial Intelligence Commission — establishes in state government the
Artificial Intelligence in State Government
Services Commission to gather input on
how artificial intelligence and data science
could be used to improve state services.
AB 1202: Data Brokers — requires data
brokers, defined generally as businesses
that are buying and/or selling the personal
information of consumers with whom they
have no direct relationship, to register with
the attorney general. The attorney general
would be required to make the information
provided by data brokers accessible on its
internet website, collect registration fees,
and otherwise enforce the provisions of the
bill through civil action.
AB 1696 — The California International Trade and Investment Office Act of
2019 promotes international trade relations
by requiring the director of the Governor’s
Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) to establish a process
for public and nonprofit organizations to
submit proposals on the establishment and
operation of international trade and investment offices in foreign countries.
Mr. Chau represents the 49th Assembly
District, composed of the communities of
Alhambra, Arcadia, El Monte, Monterey
Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, San Marino,
Temple City, and portions of Montebello,
and South El Monte.

Gallery offers unique
exhibits through connections
with media organizations

The Perfect Exposure Gallery, 2424
W. Valley Blvd., is the recognized venue
in Southern California for displaying the
pictures of award winning and accomplished photojournalists. In addition to
the professionals, there is room for the
works of amateur photographers who still
pride themselves on artistry and craftsmanship as their goal.
The Perfect Exposure Gallery was
established in 1998 and recently moved
to Alhambra as a centralized location in
Southern California. It is an important
venue for Los Angeles-based photojournalists and photographers as well
as national and international photographers. The gallery creates unique exhibits
through connections with several media
organizations, including The Associated
Press, Magnum Photo Agency, The Los
Angeles Times, Getty Images, and Agence
France-Presse.

The mission of this unique gallery is
to present displays free to the public with
the goal of exhibiting what impact photography, both black and white and color,
can have on people’s lives. They also have
original works of photographic works of
interesting subjects for sale.
Photojournalism is an important freedom of expression for aesthetic subjects
such as the contemptible and the sublime.
The gallery also works with a group of
distinguished photojournalists, well
known in their field, to produce ongoing
seminars and workshops for both adults
and youths.
Original and historic photos are also
available for sale. To learn more about The
Perfect Exposure and to find out about
upcoming exhibits, visit their website at
http://www.theperfectexposuregallery.
com/home, or call Armando Arorizo at
213-381-1137.

VISIT THE CHAMBER ONLINE AT
alhambrachamber.org
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Cal State LA alumni and Alhambra residents Amelia Perez-Silverman and Jeffrey
Silverman in front of the sign for the newly named Ronald H. Silverman Fine Arts Gallery.
Photo by Cal State LA.

Cal State LA celebrates
naming of Ronald H.
Silverman Fine Arts Gallery
Cal State LA celebrated the naming of
the Ronald H. Silverman Fine Arts Gallery,
honoring the legacy of a distinguished
alumnus and professor.
Mr. Silverman received a master’s degree
in art at Cal State LA in 1955 and was a beloved emeritus professor and former chair
of the Department of Art in the College of
Arts and Letters. He spent more than three
decades teaching, mentoring, and sharing
his passion for art with students and established the Ronald Silverman Endowed
Scholarship Fund to provide financial support to students pursuing arts education.
“This gallery showcases the work of
professional artists, the work of students;
it provides a space for visitors to explore
art and reap the benefits that come with
art experience,” said President William A.
Covino, who was introduced by gallery director Mika Cho. “There is no better venue
to honor Dr. Silverman than this gallery.”
The ceremony honored a generous gift
from Mr. Silverman’s son Jeffrey Silverman
and daughter-in-law Amelia Perez-Silverman, both Cal State LA alumni and
longtime supporters and friends of the
university. The gallery is part of the College
of Arts and Letters.
The Silvermans’ gift will fund professional development to help students
advance the arts community. The gift will
also fund a lecture series in the College of
Natural and Social Sciences that will be
focused on STEAM: science, technology,
engineering, art, and math.
The Silvermans, Alhambra residents,
shared fond memories with the crowd gathered in the gallery courtyard of their time
studying at Cal State LA, where they met
as undergraduates. Mr. Silverman, who had
a career in biopharmaceuticals, received a
bachelor’s degree in biochemistry and Ms.
Perez-Silverman, a longtime educator, received a bachelor’s degree in environmental
and health sciences.
They recounted stories of their father
and father-in-law engaging their two children in art projects, sparking and fostering
their creativity at a young age. The couple
emphasized the importance of art education
for developing critical thinking skills and
self-expression and creating well-rounded
students and community members.
“Even though we have science-based
backgrounds, Amelia and I wanted to take
this opportunity to support a critical but

often overlooked part of a liberal arts education, and what better way than to support
a gallery focused on exhibiting the work of
both our students and community artists,”
Mr. Silverman said.
The Ronald H. Silverman Fine Arts
Gallery hosts a wide range of visual arts and
cultural exhibitions, including a recent exhibit celebrating Self Help Graphics & Art’s
45 years of art and activism and a collection
featuring seven decades of alumni art as
part of Cal State LA’s 70th anniversary.
“This gallery is a really significant place,
and it’s a significant place in the College of
Arts and Letters, helping us to achieve one
of the college’s primary priorities: to forge
community-cultural connections,” said
Linda Essig, dean of the College of Arts and
Letters. “Thanks to the Silverman family,
we will also be able to achieve another of
our priorities: to build pathways for the
professional success of our students.”
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At a recent practice on the field at San Gabriel High School, the band was divided into sections, with
everyone grouped with the others who play the same instrument.
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In back, from left: Albert Young, M.D.; Yvonne Yiu; and Monterey Park Mayor Peter Chan.
In front are kids from Boys and Girls Clubs of Monterey Park.

AUSD Band prepares Boys and Girls Clubs of
West San Gabriel Valley dedicates
for Rose Parade
When the combined Alhambra Unified
School District Band was chosen to march
and play in the 2020 Rose Parade, there
was no time to waste. Three different bands
from San Gabriel, Alhambra, and Mark
Keppel high schools had to be shaped
into one cohesive and unified group. That
meant 200 teenagers needed to be in shape,
in unison, and in harmony to march down
Colorado Boulevard in the biggest and
most popular parade in the world.
The combined AUSD band has not
marched in the Rose Parade since 2009,
so there is the need to purchase new uniforms. These have already been ordered
and should be here by October. There will
also be expenses for transportation, food,
and water on the day of the parade and
other expenses estimated at $200,000.
Fortunately, the Alhambra Educational
Foundation has stepped up to the plate and
is fundraising to give the band members an
experience of a lifetime.
All the while, the students are rehearsing for their big day. At a recent practice
on the field at San Gabriel High School,
the band was divided into sections, with
everyone grouped with the others who play
the same instrument. The section practice
consisted of keeping time for up to 50

individuals playing the same tune on the
same instruments.
While they practiced, drum major Andy
Lam, San Gabriel High School junior, had
a free moment. He has been in the band for
three years and started as a trumpet player.
His fellow students picked him to be their
drum major.
Tuba player Russell Ly, a senior at San
Gabriel High School, has been accepted
to attend the University of California at
Merced in the fall. He plans to spend his
winter break back in town to participate in
the parade.
There are also eighth graders practicing
with the band now. They will be high school
freshmen next year and will be a part of the
band Jan. 1. It is an exciting time for high
school musicians in Monterey Park, San
Gabriel, and Alhambra as they prepare for
New Year’s Day 2020.
Now it is time for the community to step
up to support these young people in their
great adventure. Please consider making
a donation to the Alhambra Educational
Foundation in support of this community-wide effort. The foundation’s address is
1603 Chestnut St., Alhambra, 91803. Or
call them at 626-943-3080.

2 new Mercedes Metris vans to
newest board member Yvonne Yiu

Boys and Girls Clubs of West San
Gabriel Valley recently held a dedication
to commemorate Yvonne Yiu and Albert
Young, M.D., for their commitment and
contributions to the club. Also in attendance
was Monterey Park Mayor Peter Chan,
who presented a certificate recognizing the
dedication. The two new Mercedez Metris
vans expand the club’s ability to pick up kids
from local schools to bring to the club.
Ms. Yiu recently joined the board and
brings to the club more than 20 years of
experience in the banking and financial
sector. She has worked with respected institutions, including Key West Investments,
E*Trade Financial, Merrill Lynch, Citicorp,
and Charles Schwab.
“Not only is Yvonne a great leader in
business,” remarked JR Dzubak, executive
director of the Club, “but also, as a resident
of Monterey Park, she is a leader in the
community. She is very enthusiastic about
extending her community involvement to
the club, and we are thrilled to have her
join us in creating bright futures for youth.”

Ms. Yiu serves as an expert witness with
Tasa & Thompson Reuters, where she
prepares and assists in securities related
cases. She is active in community organizations and foundations. She has served
on the board of directors for the Hong
Kong Schools Scholarship Foundation and
Diamond Bar Chinese American Association. She has also been a member of the
Morning Light Foundation and the Hong
Kong Association.
Founded in 1972, Boys and Girls Clubs
of West San Gabriel Valley delivers fun and
educational programs each year to over
6,000 youth of Los Angeles County across
six club sites in Monterey Park, La Puente,
Baldwin Park, and the public housing
developments of Ramona Gardens, Estrada Courts in Boyle Heights, and William
Mead in Lincoln Heights.
The clubs provide unique services for
the communities, including leadership
development, STEM Sailing, social and
emotional wellness, academic support,
sports, arts, and STEAM. The club also
runs a licensed Early Learning Center for
children 2 to 5 years old. Club programs are
available to youth ages 6 to 18. No child is
ever turned away due to an inability to pay.
The clubs’ mission is to enable all young
people, especially those who need them
the most, to reach their full potential as
productive, caring, and responsible citizens.
For news and updates, visit www.wsgvbgc.org.

To Advertise in
Around
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Heart of the Community Lunch honors those who make
YMCA of WSGV children’s programs possible
The future of a community is determined by how it cares for its children

For more than a century, the YMCA of West
San Gabriel Valley has delivered innovative
programming to children and families, regardless
of their financial circumstances, because of the
generosity and commitment of the community.
On April 30, the Y celebrated that spirit of giving
and special partnerships at its annual Heart of the
Community Awards and Fundraising Lunch.
The 2019 honorees include the Alhambra
Educational Foundation; Reyna Del Haro at
Kaiser Permanente Foundation; SCE Foundation; Nicole Tilley at William H. Tilley Family
Foundation; and the Panda Cares Foundation.
The Alhambra Educational Foundation
(AEF4Kids) in tandem with Ms. Tilley and the
William H. Tilley Family Foundation provide
funding for Alhambra USD Gateway to Success
children, who would otherwise never be able to
have a camp experience, to attend the Y’s residential Camp Ta Ta Pochon.
SoCal Edison (SCE) Foundation underwrites
the memberships for students in the AUSD
LIFT (Learning Independence For Transition)
program for those with disabilities, an experience
that makes an enormous difference to the futures
of the 18- to 22-year-olds.
Over the last five years, Ms. Del Haro and
Kaiser Permanente Foundation have funded the
Y’s SOS (Save Our Students) program to provide
3,000 swim and water safety classes for children

Back row, from left: Andrew Kwok, Y Board of Directors, SoCalGas; Timothy Vu, Y
Board of Directors, City of Alhambra Police Chief; Mary Louise Bunker, Y Board of
Directors, former Alhambra Mayor; and Christian Daly, assistant field deputy, Fifth
District LA County Supervisors Kathryn Barger's Office. Middle row: Joe Pavon, Al's
Towing, past president and present Y Board of Directors; Barbara Messina, former
Alhambra mayor and Y president Board of Directors; Sandra Armenta-Lopez, State
Senator Susan Rubio's office; Adele Andrade-Stadler, Alhambra Mayor; Henry Lo,
Assemblymember Ed Chau's office, Rosemead-Garvey School District; Elizabeth
Martinez, Y Board of Directors, Republic Services; David Mejia, Alhambra City
Councilmember; and Valarie R. Gomez, CEO of YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley.
Front row: 2019 YMCA of the West San Gabriel Valley Heart of the Community
Honorees: Nicole R. Tilley, William H. Tilley Family Foundation; Reyna Del Haro,
Kaiser Permanente Foundation; Jeanette Soriano, SC Edison Foundation; and
Caroline Murry-Ortiz, Alhambra Educational Foundation.

Ramona Convent’s annual Ramona Challenge offered artistic, athletic, musical, and academic
contests for fifth- through eighth-graders.

Ramona Convent
hosts 26th annual
Academic Competition
Ramona welcomed over 700 girls from
20 local elementary schools to compete
at the annual Ramona Challenge, a day
of competitive fun for girls in grades
five – eight. All competitors are selected
by their respective schools to compete in
artistic, athletic, musical, and academic
contests designed and hosted by faculty
and students.
The first Ramona Challenge has been
traced back to 1993 with about 250
students from 11 participating schools.
Guests on campus for the day included
teachers, principals, parents, and friends.
The competitive spirit was fierce, yet everyone had a great time while enjoying the
warm, sunny weather and cooling down
with refreshing lemonade and ice cream
treats. Food trucks offered a selection
of tacos, burgers, and pizza while music
provided by student DJs played. Not all

participants left with medals, but each one
left with ear-to-ear smiles and a taste of
tiger spirit.
If a school is interested in participating
in Ramona Challenge 2020, please contact
Veronica Fernandez, director of Marketing
Communications, at 626-282-4151.
Ramona is a welcoming Catholic
college-prep high school for girls in grades
nine through 12. Ramona graduates face
the future with an extraordinary education,
a global vision fueled by Catholic values,
an independent spirit, confident leadership
skills, the support of their Ramona sisters,
and the strength of a legacy of more than
129 years of excellence.
Ramona Convent Secondary School
is located at 1701 W. Ramona Road,
Alhambra 91803. For more information,
call 626-282-4151, or visit www.ramonaconvent.org.

because drowning is the leading cause of death
in children ages 1 to 4. With minority children
most at risk, this program is a lifeline.
Andrew Cherng and the Panda Restaurant
Group’s Panda Cares Foundation made a generous donation toward rebuilding the popular
climbing wall at Camp Ta Ta Pochon.
All the monies raised April 30 go to fund the
Y’s children’s programs: Summer Day Camp,
weekly field trips, Camp Ta Ta Pochon, Basketball League, swim lessons, and after-school
program.
About the YMCA of WSGV
With more than a century of experience in
creating customized community activities for
youth development and healthy family living,
the YMCA of WSGV serves the multicultural,
multilingual West San Gabriel Valley. To tackle
the complex issues facing the economically
disadvantaged children and families of West
San Gabriel Valley, where 70% of residents
speak a language other than English, the YMCA
of WSGV has become an innovation hub for
model youth development and healthy family
programs.
Funds are raised each year to make financial
assistance available and to subsidize programs
serving the community that would not otherwise
be possible. Donations keep the YMCA open to
all kids, including those with the greatest need.

18A

COMMUNITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

06/2019

Assemblymember Ed Chau and press conference panelists.

Assemblymember Ed Chau
urges communities in 49th The Alhambra presents
Assembly District to get
Music On the Green
ready for Census 2020
The Alhambra again is hosting its popular outdoor Summer Concert Series.

Assemblymember Ed Chau (D – Monterey Park) held a press conference with
a coalition of local leaders from the 49th
Assembly District to urge all communities
to get ready for the Census 2020. The decennial census is used to determine federal
funds, grants, and support to states.
"Like all Californians, I have concerns
that we may have an undercount of our
population which will have detrimental
consequences to our state,” said Mr. Chau.
“We are less than a year away from April 1,
2020, the reference day for Census 2020.”
Speakers joining Mr. Chau at the press
conference included Monterey Park Mayor
Peter Chan; Sara Pol-Lin and Irving Pacheco, Regional Program managers, California
Complete Count – Census 2020; An Le,
2020 Census Statewide Network manager,
Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Los

Angeles (AAAJ-LA); Esperanza Guevara,
Census Campaign manager, Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles
(CHIRLA); Derek Ma, president, Chinese
American Community Affairs Council;
and Sher Li, president, Chinese American
Federation.
“In raising awareness for Census 2020,
our goal is to ensure that all of our communities are accounted for,” Mr. Chau said.
“An inaccurate count could result in less
funding and representation from the federal government, so we must be prepared.”
Also in attendance were representatives
from the United States Census Bureau,
federal, state, county, and local levels of
government, as well as leaders from various
chambers of commerce and community-based organizations from throughout
the 49th Assembly District.

2019 line up announced
A festive mariachi band opened the
season May 2 at Music On The Green, the
popular outdoor Summer Concert Series
hosted by The Alhambra, 1000 S. Fremont
Ave., Alhambra. The public is invited to
attend a free fun-filled, family-friendly
event for all ages. Enjoy an array of live
musical talent and play a round of Jenga or
Connect Four in the commons. Ignite the
taste buds with tacos, burritos, and more
for purchase from Juan’s Tacos. Take a
stroll and explore The Alhambra’s beautiful
campus. The campus is host to 19 species

of drought tolerant California native plants
and trees, maintained with a water saving
irrigation system.
The Alhambra, a reimagined urban
community developed by The Ratkovich
Company, supports productivity and
efficiency in the workspace through the
concept of balance. The campus comprises
a series of brick building and gardens,
connected by pathways, grass, and treefilled open spaces. The Alhambra is a place
where the human spirit is fed, while work
gets done.

Concert schedule:
June 6
Alhambra Junior High Honor Band (variety)
June 13 Doctor Reverend (funk)
June 27 Hip hop DJ
July 11 Danny Memphis (Elvis impersonator)
July 25 Desmond Bedlow (reggae)
Aug 8
Shea (indie soul vocalist)
Aug 22 Private Cat Radio! (swing)
Sept 5
Alhambra High School Jazz Band
All concerts are held 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
For more information, contact Building Management at 626-300-5000
or service@ratkovich.net.
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To inquire about
these
adoptable
animals, contact the
San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society at
626-286-1159, or visit
at 851 E. Grand Ave.,
San Gabriel. Adoption
hours are 10:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday. The
shelter is closed on
Mondays. Directions
and photos of many
more dogs and cats
can be found online at
www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee
for cats is $99, which
includes spay/neuter,
vaccinations, de-worming,
FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 $145 dog adoption fee
includes
microchip,
vaccinations,
spay/
neuter surgery, and
de-worming, as well as
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a free health check-up
at a participating vet
(some breeds slightly
higher).
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same
time for a reduced fee.
The Senior for
Senior Program offers
pets for $39 each.
The 2019 calendar
is available for $10 if
bought directly at the
shelter or $12.50 if
mailed.
The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.

Betsy

JUNE

June 3 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
June 4 – Tuesday
HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
7 p.m. - City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
June 6 – Thursday
• SCORE counselor appointments available
10 a.m. to noon
Phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481
• Parks and Recreation Commission
7 p.m., Joslyn Center, Story Park
210 N. Chapel Ave.
June 7 – Friday
Chamber’s 116th Installation Dinner
Almansor Court, Lakeview Room, 700 S. Almansor St.
6 p.m. Cocktails
7 p.m. Dinner
For information, phone the Chamber at
626-282-8481
June 10 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St

Hank

Staffordshire terrier mix • Adult •
Female • Large
Betsy is an 8-year-old Staffordshire mix girl
with a classic “blue” coat, amber soulful eyes,
bouncy ears, and a signature happy-go-lucky
smile. Weighing 40 pounds, this petite girl is
a sweet bundle of puppy love. Although not
much is known about Betsy’s past, it is clear
that she did not have a good start in life. This
is a tiny and mighty girl whose resilience keeps
her surviving, thriving, and trusting people.
This sweet girl enjoys walks around the park
and is learning the joys of toys and treats. If
you love piggy but very-lady-like snorts, this
is your girl! Betsy deserves a forever loving
family who cares for her and shows her all
the good things in life. Please come by to
meet this adorable petite pup. Her adoption
fee includes spay surgery, a microchip, first
vaccinations, and a free wellness check-up
at a participating veterinarian. See www.
sgvhumane.org for more information.

Community Calendar of Events
June 11 – Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
June 17 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
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Roxy

Shepherd and husky mix • Adult •
Male • Large

Great Dane shepherd mix • Adult •
Female • Large

Hank is a lovely and gentle 6-year-old shepherd
and husky mixed pup with striking good looks
sporting a mocha color coat, bushy tail, goofy
smile, and icy blue beautiful eyes. Before he was
found, Hank lived on his own for some time,
not having consistent meals or a place to sleep.
Weighing only about 52 pounds at this time,
this resilient boy is the quintessential good boy,
well behaved on a leash, and gentle while taking
treats. Hank seems friendly with other dogs. He
would appreciate some TLC, food, and a cozy
place to sleep. If you are that special family
out there that can provide a forever loving
and safe home for Hank and show him all the
good things in life, please stop by to meet him!
Adoption fee includes neuter surgery, microchip,
first vaccinations, and a free wellness checkup at a participating veterinarian. See www.
sgvhumane.org for more information.

Roxy is a 3-year-old Great Dane and shepherd
mix lovely young pup with sweet brown
eyes, a beautiful black coat, a creamy white
chest, and a cute springy tail. This 79-pound
friendly pooch is an active athletic girl who
loves a good walk or run around the park but
loves a good cuddle session and taking naps
with her people. Although she is great and
very patient with children, Roxy will do best
in a single-dog home. She would be the ideal
match for an active family who can give her
all the love, fun, and attention she deserves.
If your family has room in its heart for a new
adventure companion, then please come by
and meet Roxy! Her adoption fee includes
spay surgery, a microchip, first vaccinations,
and a free wellness check-up at a participating
veterinarian. See www.sgvhumane.org for
more information.

JULY
July 1 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
July 2 – Tuesday
HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Alhambra 91801
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
RSVP to the chamber at 626-282-8481
July 15 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
July 17 – Wednesday
Arts & Cultural Events Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

June 19 – Wednesday
Arts & Cultural Events Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

July 4 – Thursday
Alhambra’s July 4th celebration
3 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Almansor Park, 800 S. Almansor St.
Free admission

June 24 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St

July 8 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.

June 25 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

July 9 – Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

July 22 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St

July 10 – Wednesday
Transportation Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

July 24 – Thursday
Chamber Mixer
Alhambra Beautiful Awards & Mixer
The Alhambra
1000 S. Fremont Ave.
Alhambra 91803
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

June 26 – Wednesday
No Chamber Mixer this month.

July 11 – Thursday
Business to Business networking
J.J. Bakery & Café
150 E. Main St. #100

July 18 – Thursday
Lunch & Learn
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.
“Are You Financially Healthy?”
Presented by Credit Union of Southern California
RSVP to the Chamber at 626-282-8481

July 23 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Alhambra Service Clubs and Organizations
Tuesday: The Kiwanis Club of Alhambra meets at 6 p.m. the ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month at Denny’s Restaurant, 369 W. Main St., Alhambra. The Rotary Club meets at noon
every Tuesday at Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor St. The Soroptimst Club meets at noon the ﬁrst and third Tuesday of the month at the San Gabriel Hilton, 225 W. Valley Blvd., San
Gabriel 91776.
Wednesday: The Alhambra Historical Society presents its program meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of January, March, May, September and before or after Thanksgiving
in November at the Masonic Center, 9 W. Woodward Ave. Toastmasters meets from 6:45 p.m. to 9 p.m. on the ﬁrst and third Wednesdays each month at the Colonial Kitchen Restaurant,
1110 Huntington Drive, San Marino.
Thursday: American Legion Post 139 meets at 7 p.m. on the ﬁrst Thursday each month at the Legion Hall, 24 N. Stoneman Ave., Alhambra. San Gabriel Valley New Generation Rotary
Club meets from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. every Thursday at Thai Purple, 27 N. Garﬁeld Ave., Alhambra.
The Alhambra Woman’s Club meets monthly. Phone 626-289-9307 for information.
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First-gen San Gabriel High
senior wins 12 scholarships

The award-winning Mark Keppel High School show choir, Aztec Singers, demonstrated
its multi-dexterous talents in its Spring Concert. In April, the group placed second in the
2019 Southern California Vocal Association Show Choir Competition in the Mixed Novice
Division. The Aztec Singers recently performed for U.S. Rep. Judy Chu's 10th Annual
Congressional Art Competition at the Huntington Library.

Award-winning Mark
Keppek Aztec Singers
showcase talent in
spring concert
BY ELIZABETH AN
In its May spring school concert As I
Am, the award-winning Mark Keppel High
School show choir, Aztec Singers, displayed
its dexterous talents in a performance that
moved from classical music to modern pop
songs.
Brianna Avila, vice president of Aztec
Singers, performed her song, I Don't Wanna Grow Up. "I wrote this song when I was
stressed by growing up too fast,” she said.
“The Aztec Singers helped me — I don't
know what I would do without them."
The Aztec Singers’ concert included
Feel It Still for which they won second
in the 2019 Southern California Vocal
Association Show Choir Competition
in the Mixed Novice Division. The only
self-funded show choir club in Southern

California, Aztec Singers competes against
school-funded show choirs.
“I’m proud of our students’ accomplishments,” said Elizabeth An, Aztec Singers
adviser and Mark Keppel High School
CTE counselor. “We are grateful for the
outpouring of club support in donations,
time, and bookings from parents, alumni,
and the community for Aztec Singers.
This level of active support is testament
to the power of arts education. The ARTS
Advance AUSD.”
Aztec Singers recently performed
for U.S. Rep. Judy Chu's 10th Annual
Congressional Art Competition at the
Huntington Library.
For more information, contact Ms. An
at an_elizabeth@ausd.us.

Robert L. Gin, President, District 4
Patricia Rodriguez-Mackintosh, Vice President, District 3
Jane C. Anderson, Clerk, District 2
Joanne Russell-Chavez, Member, District 5
Wing K. Ho, Member, District 1
Denise R. Jaramillo, Superintendent & Secretary to the Board

2018- 2019

San Gabriel High first generation senior
Kenny Lam applied to 18 colleges. He won
12 scholarships to the most elite schools in
the country, including Yale, Princeton, and
Brown University. Though he prefers not
to talk about himself, Kenny agreed to a
conversation to help other first-generation
students learn from his journey.
He said it wasn’t until high school that
he realized how much his parents had
sacrificed for him and his sister. His mother
and father were part of families with 13
children and had to stop their education to
help their families. His parents emigrated
from South Vietnam to the U. S. in the
late 1980s. One of Kenny’s goals in going
to college is to repay his parents for all they
have done for him.
Kenny said his parents did not pressure
him and wanted him to like school and
enjoy life. All of his goal-directed behavior
was so he could learn what he really cared
about. He urges students to wait to begin
thinking about college until their junior
year in order to first learn what really
engages them and what they are passionate
about. “When it is time to think about
college, you’ll know what you are genuinely
interested in,” he said.
“Thorough research into the process
is the second step, after learning what
you love, for any first-generation student
wanting to go to college,” Kenny said. “It is
complex, so you want to know all about the
application process before you decide where
to apply.”
Kenny’s real love is math and physics.
His philosophy, “Get out of my comfort
zone for personal growth,” led him to apply
for co-editor-in-chief of the Matador so
he could break out of his shell, learn more
compassion, and gain understanding of his
peers.

San Gabriel High senior and first-generation
college-bound Kenny Lam applied to 18
universities. He won 12 scholarships. He
talks about his journey to help other firstgeneration students.

Kenny is wearing a Princeton sweatshirt
but said he is weighing all the options.
“Most important to me is the financial aid
package,” he said. “Next, I think how will
I fit in? Then I look at where I can do the
best interdisciplinary work in math and
physics.”
In addition to Yale, Princeton, and
Brown, Kenny was offered scholarships to
UC Davis, UCLA, UC San Diego, UC
Berkeley, Harvey Mudd, Cal State LA, Cal
State San Diego, Cal State Pomona, and
Cal State San Luis Obisbo.
Kenny Lam will blaze a bright trail
wherever he goes.

Free summer
food programs at
AUSD schools

With summer around the corner, it is time to think about keeping children
healthy while school is out. Alhambra Unified School District (AUSD) provides free
meals to children during the summer.
This summer, meals will be served Mondays through Fridays at the following
locations and times:
Lunch: 10 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Summer meals available beginning June 4 – July 9
Century High School
Lunch: 10 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Summer meals available beginning June 4 – July 9
Mark Keppel High School
Lunch: 10 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Summer meals available beginning June 4 – July 9
San Gabriel High School
Lunch: 10 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Summer meals available beginning June 4 – July 17
Martha Baldwin Elementary School Lunch: 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Summer meals available beginning June 4 – June 28
Garfield Elementary School
Lunch: 10 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Summer meals available beginning June 4 – July 2
Ynez Elementary School
Lunch: 12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Summer meals available beginning June 10 – June 12
Alhambra High School

Due to the July 4 holiday, all school sites will be closed. No summer meals will
be available on this day.
Each year, U.S. Department of Agriculture partners with local organizations like
AUSD to provide free meals to children when school is out for the summer. There
are no income requirements or registration. Anyone age 18 or younger may come
to eat.
For more information, contact AUSD Food & Nutrition Services at
626-943-6590.

06/2019

ACADEMIC NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

21A

Alhambra High
Chalk Show artists
add grand scale bursts
of color to campus
Alhambra Unified board member Wing Ho, Park Elementary principal Wendy Molina
Solis, Park Special Projects Leader and Instructional Specialist Myriame Steep, and awardwinning TK /K Park teacher Marie Ibsen were on hand to accept the Top Schools Award for
Park Elementary.

Park Elementary named
a Top School: leading the
way for equity education

Park Elementary was celebrated as a
Top School for closing the achievement
gap for underserved students. The award is
the brainchild of Innovate Public schools,
USC’s Rossier School, and USC’s Price
School.
The partnership worked together to
evaluate California Department of Education data on 2,000 schools with low
income students of color to find the ones

leading the way on education equity.
State Superintendent Tony Thurmond
was among the special guests at the May
4 USC Awards Ceremony, an idea-filled
day to inspire schools to share and cross
pollinate their approaches and creative
programs to best serve students.
To learn more, visit https://reports.
innovateschools.org/top-la-public-schools.

The Alhambra School District’s Middle School Honor Band performed at Renaissance
Plaza May 18, which it has done for 17 years. There are 75 students in the band.
“We meet once a week and have a lot of fun,” said band Director Dave Batti.

Alhambra Uniﬁed 2019 Employees of the Year
honored by AUSD Board
The Alhambra Unified 2019 Employees of the Year, beloved for their gifts for
relationship-building and their dedication to students, were honored by the AUSD
Board. Superintendent Denise Jaramillo called the trio “beautiful role models for
students, colleagues, parents, and the community.” From left: Clerk of the AUSD
Board, Jane Anderson; President of AUSD Board, Bob Gin; Teacher of the Year Josh
Moreno, Alhambra High, chair of World Languages; Administrator of the Year Keith
Kovach, director II Facilities Services; Classified Employee of the Year Sean Black,
Fremont instructional aide; and Superintendent Denise Jaramillo. Photo by Liezel
Gutierrez.

This year’s Annual Alhambra
High Chalk Paintings Show had
its biggest audience ever. Art
literally brightens the day — and
attracts an audience. The vibe of
the entire Alhambra High campus changed when the Chalk
Show artists went to work. Each
student team took inspiration
from this year's theme of Myths
and Legends.
The gorgeous, grand-scale
chalk paintings were created by
artist teams of two that were
selected from Jayson Pineda’s ceramics class and from the school
as a whole. The art of the richly
diverse student artists was influenced by their own cultures and
cultures that held meaning for
them. Artists included English
learners, VAPA, under-represented, and foreign students.
Using chalk as a medium
allows artists to create smooth
blends to cover large areas swiftly. Some students ground chalk
into powder and added water For this year’s Myths and Legends Chalk Paintings Show,
to create a painting alternative. a richly diverse group of Alhambra High student artists
Each team of two had to submit work together to create grand-scale art. The big bursts of
a colored design to fit the theme. color added energy and atmosphere to the campus.
From those designs, the teams
were chosen.
Chalk paintings may have a short life connects the students in memorable and
span, but the energy of the vibrant art long-lasting ways. ARTS Advance AUSD.
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Sixth-graders Keira Chan and Kristine Sy were two of 15 students representing Monterey
Highlands at the First Lego League Walnut Qualifier tournament. Their team, the Brainy
Bots, was named champions while the Dream Team placed first for Core Values.

Monterey Highlands
Elementary Engineering
teams take top honors at
2019 FIRST Lego Qualiﬁer
BY DEBBIE KOTANI, MONTEREY
HIGHLANDS PRINCIPAL
Competing against 30 elementary
and middle schools, Monterey Highlands
Elementary’s rookie engineering teams,
Brainy Bots and Dream Team, took first
and second, respectively, at the FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition of Science
and Technology) Lego League “Into Orbit”
Walnut Qualifier Tournament. The teams
advance to the LA Regional Championship
Tournament.
To win the FIRST Lego League Walnut
Qualifier, students grades four through
eight researched a real-world engineering
challenge, developed a solution, and competed with LEGO based robots of their
own design.
This year’s challenge was to identify a
physical or social problem faced by humans
during long duration space exploration
within the sun’s solar system. The teams are

judged on their project and solution, robot
design, and application of Core Values.The
Core Values are FIRST philosophies encouraging participants to pursue discovery,
innovation, inclusion, impact, teamwork,
and fun in the spirit of friendly competition.
Brainy Bots were named champions at
the Qualifying Tournament for Best All
Round performance in all categories. They
also won the Judge’s Award at an earlier
tournament, Blockhead Bash Rewind,
for their innovative solution. The team
included Gavin Chan, Keira Chan, Sonia
Hinojosa, Nicholas Jung, Cesar Osorio,
Kristine Sy, and Justin Wong.
Dream Team won first place in the Core
Values category recognizing their inclusion
and teamwork. Their team included Ethan
Amaro, Raelene Aragon, Sarah Duong, Sophia Duong, Andrew Duran, Diego Ruiz,
Alexander Song, and Gabrielle Wong.
Congratulations to our future engineers!

SCIENCE CAMP From Page 1A

students in the 2019-2020 school year.
In their 2 1/2 days at the nearly century-old camp, students went on nature
hikes and learned about the different
types of trees in the old growth San
Bernadino National Forest. They learned
about natural streams and about rocks
and how they form. They tried out their
skills in canoeing and archery, studied
the stars in the night sky, and gathered
around a campfire.

The next round of fifth-graders, students from Granada and Park Elementary, arrived May 15 as the second half of
the pilot for the Outdoor Science Camp.
This program is made possible and
underwritten by a partnership between
Alhambra Unified, Alhambra Educational Foundation, and the YMCA of
WSGV. The partners are exploring expanded ways to use Camp Ta Ta Pochon
for AUSD student and faculty programs.

06/2019

AROUND ALHAMBRA

23A

