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Chamber endorses Measure AL

Vote Centers

Alhambra Vote Centers

V

oters in Alhambra will be asked
to approve Measure AL on the
March Primary ballot.
Measure AL will raise the sales tax on all
taxable items sold in Alhambra by .75%, or
¾ of a cent on a dollar.
It is projected that the .75% increase
will generate $8.1 million annually, funds
that will stay in Alhambra to benefit
Alhambra residents, and cannot be taken
by the county or Sacramento. Funds will
be used for maintaining police, fire, emergency response, and school safety; keeping
public areas safe and clean; afterschool and Funds will be used for maintaining police, fire, emergency response, and school
senior programs; and repairing city streets safety; keeping public areas safe and clean; supplementing afterschool and senior
programs; and repairing city streets and potholes.
and potholes.
The County of Los Angeles is widely
expected to have a similar measure on the
November General Election ballot, and the county has
San Gabriel, Monterey Park, Montebello, Duarte,
a history being very successful at passing tax measures. San Dimas, and West Covina all have sales tax increasAny city in L.A. County that does not pass their es on the March ballot as well.
own tax measure prior to November will potentially
While no one likes paying higher taxes, it is clear
lose the .75% sales tax increase to the county.
that funds generated by an increase will better serve the
That’s why cities including Arcadia, Glendora, residents of Alhambra if Measure AL is passed.
Monrovia, Sierra Madre, Covina, South Pasadena,
Pasadena, and Glendale have already passed sales tax
increases.

Alhambra Civic Center Library
101 S. First St, Alhambra 91801
Hours: Feb. 29 - March 2: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
March 3: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Reese Hall
Emery Park
2709 Mimosa St., Alhambra 91803
Hours: Feb. 29 - March 2: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
March 3: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Gymnasium
Granada Park
2000 W. Hellman Ave, Alhambra 91803
Hours: Feb. 29 - March 2: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
March 3: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Activity Room
LA County Department of Public Works
900 S. Fremont Ave, Alhambra 91803
Hours: Feb. 29 - March 2: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
March 3: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Conference Room C
For additional Vote Centers and more information,
go to https://locator.lavote.net/locations-list/vc?id=4085.
>> see Page 2A

Decathletes and coaches from San Gabriel, Alhambra, and Mark Keppel high schools take the stage with their
accolades after a successful showing at the 38th Annual Los Angeles County Academic Decathlon Awards Banquet.
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Alhambra School District
shines at LA County Academic
Decathlon Awards Banquet

W

hen it comes to award shows,
weddings, and airplanes, the closer
people’s assigned seats are to the
front usually signifies some sort of hierarchy in
the world of honors and successes. That adage
couldn’t be truer when three high schools from
the Alhambra Unified School District arrived at
the 38th Annual Los Angeles County Academic
Decathlon Awards Banquet.
Mark Keppel High School entered the day as
heavy favorites, and their seat placement showed
it by occupying two tables directly in front of the

stage, which dawned medals and trophies patiently
waiting to be placed around the necks and into the
hands of talented teenagers. Alhambra High Decathletes were seated right behind their rival Aztecs,
and the San Gabriel Matadors found themselves
just a few tables back. It was the closest any of the
schools have sat in years, and the room was buzzing
with anxious excitement.
Decathletes, parents, coaches, and administrators
ate lunch nervously at Quiet Cannon in Montebello
as they knew as soon as they finished their vanilla
ice cream dessert, schools would learn who earned

>> see AUSD AT ACADEMIC DECATHLON AWARDS BANQUET Page 22A
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Mayor’s Corner

By Mayor Ross J. Maza
As I begin my third month proudly
serving and representing the City of
Alhambra as mayor, I can say that it was
been an incredible opportunity and honor
to do so, and I am enjoying it thoroughly.
The opportunity to meet and interact with
so many Alhambra and local residents has
been wonderful.
The year has been busy thus far and will
continue to be so with so many important
issues for the City of Alhambra to consider,
and so many projects to complete. One
of the most talked about topics recently is
Alhambra’s March 2020 ballot measure,
known as Measure AL, which would
increase the local sales tax by ¾ cents. The
Alhambra City Council unanimously voted
to place this on the March 2020 ballot late
last year. If passed, this measure would
provide Alhambra with approximately $8.1
million to use for public safety, infrastructure improvements, public park enhancements, and other local needs. On March 3
Alhambra voters will decide if this measure
will pass. More information is available on
the City of Alhambra website. You can also
contact your City Council members to

03/2020

VOTE CENTERS From Page 1A

discuss further.
On Wednesday, Feb.19, I proudly
attended a small ribbon cutting ceremony for the completion of the Pine Street
Paving Project. Pine is a small east-west
street on the north side of the city that
partially divides Alhambra and South
Pasadena. The ceremony was attended
by Alhambra Councilmember Jeff
Maloney, South Pasadena Mayor Robert
Joe, Alhambra Public Works Director
Martin Ray, me, and other Alhambra
and South Pasadena officials. This was a
great opportunity to come together with
our neighbor to the north and appreciate
the beautiful and much needed work
that was done. I am anxious to see other
streets around the city be completed as
the year progresses.
I’d like to recognize and congratulate
the Mark Keppel High School and
Alhambra High School students and
staff for their success at the 2020 Los
Angeles Academic Decathlon. On Feb.
6, Mark Keppel High School placed first
in the decathlon, while Alhambra placed
second. The City is incredibly proud
of the students and teachers for this
tremendous accomplishment. I am sure
they will continue to achieve continued
success. Please know that we are proud!
I’d like to once again remind everyone
that this year the 2020 census is taking
place. Please take a moment to inform
yourselves and others around you of this
important event that takes place every 10
years. It is imperative that all Alhambra
residents be counted so that the city can
receive its fair share of federal funding for
each and every one of its residents. Please
visit the City of Alhambra website and
click on CENSUS for more information,
or visit 2020census.gov.
In closing, I’d like to remind you all
that the Alhambra City Council is always
available to listen to your comments,
opinions, or concerns. Looking forward
to meeting many more of you around
town soon.

Voting changes in
March 3 Primary Election
The upcoming March 3 Primary Election includes new changes to the format
of the local ballots and where and how
voters can vote. Here’s what voters need
to know to participate.
Voting at Vote Centers
• Beginning this election, Los Angeles County will transition from polling
places to Vote Centers. This new model
will allow voters to cast a ballot at any
Vote Center location in the county.
• Some Vote Centers will be open for
11 days, beginning Feb. 22. Please visit
locator.lavote.net/locations for the most
up-to-date Voting Center locations and
hours, including those located in the
City of Alhambra.
Voting by mail
• Vote by mail (VBM) ballots must
be postmarked by Election Day March 3
and received no later than March 6 to be
counted. Return postage is now paid.
• Voters may also drop off their
ballots at any Vote Center in the county.
Remember to sign the back of the ballot.
Conditional Voter Registration
(CVR)
• If voters miss the Feb. 18 voter
registration deadline, a new law allows
them to register and vote until 8 p.m. on
Election Day at the County Elections office or at any Vote Center in the county.
• Any eligible voter can go to any
Vote Center in the county during the
11-day voting period, complete the
CVR application, and vote using a CVR
ballot.
• The voters’ experience reading and
marking their ballots will be the same;
however, after voters print their paper
ballots, they will be instructed to return
their paper ballot to an Election Worker.

• As soon as the CVR application
is verified, their ballots will be counted,
and the registration will become active.
Alhambra election information
• Measure AL, the Alhambra
Community Services and Infrastructure
Protection Measure, is the only local city
item on the March 3 ballot.
• Measure AL ballot question: to
protect the City of Alhambra’s long-term
financial stability; maintain fire, police,
emergency response/school safety;
prevent thefts/burglaries; repair streets/
potholes; recruit/retain well-trained
police/firefighters; keep public areas safe/
clean; maintain gang prevention and
afterschool and senior programs/other
general services; shall the measure be
adopted approving an ordinance establishing a ¾¢ sales tax providing approximately $8,100,000 annually until ended
by voters; requiring audits, all funds used
locally?
• In addition to different voting
locations, the ballot will be formatted
differently than in previous elections.
Make sure to find local elections on the
ballot and participate.
• To view a sample ballot or to find
the nearest vote center location nearest,
visit lavote.net. For information on Measure AL, visit http://www.cityofalhambra.org/resources/measureal and https://
www.cityofalhambra.org/resources/
election.
A representative from the Los Angeles
County
Registrar-Recorder/County
Clerk’s office will be at the Alhambra
Farmers Market from 8:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23, to answer any
questions about the voting changes. Visit
vote.ca.gov for more information.
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Planet Fitness suggests buddy system for motivation
Every month, we like to share tips and experienced advice on how to get the best experience
possible from your Planet Fitness workout. Here
is another idea to help and keep you engaged.
Find yourself a gym buddy.
There’s great motivation in pursuing your
workout goals with a partner. Holding each other
accountable is a valuable source of inspiration
and encouragement. A friend working beside you
can help you shake up and improve your routine.
Here are some ideas for buddy exercises that
can be fun and effective. Of course, before you
start it's always a good idea to warm up. Choose
a mild activity to help get a quick sweat going.
Something simple like 10 minutes of walking
on a treadmill or on the elliptical machine can
get your body ready to work. After you two have
warmed up, try a few of these workouts for two:
Overhead pass with squat
Stand back-to-back with your partner, separated by a few inches. Holding a medicine ball
overhead, pass it backward to your partner. Then,
both of you squat as you move the ball down to
the floor. Your partner should then roll it between
their legs, back to you, before you both return to
the starting position. After a few sets, switch places, so you each have a chance to lift and roll the
ball. Together decide how many repetitions you
want to do and keep track of them, and all your
exercises, on your Planet Fitness app to monitor
your progress so you can improve over time.
Sit-up pass

With feet flat on floor and knees bent, each
partner lies on their back. One of you then holds
the medicine ball extended overhead. Simultaneously do a sit-up and pass the ball to each other
at the top of the movement, then lower back to
the floor. The partner with the medicine ball taps
it on the floor behind them before repeating the
sit-up and continuing to pass the ball back and
forth.
Push-up with shoulder tap
Face your buddy as you both assume a highplank position, then do a push-up together. At
the top of your push-up, tap your partner's left
shoulder with your right hand as they do the same.
With each push-up, alternate hands and shoulder
taps. This is a good opportunity for some friendly
competition. Who will last longer and do the
most shoulder taps? You'll both be strengthening
your arms and core while having fun.
Body weight squat
Standing at an arm's length away, face your
partner. Gently grip each other's forearms while
keeping your feet slightly wider than your hips.
Squat together in unison, and as your thighs
become parallel with the floor, hold the position
momentarily. Then return to standing position
and repeat.
As always, please consult with a physician
prior to beginning any exercise program. Planet
Fitness Alhambra, 610 E. Valley Blvd., is open
and fully staffed 24/7. For more information,
please contact the club at 626-576-8800.

Gym member Robert Gonzalez, left, and fitness instructor Arthur Zozaya
demonstrate the buddy system.
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Student art contest
to inspire design for
2021 Rose Parade ﬂoat
The City of Alhambra and the Alhambra Chamber of
Commerce are launching an art contest asking students
to help inspire the design for the City’s 2021 Tournament
of Roses Parade Float. The theme for 2021 is “Dream.
Believe. Achieve,” which celebrates education’s ability to
open doors, open minds, and change lives.
The design art contest is open to all students enrolled in
grades K – 12 who reside in Alhambra.
Students must submit their artwork along with the
application. All mediums, from digital design to crayons,
will be accepted. The artwork must be related to the theme
of “Dream. Believe. Achieve.”

Students in the Alhambra Unified School District have
received their applications in their classrooms. Applications
can also be picked up at City Hall, Almansor Park, Alhambra Park, Joslyn Center, and the Civic Center Library. The
application is also on the City’s website to download. The
deadline to turn in the application is Monday, March 2,
by noon.
The winner of the art contest will be awarded two VIP
tickets to the 2021 Rose Parade, where they can watch
Alhambra’s float glide down Colorado Boulevard on New
Year’s Day morning.

Every month, the lobby of the Alhambra City Hall, 111
S. First St., becomes an art gallery for different local artists.
The March exhibit of art works at City Hall is the product
of students at Alhambra High School. The participating
students, all of whom
have varied international
backgrounds, have used
this opportunity to share
their heartfelt stories of
homelands left behind
to come to America and
Alhambra.
The
participating
students were challenged
by their teachers and
counselors to express their
own personal stories in a
creative way through images and words. Many of
these young people are a
long way from their place
of birth, and they have
distinct memories of their
native lands and their new
life in Alhambra. These
unique stories were part of
a process of accepting and
acknowledging their past,

enjoying the present, and dreaming and planning for the
future.
The display is unique from other art work. It is all in
black and white. Each piece contains the touching written
words of each individual with a flourish of pen and ink illustration surrounding
the words. One student, originally from
Indonesia,
wrote,
“Learn new things,
meet new friends.”
The
stark
contrast to the
usual colorful
displays adds a
poignant feel
to the outpouring of love and
a little longing for the
past while emphasizing
hopefulness for the future.
There will be an open
celebration of this
event at City
Hall
from
4 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday,
March 18.

City Hall Art Gallery presents
an international display
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Artworks show students’
love for Alhambra
The theme of love is on display inside
Alhambra City Hall through this month,
and the City Council is inviting the
public to come check it out.
As part of the “Love My City” campaign, students were asked to submit
artworks showing what they love most
about Alhambra.
More than 150 students from 13
schools participated and sent in drawings
that illustrated what they cherished about
this community.
“I love how Alhambra is such a fun
city with countless things to do” wrote
one student.
Another added, “I like that it has many
parks with lots of trees and playgrounds
where children can play and have fun.”
Another student said, “I drew my
neighborhood to show how much I love

it. Everyone here is always happy.”
“The drawings are very creative and
show how talented our students are,” said
Mayor Ross Maza. “I encourage parents
to bring their children to City Hall to see
the fantastic work by our students.”
In addition to the parks, playgrounds,
and public safety officials, students also
said they love the schools, restaurants,
shopping centers, and diversity in
Alhambra.
The Love My City campaign is a
partnership with the National League of
Cities. It aims to spotlight the connection
that people feel about the city in which
they live, attend school, and work. It
encourages civic engagement and developing a stronger sense of community
trust.

The Page Turners choose popular modern novels by noted living writers to read and discuss.
February’s book was Where the Crawdads Sing by bestselling author Delia Owens.

Read, discuss popular
modern novels with Page
Turners Book Club at library
The Page Turners at the Alhambra
Library, 101 S. First St., are a group of dedicated readers who keep alive an American
tradition that can trace its history back to
Benjamin Franklin, who founded a book
club he called the “Junto” in 1727. Its 12
members discussed books pertaining to the
issues of the day.
The Page Turners choose popular modern novels by noted living writers to read
and discuss. February’s book was Where the
Crawdads Sing by bestselling author Delia
Owens. She has won the John Burroughs
Award for nature writing. Crawdads is
her first novel. The book to be read and
discussed in March will be The Widows, a
debut novel by Jess Montgomery, who is
becoming well known for writing historical
mysteries.
The Page Turners meet from 7 to 8 p.m.
most Tuesdays in the library boardroom.

(See the Alhambra Library calendar to
verify dates). The group is led by Librarian
Lisa Perez who, through focused questions,
helps the group get the most out of their
reading.
Also on Tuesdays at the library is the
weekly meeting of the English-Mandarin
Conversation Club 中英对话小组.
Come to talk with one another and have
fun. Learn idioms and practice conversation skills in both languages. If looking
for a relaxed place to practice English
or Mandarin Chinese, this is the place.
Native English speakers and Mandarin
speakers who enjoy helping language
learners improve their linguistic skills are
welcome. No application or registration is
required. Just show up from 10:30 a.m.
to noon in the Conference Room on the
second floor, and start listening, speaking,
and learning.

6A

CITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

Last year’s Alhambra Youth Sports Drill Team smiles for a picture.
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Everyone enjoyed the humorous demonstration of Sister Laurence Marie’s attempts to put on
the clumsy, bulky but lifesaving fire suit.

Parks and Recreation Dept. Alhambra Fire Captain
offers many activities
shares ﬁre safety tips

The Alhambra Parks and Recreation
Department is a whirlwind of activity.
Its Youth Basketball League has 29 teams
and 230 participants. The Drill Team for
kids from grades third through eighth
began practice Feb. 24 and will be up and
running through May. The popular Tiny
Eagle Basketball League for first through
fourth graders has 14 teams and 138
participants.
The Adult Basketball League has teams
competing for first place. Adult Volleyball
has 18 teams in its league. Coming up is
the Teen Basketball League, which begins
March 27. Registration began in early
February. See the Alhambra Leisure Guide
for details.

On Saturday, April 11, at Almansor
Park, will be Alhambra’s famous Eggstravaganza, centered on the time honored
tradition of having kids search for Easter
eggs and candy. There will be games,
refreshments, pictures with the Bunny,
and more.
On Thursday, April 23, the department will host Arbor Day celebrations
at Almansor Park, which will include the
planting of a tree and fun activities for
kids. The annual Memorial Day remembrance of fallen veterans will be on May
25 at the Veterans Memorial in Alhambra
Park. It will be cohosted by Alhambra’s
American Legion Post 139.

The Alhambra Fire Department receives 7,000 requests for assistance every
year. One of the important things that firefighters can do is to share with the public
their experience of the importance of fire
safety. Hopefully this will result in fewer
assistance calls. In January, Alhambra Fire
Captain Monica Gonzales was invited to
share her knowledge and experience with
the San Gabriel Mission Senior Club.
The club meets once a month for a pot
luck lunch and a guest speaker. About 60
senior citizens gathered to hear Captain
Gonzales. She shared with the group some
tips on fire safety as well as some of her
personal experiences as the first woman
hired into the Alhambra Fire Department and the first female captain in the
department.
An important fire safety tool is the
smoke alarm. Captain Gonzales stressed
the importance of changing the batteries
of these alarms twice a year. A good way to

remember to do this is to change them at
the same time that clocks are set forward
or backward. She also suggested replacing
the smoke detectors every 10 years.
Fire extinguishers are another safety
tool that people may need in case of an
emergency. Captain Gonzales admitted
that many people do not know how to use
one. She then demonstrated the proper
technique for using the fire extinguisher
but counseled that in case of fire it was always best to call 911 and let the firefighters
do their job.
At the end of her presentation, the
captain showed off her 60 pounds of firefighting gear. Sister Laurence Marie, who
presides over the Senior Club, tried to put
on the firefighters uniform. Everyone enjoyed the humorous demonstration of her
attempts to put on the clumsy, bulky but
lifesaving suit. The audience went home
with a new appreciation for firefighters
and their work.

On Thursday, Feb. 6, Sean DeGuzman, Demitri Ramos, Alexis Reyes, Nery Rodriguez,
and Matthew Sustayta graduated from Rio Hondo Police Academy Recruit Class No.
209. Immediately after the ceremony, they were officially sworn in as Alhambra Police
Officers and have been assigned to Patrol for training.

To Advertise in Around Alhambra
call 626-282-8481
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Notary services

are available at the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.
Please phone 626-282-8481
for an appointment.

From left: Corporal Corey Fukumoto, Lieutenant Tai Seki, Corporal Mark Vega, and Paul Wondries.

Alhambra Police present
active shooter training
On Feb. 11, officers of the Alhambra
Police Department presented training on
what to do in the event of an active shooter
incident. The presentation was given to
the employees of Wondries Toyota at the
request of Paul and Patty Wondries. Employees assembled during their lunch hour,
and a box lunch was provided.
Three Alhambra Police Officers presented the hour-long training. They included
Lt. Tai Seki, Cpl. Mark Vega, and Cpl.
Corey Fukumoto. The presentation began
with a listing of real active shooter incidents
that have occurred in the country. Most of
these incidents last for 10 – 15 minutes and
occur every few months. Lieutenant Seki
stressed the importance of being prepared
for such a situation in a work place.
First of all, be prepared by being
familiar with the environment. Know the
escape routes, designate safe rooms, talk to
co-workers about a preplanned response,
gather emergency supplies in every room,
identify ways to lock or barricade the area,
and practice, practice, practice!
If a shooting should occur, know what
information to give to the 911 operator

when safe. They will want to know the location of the shooter(s), number of shooters, a description of the shooters, number
and type of weapons involved, such as
hand guns, shotguns, rifles, automatics.
Also give the number of potential victims.
Finally, be prepared to stay on the line as
law enforcement prepares a response.
There are three main responses to an active shooter. Most important — run! This
is why it is important to know the escape
routes in advance. Secondly, if necessary,
hide in an area out of the shooter’s view.
Silence cellphones and remain silent, lock
doors, and block entry to the hiding place.
Turn of the lights and remain calm. Finally,
if life is in danger, be prepared to fight.
Just as important is what to do when
the shooting stops. Render first aid when
necessary. Stay inside the secured location
until law enforcement arrives, and keep
hands visible until law enforcement clears
the area.
For more information on what to do in
the event of an active shooter, follow the
advice at https://lasd.org/active-shooting.
html.

Businesses encouraged
to participate in census
Businesses are encouraged to participate in the 2020 census. The census
is important for business growth. The
information collected by the census every
10 years from everyone living in the U.S.
provides businesses with the most comprehensive, reliable, free source of data about
residents in the country available. Census
data informs decisions about potential
employees, customers, and markets.
Over three fourths of Californians
(78%) trust their employer more than
any single institution and trust business
leaders to improve the area in which
they live. This means that the businesses’
community, customers, and employees
are relying on them to share these important messages. For a business, the census
is both a leadership opportunity and a
chance to improve business.
Starting mid-March, each household
will receive a postcard in the mail informing them of the options for filling
out the census questionnaire. Each year,
California receives billions in public funding for important community services like

schools, police, fire, health care, roads,
and much more. However, if there is an
undercount in California, Alhambra may
not get its full share of these resources. It
is important to count everyone no matter
their age or citizenship status. If they
regularly share an address with someone,
they count.
The questionnaire can be completed
online, by mail, or over the phone through
July 31. The Census Bureau is prohibited
from sharing the responses. Title 13 of the
federal law prohibits anyone at the Census Bureau from sharing personal census
information, with violations resulting in
stiff penalties and jail time.
The questionnaire is short and only asks
for basic information (e.g., age, sex, race,
type of housing, etc.) for all people living
in a household. It does not ask for sensitive
information like social security numbers,
immigration status, or bank account
information. After completing the questionnaire, please encourage family, friends,
and customers to do the same. Learn more
at census.lacounty.gov or 2020census.gov.

The following crimes were reported to the Alhambra Police Department in
December. The areas of occurrence are listed to the nearest block — not exact
addresses. By publishing these reports, it is hoped Alhambra residents will take the
necessary measures to ensure their individual safety, as well as the safety of their
property. Neighborhood Watch Works! To join Neighborhood Watch, or for more
crime prevention information and safety tips, call the Alhambra Police Department
Crime Prevention Office at 626-570-5177.
District One
Burglary (1)
300 W Grand
Theft/Burglary from
Vehicle (25)
00 N. First (X6)
00 S. First (X6)
00 W. Pine
100 E. Main (X2)
400 E. Main (X2)
900 N. Monterey (X2)
1100 N. Monterey
900 N. Atlantic
400 N. Stoneman
200 Palmetto
Main/ Chapel
Chapel/ Commonwealth
Grand Theft Auto (1)
500 W. Mission

District Two
Burglary (3)
1100 S. Fourth
1500 S. Eighth
1100 S. Granada
Theft/Burglary
from Vehicle (17)
600 S. Sixth
1700 S. Ninth
500 E. Los Higos (X2)
1100 S. Geranio
1600 S. Granada
1400 S. Garfield
400 W. Linda Vista
400 W. Ramona
600 E. Valley (X2)
700 E. Valley (X2)
800 E. Valley
1000 E. Valley
1200 E. Valley
1600 W. Valley
Grand Theft
Auto (2)
800 S. Almansor
1600 Geranio
Robbery (2)
00 E. Hellman
700 S. Sierra Vista

District Three

District Four

Theft/Burglary
from Vehicle (16)
100 S. Palm
700 S. Palm
500 N. Palm
2100 W. Cedar (X2)
100 N. Electric
400 N. Electric
2100 W. Commonwealth
2500 W. Commonwealth
1100 S. Westminster
100 S. Palatine
100 S. Marguerita
400 N. Marguerita
2100 W. Main
100 S. Elm
1500 W. Mission
Grand Theft Auto (6)
500 N. Marguerita
100 S. Raymond
1100 W. Main
800 S. Winchester
900 S. Westminster
1100 S. Westminster
Robbery (1)
Sherwood/ Westmont

Burglary (4)
1600 S. Meridian
1400 S. Marguerita
1400 S. Marengo
2600 S. Orange Grove
Theft/Burglary
from Vehicle (4)
1200 S. Palm
2000 W. Valley
1600 Cherry Lane
2200 S. Meridian
Grand Theft Auto (2)
2700 W. Norwood
Shorb/ Marguerita
Robbery (1)
1200 W. Valley
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The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
thanks these members for renewing their memberships
and for their continued support:
All Souls School
28 S. Electric Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-5695
Member since 2001

Cathay Bank – Valley Branch
43 E. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-576-7600
Member since 2012

Plushderma Laser Clinic
11008 Valley Mall, Suite 201
El Monte, CA 91731
626-448-7587
Member since 2013

Allied Pacific IPA
1668 S. Garfield Ave., 2nd Fl.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-0288
Member since 2010

Douglas Auto Body & Paint
2435 E. Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91107
626-795-7577
Member since 2018

Primerica Financial
Services – Sam Yue
San Gabriel, CA 91776
626-230-7192
Member since 2008

American Legion Post - 139
Iona Work Spaces
24 N. Stoneman
Ave. of Commerce
1500 W. Alhambra Road
Alhambra
Chamber
Alhambra,
Alhambra,
104 S.CA
1st 91801
St, Alhambra, CA
91801 CA 91801
626-576-9584
323[496-3539
Member since 1997
Member since 2019
Awards By Champion
909-592-9113
Member since 2015
B & C Physical Therapy
41 N. Garfield Ave., Suite 102
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-782-7611
Member since 2018
Brookdale Alhambra
1 E. Commonwealth Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-289-3871
Member since 2015

Johnson, Gordon E.
Member since 2003
M & M Dental
1711 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-308-1711
Member since 2008
McCollum Counsel
1500 W. Alhambra Road
Alhambra, CA 91801
213-534-6070
Member since 2019
Planet Fitness
610 E. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-576-8800
Member since 2015

The UPS Store
560 W. Main St., Suite C
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-284-8298
Member since 2005
Toyo Miyatake Studio
235 W. Fairway Ave.
San Gabriel, CA 91776
626-289-5674
Member since 2006
UnitedHealthcare
30 W. Valley Blvd., Suite 101
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-537-3025
Member since 2009
Valley Vista Services, Inc.
17445 East Railroad St.
City of Industry, CA 91748
626-233-8726
Member since 2018

To renew your membership with a credit card, please phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481.

CoKreeate, 1019 E. Main St., Unit B, Alhambra, hosts the Chamber’s monthly
Business to Business networking event Feb. 12. CoKreeate offers 3D scanning, 3D
printing, and 3D designing and modeling. Business to Business is held from 8:30 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m. the second Thursday of each month. It offers opportunities for members of
the business community to get to know each other and promote their businesses.

Talbot Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm Insurance Regina Talbot, Agent, 626-357-3401
Insurance License #: 0G05807

Cost of car insurance fraud
Car insurance fraud is costing us all.
Look out for common types and learn how
to help combat the issue.
Insurance fraud occurs when someone
intentionally provides false information
to an insurance company for money he
or she is not entitled to receive. Fraud is
a major issue for all types of insurance,
costing Americans billions of dollars each
year. And when it comes to car insurance
fraud, it's not only costing drivers money,
it's putting them at risk on the road.
How fraud affects you
According to the Insurance Research
Council, 24% of Americans view claim
padding behavior as acceptable, and 10%
of Americans believe insurance fraud
doesn't hurt anyone.
However, the Coalition Against Insurance Fraud estimates that fraud may cost
insurance consumers $29 billion a year.
Why should that matter to you? Because
customers end up absorbing a lot of the
cost, which may amount to about 14% of
your personal car insurance premium.
Additionally, schemes that involve
staged car accidents or fake crashes put
other drivers and their passengers at risk on
the road.
Types of car insurance fraud
Here are some of the most common
types of car insurance fraud to look out for:
• Injury fraud — either through staged
car accidents or fraudulent claims leading
to payments for unnecessary medical treat-

ment or treatment not actually received.
• Exaggerated claims damages — used
to cover the deductible.
• Conspiracy with medical providers
and attorneys — receiving unnecessary
medical treatment or getting payments for
treatment not actually received.
• False registration or documentation
— registering a vehicle in a place where
premiums are lower, understating annual
mileage, or misrepresenting the use of a
commercial vehicle.
Help fight fraud
State Farm® supports movements and
partnerships to help reduce car insurance
fraud and educate the public about its
impacts. Individuals also play a vital role
in fighting and rejecting participation in
fraud. What you can do:
• Understand your rights and responsibilities in your insurance policy, and
contact your State Farm agent with any
questions.
• Fill out and carefully check your
insurance application forms for mistakes.
• If you get into an accident, make a
detailed record of all persons involved, and
take pictures at the scene.
• Refuse to sign any documents or
agree to any terms at the site of an accident.
• Call the local police if you suspect car
insurance fraud.
For more information, contact
State Farm Agent Regina Talbot at
626-357-3401.
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New CHAMBER MEMBERS!

Tax Tips

WELCOME OUR

Arlen Vartanian, DDS
100 E. Huntington Drive, Suite 211
Alhambra, CA 91801
Arlenvartaniandds.com
Dr. Vartanian’s patients are central to his
practice, and each member of the team
is passionate about looking after patients’
oral health and smiles. They love to see
the look on their patients’ faces when they
walk out of the dental practice with smiles
that enhance their lives and confidence.

New W-4 form
On Dec. 20, the new IRS Form W-4
was approved. This is the form to let
your employer know how much taxes to
withhold from your paycheck.
The old form was based on the number
of dependent exemptions claimed.
• The lower of exemptions claimed —
the higher the taxes withheld.
• The higher of exemptions claimed
— the lower the taxes withheld.
The problem with the old form was
the IRS did not consider what would
happen if you worked more than two
jobs or there were two-earner wages from
a married couple.
The new IRS Form W-4 was created to
(supposedly) make it easier to fill out and
get straight to the point. If the form is
filled out correctly, it is set up to get your
tax withholdings as close to your taxes
owed. Meaning, your final results would
be zero.
If you found yourself owing this year
or not getting the type of refund that you
wanted, you may want to fill out a new
form to give to your employer.
Even though the IRS states the new
Form W-4 is easier to fill out, they did
create a W-4 estimator on their website
that is actually very easy to use. It may
take a little time to fill out, but it will be
quicker than doing it by hand. When you
are done, it will allow you to print out the
W-4 without any personal information in
the header. You will have to fill that out
by hand.
To use this estimator, you can go
to
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at Alhambra
Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St., Alhambra.
Alhambra Tax Center has served Alhambra
residents since 1970. He can be reached
at 626-282-1084. Tax questions, or
any other questions, can be e-mailed to
michael@alhambrataxcenter.com. To view
previous topics, read his blogs at www.
alhambrataxcenter.com.

tax-withholding-estimator, or just go to
IRS.gov and type in W-4 estimator in the
search.
Please note, this new form is for
federal withholdings, not California
withholdings. California is still based on
exemptions.
If you have any questions, please
contact your employer, IRS, or your tax
preparer.

WHY JOIN THE CHAMBER?
ADVERTISING

Chamber members are offered a
substantial discount on our monthly
newspaper. Around Alhambra features local
news, and is carrier route delivered to
32,000 households, plus newsstands
around the city.

NOTARY
SERVICES

Members receive Official
Notary Public service at
no charge.
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VISIBILITY &
CREDIBILITY

Stand out and get noticed
as an active member of
your community. Your
reputation matters.
Chamber membership
is respected by the
community.

MEMBERS
GET MORE!

REFERRALS
Chamber members are always
referred when product or service
information is requested at the
Chamber office.

NETWORK

Itʼs NOT just who you know,
it's who others know.
Networking is powerful! Our
monthly mixers and Business to
Business Networking events
are great opportunities
to meet new business
contacts.

Let us help your business!
104 S. First Street, Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-8481
www.alhambrachamber.org

El Ranchero Restaurant
511 S. Garfield Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-300-9320
El Ranchero serves a delicious variety of
authentic Mexican food. Monday specials
4 to 9 p.m., carnitas and al pastor tacos,
75 cents. Chicken and carne asada tacos,
99 cents. Tuesday and Sunday specials, 2
to 9 p.m., fish tacos 99 cents.
Take out and catering also available.
Mahan Indian Restaurant
110 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-458-6299
Mahanrestaurant.com
Mahan Indian Restaurant is located
in the heart of the City of Alhambra.
They invite the community to embark
on a unique journey to a little piece of
India. Customers will instantly smell
the flavorful curries, tandoori meats,
aromatic basmati rice, and garlic naan as
soon as they walk in. With friendly service
and an at-home attitude, there is no
doubt that service to the customer is their
No. 1 priority.

NFP Corporate Benefits
2600 Kelly Road, Suite 210
Warrington, PA 18976
858-349-9140
Nfp.com
NFP is a leading insurance broker and
consultant that cares deeply about its
employees' and clients' well-being. They are
honest, hardworking, dedicated professionals
who love what they do and strive to lead by
example. But what truly defines them is that,
for them, business is personal.
United Real Estate Los Angeles –
Carole Limon
130 E. Huntington Drive
Arcadia, CA 91006
626-319-2535
Carolelimon.com
Carol Limon has been a professional realtor
for 14 years. She services the San Gabriel
Valley and Inland Empire. She works both
as a listing agent, helping sellers get the most
value for their home, and as a buyer’s agent
with passion and sharp attention to detail to
help her buyers search for their new home.
She truly understands that buying and
selling are a couple of the biggest decisions in
a client’s life, and she views representation
and guidance through this process as a true
privilege.
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SoCalGas energy efficiency
programs save customers
$55.6 million in 2019
Southern California Gas Co. (SoCalGas) announced its customers saved $55.6
million in 2019 on their annual gas bills
through SoCalGas' energy efficiency
programs. The energy savings is equivalent
to removing over 265,000 metric tons of
greenhouse gas emissions and taking more
than 57,000 cars off of California roads for
one year.
SoCalGas energy efficiency programs
include offering rebates on hundreds of
home appliances and products that help
conserve energy and reduce costs. Customers can apply for rebates quickly and easily
from a mobile device.
An energy efficient appliance, over its
lifetime, will save customers thousands of
dollars in energy bills. A tankless water
heater can save about $1,500, an efficient
traditional water heater about $200. An
energy efficient furnace will use about
$550 less in natural gas over its lifetime,
and a smart thermostat, which can learn
a customer's schedule and temperature
preferences to adjust the temperature in
the home accordingly, can save $125 over
its lifetime.
Customers can use the SoCalGas
Marketplace website to find and compare
energy efficient products. The site points
users to rebates of $600 on select water
heaters and furnaces, up to $500 on select
fireplaces, and $50 on select smart thermostats and Energy Star natural gas dryers.
In an effort to not only maintain
affordable utility bills for customers but
to also reduce environmental impact, the
company is focused on its vision for a 21st

century energy system. This system will
provide clean, affordable, resilient and
integrated energy by replacing 20% of SoCalGas’ traditional natural gas supply with
renewable natural gas (RNG) by 2030. The
system is part of SoCalGas' vision to be the
cleanest gas utility in North America.
SoCalGas’ vision is to be the cleanest
gas utility in North America, delivering
affordable and increasingly renewable
energy to its customers. In support of
that vision, SoCalGas is committed to
replacing 20 percent of its traditional natural gas supply with renewable natural gas
(RNG) by 2030. Renewable natural gas is
made from waste created by dairy farms,
landfills, and wastewater treatment plants.
SoCalGas is also committed to investing in
its gas delivery infrastructure while keeping
bills affordable for customers. From 2014
through 2018, the company invested nearly $6.5 billion to upgrade and modernize
its pipeline system to enhance safety and
reliability. SoCalGas is a subsidiary of
Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), an energy
services holding company based in San Diego. For more information, visit socalgas.
com/newsroom or connect with SoCalGas
on Twitter (@SoCalGas), Instagram
(@SoCalGas), and Facebook.

The Ramona Convent Varsity Soccer team captures the Horizon League Championship title for
the first time in 20 years.

Ramona Convent soccer
team takes league title
The Ramona Convent Varsity Soccer
Team ended its season strong with an
undefeated record, capturing the Horizon
League Championship title for the first
time in 20 years.
“What I enjoyed most about this season
is that we took the league champ title, of
course, and that I built such a close relationship with my teammates and ended
our season on a high note,” said senior
Casandra Bonada. In celebration of the
team achievements, the Ramona community celebrated with a gold and white free
dress day and a pep rally.
The athletic program at Ramona helps

student athletes develop an understanding
of good sports citizenship and acquire the
physical, social, and cultural values inherent in sports. They develop persistence,
patience, and a mindset for success.
Ramona is a welcoming Catholic
college-prep high school for girls in grades
nine through 12. Ramona graduates face
the future with an extraordinary education,
a global vision fueled by Catholic values,
an independent spirit, confident leadership
skills, the support of their Ramona sisters,
and the strength of a legacy of more than
130 years of excellence.

Sam’s Barber Shop (Sam Artino on the right) has been helping out the Girl Scouts for many
years by offering his customers the opportunity to support the Scouts by purchasing cookies.

Time to buy Girl Scout cookies
Every year, the Girl Scouts of America
have their famous fundraising event
selling their eagerly anticipated brand of
cookies. They are even available online.
Alhambra Girl Scout Troop 311 Leader
Martha Lamas said the cookie sales are
their number one fundraising event, and
the money raised goes a long way in supporting their programs.
Troop 311 has a history of both
community service and outdoor fun. The
girls have volunteered at a local food bank
packing food for distribution. They have
served at the House of Ruth, collecting
clothing for victims of domestic abuse.
They have also volunteered at the Downey
Animal Care Shelter, which serves cities
including Alhambra. As a part of their
service, the girls of Troop 311 helped to
place dogs in forever homes.
The troop has assisted the Holy Family

Church in South Pasadena with its Mission Haiti project by collecting clothing
to support the church’s mission to the
Caribbean country.
Other activities include roller skating
together and most recently winter camping in the snow at a retreat in Wrightwood. For some of the girls, it was their
first experience with snow and the magic
of snow angels, snow men, and snow balls.
The proceeds from selling these
cookies helps the Scouts with their community service work and their shared fun
activities. Support the girls of Troop 311
by buying cookies at Sam’s Barber Shop
at 1103 E. Main St., Alhambra. Sam’s
Barber Shop has been helping out the
Girl Scouts for many years by offering his
customers the opportunity to support the
Scouts by purchasing the cookies. They
always go fast.
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The new accessible voting machines being introduced by Los Angeles County for the 2020
primary election. Photo by Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk.

Cal State LA selected
as 1 of county Vote
Centers for 2020
primary election
Cal State LA has been selected to serve as a Los Angeles County Vote
Center in California’s March 3 Presidential Primary Election.
No matter where they live, voters in Los Angeles County will be able
to cast their ballots for an extended voting period at any of the new
Vote Centers located across the county instead of at a single designated
polling place on Election Day.
The Cal State LA Vote Center will be open Saturday, Feb. 29, through
Election Day on Tuesday, March 3.
The center is located in University Library, Palmer Wing, Room
4049. Hours of operation, parking information, and other details can
be found on the Cal State LA Vote Center webpage.
Los Angeles County is also introducing new voting technology that
will allow residents to vote using accessible devices that combine touchscreen tablets with paper ballots.
The devices include features that help make voting accessible to
everyone, allowing voters to choose from multiple languages, change
text size and color contrast, and use an audio headset.
The Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk chose Cal
State LA as a Vote Center after holding dozens of community meetings
and gathering input from hundreds of residents across the region.

Daylight Saving
Time returns

at 2 a.m.
Sunday, March 8.

Remember to
move clocks
forward
one hour.
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Registration set for Alhambra
Educational Foundation
Summer High School and K-8
Summer Academy programs
Alhambra Educational Foundation (AEF) will register
students for its popular Summer High School and K-8
Summer Academy programs, to be held this year for five
weeks Monday through Friday. AEF’s Summer High
School program, an accredited program by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), will be held
at San Gabriel High School (June 11 – July 15) in San
Gabriel. The K-8 Summer Academy will be held at Ynez
Elementary (June 8 – July 10) in Monterey Park.
Incoming ninth through 12th grade students from
all private and public schools are invited to enroll in
classes, which range from core academic courses such as
integrated math I, II, III, trig/pre-calc, biology, chemistry, U.S. history, and world history, to enrichment and
elective coursework, including expository writing, speech,
debate, and drawing/painting. Enrichment classes offered
are SAT test preparation and website design and video
production.
“We’re very excited to offer new courses in our Academy K-8 program and continue our accredited instruction
for high school students,” said Steve Perry, president of
the Alhambra Educational Foundation.
This year, on-site registration will be available at the
San Gabriel High School Library from 8:30 to 11:30
a.m. Saturday, March 7. Counselors, translators, AEF
staff, and ninth grade orientation will be available to
assist with registration. On-site registration will also be
available on the first and second day of school if space
is available.
This year, early bird registration begins March 7 online at
www.aef4kids.com. Early bird registration ends March 14.
For K-8 students, AEF’s Summer Academy offers a

wonderful blend of academic courses and fun enrichment
classes. Elementary students have a wide variety of courses
to choose from this year, including Mandarin or Spanish
Dual Immersion Visual and Performing Arts Enrichment,
Under the Sea: Marine Biology, Makerspace STEAM
Lab, and Essay & Expository Writing in the morning. In
the afternoon, there will be a K-3 Day Camp from 1:30
to 5:30 p.m. at Ynez School. AEF will also offer afternoon
enrichment classes for grades fourth through eighth at
Mark Keppel High School, such as the popular Basketball
Camp, Culinary Arts, Video Game Design (fifth through
eighth grades), Minecraft, Canvas Art & Photography,
Music, and Stop Motion Animation.
AEF’s K-8 Summer Academy classes focus on preparing students academically for the upcoming school year in
a fun, stress-free environment, and the enrichment classes
help students think creatively, become problem-solvers,
learn new social skills, and get a jump on curriculum for
the coming school year.
The Alhambra Educational Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization, is the official fundraising partner
of the Alhambra Unified School District (AUSD). Since
its inception in 1993, AEF has donated more that $2.8
million to the district to provide funding for a variety of
educational programs, curriculum, and equipment that
benefits all students and schools. All proceeds from AEF’s
fundraising efforts, including the summer programs, benefit the schools and students of AUSD. The foundation’s
mission is to provide vital enrichment and educational
opportunities to all of AUSD’s students. For more information, please go to www.aef4kids.com, and follow AEF
on Facebook.
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27 Quick and Easy
Fix Ups to Sell Your
Home Fast and
for Top Dollar
Alhambra - Because your home may well be your
largest asset, selling it is probably one of the most important decisions you will make in your life. And once
you have made that decision, you'll want to sell your
home for the highest price in the shortest time possible
without compromising your sanity. Before you place
your home on the market, here's away to help you to be
as prepared as possible. To assist homesellers, a new industry report has just been released called "27 Valuable
Tips That You Should Know to Get Your Home Sold
Fast and for Top Dollar." It tackles the important issues
you needto know to make your home competitive in
today's tough, aggressive marketplace.
Through these 27 tips you will discover how to protect and capitalize on your most important investment,
reduce stress, be in control of your situation, and make
the best profit possible. In this report you'll discover
how to avoid financial disappointment or worse, a
financial disaster when selling your home. Using a
common-sense approach, you will get the straight facts
about what can make or break the sale of your home.
You owe it to yourself to learn how these important
tips will give you the competitive edge to get your home
sold fast and for the most amount of money.
Order your free report today. To order your FREE
copy of this report call toll-free 1-888-300-4632 and
enter 1023. You can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.
Get your free special report NOW.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real
Estate Broker Lic# 01820322. Not intended to solicit
buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright ©
2012

03/2020

AROUND ALHAMBRA

13A

14A

COMMUNITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

03/2020

Exemplary Monterey
Park teen named
‘Youth of the Year’
by Boys & Girls Clubs of
West San Gabriel Valley
Angel Silva wins $2,500 college scholarship and
continues journey to become National Youth of the Year
At the Youth of the Year Celebration
at the Grapevine Arbor in San Gabriel, a
panel of judges from the community name
Angel Silva as Youth of the Year 2020.
The Youth of the Year title is a prestigious
honor bestowed upon an exemplary young
person in recognition of leadership, service,
academic excellence, and dedication to live
a healthy lifestyle.
Now in its 73rd year, the national Youth
of the Year program by Boys & Girls Clubs
of America honors young people on their
paths to great futures and encourages all
kids to lead, succeed, and inspire. Angel’s
next step in his journey will to become one
of two nominees for Los Angeles County at
the Youth of the Year event on Friday, April
3, at the Skirball Cultural Center hosted by
the Los Angeles Alliance for Boys & Girls
Clubs.
“For over 10 years, Angel has been an
exemplary club member who continues to
persevere in spite of challenges, grow as a
person, and be a role model for all of our
members,” said JR Dzubak, chief executive
officer of Boys & Girls Clubs of West San
Gabriel Valley. “We could not be prouder
of him as he represents the club and embarks on his journey to be a role model and
inspiration for many more youth.”
The Youth of the Year Celebration
was presented by Hot Topic Foundation.
Eighteen nominees gave their speeches to
a panel of judges made up of community
partners and leaders such as USC Civic
Engagement, Cathay Bank, Los Angeles
Dodgers Foundation, Regional Chamber
of Commerce San Gabriel Valley, and
Panda Restaurant Group. The winner was
announced by Angels Baseball Pitcher Noe
Ramirez and received a $2,500 college
scholarship from board member Hy Ngo,
M.D.
Angel, age 17, is a senior at Mark Keppel
High School and a very outgoing member
of the Monterey Park site which he has been
attending for 10 years since 2010. In his
childhood, he faced many uncertainties, often having to move to different cities, which
made it difficult to form stable friendships.
When his family finally settled in Monterey
Park, he joined the Boys & Girls Club at
8 years old. Shortly after joining, it was

Angel Silva was named Youth of the Year 2020.

discovered that he had learning disabilities
that he worked very hard to overcome with
the support of the club staff.
He has since excelled in his studies, such
as English, and has come out of his shell
and joined advanced drama classes and his
school’s cheer team. Angel has also been
able to participate in many trips with the
club, including visiting Taiwan and Mt.
Shasta and touring colleges in San Francisco. Angel hopes to go to college and major
in special education, study Chicano history,
and continue to pursue acting.
About the Boys & Girls Clubs of West
San Gabriel Valley
Founded in 1972, Boys and Girls
Clubs of West San Gabriel Valley, www.
wsgvbgc.org, delivers fun and educational
programs each year to over 7,000 youth of
Los Angeles County across six club sites:
Monterey Park, La Puente, Baldwin Park,
and in the public housing sites of Ramona
Gardens, Estrada Courts, and William
Mead. The clubs provide key programs for
academic success, leadership development,
and healthy lifestyles. In addition, we offer
unique programming for our community
including STEM Sailing, Brent’s Club,
College Bound, and a licensed Early
Learning Center. The clubs’ mission is to
enable all young people, especially those
who need them most, to reach their full
potential as productive, caring, and responsible citizens.

http://www.cityofalhambra.org/page/22/police_department/
email: crimeprevention@alhambrapd.org
Alhambra Police Department
211 South First Street Alhambra, CA 91801 • (626) 570-5151
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San Gabriel Valley Economic
Forecast Summit to be
presented March 4
The San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership and Cal Poly Pomona will present
the San Gabriel Valley Economic Forecast
Summit from 8 a.m. to noon Wednesday,
March 4. This event, which has been held
annually since 2011 (and was held more
occasionally going back to the founding
of the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership since 1991) highlights the release
of a detailed report on the global, national,
and local economic outlook. The report
also gives a demographic breakdown of the
population and business environment of
the 31 cities of the San Gabriel Valley.
The day’s theme, “Powering a Healthy
Future for All,” will be borne out in
a diverse series of talks. An economic
forecast will be presented by Harlan H.
Thompson, managing director and senior
portfolio manager at Bank of America,
and Eric Hayes, associate economist at
the Los Angeles Economic Development
Corporation (LAEDC). The keynote on
“Artificial Intelligence in Business” will be
given by Dr. Jeff Loucks, executive director
of Deloitte's Technology, Media, and Telecommunications (TMT) Center.
The morning will conclude with a fireside chat on “The Future of the Workforce”
featuring Julie Su, secretary of the California Labor and Workforce Development
Agency, Dr. Soraya Coley, president of

Cal Poly Pomona, and Dr. Loucks, and
moderated by Dr. Erik Rolland, dean of
Cal Poly Pomona’s College of Business
Administration. The entire event will be
hosted by Frank Mottek, award-winning
broadcast journalist and host of “Mottek
on Money.”
This year’s forecast will be held at
Cooper Auditorium at City of Hope, the
iconic cancer research and treatment center
in Duarte, in the heart of the San Gabriel
Valley. The day will include exhibits of innovative technology from local businesses,
universities, and hospitals.
This event is open to the public.
To register or learn about sponsorship
opportunities, visit sgvpartnership.org/
EconomicForecastSummit.
The San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership is a regional economic development
corporation committed to growing the local
economy and improving the quality of life
in the San Gabriel Valley. A collaboration
of businesses, local government, higher
education institutions, and non-profits,
the partnership pursues this commitment
by promoting a business-friendly climate
and the success of business, engaging in
political advocacy, marketing the strengths
of the region, facilitating workforce development, and connecting cities, companies,
and organizations in the San Gabriel Valley.

March 9, 2020
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Become a better golfer

Join the Almansor Men’s Golf Club and become a better golfer. Club member
benefits include Saturday and Sunday tee times in the club’s traditional SKINS
game, Pro Shop discounts, monthly tournaments, SCGA handicap, Alhambra
resident status, and more. All levels are welcome.
There is an end of the year Award Banquet with individual and team events,
tournament prizes, and a great golf course pro and staff.
For more information, visit the club’s website at www.amgc.org, or pick up an
application at the Pro Shop, 630 S. Almansor St.

Chef, entrepreneur, Artistic
Director Bill Yee to be
guest speaker at Alhambra
Historical Society meeting
Award-winning chef, entertainer, and
artistic director Bill Yee will be the guest
speaker at the Alhambra Historical Society
membership meeting beginning at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 25, at the Alhambra
Masonic Center, 9 W. Woodward Ave.,
Alhambra. His topic will be “Cooking is
my Profession; Music is my Passion.”
Mr. Yee is a graduate of the renowned
Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Art.
He opened the Alhambra Culinary School,
which provides workshops for home
cooks and chefs on what it takes to be a
fully equipped professional chef in today’s
market.
A longtime Alhambra resident and

Alhambra Chamber of Commerce member, Mr. Yee will share his adventures and
opportunities in the hospitality and music
world. He studied violin starting at age
12 and performed as a soloist at the same
age with the Columbia School of Music at
Carnegie Recital Hall. He became director
of the Center for the Visual & Performing
Arts in Alhambra, which later became
the Performing Arts Center. He has been
director for 14 years.
Please attend this meeting featuring a
very interesting member of the community. The meeting is free.
For more information, please call the
Historical Society at 626-300-8845.

To
Advertise
in
Around
Alhambra
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626-282-8481
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The Alhambra Police Department shares what a K-9 police officer does.
Moana JR. will be presented for the first time by the students of All Souls World Language
Catholic School (All Souls).

Moana JR., Disney’s
newest stage show to
debut in Alhambra
As it has with other popular children’s
movies, Disney developed its movie based
on the ancestral legends and traditions of
Polynesian peoples into a youth theatre
stage show. Moana JR. will be presented for
the first time by the students of All Souls
World Language Catholic School (All
Souls). This musical theatre production
will mark the second year for these budding performers, stagehands, and lighting
and sound support company of students.
Some will perform the iconic roles of
Moana, Maui, Heihei, and Pua and other
memorable characters while other students
will play critical roles behind the scenes.
Evening performance will be Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, March 26, 27, and
28, with the Pre-Show Lobby Experience
starting at 6 p.m. A special matinee show
will be presented Sunday, March 29, for
which the Pre-Show Lobby Experience
will open at 1:30 p.m. The play will be
presented at the school campus located at

29 S. Electric Ave., Alhambra 91801. Show
tickets are only $10 and available at www.
allsoulstheatre.eventbrite.com.
The costumes and stage sets are
important in drawing the audience into
the world of the characters. At All Souls,
parents play a critical role by making the
professional costumes, stage sets, and props
themselves with the help of their children.
“Creative arts activities foster growth
and development in many aspects of our
children’s education,” said Claudia Lucio,
parent and co-chair of the All Souls Arts
Committee. “Seeing the transformation
of a blank surface turn into a finished art
piece is an enjoyable accomplishment for
our children. To see the artwork alongside
the theatrical talent of the actors is a stunning combination.”
For more information about All Souls’
dual language programs in English/Spanish
or English/Mandarin, visit allsoulsla.org or
call 626-282-5695.

Lunch & Learn

St. Thomas More Catholic
School celebrates Career
Day with ﬁrst responders
from local communities

Career Day at St. Thomas More
Catholic School was an inspiration to the
students as well as the faculty and staff.
They were visited by first responders from
Alhambra, San Gabriel, and Pasadena who
talked about their chosen careers and discussed the hard work, determination, and
education needed to succeed in each field.
Students were able to learn how challenging the job of being a first responder
can be. The Alhambra Police Department
shared what a K-9 police officer does. The
Pasadena Police Department landed a

helicopter onto the play yard and allowed
children a close-up look. The San Gabriel
Firefighters allowed the children to climb
on board the fire truck.
Several parents and friends also shared
their talents, skills, and experience including a data architect and an empowerment
comedian. Special thanks to all the speakers who shared their skills, knowledge, and
passion to inspire the students to dream
and start planning for their future.
To see more photos or for information,
please visit www.STMCSA.org.
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Joanna Vargas, owner of The Fit Factor, presents “Learn How to Make Money on
Instagram” at the Chamber’s Lunch & Learn Feb. 19. Some of the information
covered included how to build influence on social media for a business; delivering
value and/or entertainment to followers on a consistent basis; growing a following;
networking and meeting new customers on social media; sharing hourly stories on
Instagram and tagging clients and sharing their posts; and developing and nurturing
relationships just like in person.

spend money on repairs!
Contact the YMCA or Valarie Gomez, CEO for more information
How great is this! Your donation changes lives within our communities of
(626) 576-0226 • val.ymca@gmail.com
San Gabriel Valley.

Contact the YMCA or Valarie Gomez, CEO for more information
(626) 576-0226 • val.ymca@gmail.com
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YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley 2019 Heart of the Community luncheon.

A ribbon cutting for the grand opening of model townhomes at Lennar homebuilders’
Alhambra development, Woodhaven townhomes, on South Marengo, was held
Feb. 19. Representatives from Lennar, the City of Alhambra, local schools, and the
Alhambra Chamber attended the ceremony.

YMCA of West
San Gabriel Valley
‘The Heart of the
Community’ luncheon
to be held March 24
This year’s YMCA of West San Gabriel
Valley Heart of the Community luncheon
will be held Tuesday, March 24. A reception
begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by luncheon
at noon. It will be held in the Lakeview
Room at Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor
St., Alhambra.
The Heart of the Community luncheon
is celebrating the 108th year of the YMCA
in this area and will raise money to support
programs such as summer day camp,
weekly field trips, Camp Ta Ta Pochon, a
Basketball League, swim lessons and water

activities, weight room, exercise classes,
and the increasingly popular After-School
Program.
The Heart of the Community Awards
Dinner was first held in 2009. It was named
by the planning committee with the goal of
gathering friends and supporters of the Y to
recognize those who whole-heartedly serve
the community through their dedication to
YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley. In that
first year, the committee also recognized
the need to raise money for Camp Ta Ta
Pochon in the San Bernardino Mountains
that has served generations of children with
an outdoor mountain camping experience.
Despite the state of the economy in 2009,
the dinner was sold out, and the generosity
of the supporters was boundless.
Last year’s honorees were The Alhambra
Educational Foundation, Reyna Del Haro
Kaiser Permanente Foundation, SCE
Foundation, and Nicole Tilley and the
William H. Tilley Foundation. All of them
have been generous in their support of the
community service to the residents of West
San Gabriel Valley through the programs of
the YMCA.
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To inquire about
these
adoptable
animals, contact the
San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society at
626-286-1159, or visit
at 851 E. Grand Ave.,
San Gabriel. Adoption
hours are 10:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday. The
shelter is closed on
Mondays. Directions
and photos of many
more dogs and cats
can be found online at
www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee
for cats is $99, which
includes spay/neuter,
vaccinations, de-worming,
FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 $145 dog adoption fee
includes
microchip,
vaccinations,
spay/

COMMUNITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

neuter surgery, and
de-worming, as well as
a free health check-up
at a participating vet
(some breeds slightly
higher).
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same
time for a reduced fee.
The Senior for
Senior Program offers
pets for $39 each.
The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.
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Bueller
Domestic short hair • Senior •
Male • Medium
Bueller is a handsome 8-year-old domestic
short hair cat. Bueller wins the Mr.
Congeniality Award at Meow Manor. He is
a staff and volunteer favorite because of his
engaging, relaxed, and loving personality.
His favorite thing is being on a lap or held in
arms while purring contentedly, appreciating
the attention. When Bueller is resting on your
chest, he extends his paws and gives hugs.
Even belly rubs are appreciated. Bueller is
also content to calmly lounge in a bed by a
window with a view, enjoying the sun. His
play style is more bat and pat, if he’s in the
mood. Bueller will be happy as a couch potato
on or next to his human. Even Bueller’s facial
markings are unique. Sort of a scruffy look,
but undeniably movie star handsome and
masculine. His adoption fee includes neuter
surgery, microchip, first vaccinations, and
a free wellness check-up at a participating
veterinarian.

Leelo
Chihuahua mix • Adult • Female •
Small
Leelo is a happy 6-year-old Chihuahua mix
who weighs about 10 pounds. Leelo has an
adorable face and unique "flying nun" ears
that look like she is ready to fly at any given
moment into the arms of a loving person. And
her favorite pastime is getting cozy in a loving
person's lap. Leelo has good energy and enjoys
going for walks. She is very easy to manage on
leash. She has been friendly with other dogs and
always seems to have a smile on her face. Leelo's
sparkling personality will brighten the home of
the lucky family that adopts her. She deserves a
safe and loving home. Her adoption fee includes
spay surgery, microchip, first vaccinations,
and a free wellness check-up at a participating
veterinarian.

Kane
Chihuahua mix • Adult • Male •
Small
Kane is a handsome boy with a beautiful soft
black coat and white highlights. Kane loves
going for walks and socializing with other dogs
and people. He recently discovered the fun of
playing with a couple of other dogs off leash in
the play yard, loving the freedom to run and
chase his buddies. Kane is looking for a loving
home with someone patient enough to take the
time to get to know him. He would probably
do well with another dog as a companion and
playmate. Check out this sweet boy here in this
adorable video: https://youtu.be/xJsx9q6nvqU.
Kane is 4-year-old Chihuahua mix. Come
and meet this good looking little boy soon —
he'd love a home to call his own. His adoption
fee includes neuter surgery, microchip, first
vaccinations, and a free wellness check-up at a
participating veterinarian.

Community Calendar of Events

March

March 2 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
March 3 – Tuesday
HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
March 4 – Wednesday
Alhambra Woman's Club meeting
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
11 a.m. at Almansor Court
700 S. Almansor St., Alhambra 91801
$20 members; $25 non-members.
626-289-9307 for reservations by March 2
March 5 – Thursday
Parks and Recreation Commission
Story Park, 210 N. Chapel Ave.
7 p.m.
March 8 – Sunday
Daylight Saving Time begins
2 a.m.
March 9 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.
March 10 – Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

March 11 – Wednesday
• Business to Business networking event
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Hosted by the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
Ambassadors
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.
• Transportation Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
March 12 - Thursday
SCORE counselor appointments available
10 a.m. to noon
Phone the chamber at 626-282-8481
March 16 - Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
March 17 – Tuesday
St. Patrick’s Day Pub Crawl
Downtown Alhambra
6 – 10 p.m.
Starts at Ohana Brewing Co., 7 S. First St.

March 24 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

April 13 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.

March 25 – Wednesday
Chamber Mixer
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Hosted by the Alhambra Educational Foundation
Big Catch Seafood House
2 S. Garﬁeld Ave.
Alhambra 91801

April 14 - Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

April

April 15 – Wednesday
Arts & Cultural Events Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

April 2 – Thursday
• SCORE counselor appointments available
10 a.m. to noon
Call the Chamber at 626-282-8481
• Parks and Recreation Commission
7 p.m., Joslyn Center, Story Park
210 N. Chapel Ave.
April 6 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.

March 18 – Wednesday
• Lunch & Learn
“Proper Classiﬁcation of Independent Contractors”
April 7 – Tuesday
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
• State of the City Luncheon
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
Noon, Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor St.
104 S. First St.
• HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
Call the Chamber at 626-282-8481 to R.S.V.P.
7 p.m. - City Hall, conference room
• Arts & Cultural Events Committee
111 S. First St.
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
April 8 – Wednesday
Business to Business networking event
March 23 – Monday
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
City Council, 7 p.m.
Alhambra Fit Body Boot Camp
City Hall, 111 S. First St.
43 E. Main St.

April 20 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
April 22 – Wednesday
Chamber Mixer
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Hosted by Shakey’s Pizza
2234 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra 91803
April 27 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.
April 28 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Alhambra Service Clubs and Organizations
Tuesday: The Kiwanis Club of Alhambra meets at 6 p.m. the ﬁrst and third Tuesdays of each month at Denny’s Restaurant, 369 W. Main St., Alhambra. The Rotary Club meets at noon
every Tuesday at Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor St. The Soroptimist Club meets at noon the ﬁrst and third Tuesday of the month at the San Gabriel Hilton, 225 W. Valley Blvd, San
Gabriel 91776.
Wednesday: The Alhambra Historical Society presents its program meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of January, March, May, September and before or after Thanksgiving
in November at the Masonic Center, 9 W. Woodward Ave. Toastmasters meets from 6:45 p.m. to 9 p.m. on the ﬁrst and third Wednesdays each month at the Colonial Kitchen Restaurant,
1110 Huntington Drive, San Marino.
Thursday: American Legion Post 139 meets at 7 p.m. on the ﬁrst Thursday each month at the Legion Hall, 24 N. Stoneman Ave., Alhambra. San Gabriel Valley New Generation Rotary
Club meets from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. every Thursday at the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce, 104 S. First St.
The Alhambra Woman’s Club meets monthly. Phone 626-289-9307 for information.
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Nearly 20 local businesses and agencies support and participate in the LIFT program,
providing vocational experience for students.

Local businesses,
leaders who support LIFT
Alhambra Unified School District's
Board of Education recognized the community businesses and leaders that support
the Learning Independence for Transition
Program. LIFT, as the organization is more
commonly known, focuses on teaching
life skills to special education students ages
18 – 22.
Nearly 20 local businesses and agencies
support and participate in the program,
providing vocational experience for
students. Throughout these experiences,
young adults learn skills such as communication, money management, self-care,
home maintenance, and self-advocacy.
During a board meeting Feb. 4, elected of-

ficials gave special thanks to the Alhambra
Chamber of Commerce, All Souls World
Language Catholic School, Atherton Baptist Home, Alhambra Teachers Association,
Charlie's Trio, Frida Pickles, Home Depot,
JOANN Fabric and Craft Stores, McCormick's Pet Emporium, Alhambra Superior
Courthouse, Walgreens, South Pasadena/
San Marino YMCA, YMCA of West San
Gabriel Valley, Alhambra Golf Course,
Cal State University – Los Angeles, Big
T's Mini Mart, Ritter's Restaurant, and
Smart N Final for providing meaningful
experiences to the district's LIFT students
and for their contributions to promoting
quality education.

Mark Keppel High School Girls Basketball celebrates its 100th straight league win with a fan
made banner. Front: Tiffany Huynh (senior) second row: from left, Kaley Kwok (senior), Jennifer
Nitta (sophomore), Grace Song (senior), Patricia Chung (senior), Kendall Tam (junior), Michelle
Rachmat (junior), Jayde De Leon (freshman), Cheyenne Hy (senior), and Assistant Coach Bernie
De Leon. Back row: from left, Sydney Jou (senior), Allysa Lopena (sophomore), Head Coach Jose
Herrera, and Assistant Coach Sydne Kaku.

100 straight wins cap off
decade’s worth of MKHS
Girls Basketball dominance
It may have been Senior Night at
Alhambra High School, but make no
mistake, Friday, Feb. 7, belonged to the
Aztecs. With a packed gymnasium, the
usual blue and gold was covered up by an
influx of white and cardinal as Mark Keppel students, faculty, administrators, and
alumni flooded the bleachers, all waiting
for an opportunity to witness some local
history. One hundred straight league wins
were a mere four quarters away, and the
only thing standing in Mark Keppel High
School’s way to another 10-0 season was
an Alhambra team who would’ve loved to
end a streak that started with them 10 years
ago.
In the house the Moors built, Coach
Jose Herrera’s Aztecs went into their final
league game fully aware of the history in
front of them. “You know, we never really
mentioned it throughout my whole tenure
here, and then all of a sudden this past week
people starting putting it in my ear,” the
coach said. Senior Guard Patricia Chung
echoed the coach’s comments saying, “Of
course everybody was talking about the
100 wins. From the start, that kind of got
to us a little bit because we were all really
excited, so we had to calm down in order
to focus.”
From the final score, you would have
never guessed the Aztecs felt any nerves
at all, suffocating the Moor’s offense to
a 44-point win and their 100th straight
league victory. The Aztecs played aggressive
and purposeful defense all night, turning

takeaways into fast-break baskets. When
the Aztecs ran the offense, it was done with
precision and authority, taking direction
from their confident guard, Patricia
Chung. “Coming into the game, from
the last time we matched up against them,
we knew it wasn’t going to be a hard win,
but we knew we’d have to work for it.” It
was clear the excitement of history wasn’t
going to stifle a Mark Keppel team that’s
dominated the Almont League since most
of the current roster was in grade school.
In fact, the last time Keppel lost to a league
opponent, Apple was only on its fourth
iPhone, Instagram didn’t exist, and NBC’s
biggest scandal was O’Brien versus Leno.
Now it’s 2020 and the Aztecs have
continued their league perfection, and
although history was made, it’s already in
the rear-view mirror. Coach Herrera said
after the game, “We’ve always told our
girls the real season starts in February, and
that’s the playoffs. So, my mindset was, let’s
get through this and whatever happens,
happens. I mean luckily, we survived it.
You know it’s very hard to win 100 games,
especially in a rolling league, but I’m glad
that it’s over with.”
As for now, Coach Herrera won’t have
to think about maintaining the streak until
next winter, but there’s no doubt he enjoyed
the moment with his team. Through the
cheers, hugs, and Gatorade baths, there was
the joy of victory, but more importantly,
there was the unity a 10-year run brought
to a campus and a community.

Support this paper!
Visit our advertisers!
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Alhambra High School thespians
announce cast for April
production of ‘Bye Bye Birdie’
Bye Bye Birdie, the rock ‘n roll Broadway
smash hit, will take the stage this April at Alhambra High School. This charming romp
through late 1950s nostalgia will be sure to
delight all audiences. The Alhambra High
School Thespian Society has just begun
rehearsals for the production and is proud to
announce its talented and diverse cast.
The cast of Bye Bye Birdie features Victoria Cervantes as Rosie Alvarez and Sebastian
Delgado as Albert Peterson, Cherry Chen
as Kim MacAfee, Julio Illingworth as Conrad Birdie, and Adele El Hassanieh as Mae
Peterson. This show includes an incredible
ensemble of hardworking students filling
out the 41-member cast: Lila Archuleta,
Alessandra Castillo, Hannah Cichy, Defeng Chen, Jasmine Chung, Annika Del
Mundo, Erine Duclan, Nico Ebata, Iliana
Encinares, Zeiad Farouk, Maddy Fuentes,
Maggie Gutierrez, Hanna He, Bryan
Joseph, Trever Kenney, Khyla Khiailiam,
Stephaney Knapp, Rebecca Lee, Bob Liu,
Kiani Lujan, Sam Luo, Allie Morales, Ketzally Moreno, Yumi Minton, Jackie Nisall,

Laila Padilla, Alexis Ramirez, Amaya Rios,
Nicolas Robles, Daniel Roche, Thelma
Sandi, Brandon Torres, Felinia Tendean,
Tyler Torres, Daisy West, Carissa White,
Henry Wu, Jenny Uyemura, Matthew
Uyemura, and Adrian Vicente-Nation.
Students are rehearsing daily with
Rachel Snow, theater arts director, who
leads a production team that includes
Music Director Sam Chen, Choreographer
Tess Johnson, and Technical Consultant
Brian Cole. Performances will be at 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, April 17 and 18; 11 Korean Exchange students from Jemulpo High School in Incheon, South Korea, walk the
a.m. Saturday, April 18; and 7 p.m. Friday artistic halls of Alhambra High School during their introductory tour. From left: Dohyun
and Saturday, April 24 and 25. Perfor- Kim, Minseok Kim, Jong Hwa Yoon, Don Eun Kim, Da Seong Lee, and Dae Yeon Kim.
mances will take place in the Alhambra
High School Auditorium, 101 S. Second
St. Tickets will be available starting in
mid-March from cast and Thespians Club
members at the AHS Student Bank and at
some local businesses.
For more information, tickets, and
promos, go to www.alhambrathespians.
com, or e-mail moorstheaterboosters@
gmail.com.

AHS students ena-moored
with new Korean
exchange classmates

Rotary mini-grants

Alhambra Rotarians present teachers with mini-grants at the Alhambra Unified
School District Board meeting Feb. 4. For the past 29 years, the Rotary Club of
Alhambra has awarded over $222,042 in funding for teacher mini-grants. This year,
42 mini-grants for a total of $7,496 are being awarded to elementary and high school
teachers for their innovative and creative proposals. These generous donations go a
long way in providing teachers with opportunities to enhance the learning experience
for students not only in the classroom, but for extracurriculars that allow students to
explore their academic curiosities.

If there was any doubt as to whether
the student population at Alhambra High
School was going to be anything but
enthusiastic and embracive of their newly
inducted Moors from South Korea, the
AHS faithful left no shreds. As students
from Jemuplo High School in Incheon,
South Korea, walked through the gates of
their new home for a week in mid-February, they were greeted with welcome signs,
cheers, and even some joyous tears.
Kids were absolutely captivated over the
arrival of 10 Korean Exchange Students
who spent a week at Alhambra High
School as part of the EduPeople Program.
“It was a crazy reception,” said Jayson Pineda, AHS ceramics instructor and program
adviser. “Students were waiting for them at
the gate, taking pictures, and even crying.”
Some might make the connection that the
current Korean pop-culture craze added
to the excitement of the boys’ arrival, but
whatever the reason, students were glad to
have them part of their school. “I had kids
stopping by my classroom during lunch
just to introduce themselves and take pictures. I couldn’t have asked for a better and
surprising welcome,” Mr. Pineda added.
The excitement was reverberated from
the boys, who were in awe of Alhambra
High School’s massive campus, from
the three-story views to the canteen and
library. “Everything is bigger. In America,
everything is bigger, and I like that,” said
exchange student Daeyeon Kim. Those
sentiments were a common theme as the
boys got their tour around campus. At one
point, one student asked how many individual schools shared the AHS campus,
only to be floored by a resounding “one”
from their ASB tour guides. It didn’t take
long for the boys to get comfortable in their
new surroundings, cracking jokes about
the size of the school, posing for photos
around campus, and even out-dueling the
ASB members in an impromptu school
chant competition. The kids fit right in
and were eager to get the full American
teenager experience.
The Jemulpo High Schoolers spent a
week attending classes at Alhambra High,

participating in a variety of subjects from
basic classes like science and mathematics,
to more hands-on courses like ceramics,
weight training, and dance. But as important as their studies were in the classrooms,
gyms, and studios, it was the time spent
out of the classroom that carried more
weight. The program didn’t just park the
10 boys in the Days Inn on First Street,
and they weren’t left to fend for themselves
at an Airbnb. They were given hosts, who
were none other than six students from
AHS whose families excitedly housed the
boys for their week in Alhambra.
The AHS hosts were eager to expose
the boys to American culture, being that
none of the exchange students had ever
been to the United States before. Senior
Daniel Garcia Hernandez expressed how
happy his parents were that he wanted to
participate in the program. Daniel saw this
as a learning opportunity for both himself
and his new roommates. “When you
meet somebody from around the world,
they have different cultures and different
things that they do that you can just learn
… I [hope they see] what it’s like to live
in America. Everybody has a different
perspective of how America is, and I want
to show them how I live and what I think
of America.”
The experience was one of a kind
for both groups, and when asked what
the program is hoping to achieve, Mr.
Pineda is looking toward the future. “In
this inaugural year, we’re hoping to make
the connection in order to keep this an
annual thing,” he said. “Every time we’ve
done abroad trips, the students love them.
When they get to experience different
cultures and the food, it’s always great, and
the students become stronger.”
Strength can take many forms, but in
the case of Alhambra High School’s new
exchange program, the strength of new
friendships, inclusivity, and understanding
dominated the student experience. The
Jemulpo boys were dying to try any and
everything California had to offer, and
AHS kids hoped to oblige by starting them
with a SoCal legend, In n Out.
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AUSD AT ACADEMIC DECATHLON
AWARDS BANQUET From Page 1A

bragging rights as top Decathletes for the 20192020 season.
“We did come in with a lot of confidence
because we had been winning a lot of scrimmages since the beginning, but when awards were
[announced], and a lot of other schools especially
in our division were getting medals, we started to
get worried,” said Anh Tran, senior Decathlete
from Mark Keppel.
Despite the growing nerves, it didn’t take
long before the names of winners from all three
campuses started echoing ironically through the
halls of Quiet Cannon. Names like Paul Zhang
and Angus Yang from Mark Keppel, Todd Lai
and Virginia Valdez from Alhambra, and Joseph
Pandur and Michelle Vuong from San Gabriel
were celebrated as they proudly represented their
institutions on LA County ACADECA’s biggest
regional stage. As more and more names from
each school were read aloud, joyous excitement
filled the faces of AUSD students.
Mark Keppel, Alhambra, and San Gabriel
finished with 60, 68, and 35 medals, respectively. Keppel walked away with the highest
Division I honors, ranking first in both overall
scores (48,103.7) and Super Quiz (5,600). They
also made LA County ACADECA history by
becoming the first school with a combined score
of over 100,000 points between their A and B
teams. Alhambra and San Gabriel placed first
and second in both categories in Division II,
and all three schools finished in the top 10 of
team overall scores: Mark Keppel (1), Alhambra
(2), and San Gabriel (7). There was no disdain
or jealousy between the campuses, in fact, the
schools acted as if they were one cohesive unit,
competing against the Arcadia, Beverly Hills,
Mountain View, and Saugus High Schools of LA
County.
“It was special to see San Gabriel, Alhambra,
and Mark Keppel [act] like one whole team,
whereas in previous years, our only goal was
to medal snipe,” said Michelle Vuong, senior
Decathlete from San Gabriel High School.
Third-year Decathlete from AHS, Todd Lai,

Principles, faculty, and administrators proudly crowd the halls of the Disneyland Resort in Anaheim as six AUSD schools receive
Distinguished Schools Awards from the California Department of Education and the California Distinguished Schools Program.
Photo by Fifi Chu.

Six AUSD schools recognized by
state with Distinguished honors
Alhambra Unified School District
is sending two high schools to the
Academic Decathlon State Competition later this month, but they aren’t
the only institutions earning statewide
recognition. Six elementary schools
were honored Feb. 10 at the annual
California School Recognition Program
Awards Ceremony at the Disneyland
Resort in Anaheim.
Brightwood Elementary, Martha
Baldwin Elementary, Monterey Highlands Elementary, Park Elementary,
Ramona Elementary, and Repetto Elementary each received Distinguished
School Awards along with 318 other
schools within the state of California.
They were recognized by the 2020
California Distinguished Schools
Program for closing the achievement
gap and producing exceptional student
performance.

explained how throughout the season, the schools put their rivalries
to the side and would practice with each other in hopes to better their
scores. “We’re rivals, but we’re cool with each other,” he said. “We were
competing with each other, but I don’t think any of us would’ve minded
who beat who. Keppel got first, Alhambra — we were happy to get
second; it’s the best we’ve ever done. It was more about that AUSD
pride.” Decathletes from Keppel were quick to point out that it was
still a competition, but it didn’t come from a place of malice. “We’re
not cutthroat with each other,” explained MKHS senior Luan Ye. “We
collaborate in order to beat each other, to make each other improve,
instead of beating each other down.”
That AUSD pride and collaborative effort is something two teams
are looking to carry over into March when Mark Keppel and Alhambra
represent the district at this month’s state competitions. According to
MKHS Decathletes, the overall goal for state is to finish in the top
three, especially in Super Quiz, the only public viewable competition

“These outstanding schools don’t
just educate students; they also provide
the young people of California the
tools they need to be successful after
graduation,” said State Superintendent
Tony Thurmond in a news release.
“Thanks go to all the staff at these
schools — teachers, administrators,
classified employees — and parents,
who are working together to provide
high-quality educational experiences
for all of their students.”
The California Department of
Education and The Distinguished
Schools Program outlines specific
criteria when deciding which schools
to name as official awardees. Some of
the major indicators include improvements in test scores, suspension rates,
conditions, and climate. Test scores
may be a given, but what signifies a
successful program no longer relies

in the Decathlon. That Top-3 goal is something Mark
Keppel is very familiar with. “Our goal last year was to
place top three in Super Quiz, and in order to do that,
we had to try and win it,” said Tin Tran, former Navy
Officer, MKHS social science teacher, and ACADECA
coach. “We came close, we finished fourth in the state
last year by one question. So, in terms of Super Quiz [this
year], we’re going to really go after it. The mentality is,
we’re going for a perfect score and if we screw up, we’ll get
95%, which is still pretty good.”
While Mark Keppel sees their impressive 2019-2020
season as a rallying cry for perfection at state, Alhambra
High School continues to focus on their improvement.
The Moors were the most improved school from a year
ago, increasing their overall score by a jaw-dropping
15,204.9 points. Jennie Malonek, AHS science teacher
and ACADECA coach said, “We were
not as motivated or prepared as we
needed to be last year, and we dropped
down to 18th. We haven’t been out
Patricia Rodriguez-Mackintosh, President, District 3
of the Top-10 in like 15 years. I told
Jane C. Anderson, Vice President, District 2
them right then, ‘next year we will
Joanne Russell-Chavez, Clerk, District 5
be the most improved team.’ And we
Wing K. Ho, Member, District 1
were [laughing]!” Ms. Malonek was
Robert L. Gin, Member, District 4
extremely proud of her team’s perforDenise R. Jaramillo, Superintendent & Secretary to the Board
mance, firmly believing that her kids
are Division I competitors.
Similar optimism was displayed by
San Gabriel’s team, but overall, the
disappointment in missing the cut for
state is still fresh. “I really wanted to
go to state, just to say that all three
schools made it,” admitted Kenneth
Ma, SGHS chemistry teacher and
ACDECA coach. “The kids who are
graduating are disappointed, but those
2019- 2020
who will be here next year saw a lot
of victories, and they can do better

merely on whether or not students
are performing well on standardized
testing. Instead, much of a school’s
success revolves around the climate
and culture that students are exposed
to on a daily basis, and whether or not
faculty is actively trying to improve the
student experience.
From positive behavior intervention
to conflict resolution, schools are
committed to prioritizing students’
well-being. Alhambra Unified School
District is extremely proud that its
schools, teachers, administrators, staff,
and families have worked collectively to
build a foundation for student success.
Recognition from The Distinguished
Schools Program validates the efforts
put in by all those involved in making
sure students are given the best opportunities to thrive.

next year. While Alhambra and Keppel are
focusing on the state event in March, we’re
already getting ready for next year.”
When compared to Keppel and
Alhambra, San Gabriel is the definite
underdog within the district. Mr. Ma explained that veteran faculty at San Gabriel
can’t recall a time their school has ever
made it to the state competition, and Mr.
Ma knows based on digital records, the
Matadors definitely haven’t made it this
millennium. But although state is still a
current goal for Mr. Ma and his students,
he does have a personal bout with AHS
Coach Jennie Malonek. Mr. Ma was a
former student and decathlete for Ms.
Malonek when he attended Alhambra
High from 2005-2009, and he wasn’t shy
in revealing his ultimate goal.“You know I
was her student, and one day I might be
able to beat Alhambra. Next year’s goal is
[going to] state and after we get that, let’s
beat Alhambra.”
When Ms. Malonek was asked to
comment on Mr. Ma’s goal, her reply was
simple: “Not gonna happen. I’m cool with
him trying to catch us, but as long as I’m
here, they’re not going to.”
Despite the friendly competition,
medals, and state representation, one
common theme was apparent as coaches
and students reflected on their successful
season: the Academic Decathlon is a developmental tool that the kids are proud
to experience together as it prepares
them for adulthood, despite where their
assigned seats may be.
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Representatives from L.A. County Department of Public Health & L.A. County Office
of Education respond to questions from local audience members at the Coronavirus
informational meeting Feb. 13 in the San Gabriel High School auditorium. From left:
LACDPH representatives Noel Bazini-Barakat, Dr. Robert Gilchick, Dr. Dawn Terashita,
and from LACOE, Deputy Superintendent Arturo Valdes and Director of Health Services
Susan Chaides.

AUSD and Garvey School
District hold informational
meeting on coronavirus
AUSD and GSD partners with LACDPH and LACOE
to provide families with info regarding novel coronavirus
After a petition calling for Alhambra
Unified School District to close its
campuses due to the understandable concerns of student health safety regarding
COVID-19, the current official name of
novel coronavirus, AUSD and Garvey
School District held an informational
meeting with experts from the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
and the Los Angeles County Office of
Education to provide the most up-to-date
information about the virus, including
symptoms, education, and prevention
guidelines.
The public forum was held Feb. 13 in
the San Gabriel High School auditorium,
where interested families were invited to
hear experts from LACDPH and LACOE
speak about the virus’ current status
worldwide and within the United States.
Presenters at the forum included three
representatives from LACDPH: Noel Bazini-Barakat, RN, MSN, MPH, Regional
Health officer, San Gabriel Valley (Service
Planning Area 3); Dawn Terashita, MD,
MPH, associate director, Acute Communicable Disease Control Program;
and Robert Gilchick, MD, MPH, Child
and Adolescent Health Section chief,
Division of Maternal, Child, and Adolescent Health. Two representatives from
LACOE also joined the panel: Susan
Chaides, director of Health Services, and
Arturo Valdes, deputy superintendent.
AUSD Superintendent Denise Jaramillo started the evening by thanking
the estimated 100 attendees for their
concerns, and hoped the information
presented at the meeting would ease some
anxieties that may have been experienced
in recent weeks.
Dr. Terashita, who made the primary
presentation, reported that cases are continuing to increase worldwide, but as for
the U.S., only 13 confirmed cases exist and
almost all of them were travelers from Wuhan City, Hubei Province in China. Two of
the 13 cases were not direct travelers to Wuhan, but instead were very close household

contacts to those who traveled to the city.
A common theme that was discussed
throughout the meeting was the accuracy
of information. Representatives from both
county offices, as well as Superintendent
Jaramillo and GSD Superintendent Anita
Chu, expressed the importance of fact
checking when learning new information
about coronavirus, especially from online
sources. Dr. Gilchick highly recommended that those with questions regarding
the virus should contact the L.A. County
Department of Public Health directly for
the most accurate reports of the virus.
Deputy Superintendent Valdez explained
that worried parents should not hesitate
to contact his office or the health offices at
any of the L.A. County campuses if they
have questions.
After the presentation, a Q&A session
was held wherein the five guest speakers
from LACDPH and LACOE addressed
questions from the audience. For roughly
45 minutes, the representatives along
with Superintendent Jaramillo, Superintendent Chu, and AUSD Assistant Superintendent of Student/Employee Welfare
Patricia Mahony engaged with audience
members, explaining safety precautions
campuses are taking, preventative measures that should be practiced by all individuals, and the most popular question
of the night: “Are masks recommended?”
Dr. Terashita did not recommend the use
of masks and explained that prolonged
use can cause other health risks.
The entire informational meeting
was video recorded by the L.A. County
Office of Education. It can be found on
the AUSD website in the Coronavirus
Communication section. Alhambra
Unified School District and Garvey
School District understand and share the
concerns echoed by families and students.
They are extremely grateful to the L.A.
County Department of Public Health
and the L.A. County Office of Education
for bringing light to an important topic
within the community.
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