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In a season that had the whole city and all ages cheering, Alhambra
High’s Varsity Football Team had its best season record since 1946, the
year it last won a title.

There will be something for everyone at the 29th annual Lunar New Year Festival Feb. 1.

AHS Moors 2019
Lunar New Year Festival to
Varsity Football Team
posts best season usher in Year of the Rat Feb. 1
record in 73 years T
BY BRITNI SOTO MACKINTOSH

I

t was a season for the
books. A season never to
be forgotten and most
definitely to not be disregarded. The 2019 Alhambra
Moors Varsity Football team
brought pride, honor, joy,
excitement, and elation to the
high school, their families,
and the entire city.
It was never one player,
the success of this season
was because of how the team
played together, stuck together,
and fought until the very end
together. Senior Kody Chuang

shared his feelings about the
season, “It's not just our record
that made the season unforgettable but more importantly the
team as a whole as almost all of
the team has been playing with
each other since freshman year.
We've established an unbreakable bond that showed with our
success.” This consistency and
commitment from the players
and coaches are what made this
historic season possible — they
never gave up on themselves or
each other.
Kings Highway Trophy win-

he 29th Alhambra
Chinese New Year Celebration and Carnival
ushering in the Year of the Rat
will be held from 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1. It will
take place on Valley Boulevard
between Almansor and Vega.
People who are born in the 12year cycle of the Chinese zodiac
take up the personalities of the
designated animal, albeit there’s

an imaginary one, the dragon.
Rat ranks first in this cycle and is
believed to be full of spirit, wit,
flexibility, agility, resilience, and
vitality.
The community is invited
to participate in this festival,
sponsored by KAZN AM1300/
KMRB AM1430 and the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce,
of impressive stage shows, great
food, surprise offerings from

diverse vendors, activities, a
petting zoo for children, unique
Chinese cultural immersions, and
close encounters with Chinese
radio KAZN AM1300/KMRB
AM1430 and TV stars from
SINO TV 44.2. There will also
be prancing lion dancers, mind
bending Chinese board games,
on-site calligraphy and brush
paintings, fun activities for kids,
and surprises for the whole family.

>> see AHS MOORS Page 22A
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ALHAMBRA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
104 S. First Street
Alhambra, CA 91801

Alhambra Chamber of Commerce Holiday Mixer host Almansor Court welcomes the Chamber Dec. 18.

Almansor Court hosts Chamber Holiday Mixer

C

hamber Holiday Mixer co-hosts Rotary
Club of Alhambra and San Gabriel Valley
New Gen Rotary greeted over 100 guests.
Guests were asked to bring new, unwrapped toys
for the Alhambra Fire Department’s Spark of
Love toy giveaway.

Helping to greet the guests was the Grinch.
Entertainment was provided by PopRock
Academy, under the direction of Paul Kwo. Two
of PopRock’s groups Mini-PopRockers, featuring
DJ, Mira, Lana, and Naya, and KPop Performance
Troupe with Shanti, Jessica, and Sarah provided
>> see HOLIDAY MIXER Page 8A
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Mayor’s Corner

By Mayor Ross J. Maza
As the 2019 holiday season closes and
we commence a new decade, I hope that
you have been able to enjoy time with family and friends. I wish you all a blessed and
very prosperous 2020. Happy New Year!
The month of December was a busy
one in Alhambra, with so many holiday

events around our city. These events make
this time of the year extra special for our
Alhambra families and build upon our love
for community. These events would not be
possible without the help of so many caring
and involved individuals and of course the
different organizations. The City of Alhambra staff, the Alhambra Police Department,
the Alhambra Fire Department, the West
San Gabriel Valley YMCA, the Alhambra
Unified School District, and of course our
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce. Thank
you all.
The 2019 Holiday Season kicked off
with our annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
on Main Street, although it was cold and
wet, Santa arrived safe and on time via an
Alhambra Fire Truck to the delight of the
many children and their families who came
to see him and take pictures.
Some of the other events that took place
in December were the Rose Parade Court
Luncheon, Story Time with Santa at the Alhambra Police Department, and the Spark
of Love Toy Giveaway held by the Alhambra
Fire Department with the help of so many
local individuals. These are all great events
that give us opportunities to reconnect with
and meet other local residents.

I am proud to say that on Dec. 3, the
City of Alhambra proudly handed keys to
a newly renovated home to an Alhambra
family who purchased it through Alhambra’s First Time Homebuyer Program. This
beautiful home was completely renovated
inside and out and sold for a fraction of
the market value to a qualifying family to
this first time homebuyer program. Great
timing for the holidays. I hope to see other
projects like this be completed in the near
future.
I’d like to congratulate our Alhambra
High School Football Team, the coaches,
staff, and parents for making our city so
proud with such an awesome 2019 season.
Congratulations! We all look forward to
your success again in 2020.
2020 will be a busy year for the Alhambra City Council and Alhambra City staff.
We have a number of items on our strategic
plan 2019-2020 that we would like to
continue moving forward and accomplish.
Many of these items of course take time
as city staff has its day-to-day agenda that
keeps Alhambra running smoothly day
after day.
I encourage you all to get to know
your City Councilmembers and properly

inform yourselves regarding matters that
affect our city. Please know that we are all
committed to being open and accessible to
every resident.
In closing I’d like to invite you all to
keep an eye out for Alhambra’s 92nd Rose
Parade float that will make its way down
Colorado Boulevard Jan. 1. This year’s Rose
Parade theme is “Hope.” I am proud to
say that Alhambra’s 2020 Rose Parade Float
was designed from the concept created by
one of our local fourth-grade students,
Gabriel Gonzales. The design is titled “The
Power of Hope Keeps Us Moving.” Gabriel
will ride on the float Jan. 1 along with the
Alhambra City Council.
This year’s parade will be a little extra
special for our city for a couple of reasons:
the 2020 President of The Tournament
of Roses is Laura Farber, a past Alhambra
resident and proud graduate of Alhambra
High School. Congratulations Mrs. Farber!
Also, the Alhambra float will be led down
Colorado Boulevard by the incredible
AUSD All District Marching Band. If you
have not seen this band, you need to see
them on Jan. 1.
Have a blessed, healthy, and prosperous
2020!

New mayor to lead City of Alhambra
Ross J. Maza was sworn in as the mayor of Alhambra
during the City Council meeting Nov. 25.
Mr. Maza is a real estate broker. He represents the
Second District. Mr. Maza served on the Planning
Commission for six years before being elected to the
City Council in 2018.
The mayor thanked his family and residents for their
love, support, and guidance as he takes on the new
role. He said he is committed to finding solutions to
improve the community, and he will be receptive to
resident ideas and concerns.
“As councilmembers, we’re elected to make tough
decisions on controversial issues,” he said. “I take those
decisions seriously. The decisions I make come from the
heart.”
Mayor Maza is looking forward to making progress
on issues like affordable housing, historical preservation, securing grants, and turning the Shorb Clinic into
a community center.
Fourth District City Councilmember David Mejia

was sworn in as vice mayor. Mr. Mejia is a police
sergeant with the Los Angeles Police Department. He
was elected to the City Council in 2016 and served as
mayor then.
Alhambra City Councilmembers rotate the mayoral
position for a nine-month term. Mr. Maza takes over
the mayor title from Councilmember Adele Andrade-Stadler, who represents the city’s Fifth District.
Ms. Andrade-Stadler reflected on her achievements
and listed some highlights, including completing the
30-year General Plan Update, expanding low-income
housing, and installing electric vehicle charging stations
in the city.
City leaders from San Gabriel and Rosemead, along
with representatives from the offices for Los Angeles
County Supervisor Kathryn Barger, State Sen. Susan
Rubio, and Assemblymember Ed Chau, attended the
reorganization of the City Council ceremony. They presented Ms. Andrade-Stadler, Mr. Maza, and Mr. Mejia
with certificates of recognition and congratulations.

Mayor Ross Maza is sworn in.
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Sticking to New Year’s fitness goals
There is a tradition across the country for people
to begin each year with New Year‘s resolutions. Frequently, folks resolve to get into shape, eat healthy,
and achieve their fitness goals. According to polls
done by the Nielsen Consumer Survey, more than
35% of people had a New Year’s resolution involving personal fitness. Unfortunately, the resolve soon
fades. According to the survey, 75% of those people
also admitted they didn’t follow a fitness program.
To help more people meet their goals, the guiltfree, low-cost gyms of Planet Fitness are offering a
New Year’s guide for achieving fitness goals. Here
are their most helpful tips and sound advice.
First: Go to the nearest PF and ask for a tour.
Never been to a Planet Fitness? Don't be afraid to
ask for help; that's what their staff members are
there for. They want to help but only if it is requested. A quick tour of the facility or even a demo of
some of the machines can be extremely beneficial.
For a deeper understanding of the state-of-the art
fitness machines, sign up for Planet Fitness' free
PE@PF program to become familiarized with the
specialized equipment.
A dedicated Planet Fitness instructor can
provide a demonstration so that people will feel
comfortable with the great PF fitness machines.
Once they know how to use the equipment, their
gym experience will be much less stressful and more
beneficial.
Second: Record fitness goals. Start to record
fitness goals in a notebook or on the new Planet
Fitness app. Use smaller, short-term milestones to

help reach long-term goals. Begin to record and
measure progress on a weekly or monthly basis. If
a workout hasn’t happened in a while, don't worry
about thinking too big. For instance, a short-term
goal might be running three minutes on the treadmill without taking a break. This can help achieve
an ultimate goal of running 10 minutes on the
treadmill.
Recording workouts becomes a map to follow
for ultimate fitness success. Take note of the type of
exercise, duration, repetitions, and sets performed.
Practice recoding them. Improvement will be seen
as one works toward achieving first of the year
resolutions.
Remember: Make fitness fun. Choose exercises
that are enjoyable, which makes sticking to a plan
easier. A plan won't mean anything unless it is
enjoyed.
Finally: Celebrate the small stuff. In order to
maintain motivation and reach personal goals,
make sure to celebrate small accomplishments.
When pushing through an additional minute on
the elliptical, a new personal best has been reached.
Enjoy a well-deserved reward. Achieving fitness
goals can work wonders mentally. Regular exercise
is the doorway to a healthy lifestyle. As always,
please consult with a physician prior to beginning
any exercise program.
For information about joining Planet Fitness,
contact the Alhambra Club at 626-576-8800. All
Planet Fitness clubs are fully staffed 24/7, so they
are always ready to help people get and stay fit.
Trainer Arthur Zozaya creates workout program for member Ailene Sanchez.
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COURTESY OF REPUBLIC SERVICES
There’s no time like the holidays to
kick-start recycling and reuse efforts,
just in time for the New Year. Start
2020 off right by making sure all of
your holiday scraps are properly disposed, reused, or recycled. Not only
will you have a cleaner home, but
we’ll also have a cleaner environment.
Holiday trees
With a holiday tree recycling
program offered by Republic Services,
“undecking” the halls has never been
easier. Once you remove and put away
your ornaments, lights, and garland,
as well as the stand, you can recycle
your real holiday tree at the curb at
no extra charge. These trees will be
chipped and composted, so make sure
your tree is totally bare. Trees will be
accepted at the curb for three weeks
beginning Dec. 26. Trees taller than 6
feet should be cut in half.
After this collection period, you
can cut your tree into pieces and place
the pieces into your yard waste container. Cut the pieces small enough so
the lid will close on your container.
Wrapping paper and boxes
Boxes can be broken down and
recycled. Be sure to remove tissue,
plastic bags, and other packing material. For boxes that held toys like dolls
or action figures, remove and discard
the plastic window and then recycle
the paperboard box.
Wrapping paper is recyclable,
as long as it is not metallic or met-

al-flecked. Brown paper gift bags
are also recyclable, but remove and
discard the handles.
Other gift bags, ribbons, and bows
are not recyclable. If you won’t be
saving them for future use, dispose of
them in the waste container.
Holiday cards
Greeting cards, holiday letters,
and envelopes can also be recycled.
However, there are some exceptions:
no photo paper, no musical greeting
cards, no metallic or foil paper, and no
cards with ribbons, buttons, or other
items attached. Musical greeting cards
have a battery, so they should be recycled with your batteries as hazardous
waste. The other non-recyclable cards
can be put in the trash or kept for use
in arts and crafts projects.
Electronics
Electronics contain chemicals and
metals that can harm the environment when mixed with household
waste. Plus, these metals and other
components can be used to create new
electronics. Sell or donate usable and
unwanted electronics. If no one wants
your old electronic devices or if they
are broken, recycle them. Electronics
are picked up at the curb on Wednesdays from residents by appointment.
To request electronics recycling
services, call Republic Services at 888742-5234 at least 24 hours before the
Wednesday collection.
You can also drop off old electronics at the Los Angeles County House-

hold Hazardous Waste and Electronic
Waste events and permanent facilities.
For dates and locations, visit CleanLA.com.
Bulky items
Large items, such as furniture,
appliances, and rolled rugs, won’t fit
into your curbside containers or our
regular trucks. Plus, these bulk items
usually require two people to lift. If
you live in a single-family home, you
may set out up to four bulk items
per week at no additional cost. Bulk
items are picked up on the same day
as recycling and waste. To request
a bulk-item pickup, call Republic
Services at 888-742-5234 at least 24
hours before your regular collection
day.
If you live in a multi-family
complex, check with your property
manager to find out how to dispose
of large items.
Old toys and clothing
Instead of tossing old toys and
clothes into the trash, donate your
family’s gently used games, dolls, and
other playthings, as well as clothing,
shoes, and household textiles to families who are less fortunate. Many thrift
shops, organizations, and houses of
worship, as well as Goodwill and The
Salvation Army, accept gently used
clothes, books, games, toys, and more.
Donate only items that are clean and
that aren’t missing any pieces or parts.
Remember, broken toys go into your
waste container, not the recycling.

Parks and Recreation: Fun for kids

Winter is almost here, but that is no reason to stay at
home and play video games. Alhambra’s Parks and Recreation Department has planned activities all year long.
The Tiny Eagles Basketball Tournament and Flag Football program ended with league championship games in
November. Now it is the turn of Youth Basketball. These
league games will start in January when the kids return
from the holiday break.
Youth Basketball is for youngsters in third through
eighth grades. Practices will take place after school in
the after-school playground sites during after-school
playground times. Registration for youth basketball ends
Friday, Jan. 17. The fee for this program is $30. Games
will be played at Almansor Park at 800 S. Almansor St.
Transportation will not be provided. See the winter-spring
Leisure Guide for details, or call 626-570-5081 for details.

Flag Football results are as follows:
A Division – seventh and eighth grades:
Champions – Baldwin Cougars
Second place – Northrup Gladiators
Third place – Ramona Mustangs

B Division – third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grades:
Champions – Emery Park Vikings
Second place – Ramona Mustangs
Third place – Fremont Chargers
Tiny Eagles Tournament results:
Third and fourth grades.
First place – Purple Eagles
Coach Efrain
Second
– Green Eagles
Coach Ryann

In the spirit of the holidays, the International Futbol Club (IFC) collected toys from its members of the soccer club. On
Dec. 10, the IFC soccer club attended the Alhambra School District school board meeting and donated the toys from their
toy drive to AUSD Gateway to Success.

To A dver t i s e i n
A r ound A l hambr a
cal l
( 626) 282- 8481
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It’s a new year at the library
Happy New Year to all library patrons
and future patrons. For information and
details about any of the library programs,
see the calendar at the Alhambra Library
website, or call the library at 626-570-5008.
Ongoing programs for children include
Homework Help for students ages 5 – 12.
Students meet with tutors from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.
For students in the fourth through seventh
grades, there is The Middle Grade Makers.
This is a creative program where kids
learn to use their hands to create crafting
projects. They meet from 2:30 to 3:30
p.m. Thursdays. Family Story Time meets
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays. Children aged 9
and younger must be accompanied by an
adult. Programs include stories and other
activities.
For teens there is the Make and Take
Bookmarks event from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 16, where they design and
make their own bookmarks, one to take
home and one to donate to the Little Free
Library. All materials are provided on a
first-come, first-served basis.
For adults there is SKC — Scrapbooking, Knitting, and crocheting, which meets
once a month (Jan. 11) from 3 to 4 p.m.
The Alhambra Page Turners, the local book
club, is reading and discussing the novel

The Queenmaker: A Novel of King David's
Queen by India Edghill. The Page Turners
meet from 7 to 8 p.m. every Tuesday. For
more information about the book club,
contact Lisa Perez at 626-570-5008, ext.
5651.
For all ages there will be a Documentary Lunch screening of Birds of the Gods
about the birds that have been found on
the island of New Guinea. So bring lunch
on Monday, Jan. 6, from noon to 1 p.m.
The second Documentary Lunch will be
at noon Monday, Jan. 13, and feature a
screening of Abacus, the story of a Chinese
immigrant family accused of mortgage
fraud in the aftermath of the 2008 financial
crisis. The third Documentary Lunch will
be at noon Monday, Jan. 27. It will feature
a screening of The Last Rhino, a cautionary
tale about the last male of his sub-species,
the Northern White Rhino. Need more
movies? The Captain Marvel movie will be
screened at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 7, in
Reese Hall.
On Wednesday, Jan. 22, from 4 to 4:30
p.m., there will be one of the informative
half-hour TEDTalks about The Real
Relationship between Your Age and Your
Chances of Success presented by Albert
Laszlo-Barabasi.
The library is located at 101 S. First St.

Members of Soroptimist International Alhambra, San Gabriel, San Marino donate
toys for the Spark of Love Drive at their annual Holiday Party Dec. 18. The toys were
delivered to the Alhambra Fire Department after the party.

ROTARIAN OF THE
MONTH
THE ROTARY CLUB OF ALHAMBRA
What is Rotary?
A fellowship of business, professional, and
Community leaders who:
✤ Provide service to others
✤ Promote Integrity
✤ Advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace

What Do We Do?

Each month, we highlight a Rotarian that
exemplifies our values. Our January
exemplary Rotarian is Janet Lees, Assistant
Superintendent of Educational Services
of the Alhambra Unified School District.

Support our underprivileged community:
Thanksgiving Food Baskets, APD Hygiene Kits for the
Homeless, Holiday Wish List Shopping for Kids

Janet recently chaired the Alhambra Rotary
Adopt A Family project which helped make
the wishes come true for 119 children and
their families during this past Holiday Season.
Janet is truly a selfless individual who is
passionate about education and who is
committed to making a difference in the
lives of children.

Work with local and international non-profits:
Raise Money for Children’s Hospital, Send Crutches to
Africa and Wheelchairs to Mexico, Eradicate Polio

Janet, our club thanks you for being
an inspiration and for embodying our motto
of SERVICE ABOVE SELF.

Support the AUSD: Tim Siu Scholarship, Teacher Mini
Grants, Sponsor High School Service Clubs

Please join us for lunch Tuesdays

For more info reach us at
AlhambraRotaryClub@gmail.com

A home the city purchased and upgraded was recently sold to an Alhambra family, who
qualified through the city’s First Time Homebuyer Program. Mother and son, Chunzhi Zhang
and Yi Pang, received the keys to their home in a celebration event Dec. 3.

City presents Alhambra
family keys to their home

First Time Homebuyer Program helps family achieve home ownership
An Alhambra family received the keys to
their new home Dec. 3 just in time for the
holidays, thanks to the City of Alhambra.
The city purchased and upgraded the
property at 910 Benito Ave. using Community Housing Development Organization
(CHDO) and housing asset funds.
Working with a contractor, the city
improved the property by turning it into a
three-bedroom, two-bathroom home with
an expanded garage.
The home was recently sold to an Al-

hambra family, who qualified through the
city’s First Time Homebuyer Program.
“Our program is designed to help Alhambra residents buy their first home and
achieve the American dream of home ownership,” said Marc Castagnola, director of
the Community Development Department.
Mr. Castagnola and other city leaders
presented the family the keys to their home
during a special celebration event.
Guests were invited to tour the home
after the conclusion of the event.
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The Alhambra Police Department offered a Storytime & Pictures with Santa Claus event
Dec. 14. From left are Cindy Gomez, Valley Vista Services; Police Chief Timothy Vu;
State Sen. Susan Rubio; Santa’s elves Gwynn Gomez, Diego Gomez, and Presley Gomez;
Fire Chief Tom Phelps; and Alhambra Vice Mayor David Mejia. Valley Vista Services
provided the refreshments.
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From left: Firefighter/Paramedic Rod Merino, Firefighter/Paramedic Tolentino, Paul
Wondries, Captain Randall Miranda, Firefighter Glenn Rodriguez, Engineer Vo, Engineer
Mike Martel, and Battalion Chief Mitch Bray.

Firefighters practice in an actual commercial building the important procedures of search and
rescue of civilians or a fallen comrade as well as training in ventilation techniques on the roof
of the building.
Police Chief Timothy Vu talks to kids attending the Police Department’s Storytime and
Pictures with Santa Claus.

The following crimes were reported to the Alhambra Police Department during
October. The areas of occurrence are listed to the nearest block-not exact addresses. By
publishing these reports, it is hoped that Alhambra residents will take the necessary
measures to ensure their individual safety, as well as the safety of their property.
Neighborhood Watch Works! To join Neighborhood Watch, or for more crime
prevention information and safety tips, call the Alhambra Police Department Crime
Prevention Office at 626-570-5177.
District One

Robbery (8)
District Two
800 S. Almansor
Burglary (2)
Burglary (9)
900 N. Monterey
00 E. Linda Vista (X2) 600 E. Valley
1000 S. Cordova
900 E. Arroyo Ter
700 E. Valley Blvd
1000 W. Valley
Theft/Burglary from 1000 S. Valencia
1400 E. Valley (X2)
Vehicle (17)
1100 S. Cordova
700 S. Sierra Vista
00 N. First (X2)
600 W. Ramona
Chapel/Los Higos
00 S. First (X4)
800 W. Ramona
00 S. Chapel
900 W. Ramona
District Three
300 W. Grand (X3)
900 S. Atlantic
200 N. Stoneman
Theft/Burglary from Burglary (1)
100 S. Olive
900 N. Stoneman
Vehicle (18)
Theft/Burglary from
100 E. Main
1700 S. Second
Vehicle (11)
400 E. Main (X3)
2000 S. Third
1300 W. Alhambra
800 E. Main
1800 S. Fifth
2200 W. Commonwealth
Grand Theft Auto (6) 1400 S. Seventh
900 S. Fremont (X2)
00 S. First
300 E. Valley (X2)
100 N. Palm
00 N. First
700 E. Valley Blvd
1800 W. Cedar
00 N. Fifth
1200 E. Valley
100 S. Primrose
100 N. Fifth
600 W. Valley (X2)
200 W. Woodward
800 S. Almansor (X3) 100 S. Raymond
500 S. Marengo
600 E. Main
400 E. Corto (X2)
300 S. Marguerita
Robbery (2)
100 E. Los Higos
900 S. Fremont
200 N. Monterey
1400 S. New
Grand Theft Auto (3)
800 E. Main
1000 S. Vega
Grand Theft Auto (1) Commonwealth/ LA
2200 W. Commonwealth
800 S. Stoneman
Date/Chestnut
Robbery (2)
1800 W. Main
2100 W. Main

District Four
Burglary (1)
2500 W. San Clemente
Theft/Burglary
from Vehicle (4)
1300 S. Palm
1000 S. Benito
1200 S. Edith
1500 S. Curtis
Grand Theft Auto (3)
3200 W. Valley
1700 S. Olive
3100 W. Ramona
Robbery (1)
900 S. Marguerita

Firefighters perform
unique training exercise
Firefighting is a hazardous profession.
The dangers are real, and practice and
rehearsal are vital for safety and success. A
rare gift for simulating real world training
was achieved when Paul Wondries offered
a unique opportunity to Alhambra and
surrounding fire departments.
With the opening of the brand new
Wondries Toyota dealership at 1543 W.
Main St., the old building next door is
slated for demolition. Built in the 1920s,
its pre-earthquake standard construction
is not unlike many older buildings in
Alhambra and nearby cities. Mr. Wondries
turned the building over to the Alhambra
Fire Department for two days of intense
training in real life conditions. South
Pasadena and San Marino firefighters were
invited to participate.
The old building gave firefighters the
opportunity to practice in an actual commercial building the important procedures
of search and rescue of civilians or a fallen
comrade as well as training in ventilation
techniques on the roof of the building.
For the rescue operation, a second floor
room was boarded up and a life size and
weight dummy was placed inside as a
trapped man. The room was pitch dark,
and artificial smoke of the kind used to
simulate fog in movies filled the space. In
the practice drills, as in real life situations,
each member of a fire crew carries a device
that emits loud beeping sounds if he fails to

move for 30 seconds. The beeping sound
helps in locating a downed firefighter. The
dummy was equipped with this device to
aid in finding it.
In the exercise, a small breech was made
in the wall, and a crew of five in full gear,
including breathing mask, helmet, and
oxygen tank weighing 80 pounds in all,
squeezed into the small space to rescue their
fellow firefighter. Each crew had the benefit
of a handheld thermal imaging camera
which can see heat signatures through the
dark and smoke. Locating the trapped
dummy, they pulled it to safety. Different
crews from the three departments rotated
in performing this exercise throughout the
day.
On the roof, meanwhile, several crews
from the three departments took turns
opening ventilation holes in the structure
using chain saws, crow bars, and specialized
tools. Ventilation is an important but dangerous skill because it releases the hot toxic
gasses that build up in a confined space of
a burning or smoldering building. This not
only aids in the rescue of civilians or firefighters but in calming a fire by removing
excess heat and smoke.
Battalion Chief Mitch Bray of the
Alhambra Fire Department expressed
his gratitude to Mr. Wondries for the
opportunity to give his young firefighters
the opportunity to practice their skills in
realistic situations.
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Tax Tips

2020 tax dates to keep in mind
Here’s some information to start off
the New Year.
Jan. 27 – the estimated date the IRS
will start to accept e-filed tax returns.
Jan. 31 – when your employer must
either mail your Form W-2 or have the
form be available to you electronically.
Feb. 15 – the earliest date the IRS
can release refunds that include Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), Additional
Child Tax Credit (ACTC, and/or
refundable portions of the American
Opportunity Credit (AOC). If you’re
not claiming any of these tax credits and
you e-file with direct deposit, nine out
of 10 taxpayers will receive their refund
within 21 days after the IRS receives your
tax return.
March 16 – the filing date for Partnership Income Tax Returns (Form 1065)
and S-Corporation Income Tax returns
(Form 1120S).
April 15 – the filing date for Individual
Income Tax returns (Form 1040), Trusts
(Form 1041), and C-Corporations (Form
1120).
May 15 – the filing date for Tax Exempt Organizations (Form 990).
Sept. 15 – the extension deadline for
Partnerships and S-Corporations.
Oct. 1 – the extension deadline for
Trusts.
Oct. 15 – the extension deadline for
Individual and C-Corporations.
Nov. 15 – the extension deadline for
Tax Exempt Organizations.
I would like to get the readers of my
articles more involved, so if you have any
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The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
thanks these members for renewing their memberships
and for their continued support:
AHMC Healthcare, Inc.
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Building A-9
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-457-7450
Member since 2007

Home of Angels
1000 S. Granada Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-872-2162
Member since 2013

Alhambra Latino Association Knights of Columbus #2431
P.O. Box 1027
P.O. Box 6062
Alhambra, CA 91802
Alhambra, CA 91802
562-843-0770
626-864-4460
Alhambra
Chamber of Commerce
Member since 2008
Member since 2002
104 S. 1st St, Alhambra, CA 91801

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at Alhambra
Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St., Alhambra.
Alhambra Tax Center has served Alhambra
residents since 1970. He can be reached
at 626-282-1084. Tax questions, or
any other questions, can be e-mailed to
michael@alhambrataxcenter.com. To view
previous topics, read his blogs at www.
alhambrataxcenter.com.

tax related questions you would like to
appear in this article, please e-mail them
to michael@alhambrataxcenter.com.
These dates are for a calendar year. If
your entity is based on a fiscal year, please
contact your tax preparer or the IRS for
your due dates.
Wishing you all a happy and prosperous New Year.

Big T Mini Mart
240 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-289-2448
Member since 2015

Maido Stationery & Gifts
150 W. Main St., Unit 110
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-284-8205
Member since 2015

CoKreeate
1019 E. Main St., Unit B
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-313-7885
Member since 2014

Main Street Attraction
644 E. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-289-4393
Member since 2017

Mega Liquor #8
2020 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-7070
Member since 2007
Sichuan Impression
1900 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-283-4622
Member since 2016
State Farm Insurance –
Talbot Insurance Agency
315 S. Primrose Ave.
Monrovia, CA 91016
626-357-3401
Member since 2017
The Fit Factor
38 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-310-7454
Member since 2012

McComputer Consulting, Inc.
Farmers Insurance –
The Shredded Carrot
407 West Valley Blvd. #4
Jeffrey Owen
2428 W. Valley Blvd., Suite D
Alhambra, CA 91803
2540 Huntington Drive #107
Alhambra, CA 91803
818-303-4111
San Marino, CA 91108
626-660-6071
Member since 2005
626-614-9409
Member since 2018
Member since 1991
McCormick’s Pet Emporium
Trieu Dentistry
644 E. Main St.
Healthcare Partners
1005 S. Garfield Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
Medical Group
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-289-4393
55 S. Raymond Ave. #200
626-288-5871
Member since 2017
Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 2014
626-570-8005
Member since 1991

To renew your membership with a credit card, please phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481.

HOLIDAY MIXER From Page 1A

several music numbers. The Marini Brothers also performed.
As a special treat, Chamber Ambassador Cindy Ho sang for the group. For an
encore, Ms. Ho and the Grinch performed a duet.
Magic Wayne, a close-up magician courtesy of Valley Vista Services, performed
magic tricks for the guests.
Food was provided by Almansor Court. Almansor Court, Banquet and Conference Center is located on the Alhambra Golf Course in Alhambra. It hosts events
such as meetings and conferences, weddings and receptions, quinceaneras, banquets,
holiday events, brunch reservations, and much more.

Mixers hosted by:
Feb. 26 Wondries Toyota

Business to Business Networking hosted by:
Feb. 12 CoKreeate
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Saint Therese Carmelite
School to present
open house Jan. 12
On Sunday, Jan. 12,
Saint Therese Carmelite
School (STCS) will hold
an open house at 1106 E.
Alhambra Road, Alhambra.
It will begin shortly after 10
a.m. and run until 3 p.m.
The
program
will
include an address by the
principal, student and
parent testimonials, and
student
performances.
Afterward, attendees will
be able to speak to teachers,
visit classrooms, and explore
the rich school curriculum.
Saint Therese Carmelite
School was founded in
1926 and serves students
in TK through eighth
grade. The school educates
students through the Catholic classical model to equip
them with the logic, critical
thinking, and language
skills necessary to succeed
throughout their lives. As
an alternative to Common
Core, this model is developmentally
appropriate

Talbot Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm Insurance Regina Talbot, Agent, 626-357-3401
Insurance License #: 0G05807

What is homeowners
insurance and what
does it cover?

After investing in your home, it's imSaint Therese Carmelite School educates students through the portant to have it insured properly. What
Catholic classical model to equip them with the logic, critical are all the policy coverages, forms, and
thinking, and language skills necessary to succeed throughout exclusions?
their lives.
Why homeowner’s insurance?
A home is the single biggest investment
most individuals will ever make; it is typiand aims to provide a well-rounded education, including cally the largest asset on the family “balance
classic books, math up to Euclidean geometry, science, sheet.” Also, the contents of a typical
Catholic catechesis, Latin, music, art, and P.E.
home, in the form of furniture, appliances,
Recent graduates of STCS have all been accepted to clothing, family heirlooms, and other
area Catholic high schools. The school, above all, aims to movable personal belongings, represent
form students in faith and virtue.
a substantial additional investment. The
For more information, please visit https://sainttherese- unprotected loss, or partial loss, of a home
and its contents to theft, fire, windstorm,
carmeliteschool.com/ and the school’s Facebook page.
or some other disaster could be financially
devastating.
Further, everyone faces the risk of personal liability. For example, a visitor to the
residence could slip and fall. Such accidents
can result in court decisions awarding large
sums to the injured party for medical
expenses and “pain and suffering.”
Coverage under the policy
Originally, a standard homeowner’s
policy covered only the risk of fire. Today’s
homeowner’s policy provides protection
against a number of the perils of modern
life in a one-package policy. A typical
homeowner’s policy can provide insurance
protection for the following:
• Home: The physical dwelling structure and other structures attached to it.
• Other structures: For example, a
detached
garage, pool house, guesthouse,
The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce hosted a reception for the Academy of Special
green house, or tool shed.
Dreams’ ongoing Inclusive Art Show Nov. 20. The Academy of Special Dreams believes
• Personal property: This covers the
that all persons, regardless of their disabilities, should have equal opportunities to
contents of the home, such as furniture,
express their talents and to be successful in the arts. New artwork will be featured at
appliances, or clothing. Certain types of
the chamber every three months. The public is invited to stop by and view the art.
property may have specific dollar limits.
• Loss of use or additional living expense: If a home is damaged by a covered
peril, loss-of-use coverage helps meet the
costs of hotel bills, apartment or rental
home, eating out, and other living expenses
while the home is being repaired. This policy section can also reimburse a homeowner
for lost income if a room in the home were
rented out. This is sometimes insured on
an actual-loss-sustained basis.
• Personal liability: Provides protection against legal liability for bodily injury
or property damage if a third party is accidentally injured.
• Medical payments: Also known as
guest-medical payments, this section provides coverage if a third party is accidentally
injured and needs medical treatment.
Policy exclusions
The standard homeowner’s policies
specifically
exclude a number of perils from
From left are artist Mike Jaisel; Sharon Gibbs, Alhambra Chamber CEO; artists
coverage.
Policy
coverage of these excluded
Martin Vogel, Edwin Leung, Tom Doyle, and Basilio Alonzo; and Michael Dergar,
perils can generally be added through an
founder and CEO of The Academy of Special Dreams.
endorsement and payment of an additional

premium. Typical policy exclusions might
include the following:
• Ordinance or law: Many homeowner’s policies do not cover losses, or have
limitations, due to a law or ordinance of
the community in which the home is located. For example, if a home is damaged or
destroyed, changes in building codes could
result in additional, uncovered expense
when the home is repaired or rebuilt. Ordinance or law coverage is included in some
package policies, often as a percentage of
the dwelling coverage (10%, 25%, 50%,
etc.). This coverage is required in some
states.
• Earth movement: Excludes loss
caused by events such as earthquake, volcanic eruption, or landslide.
• Water damage: Refers to damage
from water that backs up from sewers or
drains or water seeping through walls.
Many policies contain dollar limits for water damage due to such things as a broken
pipe.
• Flood damage: Refers to damage
from rising water, mudslide, or wave
action.
• Mold exclusion: Due to high claims
activity for losses caused by mold, many insurance companies are excluding coverage
for mold damage.
• Other exclusions: Other specific
exclusions include war, nuclear hazard,
neglect, and intentional loss.
Understand the policy
An insurance policy is a written contract
between the insured and the insurance
company. The protection provided by the
policy typically represents a significant part
of an individual’s overall risk management
program. Thus, it’s important for an
insured individual to read and understand
key policy provisions such as the following.
• What perils are covered in the policy? A basic policy may not provide as much
protection as is necessary.
• What perils are not covered? For an
additional premium, perils or situations
not covered can often be added to a policy.
• What are the limits of coverage? This
refers to the maximum dollar amount the
insurance company will pay in the event of
a covered loss.
• What are the deductible amounts? A
deductible is a dollar amount or percentage
the insured must pay before the insurance
company pays its portion of the loss.
• In the event of a loss, what are the
duties of the insured? A policy will usually
list the steps that must be taken in the event
of a loss.
For more information, contact
State Farm Agent Regina Talbot at
626-357-3401.
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Free photos with Santa were offered at the Tree Lighting Performers from PopRock Academy sing Christmas songs.
Photos by Monina Castillo.
Ceremony.
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Daurden Performing Arts Conservatory takes a bow after
performing The Nutcracker.

Skies clear in time for annual
holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony

Despite on and off rain showers
throughout Friday, Dec. 6, the skies cleared
up just in time for the Tree Lighting Ceremony in Downtown Alhambra, kicking
off another holiday season in style.
Onlookers of all ages cheered on Santa
as he rode in at Edwards Renaissance Plaza
with the Alhambra Fire Department instead of with his reindeer. Festivities commenced at 6 p.m. with a warm welcome
from new Mayor of Alhambra Ross Maza.

Councilmembers Adele Andrade-Stadler,
Katherine Lee, Jeff Maloney, and David
Mejia were also present, as well as Sandra
Armenta Lopez, representing State Sen.
Susan Rubio.
The Christmas tree was lit shortly after
the mayor’s greetings. Patrons enjoyed the
rest of the night’s planned program, which
included free family photo sessions with
Santa, balloon artists, hot coffee, shopping
provided by pop-up vendors, and holi-

day-themed entertainment from PopRock
Academy and the Daurden Performing
Arts Conservatory, who performed The
Nutcracker.
Attendees also enjoyed the local eateries
and stores nearby. Per annual tradition,
there were also toys and gift certificates
donated at the designated deposit boxes for
the Spark of Love Toy Drive, sponsored by
the Alhambra Fire Department.
The Christmas tree and lights brighten the
corner of Main Street and Garfield Avenue.

Alhambra Chamber of Commerce, Alhambra
Tournament of Roses Association Committee host
31st annual Rose Queen and Court Luncheon
BY JEWELYN CO
The 31st annual Rose Queen and
Court Luncheon, hosted by the Alhambra
Chamber of Commerce and the Alhambra
Tournament of Roses Association Committee was held Dec. 3 at Almansor Court.
Luncheon Chairman Steve Perry and
Master of Ceremonies Daniella Guzman,
co-anchor of NBC4 news, introduced
the lovely ladies of the 2020 Tournament
of Roses 102nd Queen and Royal Court:
Cole Fox, senior at South Pasadena High
School; Emilie Risha, senior at Flintridge
Sacred Heart Academy; Rukan Saif, senior
at Arcadia High School; Reese Rosental
Saporito, senior at Marshall Fundamental
School; Mia Thorsen, senior at Marshall
Fundamental School; Michael Wilkins,
senior at Maranatha High School; and
Queen Camille Kennedy, a senior at La
Salle College Preparatory.
The princesses were escorted by David
Mejia, Alhambra vice mayor; Jeff Maloney,
Alhambra councilmember; Evike Chang,
past president of the Alhambra Chamber
of Commerce; Christopher Balmaseda, Alhambra Chamber of Commerce executive
board; Kevin Houser, The Ratkovich senior
property manager; and Edgar Garcia-Mora,
president of the Rotary Club of Alhambra.
The queen was escorted by Alhambra Mayor Ross Maza.

Mayor Ross Maza escorts Rose Queen Camille
Kennedy.

The 2020 Royal Court, from left: Princesses Rukan Saif, Mia Thorsen, and Emilie Risha; Rose
Queen Camille Kennedy; Master of Ceremonies Daniella Guzman, co-anchor of NBC4 news;
and Princesses Reese Rosental Saporito, Michael Wilkins, and Cole Fox.

The event was attended by sponsors,
special guests, city and community leaders,
and supporting patrons. Table sponsors
were joined for lunch by the queen and
the royal court as table guests. The program included speeches delivered by the
royal court and the queen, and there was
a questions and answers segment for the
queen. Queen Camille was asked what
she would do to change the country if she
were elected president of the United States
“We have become individualized, and we

lack the real strong sense of community
that makes it hard to be unified because
we are so divided in so many aspects of
our world,” she said. “The most important
thing I would endeavor to change for the
better is to find better balance and create a
more unified community.”
Proceeds from the luncheon helped
fund Alhambra’s 92nd Rose Parade float,
“The Power of Hope.” The 2020 float
theme celebrates the influence of optimism
and hope; with hope, anything, in fact,

everything is possible. The Alhambra Unified School District Marching Band will
proudly march with the float. The Tournament of Roses has produced America’s
New Year Celebration since 1890, and for
nearly 130 years has brought the traditions
of the Rose Parade and the Rose Bowl
Game to Pasadena and the world. Learn
more about the Tournament of Roses
Parade, Rose Queen, and Royal court at
www.tournamentofroses.com.
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AIL STORES

inued

ry World
2 E. Main Street
ambra , CA 91801
) 289-5962

hbliss Swimwear & Apparel
W. Main St.
ambra , CA 91801
) 695-1229

dcrafted Model Ships
1 W. Valley Blvd.
ambra , CA 91803
) 299-7330

o Stationery & Gifts
E. Main St., Unit 110
ambra , CA 91801
) 284-8205

e Depot
0 W. Valley Blvd.
ambra , CA 91803
) 943-0900

na Brewing Company
uth First Street
ambra , CA 91801
) 282-2337

et
0 W. Main St.
ambra , CA 91801
) 308-3290

Home Goods on Main
E. Main st.
ambra , CA 91801
) 741-5277

Moly
S. First Street
ambra , CA 91801
) 644-0293

IREMENT/
NVALESCENT HOMES

rton Baptist Homes
S. Atlantic Blvd.
ambra , CA 91801
) 289-4178

kdale Alhambra
Commonwealth Ave.
ambra , CA 91801
) 289-3871

e Manor
. Third Street
ambra , CA 91801
) 458-1505

ornia Mission Inn
7 Mission Drive
emead , CA 91770
) 287-0438

ncy Park Senior Living
S. Los Robles Ave., Suite 480
adena , CA 91101
) 773-8800

l Vista San Gabriel
W. Santa Anita Street
Gabriel , CA 91776
) 289-8889

y View Care Center
8 S. Marengo Ave.
ambra , CA 91803
) 576-1032

ES PROMOTION

anced Promotional Products
8 W. Main Street
ambra , CA 91801
) 282-7001

HOOLS
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dent Liability Institute
Box 3142
ambra , CA 91801
) 279-2750

All Souls World Language
Catholic School
29 S. Electric Avenue
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 282-5695

STORAGE FACILITIES

American College of Commerce
& Technology
1000 S. Fremont Ave., Bldg. A10
Suite 10425
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 766-1420

U.S. Storage Centers - Alhambra
2500 W. Hellman Ave.
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 872-6922

Bell Tower School
3116 W. Main St.
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 943-9970
California Institute of Advanced Mgt.
9550 Flair Dr. #201
El Monte , CA 91731
(626) 350-1500
East Los Angeles College
1301 Avenida Cesar Chavez
Monterey Park , CA 91754
(323) 265-8663
Little Sunshine Preschool
2401 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 741-5100
Oneonta Montessori School
2221 Poplar Blvd.
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 284-0840
Options For Learning-State Preschool
18455 Railroad St.
City of Industry , CA 91748
(626) 854-3449
Platt College
1000 S. Fremont Ave.
Building A10
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 300-5444
Ramona Convent Secondary School
1701 W. Ramona Road
Alhambra , CA 91803-3099
(626) 282-4151
St. Thomas More School
2510 S. Fremont Avenue
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 284-5778
University of the West
1409 Walnut Grove Ave.
Rosemead , CA 91770
(626) 571-8811

THEATRES

A-1 Self Storage
2300 Poplar Blvd.
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 999-3566

TAX SERVICE

Edwards Alhambra Renaissance
Stadium 14 & IMAX
1 E. Main St.
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 300-8312
San Gabriel Valley Music Theatre
320 S. Mission Dr.
San Gabriel , CA 91776
(626) 272-2460

TOWING

Alhambra Tax Center
1009 E. Main Street
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 282-1084

Al’s Towing
905 S. Westminster Avenue
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 289-7277

Exact Tax
1024 E. Garvey Ave.
Monterey Park , CA 91755
(626) 573-0788

TOY STORES

H & R Block - Commonwealth
2595 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 407-0700
H & R Block - W. Valley location
945 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 289-4187
H & R Block -Alhambra Courtyard
349 E. Main Street, Suite #102
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 570-0213
TJ’s Financial & Income Tax
1338 W. Main St.
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 320-9611

Toy-Zilla
201 E. Bay State Street
Alhambra , CA 91801
(213) 925-9918

TROPHIES & AWARDS
Awards by Champion
P.O. Box 6944
Rosemead , CA 91770
(626) 287-2171

Vina Engraving & Live Scan
Fingerprinting
1025 E. Las Tunas Drive
San Gabriel , CA 91776
(626) 287-0778

TUTORING

Club Z! In-Home Tutoring Services
112 E. Alhambra Rd., #14
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 219-7505

TELEPHONE SERVICES

AT&T, Inc.
2250 E. Imperial Hwy, 5th Fl.
Suite 538G
El Segundo , CA 90245
(800) 288-2020

Spark After School Academy
2168 S. Atlantic Blvd. #222
Monterey Park , CA 91754
(626) 232-7606

UTILITIES/WASTE
MANAGEMENT

San Gabriel Valley Water District
P.O. Box 1299
Azusa , CA 91702
(626) 969-7911
So. California Edison Co.
1000 E. Potrero Grande Dr.
Monterey Park , CA 91754
(323) 720-5213
So. California Gas Company
11912-B Valley Blvd.
El Monte , CA 91732
(800) 427-2200

VENDING MACHINES
Tri-Star Vending
507 S. Palm Avenue
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 282-5044

VETERINARIANS

Alhambra Veterinary Hospital
1501 W. Mission Road
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 289-9227
VCA Mission Animal Hospital
25 W. Mission Rd.
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 289-3643
West Main Animal Hospital
2216 W. Main Street
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 282-2179

WELLNESS & HEALTH
J & N’s Formula to Wellness
7 N. 4th Street,
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 616-0669

WINDOW TINTING
G5 Alhambra
2207 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra , CA 91803
(626) 282-0010

Allied Waste/Republic Services
9200 Glenoaks Blvd.
Sun Valley , CA 91352
(818) 974-5136

Alhambra is
Rich
in Restaurants
Alhambra is Rich in Restaurants

SECURITY

Diversified Alarm Service, Inc.
1001 Monterey Pass Road
Monterey Park , CA 91754
(323) 980-9528

SHIPPING & MAILING
SERVICES
The UPS Store
560 W. Main St., Suite C
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 284-8298

SHOPPING CENTERS

Alhambra Valley Properties #1
11812 San Vicente Blvd. #500
Los Angeles , CA 90049-5081
(310) 471-4300

SIGNS

Special Signs, Inc.
115 N. San Gabriel Blvd.
San Gabriel , CA 91775
(626) 285-8870

SKIN CARE

CM Clinical Skin Care
242 E. Main St.
Alhambra , CA 91801
(626) 281-3343

SPAS

Dine Out Tonight and Enjoy Yourself

01/2020

COMMUNITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

15A

Longtime
Alhambra resident
Lorelei Gilliam passes

Lorelei Gilliam
1934 – 2019

Lorelei Gilliam, wife of the late Ralph
Gilliam, passed away Nov. 30. Born in
Hollywood, she spent a lot of her youth
with family in Alhambra before moving
here over 60 years ago. Her late uncles
Will and Jerome Forbes were longtime
respected businessmen in the Downtown
area of Alhambra.

She had a beautiful smile and was well
liked by everyone she came in contact
with. She was always a positive person
even though she was saddled in a wheel
chair for over 30 years.
She and Ralph raised their family in
the Bean Tract.
She was always a very giving person
and donated to the Chamber of Commerce Improvement Drive, sponsoring
the entrance lobby. She was honored by
the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce,
being awarded the “Past Presidents
Award” at the annual Installation Dinner.
She also donated to the YMCA and the
Alhambra Library in conjunction with
the Alhambra Rotary Club.
She leaves behind her daughter Virginia (Bill) from St. Peters Missouri, son
Richard (Josielyn) from Las Vegas, and
daughter Laura (Robert) from Alhambra,
along with five grandchildren and one
great granddaughter.
Some of her last words to the family
were “Be Happy.”
A private funeral was held, and she
was laid to rest with her husband at
Riverside National Cemetery.
A celebration of life is planned for
11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29, at the Rose
Hills Mortuary Chapel, formerly Turner
& Stevens, at 550 E. Main St., Alhambra.

Boy Scouts Vancent Troung and Scott Situ, both working toward their Eagle Scout Badge,
together with members of their Scout Troop No. 301, recently pitched in to help paint and
repair the cabins at the YMCA of WSGV’s Camp Ta Ta Pochon. From left: Boy Scouts
Matthew Wong, Tyler Maenaga, and Larry Kang are joined by their Scout leaders Brandon
Su and Ray Wong.

Boy Scouts pitch in with
labor of love cabin repairs at
YMCA’s Camp Ta Ta Pochon
Vancent Troung and Scott Situ are local
Boy Scouts working toward their Eagle
Scout badges. Their offer to help repair
and paint the YMCA of West San Gabriel
Valley’s beloved century-old Camp Ta Ta
Pochon cabins is a gift to the community.
The Alhambra Educational Foundation
sponsored and identified the Eagle Scout
Project at Camp Ta Ta Pochon. Armed
with tools, lumber, paint cans, and ladders,
Vancent and Scott, joined by troop leaders
Brandon Su and Ray Wong and members
of Troop No. 301, spent a recent weekend
in the San Bernardino National Forest
working together.
Their efforts helped to make the cabins

ready for the Alhambra Unified fifth graders, who will spend two days there as part
of the S’More Science Outdoor Learning
Camp in spring of 2020, which is a joint
partnership project of AUSD, Alhambra
Educational Foundation, and YMCA of
West San Gabriel Valley.
“What a model of service to the community Vancent and Scott and Boy Scout
Troop 301 are to our campers and to the
San Gabriel Valley in dedicating their time
and efforts to repair Camp Ta Ta Pochon
cabins,” said YMCA CEO Valarie Gomez.
“We are grateful for their labor of love
contribution, which embodies the spirit of
the YMCA of WSGV.”

Assemblymember Chau honors leaders
who make a difference at holiday toy drive
On Dec. 19, Assemblymember Ed
Chau (D-Monterey Park) honored nine
outstanding individuals and organizations
with the “Make a Difference Award” for
their dedication and commitment to
improving the quality of life for residents
in the community. The award ceremony
took place during the Assemblymember’s
annual “Holiday Toy Drive” in the City of
San Gabriel.
“I commend these outstanding
role-models,” said Mr. Chau. “These individuals and organizations have dedicated
themselves to serving others and are actively
involved in local community affairs. Their
professional and personal dedication to
issues, such as support for our military
personnel, education, gun-safety, public
health, and local community causes is
inspirational and should be recognized by
all of us.”
The 2019 award recipients included
Chinese-American Military Support
(CAMS), a Chinese-American support
group for military personnel; Dawn Tarin,
local educator and volunteer in Temple
City; Theresa Amador, board member for “I am extremely grateful for the generosity demonstrated by constituents who donated toys that will
the Monterey Park Library Foundation bring smiles to many children during this season,” said Assemblymember Ed Chau.

and local volunteer in Monterey Park;
The International Youth Tobacco Control
(IYTC), an organization that works to
prevent teenage smoking; the El Monte
Women’s Club, a 115-year organization
that promotes cultural and philanthropic
work in El Monte; Harry Baldwin, lifelong public servant; Jose Sanchez, Local
Alhambra High School teacher and grassroots activist; Jaime Lee, local volunteer in
Arcadia; and Vivian Chan, youth wellness
and arts activist.
Family, friends, and neighbors also met
with the Assemblymember during the
Holiday Toy Drive to discuss legislative
issues, services, and resources offered by the
district office and to celebrate the holiday
season. All toys collected went to non-profit
organizations for distribution to families in
need within the 49th District.
“In the spirit of the holidays, it is a
pleasure to bring together various communities in my district to celebrate,” Mr.
Chau said. “Given these tumultuous times,
I am extremely grateful for the generosity
demonstrated by constituents who donated
toys that will bring smiles to many children
during this season.”
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CERT members sharpen skills
The Alhambra Fire Department
recently conducted its annual fall
CERT refresher training. CERT
is the Alhambra Fire Department
Community Emergency Response
Team, a community-based program developed to help residents
of the city prepare for disasters and
to assist in response within the City
of Alhambra following a major
earthquake or local disaster. The refresher exercise was an opportunity
for over 20 of the members of the
Alhambra CERT program to come
together and practice the skills
they learned in the initial CERT
training class.
The class consisted of hands-on
exercises conducted at the Alhambra Fire Department Training
Facility where many scenarios were

CERT training is a comprehensive
21-hour training class designed to
train individuals in disaster preparedness, utility control, light search and
rescue, first aid, and fire suppression.
The classes are completed in threehour increments over a six-week period. The hands-on training prepares
the CERT team members with the
skills and ability to help themselves,
family members, and neighbors.
The next CERT training, free of
charge, begins March 3 for residents
of Alhambra. The training will be
Over 20 of the members of the Alhambra CERT program got to practice the skills they learned in the initial from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Tuesdays for six consecutive weeks at the
CERT training class at the annual refresher training.
Alhambra Fire Training Facility, 911
S. New Ave.
given to the CERT participants. The scenarios conduct light search and rescue operations, live
To register, please contact the
were set up in six different locations throughout fire extinguishment, heavy object lifting with Alhambra Fire Department CERT
the training facility where CERTs were able to hand tools, and patient triage and treatment.
Recruitment at cert@alhambrafire.org.

Soroptimist’s Great Gatsby Gala raises funds for programs
BY JULIE CARLSON
More than 260 people attended
the Soroptimist Alhambra, San
Gabriel, San Marino Club’s annual
fundraiser, themed the Great Gatsby
Gala, Nov. 16. The Gala raised funds
for Soroptimist’s two main programs
— Live Your Dream and Dream It Be
It, which work to improve the lives of
women and girls in the community.
The event took place at the
beautiful Sheraton Los Angeles-San
Gabriel in the Grand Imperial
Ballroom in San Gabriel. Everyone
came decked out in their finest attire,
including many attendees in themed
apparel as gorgeous flappers and
dapper gangsters.
Master of Ceremonies Leyna
The Soroptimist Alhambra, San Gabriel, San Marino Club holds its Great Gatsby Gala,
Nguyen,
three-time
Emmy
which helps fund the club’s two main programs.
Award-winning journalist, provided
humor and flair to the event. Special guest
U.S. Rep. Judy Chu (D, District 27), a
longtime member of the club, spoke about
the importance of Soroptimist and giving to
a worthy cause.
The event also featured ballroom dancing by professional teachers and students.
Instructors teach at various studios in the
Los Angeles area and the San Gabriel Valley.
Performances included a Latin mix
dance with young sisters Audrey and
Pricilla Ly; a Viennese waltz with Irene

Chan and instructor Stefan Virlan; a foxtrot
with homemaker Jennifer Leung and Mr.
Virlan; and a Latin show dance with Paul
and Millie Cao (an engineer and auditor)
featuring instructors Maksym Kapitanchuk
and Elena Krifuks.
Soroptimist member Sophia Tsoi wowed
the crowd with her sexy rumba with instructor Mr. Virlan. Ms. Tsoi joined fellow
Soroptimist member Josephine Yang and
other students for a rousing performance of
the Charleston, which was choreographed
by Mr. Virlan.
Mr. Virlan is a professional dancer
from Moldova. Mr. Kapitanchuk and Mr.
Krifuks are both professional dancers,
choreographers, actors/models, and dancer
teachers. They have their own company M
& E Dance.
During the event, live auction items were
announced: two round trip plane tickets to
Rome or Paris, a pair of L.A. Lakers tickets,
a painting by Andrew Warden, a one-night
stay with breakfast for two at the Sheraton,
and a 2019-2020 L.A. Clippers Team autographed cap with certificate of authenticity.
There were also wonderful items for bid at
the Silent Auction item tables, as well as
raffle prizes.
Plans are in the works for the November
2020 Gala. For more information, or to become a member of Soroptimist, visit www.
SiAlhambra.org.

Here is a Great Opportunity
to Support us in our Quest
to Serve our Community
DONATE YOUR

EXTRA CAR OR TRUCK
(Motor Homes, Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles or Scooters)
Help Us Help Our YMCA
Paul Wondries Automotive Toyota, Ford, Acura, KIA will take care of all the
paper work! Including selling your car or truck and give the WSGV YMCA
100% of the proceeds.
Unlike all other vehicle donation programs, we have arranged for you to
donate your car or truck and we, your WSGV YMCA, will receive 100% of
all money realized from its sale.
This is a great way to continue supporting our YMCA and, at the same
time, get rid of that extra car or truck that is costing you insurance, license
fees and usually poor gas mileage. Also, just think, you no longer have to
spend money on repairs!
How great is this! Your donation changes lives within our communities of
San Gabriel Valley.

Contact the YMCA or Valarie Gomez, CEO for more information
(626) 576-0226 • val.ymca@gmail.com
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Woman’s Club to meet Jan. 8

The Alhambra Woman's Club invites
the community to start the New Year by
joining the club at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan.
8, at Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor St.,
Alhambra.
Entertainment will be provided by

Two's Company, an acoustic duo that
includes vocals, guitar, and keyboard.
The price of the luncheon is $20 for
members and $25 for non-members.
Please phone 626 289-9307 to make a
reservation by Jan. 6.

11 Critical Home
Inspection Traps to be
Aware of Weeks Before
Listing Your Home for Sale
Alhambra - According to industry experts, there are over 33 physical problems
that will come under scrutiny during a
home inspection when your home is for
sale. A new report has been prepared which
identifies the eleven most common of these
problems, and what you should know
about them before you list your home for
sale.
Whether you own an old home or a
brand new one, there are a number of
things that can fall short of requirements
during a home inspection. If not identified
and dealt with, any of these 11 items could
cost you dearly in terms of repair. That's
why it's critical that you read this report
before you list your home. If you wait until
the building inspector flags these issues for
you, you will almost certainly experience
costly delays in the close of your home sale
or, worse, turn prospective buyers away

altogether. In most cases, you can make a
reasonable pre-inspection yourself if you
know what you're looking for, and knowing what you're looking for can help you
prevent little problems from growing into
costly and unmanageable ones.
To help homesellers deal with this issue
before their homes are listed, a free report
entitled "11 Things You Need to Know to
Pass Your Home Inspection" has been compiled which explains the issues involved. To
order a FREE Special Report, call toll-free
1-888-300-4632 and enter 1003. You can
call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report NOW to learn
how to ensure a home inspection doesn't
cost you the sale of your home.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real Estate Broker Lic# 01820322.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2012

2020 San Gabriel Valley Water Forum scheduled
New for 2020: West San Gabriel Valley location and spring scheduling

The San Gabriel Valley Water Forum, an
educational water symposium that engages
stakeholders on water policy, resource planning, and solutions to the valley’s unique
water opportunities and challenges, will be
held from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Thursday,
April 16, at the San Gabriel Hilton Hotel,
225 W. Valley Blvd., San Gabriel. The
forum will showcase the work of local
water agencies in meeting the region’s water
demands, with expert speakers detailing
local water supply and meteorological conditions, retail trends, and innovations that
will enhance water reliability. A keynote
panel will discuss “Working Together to
Bring Our Water Future into Focus.”
The forum was created in 2012. This
sixth meeting includes two significant
changes. First, the forum will be held at
a new location to engage stakeholders
from the west portion of the San Gabriel
Valley. Second, the forum will be held in
the spring closer to the end of the rain
and snow season, Earth Day, and May/
Water Awareness Month. This timing will
allow participants to consider water supply,
demand, and conservation prior to the hot,
dry summer and fall weather.
The goal of the 2020 San Gabriel
Valley Water Forum is to review historic
accomplishments throughout the valley
and discuss how those experiences, coupled
with new programs, technology, partnerships, and innovation, will serve as the
foundation for the water future.

The forum is presented by the leading
water agencies in the San Gabriel Valley:
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water
District, San Gabriel Basin Water Quality
Authority, Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster, Three Valleys Municipal Water
District, and Upper San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District. NBC4 returns as
the media partner and sponsor.

The forum is designed to include diverse
stakeholders. Attendees include federal,
state, city, and county elected officials
and staff, public works and water utility
officials, school board members and school
district staff, high school and college faculty
and students, water agency representatives,
businesses, media, and environmental and
community leaders. Attendance has ranged

between 225 and 325 guests. Regular
updates about the forum’s topics and guest
speakers will be posted on the forum’s website: www.sgvwaterforum.com. Tickets may
be reserved in early 2020, and sponsorships
are available.
For information, please contact Dave
DePinto at 310-502-7928 or ddepinto@
depintomorales.com.
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To inquire about
these
adoptable
animals, contact the
San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society at
626-286-1159, or visit
at 851 E. Grand Ave.,
San Gabriel. Adoption
hours are 10:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday. The
shelter is closed on
Mondays. Directions
and photos of many
more dogs and cats
can be found online at
www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee
for cats is $99, which
includes spay/neuter,
vaccinations, de-worming,
FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 $145 dog adoption fee
includes
microchip,
vaccinations,
spay/
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neuter surgery, and
de-worming, as well as
a free health check-up
at a participating vet
(some breeds slightly
higher).
Tito
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same
Chihuahua mix • Adult • Male •
time for a reduced fee.
Small
The Senior for
Senior Program offers Tito is an 8-year-old Chihuahua mix senior
boy with a calm and sweet personality.
pets for $39 each.
The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.

He enjoys taking gentle strolls to the park.
He smiles and sniffs the grass and seems to
have a good time. Tito would make a lovely
companion to an older person or couple with
a relaxed life style. Tito is a bit shy when
someone first meets him. Once he gets to
know the person, he warms up with a sweet
smile and that person becomes the best friend
he wants to be near and close to. Tito is not
demanding, but he would appreciate a loving
home where he can live out his senior years in
comfort. If looking for a gentle soul to share
life with, come and meet sweet Tito. His
adoption fee is $130, which includes neuter
surgery, microchip, first vaccinations, and
a free wellness check-up at a participating
veterinarian.
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Chuvasco
Potion
Domestic long hair mix • Adult •
Female • Large
One doesn’t need a love potion to fall in love
with Potion. Potion is an 8-year-old black and
white beauty who is looking for a forever family
to share her love with, and she has lots of love
to give! Potion especially enjoys being pet, and
she'll happily meow in approval. This longhaired girly girl also enjoys being brushed, eating
treats, or just helping her person stay warm by
taking a cozy nap beside them. Potion will do
well in a single-cat household where she can
be comfortable giving her person all the fluffy
love and affection she has to offer. Please come
meet Potion and allow her to charm her way
into both heart and home. Her adoption fee
is $99, which includes spay surgery, microchip,
first vaccinations, and a free wellness check-up
at a participating veterinarian.

American Staffordshire terrier mix •
Adult • Male • Large
Chuvasco is a very handsome 6-year-old
American Staffordshire terrier mix with a
stunning white and brindle coat. Weighing
about 73 pounds, this strong pup is actually
all about nice strolls in the park, rolling over
on the grass, squeaking toys, and soaking up all
the sun and love he can get from people. This
special dog can be a great companion for chillin’
at home or jogging at the park. Not much
is known from his past but what is known
is that he is very smart (learns commands
quickly). See him in action at https://youtu.
be/7uJpwyYM88I. Chuvasco is a very cuddly
and loving pooch who deserves a forever
loving family of his own. If you’re that special
family that can give this handsome pooch all
the love and care he’s looking for, please come
meet Chuvasco! His adoption fee is $145,
which includes neuter surgery, microchip, first
vaccinations, and a free wellness check-up at a
participating veterinarian.

			

Community Calendar of Events

JANUARY

Jan. 14 – Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Jan. 27 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.

February

Jan. 8 – Wednesday
Transportation Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Jan. 15 – Wednesday
• Lunch & Learn
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
“Smart funding – Los Angeles County
Business Loan”
Speaker: Chris Lopez, development specialist
Community & Economic Development
Los Angeles County Development Authority
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St. 91801
• Arts & Cultural Events Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Jan. 9 – Thursday
SCORE counselor appointments available
10 a.m. to noon
Phone the chamber at 626-282-8481

Jan. 21 – Tuesday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.

Jan. 13 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.

Jan. 22 – Wednesday
Chamber Mixer
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
American Legion Post 139
24 N. Stoneman Ave.
Alhambra 91801

Jan. 2 – Thursday
Parks and Recreation Commission
Story Park, 210 N. Chapel Ave.
7 p.m.
Jan. 6 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
Jan. 7 – Tuesday
HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Jan. 28 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.

Feb. 3 – Monday
Planning Commission
7 p.m., City Hall, council chambers
111 S. First St.
Feb. 4 – Tuesday
• HCDA Citizens Advisory Committee
7 p.m. - City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Feb. 6 – Thursday
• SCORE counselor appointments available
10 a.m. to noon
Call the Chamber at 626-282-8481
• Parks and Recreation Commission
7 p.m., Joslyn Center, Story Park
210 N. Chapel Ave.
Feb. 10 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.

Feb. 11 – Tuesday
• Library Board of Trustees
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Youth Commission
6 p.m., library boardroom, 101 S. First St.
• Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Feb. 12 – Wednesday
Business to Business networking event
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Hosted by CoKreeate
1019 E. Main St., Unit B
Alhambra 91801
Feb. 19 – Wednesday
Arts & Cultural Events Committee
7 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Feb. 24 – Monday
City Council, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 111 S. First St.
Feb. 25 – Tuesday
Design Review Board
7:30 p.m., City Hall, conference room
111 S. First St.
Feb. 26 – Wednesday
Chamber Mixer
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Hosted by Wondries Toyota
1543 W. Main St.
Alhambra 91801

Alhambra Service Clubs and Organizations
Tuesday: The Kiwanis Club of Alhambra meets at 6 p.m. the first and third Tuesdays of each month at Denny’s Restaurant, 369 W. Main St., Alhambra. The Rotary Club meets at noon
every Tuesday at Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor St. The Soroptimist Club meets at noon the first and third Tuesday of the month at the San Gabriel Hilton, 225 W. Valley Blvd, San
Gabriel 91776.
Wednesday: The Alhambra Historical Society presents its program meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of January, March, May, September and before or after Thanksgiving
in November at the Masonic Center, 9 W. Woodward Ave. Toastmasters meets from 6:45 p.m. to 9 p.m. on the first and third Wednesdays each month at the Colonial Kitchen Restaurant,
1110 Huntington Drive, San Marino.
Thursday: American Legion Post 139 meets at 7 p.m. on the first Thursday each month at the Legion Hall, 24 N. Stoneman Ave., Alhambra. San Gabriel Valley New Generation Rotary
Club meets from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. every Thursday at the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce, 104 S. First St.
The Alhambra Woman’s Club meets monthly. Phone 626-289-9307 for information.
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History-making first:
Six AUSD schools win
2020 CA Distinguished
School Award
For Alhambra Unified, Christmas
arrived early. State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tony
Thurmond
announced Dec. 18 the 323
elementary schools being
honored under the 2020
California Distinguished
Schools Award Program.
Six Alhambra USD elementary schools — all that
were eligible to apply — won the
prestigious designation, the most ever in a
single year in district history.
Martha Baldwin, Brightwood, Monterey Highlands, Ramona, Repetto, and
Park elementary schools won the 2020 CA
Distinguished School award for closing the
achievement gap and for achieving exceptional student performance.
“These outstanding schools don’t just
educate students, they also provide the
young people of California the tools they
need to be successful after graduation,” Mr.
Thurmond said. “Thanks go to all the staff
at these schools — teachers, administrators,
classified employees — and parents, who
are working together to provide high-quality educational experiences for all of their
students.”

Distinguished School awardees
represent examples of not just
excellent teaching, learning,
and collaboration, but also
highly successful school
climate efforts ranging
from real-time conflict
resolution to positive
behavior intervention.
“We are so proud of our
history-making six 2020 CA
Distinguished School elementary
school winners,” said AUSD Superintendent Denise Jaramillo. “Awards like these
are always won by inspiring partnership
efforts of the whole community at each
school. At AUSD, we believe every employee is an educator, and parent involvement
supercharges student learning.”
A component of the California School
Recognition Program, the Distinguished
Schools program recognizes schools based
on performance and progress on the state
indicators as specified on the California
School Dashboard. Indicators include test
scores, suspension rates, and conditions and
climate. Elementary schools and middle
and high schools are recognized in alternate
years; therefore, awardees hold the title for
two years.

It was decided the 107-year residency of the Dominican sisters at San Gabriel Mission was to come
to an end in December of 2019 and other uses found for the convent. From left are parishioner
Sybil Brown with two of the departing nuns, Sister Georgette and Sister Laurence Marie.

An era ends at
San Gabriel Mission

The oldest institution in the Alhambra
area is, without question, the San Gabriel
Mission. Founded in 1771, the mission is
older than the United States itself. It can
measure events and programs in decades
and even centuries. Sadly, in December
a century old relationship at the mission
came to an end.
In September of 1912, representatives of
the Dominican sisters of Mission San Jose
arrived in San Gabriel to found an elementary school at the mission. Their number of
participating sisters grew over the decades,
and a convent was built to house them as
they taught and administered the school.
In the mid ‘40s, a high school was opened
as well.
But times change, and today fewer
young women feel called to enter religious
life. The number of active sisters has
declined until now there are four left in
a convent built to house seven times that
number. So it was decided the 107-year
residency of the Dominican sisters at San

Gabriel Mission was to come to an end in
December of 2019 and other uses found
for the convent.
The remaining sisters have been reassigned to other parishes. Sister Laurence
Marie Diaz said she will return to St. Catherine's Academy in Anaheim, where she
had served prior to coming to San Gabriel.
To mark the end of the century-long
tenure of the sisters at San Gabriel Mission,
a Mass of Thanksgiving was offered Dec.
7. It was a solemn occasion of the end of
an era but a real appreciation for all that
the sisters had done for the mission and the
parish. Mass was presided over by Bishop
David O’Connell and attended by Dominican sisters from throughout Southern
California as well as a parish congregation
with fond memories of growing up in the
mission schools and being instructed by
the Dominicans. The Mass, attended by
more than 200 worshipers, was followed
by a reception in honor of the departing
sisters.

Notary services

are available at the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
Firefighters give out toys Dec. 21 for the 27th annual Spark of Love Toy Drive. The
Alhambra Fire Dept., the Alhambra Firefighters Assoc., Alhambra Police Dept., the
City of Alhambra, AUSD, YMCA of West SGV, Alhambra Masonic Lodge, Rotary
Club of Alhambra, Alhambra Kiwanis, Sprouts-Alhambra Main location, So Cal
Gas, Petsmart, Costco, Tzu Chi Foundation, Emcore Corp, and Big 5 partnered
with ABC7 and Southern California firefighters to collect new, unwrapped toys and
sports equipment for less fortunate kids.

104 S. First St.
Please phone 626-282-8481
for an appointment.

Ramona Elementary School parent Matthew Franco and his son Rocco were honored
Dec. 10 by the AUSD Board for paying all the unpaid lunch balances for the year
for Ramona students. Mr. Franco said he made a commitment to give back — and
teach his son to help others in need of a helping hand — after he was able to recover
from an accident that left him paralyzed. From left are AUSD Superintendent Denise
Jaramillo, Ramona Elementary Principal Debbie Kotani, Mr. Franco, and Rocco.
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AUSD Dual Immersion Alhambra Unified School District
Spanish, Mandarin
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT OUR
MANDARIN DUAL LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAM
jumpstart global future
for kindergarteners
Just hearing two languages helps babies
develop cognitive skills before they even
speak. A new study shows that babies and
children raised in bilingual environments
grow more decision-making and problem
solving skills sooner.
“Children raised listening to two languages seem to stay ‘open’ to the sounds of
novel languages longer than those who are
monolingual, “ said Naja Ferjan Ramirez
at the National Center for Biotechnology
Information. “That is a highly adaptive
thing for their brains to do.”
In other words, the sooner a child is
exposed to a second language, the smarter
they will be. Bilingual children and adults
are better able to switch focus between
tasks, recall memories, and demonstrate
higher-level problem-solving and planning skills. All those executive brain
functions are key to success in school —
and academic success is a big indicator of

long-term happiness.
Alhambra Unified is inviting parents
of 2021 kindergarteners to visit a class in
session and learn more about why the dual
language programs give children an edge
in their future. Visit Fremont Spanish DI
Jan. 14 from 8:30 to 9:30 and Marguerita
Mandarin DI Jan. 15 at 8:30 to 9:30 am.
Call 626-943-3500 for more information.
As Los Angeles Times editor and
AUSD alumnus Steve Padilla and journalist Esmeralda Bermudiz told AUSD
elementary students: “Speaking two
languages doubles your power.”
Alhambra Unified Kindergarten Dual
Immersion enrollment is open online
through the district website ausd.us
through Jan. 31.
An online wait list application for
all other DI grade levels (first through
fourth) for the 2020-2021 school year will
be made available Feb. 1.

Biomed 50th Anniversary
Celebrating 50 years of the Bio-Medical (Biomed) Research Program
at Alhambra High School in the Alhambra Unified School District
1969-70 - Biomed program established by teacher Grace Verburg at
Alhambra High School in Alhambra, California. Ms. Verburg runs program
for 13 years.

Come Tour and Learn
The MANDARIN DUAL LANGUAGE IMMERSION Program
at
Marguerita Elementary School
1603 S. Marguerita Ave. Alhambra CA 91803

Tour Dates
2019: September 18, October 16, November 4, December 18,
2020: January 15, February 12, March 11, April 15
Time: 8:30–9:30a.m.
Highlights of Tour:
● Visit our Dual Immersion classrooms in session
● Dual Language Immersion presentation including FAQs
● Learn the benefits for students who learn in both Mandarin and English; Dual Language students
excel academically (in both English and the partner language), socially, and emotionally
Online registration for Kindergarten Mandarin Dual Immersion 2020-2021 is available through
AUSD website (www.ausd.us) from Dec. 1st, 2019 – January 31st, 2020.
For more information, please call Marguerita School (626)943-3620 or AUSD (626)943-3550.
*** Kindergarten birthdate eligibility September 2, 2014 - September 1, 2015***

1982 - Duane Nichols takes over the Biomed program at the retirement of
Grace Verburg. Mr. Nichols greatly expands program and produces many
Westinghouse and Intel Science Fair winners. Biomed program receives great
notoriety. Mr. Nichols runs program for 21 years.
2004 - Department Chair Daniel Hyke takes over the Biomed program at the
retirement of Duane Nichols. Mr. Hyke expands the research opportunity
for students beyond just the field of Medicine. Biomed students continue to
get into outstanding institutions of higher learning such as Princeton and
Caltech. Mr. Hyke runs the program for 12 years.
2016 - Phillip Wong takes over the Biomed program at the retirement of
Mr. Hyke. Mr. Wong brings profession research experience to the program.
2019-20 - Biomed Program continues to provide outstanding opportunities
for students interested in science research and science careers. Biomed
celebrates its 50th anniversary.
EXPIRES 1/31/20

EXPIRES 1/31/20

Patricia Rodriguez-Mackintosh, President, District 3
Jane C. Anderson, Vice President, District 2
Joanne Russell-Chavez, Clerk, District 5
Wing K. Ho, Member, District 1
Robert L. Gin, Member, District 4
Denise R. Jaramillo, Superintendent & Secretary to the Board

2019- 2020
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CEO of the 131st Tournament of Roses Laura Farber is joined by her husband. Tomas Lopez,
at the Tri City Band Field Show at the official presentation of the Rose Parade banner.

01/2020

Surrounded by the AUSD 2020 Marching Band, Tournament of Roses CEO, Laura Farber,
far right, presents the official Rose Parade Banner to the band and band directors.
Far left, the three band student officers, one from each high school, stand with SGHS band
director Ben Coria, Mark Keppel’s band director Justin Lee, and lead director and AHS band
director Mark Trulson at the Tri City Band Field Show Rose Parade Preview Dec. 3 at SGHS
stadium.

Day of Pageantry celebrates Tournament of Roses
CEO Laura Farber + AUSD 2020 Marching Band
Hoped-for Dec. 3 sunny skies welcomed AUSD alumna and Tournament
of Roses CEO Laura Farber to the
precision-planned marathon two-school
extravaganza of all things Rose Parade
leading up to her formal presentation of
the official banner to the 300-member
AUSD 2020 Marching Band at the sixth
annual Tri City Band Field Show.
Ms. Farber’s choice of the Power of
Hope as the theme for the 131st Tournament of Roses spoke to multicultural,
multilingual AUSD students. Like many
of them, Ms. Farber is a first-generation
immigrant who arrived as a 6-year-old at
Monterey Highlands Elementary speaking
no English. With the story of her immigrant journey and her model and message
of community service, education, the
arts, diversity, bilingualism, equity, and
inclusion, Ms. Farber came to empower
AHS MOORS From Page 1A

ners. League champions. Undefeated
regular season. CIF Semifinalists.
These are four ways to describe the
historic season that the 2019 Alhambra Moors varsity football team had.
Commitment. Passion. Tenacity.
Loyalty. A team. That’s how you
describe the players and coaches.
Even though this season may have
been unexpected, it doesn’t make it
any less deserving, as Senior Matthew
Donko put it, “Making the semifinals
was an honor and somewhat of a
surprise. Once we got there, I knew
we belonged there.”
For too long the Moors have been
overlooked. Not once this season
could you count this team out, no
matter how hard anyone tried.
Whether in the blogs, tweets, or
sometimes even from the stands —
not this team and not this year. The
players and the coaching staff came to
play. Win after win, touchdown after
touchdown, block after block, the
Moors led themselves, their families,
and the community to a history-making season “Our players understood
what they had to do week to week to
be successful as a team and were willing to make sacrifices to do it. They

students and staff alike.
Ms. Farber, joined by her husband,
Tomas Lopez, also an attorney and
first-generation immigrant from Dominican Republic, began her day at her
alma mater, Alhambra High, greeted
by banners, bouquets of roses, culinary
student-made breakfast treats, and a
series of high-energy student cheer and
dance performances. Next up was a tour
of the award-winning Dream Center, a
safe-haven resource offering a wide range
of supports, counseling, and tutoring to
immigrant students. It is worth noting
that the members of the composite, threeschool AUSD 2020 Marching Band speak
17 home languages, and AHS students
speak still more.
The couple then headed to San Gabriel
High where the AUSD Marching Band
had been rehearsing at the stadium since
were always supportive of each other and
took pride in each other’s success,” said
Head Coach Eric Bergstrom.
The 2019 season has ended, but the
memories that this team has left for the

early morning. More rose bouquets and
spirited dance and cheer student performances greeted them. Afterward, AUSD
Marching Band student leaders joined by
PODER, AP, yearbook and journalism
students, and members of ASB met with
Ms. Farber for a more one-to-one chance
to ask questions and to learn from her encouraging message of the Power of Hope.
For lunch, Ms. Farber and Mr. Lopez
joined all 300 members of the AUSD
Marching Band and the three band
directors for a particularly delicious student-made lunch served by band booster
parents. Clearly enjoying her time with
the roomful of band members, Ms. Farber
signed students’ Power of Hope posters,
smiling, nodding, and listening as often as
she spoke.
Now it was time for the whole community to watch the band’s Rose Parade
students, alumni, and the community will
live on. The Moors varsity football team
brought the community together in a way
that the city likely hadn’t felt since the last
time Alhambra went to the semifinals in

preview performance at the Tri City Band
Field Show. Several hundred parents,
families, and fans from around San Gabriel Valley cheered as the AUSD 2020
Marching Band filled the football field
with contagiously mood-boosting Power
of Hope musical selections, like Can’t Stop
Believing.
In January, consider offering special
thanks to the AUSD 2020 Marching Band
members for uniting the community and
for their incredible year-long dedication
to be Rose Parade-ready. While most
were enjoying a relaxing holiday break,
the band practiced and performed every
day until New Year’s Day. A small army
of community supporters and parents
also worked hard to get the band down
Colorado Boulevard for a memory of a
lifetime. BRAVO to AUSD 2020 Rose
Parade Band!

1973. “I think this means everything to
the community, students, and coaches;
it’s sure meant a lot to the players,” said
senior Vito Russell.
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