08/2020
The July 21 Back to Work Alhambra webinar featured a city update
and overview from Alhambra Mayor Ross Maza and updates from
Melissa Eusebio, MSPH, health educator for the County of Los
Angeles, Department of Public Health; and AUSD Superintendent
Denise Jaramillo.

Back to Work
Alhambra webinar
provides details on
COVID-19 guidance

T

he Alhambra Chamber of Commerce hosted its regular
Back to Work Alhambra webinar. This Zoom series
is designed to provide information about ongoing
COVID-19 rules, updates, and restrictions, and to give support and to help answer questions. It is also designed to help
Alhambra businesses move forward with their business.
The July 21 Back to Work Alhambra webinar featured a city up>> see COVID-19 GUIDANCE WEBINAR Page 7
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KTLA reporter Lauren Lyster covers the reopening of
Sam's Barber Shop. Photo by Denis Kerechuk.

Sam the barber is open for business in his parking lot.
Photo by Denis Kerechuk.

Businesses are adapting
T
BY GLENN BARNETT

he phased reopening of businesses in California had a setback recently, and many
businesses had to shut down again. Then
on July 20, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced
that barber shops and hair and nail salons could
reopen if they could operate outdoors.
That was all Sam Artino of Sam’s Barber Shop,
1103 E. Main St., needed to hear. The next morning
he called some of his regular customers, moved one
of his barber chairs into the parking lot, put up a
shade tent, and by 7:30 a.m. was cutting hair. Every
appointment for the day was snapped up quickly.
The opening even made the news. A news van

from KTLA Channel 5 showed up to record the
event that showed businesses can reopen while
taking prudent caution against the spread of an insidious disease. Reporter Lauren Lyster was on hand
to describe the scene, and Sam’s opening was seen on
the news throughout the day.
Sam has been cutting hair by appointment for 62
years indoors. “The response to the outside opening
from my customers has been overwhelming and has
shown me what really matters,” he said.
Sam’s experience demonstrates what it takes to
stay in business during the pandemic. Be creative,
take advantage of circumstances and, keep in touch
>> see BUSINESSES Page 3

AUSD plans phased reopening
for 2020-21

A

t press time, AUSD Superintendent
Denise R. Jaramillo is indicating
that the 2020-21 school year,
beginning Aug. 12, will involve a phased
reopening to ensure the health and safety
of all students and staff. The final decision
will follow K-12 public school L.A. County health orders and will also ensure the
social emotional health of all students and
staff and a quality learning program for all
students.
“As of July 16, 2020, we are likely to begin
the new school year with Distance Learning
for all students,” said Ms. Jaramillo. “This first
phase will be followed, as permitted by health
orders, by a fully articulated hybrid of in-class
and online learning for the 46% of AUSD
parents who opted for such a choice for their
student in the Parent Preference Poll. Distance Learning will continue for the 54% of
parents who chose Distance Learning.” Over
13,000 parents participated in the AUSD

AUSD will likely offer a phased reopening for the 2020-21
school year, beginning Aug. 12, to ensure the health and safety of
all students and staff. The final decision will follow K-12 public
school L.A. County health orders and will also ensure the social
emotional health of all students and staff and a quality learning
program for all students.

Parent Preference Poll, selecting the type of program they
wanted for their student.
Ms. Jaramillo added, “A phased reopening will allow
time to make sure all safety protocols are in place and that
everyone — parents, teachers, students — fully understand
the Distance Learning program.” The superintendent em>> see AUSD PHASED REOPENING Page 12
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Mayor’s Corner

By Mayor Ross J. Maza
Hello Alhambra. As we come close to
entering our sixth month of the coronavirus situation, which caught us by surprise
in 2020, we have learned one thing for
sure, that this pandemic and its effects are
not going away soon.
Life for every single one of us has
changed dramatically regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, etc. Many have become
frustrated with the changes, restrictions,
and limitations that COVID-19 has forced
on us; of course this is understandable.
We are at a point where we cannot endure much more of this, and for this reason we must work together and cooperate
in any way possible so that we can put
this behind us sooner than later. Our local
businesses cannot remain shut too much
longer. The effects of our businesses being
closed are far reaching and beyond what
we might see on the surface. As we know,
businesses are an integral part of Alhambra. Most are family owned, opened with
tremendous sacrifice, and employ many of
our local residents. They are tremendously
valuable for our community.
I urge you all to continue supporting
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local commerce in any way you can, but most
importantly, support them by following all
recommended guidelines to stop the spread
of this virus. Businesses need to re-open,
people must go back to work, students must
go back to school, recreational activities need
to resume, etc. The best weapon we have now
is distance, face coverings, and good sanitation. Let’s do our part by following all health
guidelines and recommendations. It may be
an inconvenience, but it can be temporary.
The choice is ours.
I am happy to report that additional
COVID-19 testing in Alhambra was recently
approved by the City Council. This was made
possible with additional CARES Act funding
recently received by the city. A total of 1,600
tests will be made available for a period of
approximately six weeks. Additionally, this
same funding allowed for more housing assistance. An additional 200 Alhambra families
will receive $500 per month to help with
rent or mortgage payments. Recipients of the
housing assistance were selected through a
lottery system.
Through all of the changes and frustrations we are all facing, I am hopeful that
we as Alhambrans will remain positive and
united as a community. That we can work
together to minimize any divide, not increase
it. There are many views and opinions around
Alhambra; let’s be respectful and patient with
the views and opinions of our neighbors, and
let’s show unity in the effort to improve our
current circumstances.
In closing, I ask that you continue to show
pride in the city we all love. Let’s show pride
by keeping our city clean, by reporting any
illegal activity around your neighborhoods,
and by simply being neighborly to those
around you.
As always, I remind you that the Alhambra
City Council is available to you for questions,
opinions, and concerns. Although live in-person meetings have been on hold, the City
Council and City staff continue to work on
and address all important business matters.
Wishing you and your loved ones blessings
and health.
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Emergency Housing
Assistance Program
receives additional funding

The City Council approved additional funding for the Emergency Housing
Assistance Program. The program was
established earlier this year to offer emergency housing assistance to residents
who are experiencing financial hardship
due to the pandemic.
The city first received funding from
the Community Development Block
Grant Coronavirus Fund (CDBG-CV)
to offer $1,500 each to 200 households
in need.
The initial application period was
from April 28 to May 10, and the city
received nearly 2,000 applications.
The city conducted a lottery to select

program applicants on May 11. The city
has been using the waiting list from the
original lottery in addition to drawing
more names from the applicant pool, as
needed.
On July 15, based on funding
available under the CARES Act, an
additional 200 households were selected
from the established applicant pool.
The households affected by COVID-19
will receive $1,500 each to help with
their rent or mortgage payments. Staff
is contacting those who were selected.
The program as a whole will benefit 400
Alhambra households.

Outdoor dining permits
allowed temporarily
The coronavirus has presented many
challenges to the food service industry.
To help restaurants stay afloat, the City
of Alhambra is temporarily allowing
outdoor dining on public right-of-way
if it doesn't impede access, as well as
on private property. There is no cost to
applying for these permits.
Temporary Outdoor Dining on Public Right-of-Way Permit
• The temporary outdoor dining area
may be located on the front, side, or rear
sidewalk or alleyway as feasible.
Temporary Outdoor Dining on Private Property Permit
• The temporary outdoor dining area

may be located in a private parking lot
as feasible.
The temporary outdoor dining capacity is intended to offset the loss of indoor
dining and shall not cause to increase the
total maximum capacity permitted for
the establishment.
These temporary permits are valid for
90 days and can be renewed for additional periods with revised conditions as
updated by state or the County Health
Department.
For more information, as well as
to download the permit applications,
visit https://www.cityofalhambra.org/
resources/planning-zoning-permits.

Census takers to
start follow-up

Census takers will begin interviewing households soon in areas
that have not yet responded to the 2020 Census. In California, the
follow-up work begins Aug. 11.
Census takers will wear a mask while conducting their work. If
no one is home when the census taker visits, the census taker will
leave a notice of their visit with information about how to respond.
For information on how to identify census takers, click here.
Households can respond by completing and mailing back
the paper questionnaire they received, by responding online at
2020census.gov, or by phone at 844-330-2020. Households can
also respond online or by phone in one of 13 languages and find
assistance in many more. Those who respond will not need to be
visited to obtain their census response.

Be on lookout for
neighborhood crime
Be the extra eyes and ears of the Alhambra
Police Department by looking out for your neighbors and
contacting the police if you see a crime in progress or anything suspicious.
Make an effort to know your neighbors. A great way to do
this is to plan a Neighborhood Watch meeting. The police
department can help you get started. Due to the pandemic,
we cannot hold large gatherings, but we would like to offer
the meeting online via Zoom.
Please contact the Crime Prevention Office at 626-5705177, or e-mail crimeprevention@alhambrapd.org, and let’s
discuss your next Neighborhood Watch meeting.

08/2020

CITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

3

Published by the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce.
A monthly publication with a circulation of 40,000, Around
Alhambra is mailed to every business and residence in the City of
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The farmers market is open from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. every The covered booths that house the food sellers are now spaced
Sunday, except Easter.
35 feet apart to prevent crowding. Signs remind of social
distancing, and hand sanitizer stations are available in several
locations along the street.

Alhambra Farmers Market has
oﬀered farm to table for 36 years

For 36 years, the weekly Alhambra Certified Farmers
Market has given local farmers and food producers an
opportunity to offer the freshest produce directly to the
public. Products include affordably priced fruits, vegetables, honey, herbs, bread, and more. In addition, local
food vendors offer up tasty treats of their own for added
contentment while people browse and shop.
This long-running weekly operation is run by Alhambra’s
Parks and Recreation Department. For the last 25 years, it
has been managed and overseen by Harry Wong, who is
there every Sunday to assure everything runs smoothly.
The farmers market is open from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
every Sunday, except Easter. It is always located on South
Second Street between Commonwealth and Main Street,
between Alhambra High School to the west and Alhambra’s
civic buildings: the library, City Hall and Police Station, to
the east. There is plenty of nearby parking available at all

times. While shopping, be aware that EBT, Senior WIC,
and Farmers Market WIC are accepted.
The Farmers Market always takes place outdoors, which
has brought in increasing numbers of smart shoppers who
want to avoid doing their grocery shopping indoors during
the COVID threat. Mr. Wong says that as a result, more
people than usual are taking advantage of this arrangement.
The covered booths that house the food sellers are now
spaced 35 feet apart to prevent crowding. Signs remind of
social distancing, and hand sanitizer stations are available
in several locations along the street. Individual vendors
may have restrictions on handling their produce, so ask
before touching.
For general information about the Certified Farmers
Market, call 626-570-5081, Monday through Thursday
between 7 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

SR-710 North Study update

The City of Alhambra is working
to develop and evaluate various alternatives for possible modifications to
the current SR-710 stub, north of the
I-10 to Valley Boulevard.
In 2017, the Metro Board voted to
eliminate the SR-710 North extension
between Alhambra and Pasadena. The

Metro Board also redirected $708
million in Measure R funds to local
road improvements to provide traffic
congestion relief for the region.
A city transportation consultant
has narrowed the preliminary options
to some suggested alternatives that
initially appear to reduce congestion

and improve traffic locally without
negatively impacting the region.
Read more about those options
and view the consultant's presentation to the City Council meeting
at https://www.cityofalhambra.org/
resources/710-north-study-update.

Zoning Code to be updated
The City of Alhambra is embarking on a comprehensive update of its Zoning Code. The city encourages all
residents, business owners, and other stakeholders within
Alhambra to take part in the project.
Visit the new website to give the city feedback on how
the Zoning Code can be revised to implement the recently

adopted General Plan.
The input will be used to help shape Alhambra’s future.
By participating, residents can make an impact on the
community’s vision for Alhambra as a safe, healthy, socially, and economically viable and sustainable community.
To learn more, visit https://www.alhambracodeupdate.com.

Grab ‘n’ Go lunches,
snacks available
through Aug. 7

Free lunches and snacks are served to children 1 – 18 years of age, Monday to Friday,
through Aug. 7. The Grab ‘n’ Go lunches and snacks are served daily on a first come,
first served basis at the locations below. The City of Alhambra, through the United
States Department of Agriculture, administers the Summer Food Service Program.

Alhambra Park
Almansor Park
Granada Park
Story Park

Noon to 2 p.m.
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Noon to 2 p.m.
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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with customers.
Bun and Burger, 1000 E. Main St.,
created outdoor dining by moving tables
and chairs onto the adjoining sidewalk
and even into its parking lot. The servers
have a greater distance to travel, but the
restaurant is making a go of it.
Bahn Mi Che Cali, 647 W. Valley
Blvd., strictly enforces social distancing
while offering outdoor seating, takeout,
and delivery services. They open at 6
a.m., ahead of many of their competitors.

Sage Bistro, 521 W. Main St., and
many other restaurants, have been offering delivery and curb side, no contact
takeout since mid-March. They are the
businesses doing whatever it takes to
survive. There are many other businesses
in Alhambra doing what they can to keep
going. Spread the word. We can make Alhambra flourish again, thanks to people
like Sam Artino and all the others who
are adapting and changing.
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City of Alhambra offers
second round of COVID-19
testing for Alhambra residents
The City of Alhambra is offering a
second round of COVID-19 testing for
residents.
“In light of the increased spread of
COVID-19 throughout the Los Angeles
County region in the last few weeks,”
said Mayor Ross Maza, “it’s important to
increase access to testing for residents of
Alhambra.”
Alhambra residents can start making
appointments through the city’s website at
https://www.cityofalhambra.org/resources/
coronavirus-testing to get tested.
Residents can drive or walk to Second
Street and Main Street behind Alhambra

High School to get the free nasal swab. The
site is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Saturday through Aug. 11 by
appointment only.
The site is staffed by Vital Medical
Services. The testing process takes between
five and 10 minutes, but wait times may
vary. Results will be returned within 12 to
48 hours.
Funding for the second round of testing
is made available under the CARES Act.
The city held the first round of
COVID-19 testing in May and tested
1,599 residents that month.

The Academy of Special
Dreams Foundation
presents ‘Uniting Borders
2020’ at City Hall Art Gallery

The Academy of Special Dreams
Foundation will present “Uniting
Borders 2020,” an art exhibition that
empowers inclusion through art, during
August at the City Hall Art Gallery, 111
S. First St.
The artwork represents 15 individual
stories that lead to a better understanding
of the issues people with disabilities face
in society. The exhibition gives a voice to
people with disabilities by letting them
express themselves as they seek equality
and to be part of society. Participating
artists are Haile King-Rubie, Dory
Perdomo, Shawn Gong, Maru Pombo,
Santa Obdulia Hernández Nicolás,
Martin Vogel, Ángel Pacheco Soriano,

Basilio Alonzo, Jerry J. Ruiz, Flavia
Zúñiga-West Ruiz, Annie Young, Tom
Doyle, Jhovana Cecena, Isaac Mathis,
and Michael Dergar.
“We give many thanks to the City of
Alhambra and our sponsors for giving us
this opportunity and support to showcase the talent of artists with disabilities,”
said Michael Dergar, CEO and founder
of the Academy of Special Dreams
Foundation. Uniting Borders is an art
exhibition that can inform society of the
social need of inclusion at a local, national, and global level. This exhibition
brings public awareness to the need of
social change to bring equal opportunity
regardless of any disabilities.”

City Hall operating hours

A reminder, the Community Development Department is open Monday
through Thursday by appointment
only. Call 626-570-5034 to make an
appointment.
The rest of the departments within
City Hall and the Utility Department's
Customer Service Center are open from 7

a.m. to noon Monday through Thursday.
Afternoon appointments are available
until 5:30 p.m. Please call 626-570-5007
to schedule an appointment.
The library remains closed, but
curbside pickup is available. To request
materials, call 626-570-3212, or e-mail
refstaff@alhambralibrary.org.
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Tax Tips
COVID retirement
The IRS released a statement on how
your retirement distribution will be treated when you file your 2020 tax return in
2021, because of Covid-19.
IR-2020-124
WASHINGTON — The Internal
Revenue Service on June 19, 2020, released
Notice 2020-50 to help retirement plan
participants affected by the COVID-19
coronavirus take advantage of the CARES
Act provisions providing enhanced access
to plan distributions and plan loans.
This includes expanding the categories of
individuals eligible for these types of distributions and loans (referred to as "qualified individuals") and providing helpful
guidance and examples on how qualified
individuals will reflect the tax treatment of
these distributions and loans on their federal
income tax filings.
The CARES Act provides that qualified
individuals may treat as coronavirus-related distributions up to $100,000 in
distributions made from their eligible
retirement plans (including IRAs) between
January 1 and December 30, 2020. A
coronavirus-related distribution is not
subject to the 10% additional tax that
otherwise generally applies to distributions
made before an individual reaches age
59 ½. In addition, a coronavirus-related
distribution can be included in income in
equal installments over a three-year period,
and an individual has three years to repay
a coronavirus-related distribution to a plan
or IRA and undo the tax consequences of the
distribution.

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at Alhambra
Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St., Alhambra.
Alhambra Tax Center has served Alhambra
residents since 1970. He can be reached
at 626-282-1084. Tax questions, or
any other questions, can be e-mailed to
michael@alhambrataxcenter.com. To view
previous topics, read his blogs at www.
alhambrataxcenter.com.

In addition, the CARES Act provides
that plans may implement certain relaxed
rules for qualified individuals relating to
plan loan amounts and repayment terms.
In particular, plans may suspend loan
repayments that are due from March 27
through December 31, 2020, and the
dollar limit on loans made between March
27 and September 22, 2020, is raised from
$50,000 to $100,000.
If you have other questions, contact
your tax preparer, or you can go to irs.
gov. California has not yet announced if
they are going to follow the IRS.

The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
thanks these members for renewing their memberships
and for their continued support:
Alhambra Car Wash
707 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-5666
Member since 1975

Carroll’s Brake Service
2360 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-281-0993
Member since 2009

National Builders Control
1110 E. Main St., #202
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-281-8883
Member since 1989

Alhambra Dental Group
100 S. First St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-308-9104
Member since 1980

Credit Union of
Southern California
900 S. Fremont Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91803
866-287-6225
Member since 2009

New York Life – Joanne Giang
801 N. Brand Blvd.
Glendale, CA 91203
818-533-8651
Member since 2018

Alhambra Police Officers
Association
Dynasty Escrow
P.O. Box 7339
205 S. Chapel, Suite D
Alhambra
Chamber
of
Commerce
Alhambra, CA 91802-7499
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-376-3235
626-281-5491
104
S. 1st St, Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 1977
Member since 1989
Alhambra Valley Properties #1
11812 San Vicente Blvd., #500
Los Angeles, CA 90049-5081
310-471-4300
Member since 1962

Golden Bank, N. A.
105 E. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-300-1938
Member since 2018

Safco Realty & Investment, Inc.
238 S. Atlantic Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-289-4088
Member since 1981
Snyder Optometry, Inc.
22 S. Chapel Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-8493
Member since 1929

Target
Carlos A. Arcos
Inveserve Corp.
2120 W. Main St.
A Law Corporation
123 S. Chapel Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
333 N. Santa Anita Ave., Suite 8
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-308-3290
Arcadia, CA 91006-2845
626-458-3435
Member since 2006
626-284-9003
Member since 2014
Member since 2000
Tastea
John L. Raya Insurance Group 349 E. Main St., Suite 104
Asian Youth Center
401 S. Mission Drive
Alhambra, CA 91801
100 W. Clary Ave.
San Gabriel, CA 91776
626-289-8886
San Gabriel, CA 91776
626-570-8611
Member since 2018
626-309-0425, ext.116
Member since 2010
Member since 2011
The Alhambra Woman’s Club
McDonald’s – Main
P.O Box 473
Atherton Baptist Homes
909 E. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91802
214 S. Atlantic Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626 -289-9307
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-289-4541
Member since 1962
525-289-4178
Member since 2011
Member since 1993
The Thai Paradise
McDonalds – Valley
909 W. Las Tunas Drive
Baja Cali Fish & Tacos – Main
1520 W. Valley Blvd.
San Gabriel, CA 91776
31 E. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-570-8887
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-458-8113
Member since 2015
626-940-5549
Member since 2011
Member since 2017
Total Educational Solutions
Mega Liquor #8
625 S. Fair Oaks, Suite 300
Burke, Williams &
2020 W. Valley Blvd.
South Pasadena, CA 91030
Sorenson, L.L.P.
Alhambra, CA 91801
323-341-5580
444 S. Flower St., #2400
626-282-7070
Member since 2008
Los Angeles, CA 90071
Member since 2007
213-236-2736
Member since 2007

To renew your membership with a credit card, please phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481.

Jose Del Torro details a car at the Alhambra Car Wash.

Alhambra Car Wash:
open for business
Over 50 years ago, Al Miali opened the
Alhambra Car Wash on the northeast corner of Main and Atlantic. It is still owned
and operated by the Miali family along
with their partner Gonzalo Villanueva,
who began working for the car wash when
he was 16. Over the years, the family has
opened and run car washes in five different
locations, including the greatly missed
operation on Valley Boulevard near Chapel. They still operate a second location in
Eagle Rock.
Today, with 35 employees, the Alhambra Car Wash is still a full service operation
with custom detailing available upon
request, vacuuming, and the cleaning and
hand drying of the inside of each vehicle. It
is open seven days a week and closed only
in the event of rain. In other words, it is
open most all the time.
On a good week, as many as 2,000 cars

roll through the facility, which has adopted
water saving technologies and techniques
to meet the challenges of California’s
periodic droughts. COVID has somewhat
slowed normal business activity. As a result,
the usual hours of operation may be different than what customers are used to. Please
check before arriving.
Regardless of the slowdown, customers’
cars, SUVs, vans, and trucks will still
receive the attention to detail they have always had. If a car does not come out clean,
it will be run through the wash a second
time to assure the customer’s satisfaction.
The Alhambra Car Wash is open for
business, giving customers an opportunity
to continue at least a part of their normal
activities.
Alhambra Car Wash is located at 707
W. Main St, Alhambra 91801. For more
information, call 626-282-5666.

New CHAMBER MEMBER!

WELCOME OUR

Signarama Pasadena
1385 N. Lake Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91104
626-794-1625
signarama-pasadena.com
At Signarama Pasadena, you’re part of the family. Signarama Pasadena has been
enriching the community for years. Whether it’s an illuminated sign for your storefront,
displays for your next trade show or event, eye-catching graphics for your vehicle, or any
of your other signage needs, our sign experts are here to bring your vision to life.
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Talbot Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm Insurance Regina Talbot, Agent, 626-357-3401
Insurance License #: 0G05807

Gilbert Motor Service is an AAA approved auto repair and certified auto care facility.

Visit Gilbert Motor Service
for excellent service
Welcome family-owned business
Gilbert Motor Service to the Chamber
of Commerce. First father and then son
have operated Gilbert Motor Service,
2100 W. Valley Blvd., Alhambra, since
the 1970s. They are an AAA approved
auto repair and certified auto care facility.
Owner Darren Gilbert is proud that his
technicians are trained and certified for
work on gasoline, hybrid, and diesel
powered vehicles.
They are an all-inclusive auto repair
shop using both standard and metric tools
for all makes and models of domestic and
foreign cars from oil changes to complex
computer diagnostics. They offer expert
automotive and light truck repair and
maintenance services to a growing list
of customers and friends in the cities of
Alhambra, South Pasadena, Monterey
Park, and the western San Gabriel Valley.
They are also certified to maintain new
car warranties.
There is even a list of free services
available that includes online auto maintenance schedules for cars or light trucks
with follow up reminders that let the

owners know when their cars are due for
factory recommended service.
The Gilbert team takes the time to explain every job and provides an estimate
of the cost in advance. “We inspect and
check every car before we do any work,”
said Mr. Gilbert. The technicians are
trained to repair vehicles, old and new
alike, and get it right the first time. Mr.
Gilbert invites the community to try
them out. Schedule an appointment for
maintenance or repair on anything from
batteries, to brakes, to tune-ups.
Gilbert Motors is a proud member of
Automotive Service Councils, an ASE
Blue Shield Shop, an AAA approved
repair facility, and a Los Angeles County
Certified Green Station. They are also
a state licensed smog repair station, an
important thing to remember the next
time someone needs a smog check.
Gilbert Motor Service is open from
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday and closed on weekends. Contact
them for an appointment at 626-2820644 or online at gilbertmotorservice@
mechanicnet.com.

Does my homeowners
insurance policy
handle earthquakes?
Most standard homeowners, condo
owners, or renters insurance policies don't
cover earthquake damage to property and
personal belongings. Federal and state
financial assistance after an earthquake will
probably not cover all your replacement
costs. Even if your neighborhood is declared
a disaster area, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) can only
offer limited assistance through grants, and
only to those who qualify.
In most states, insurers offer earthquake
insurance as a separate option to their standard homeowners policy for an additional
premium. Premiums vary from state to
state, depending on statistical and risk-assessment factors. Rates are lower in states
with lower seismic activity. In California,
you can use CEA's premium calculator to
determine rates in your area, or call your
local agent’s office.
What should I look for in an earthquake insurance policy?
As when buying any type of insurance,
purchase the coverage that works best for
your budget and individual needs. Ask
yourself these questions:
• What's the cost to replace my possessions? Replacement costs for major appliances and other expensive items in your
home could add up to a substantial sum.
• Where would I live if my residence
were uninhabitable? If your home sustains
structural damage, you might have to vacate
the premises and stay in a hotel while repairs
are being done or your home is rebuilt
• How much is my home worth? Your
earthquake coverage should match the level
of coverage on your homeowners insurance
to help ensure your home is covered in case
it needs to be repaired or replaced.
• What about personal property?
Your earthquake coverage may not cover

personal property. Homeowners insurance
does not typically cover personal property
damage from earthquakes. You might want
to consider a personal article policy.
How do I know what to insure?
A home inventory is a useful way to
record your most valuable assets ahead of
any loss and provide a better idea of how
much coverage you might need. Keeping
an accurate property inventory will help
facilitate the claims process in the event you
have to file a claim. A visual record of your
possessions, such as a video walk-through of
your home or a series of photographs, can
help establish proof of ownership. Make a
list of everything of value in your residence.
Keep documentation of major purchases,
including receipts, credit card statements,
and appraisals. These documents can be
scanned for digital storage or kept in a
safe off-site location, such as a safe deposit
box. And once you've created your home
inventory, be sure to keep it updated.
How do I get earthquake insurance in
California?
A majority of the world's biggest earthquakes take place along the U.S. Pacific
Coast, stretching from Southern California
to Alaska. Though California has one of the
highest earthquake risks in the country, only
12% of the state's homeowners have earthquake insurance, according to a Bloomberg
news report. To help encourage more Californians to purchase earthquake coverage,
the California Earthquake AuthorityTM
(CEA) was created in 1995. The CEA is a
nonprofit, privately funded insurer created
by the state's government to help make
earthquake insurance more affordable. This
mini-policy option is available through
most California insurance carriers.
For more information, contact State
Farm Agent Regina Talbot at 626-357-3401.

Notary services

are available at the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.
Please phone 626-282-8481
for an appointment.
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COVID-19 GUIDANCE WEBINAR From Page 1A

date and overview from Alhambra Mayor Ross Maza and updates from Melissa
Eusebio, MSPH, health educator for the
County of Los Angeles, Department
of Public Health; and AUSD Superintendent Denise Jaramillo. Ms. Eusebio
gave a presentation on updated business
mandates and where businesses can find
business industry specific COVID-19
Health Dept. guidelines and support.
All businesses are encouraged to visit
the Health Dept. website regularly. The
Chamber has notes from the presentation. If anyone is interested in getting a
copy, please contact the Chamber.
The AUSD Superintendent gave an
update on the school schedule for this
coming fall.

Following the presentations, questions were taken from the attendees.
Chamber President Suzi Dunkel-Soto
opened the webinar with introductions
and upcoming Chamber events. Chamber board member Robert Fukui led the
Zoom meeting and presented questions
to the panelists.
The Back to Work Alhambra Webinar
is regularly scheduled for 9 a.m. Tuesdays. To join in or get more information
on these presentations, please contact
the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce at
626-282-8481, or e-mail ihernandez@
alhambrachamber.org.
The next webinar will be presented
Tuesday, Aug. 4.

Business in Alhambra

BY ALHAMBRA CHAMBER PRESIDENT
SUZI DUNKEL-SOTO
Hello Alhambra! We are now in the fifth
month of sheltering in place, finding our
new normal: working from home, masked
when leaving our home, distance learning,
grocery deliveries, outside dining, delivery
options, not working, finding new skills,
hobbies, working on our physical and emotional wellness. We are all in this together!
Having said that, we need to be proactive ensuring the health and safety of our
residents while at the same time, help our
businesses to not just survive, but to thrive.
The duty of the Chamber will be evolving
and adapting to the health and economic
needs of our city moving forward. It is not
a matter of if we will get through this but
when we do. When that time comes, we
want to ensure that our residents will still
have livelihoods and a means to recover
from this unprecedented time in our history. There are over 3,500 small businesses in
Alhambra; let’s ALL support our important
businesses, supporting people, supporting
Alhambra!
Over the years, the Alhambra Chamber
has become a resource for residents, orga-

Expires 8-31-2020

WHY JOIN THE CHAMBER?
ADVERTISING

Chamber members are offered a
substantial discount on our monthly
newspaper. Around Alhambra features local
news, and is carrier route delivered to
32,000 households, plus newsstands
around the city.

NOTARY
SERVICES

Members receive Official
Notary Public service at
no charge.

VISIBILITY &
CREDIBILITY

Stand out and get noticed
as an active member of
your community. Your
reputation matters.
Chamber membership
is respected by the
community.

MEMBERS
GET MORE!

REFERRALS
Chamber members are always
referred when product or service
information is requested at the
Chamber office.

NETWORK

Itʼs NOT just who you know,
it's who others know.
Networking is powerful! Our
monthly mixers and Business to
Business Networking events
are great opportunities
to meet new business
contacts.

Let us help your business!
104 S. First Street, Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-8481
www.alhambrachamber.org
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Suzi Dunkel-Soto, 2020-2021 Chamber
Board president.

nizations, and business firms seeking information about Alhambra, the San Gabriel
Valley, and all of Los Angeles County.
Please join the Alhambra Chamber at
9 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 11, for our Back to
Work Alhambra Town Hall webinar. There
will be an Alhambra City update from
Mayor Ross Maza and an update from the
Los Angeles County Health Department.
You can register at https://www.alhambrachamber.org/ or follow on Facebook.

Expires 8-31-2020
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SoCalGas now powering
2 Los Angeles facilities
with Bloom Energy
AlwaysON Microgrids
Fuel cell power will reduce GHG emissions, air
pollution, and electric costs, and increase reliability
Southern
California
Gas Co. (SoCalGas) announced it has begun powering two of its largest Los
Angeles-area facilities with
Bloom Energy (NYSE:
BE) solid oxide fuel cells.
The switch to fuel cells will
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, air
pollutants and the cost of power, as well as
provide reliable electricity independent of
the power grid.
To produce electricity, Bloom Energy’s
fuel cells could use natural gas, renewable
natural gas, or hydrogen. The fuel cells at
SoCalGas intake natural gas and oxygen,
and through an electrochemical reaction,
produce electricity without any combustion. Bloom Energy servers can operate at
60% efficiency and are considered one of
the most efficient power solutions currently
available.
“Using Bloom Energy’s fuel cells for our
facilities is yet another way that SoCalGas
is demonstrating our commitment to be an
industry leader supporting a 21st century
energy system,” said Maryam Brown, president of SoCalGas. “These onsite generation
systems will provide clean, affordable, and
resilient energy to key facilities so that we
can ensure safe and reliable service to our 22
million customers.”
“The SoCalGas pipeline system is integral
to many Bloom Energy Servers installed in
central and Southern California, so we were
eager to team up again to bring fuel cells to
SoCalGas’ own facilities,” said Kris Kim,
managing director of strategic development
at Bloom Energy. “Fuel cells at utility-owned
sites are a natural fit as we are both looking
to the future of energy and prioritize qualities like fuel flexibility, emissions reductions,
efficiency, and reliability.”
“I am delighted to see SoCalGas has cho-

sen Pico Rivera to showcase
this exciting new technology,” said Sen. Bob Archuleta (D-Pico Rivera). “It is
no longer up for debate;
hydrogen will be a part of
California’s clean energy
future. I have fought for
investments in both hydrogen infrastructure
and clean transportation programs in the
California Legislature, and I will continue to
do so. I am proud of SoCalGas for taking the
initiative and bringing these investments to
the 32nd Senate District, and I look forward
to continuing to work with them as we
pursue our clean energy goals.”
In addition to providing cost savings and
improving reliability of power, the fuel cells
will lead to a reduction in carbon emissions
by 683 metric tons per year compared to the
current grid profile, which is like eliminating
annual GHG emissions produced by the
electricity use of 112 homes. Because no
fuel is burned to produce the electricity,
smog-forming pollutants and particulate
matter are reduced by more than 99%. And,
because they virtually eliminate all combustion-related pollutants, the California Air
Resources Board has certified the Bloom
Energy servers as a Distributed Generation
Technology that do not require a generation
permit, a designation given only to the
cleanest technologies in the state.
Adoption of distributed power generation solutions, also called distributed
energy resources, is a growing trend in the
U.S. These solutions can combine environmental benefits and the ability to provide
uninterrupted power in the event of natural
disasters or outages. While SoCalGas uses
solar generation at six of its 113 facilities, the
company selected the fuel cell solution for its
Monterey Park and Pico Rivera facilities for
their superior resiliency.

Alhambra - According to industry experts, there are over 33 physical problems
that will come under scrutiny during a home
inspection when your home is for sale. A new
report has been prepared which identifies the
eleven most common of these problems, and
what you should know about them before
you list your home for sale.
Whether you own an old home or a brand
new one, there are a number of things that
can fall short of requirements during a home
inspection. If not identified and dealt with,
any of these 11 items could cost you dearly
in terms of repair. That's why it's critical that
you read this report before you list your home.
If you wait until the building inspector flags
these issues for you, you will almost certainly
experience costly delays in the close of your
home sale or, worse, turn prospective buyers
away altogether. In most cases, you can make

a reasonable pre-inspection yourself if you
know what you're looking for, and knowing
what you're looking for can help you prevent
little problems from growing into costly and
unmanageable ones.
To help homesellers deal with this issue
before their homes are listed, a free report
entitled "11 Things You Need to Know to
Pass Your Home Inspection" has been compiled which explains the issues involved. To
order a FREE Special Report, call toll-free
1-888-300-4632 and enter 1003. You can
call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report NOW to learn
how to ensure a home inspection doesn't cost
you the sale of your home.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma
Real Estate Broker Lic# 01820322. Not
intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently
under contract. Copyright © 2012

IIsabella Mix-Vachon and her team assembled goodie bags packed with essentials and
kind notes of inspiration.

Ramona Convent
senior inspires others
with community service
project for homeless
Ramona Convent senior Isabelle
Mix-Vachon saw so many people in
the community being affected by
COVID-19, especially the homeless,
that she and other students from the
Ramona community took action to
help them.
Isabelle and her team assembled
goodie bags packed with essentials and
kind notes of inspiration. She made
contact with the Union Station Homeless Services office in Pasadena and
coordinated with them on what they
needed most. It was a great way for students to participate and get a jump start
on their service hours required by their
theology course for the fall semester.
Isabelle was happy to report her goals
for the homeless care package project
and fundraising were exceeded. She
thanked those who rose to the challenge
and dedicated their time and effort to
the project with a video message. Thir-

teen Ramona students from all grade
levels helped make 187 care packages all
with handwritten inspirational notes.
Extra hygiene products, food, and supplies were also contributed, including
supplies from Ramona. Isabelle was able
to raise additional funding for supplies
through a GoFundMe campaign.
Ramona is a welcoming Catholic
college-prep high school for girls in
grades nine through 12. Ramona graduates face the future with an extraordinary education, a global vision fueled
by Catholic values, an independent
spirit, confident leadership skills, the
support of their Ramona sisters, and the
strength of a legacy of more than 130
years of excellence.
Ramona Convent Secondary School
is located at 1701 W. Ramona Road,
Alhambra 91803. For more information, please call 626-282-4151, or visit
www.ramonaconvent.org.

The San Gabriel Valley
11 Critical Home Inspection
Newsgroup delivers
Traps to be Aware of Weeks
exclusive
local
content
in
Before Listing Your Home for Sale
markets that matter to you
The San Gabriel Valley News Group
is the Pasadena Star-News, San Gabriel
Valley Tribune, and the Whittier Daily
News. We are the top choice for local
news online and in print across the San
Gabriel Valley and neighboring communities. We deliver premium content
to more than 652,000 adults each week,
making it an indispensable marketing
solution for advertisers throughout the
San Gabriel Valley.
Our diverse and desirable total
audience reads us online, on mobile
devices, and in newsprint. No other media organization delivers more in-depth
coverage of the news, issues, and events

local residents care about most.
Our mission is to connect communities by providing readers with the area’s
best local news coverage while providing
advertisers with unprecedented access
to one of the world’s most affluent
and dynamic audiences. No matter
the distribution vehicle — newspaper,
magazine, mobile, online — The San
Gabriel Valley News Group’s in-depth
reporting on local news, politics, sports,
and entertainment continues to attract
a desirable audience for its customers.
For information on advertising, please call Ralph Ringgold at
626-657-0980.
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Firefighters arriving on scene found the attic timbers and the roof fully engulfed in flames.

San Gabriel Mission ﬁre
destroys roof, much of interior

BY GLENN BARNETT
In the early morning of July 11, a fire
alarm rang in the historic San Gabriel
Mission. The San Gabriel Fire Department
rapidly responded. Neighboring departments also answered the alarm, including
Monterey Park, Arcadia, Pasadena, South
Pasadena, and an engine company from
Alhambra Fire Station #71.
Firefighters arriving on scene found the
attic timbers and the roof fully engulfed
in flames. Like the Cathedral of Notre
Dame in Paris, the Mission church was
undergoing renovations at the time of the
fire. The Mission was planning for the
celebrations of its 250th anniversary and
like the famous French Cathedral, it was
the dry wooden beams of the ceiling that
burned.
Fortunately, many of the most valuable
and sacred adornments had been removed
during the renovations, including wall
hangings made by pious Gabrielino people
that are over 200 years old. The original
church altar survived the fire and the
collapse of the burning ceiling. The adobe
walls of the mission withstood the flames
much better than the stone walls of Notre
Dame. With a wary eye on the collapsing
ceiling, Alhambra firefighters assisted their

San Gabriel counterparts in removing the
sacred objects that were still inside the
building.
The Mission, founded in 1771, and
built on the current site in 1776, is the
oldest building in continual use in the
greater Los Angeles area. In L.A.’s Catholic
community it is known as “the Mother
Church.” For generations of families in the
San Gabriel-Alhambra area, the Mission
has served as the site of worship, weddings,
baptisms, funerals, school, and as a social
center. For local school children, it is the
site of field trips and for visits by tourists
from around the world.
The recent fire is not the first event to
cause damage to the Mission. Earthquakes
in 1804, 1812, and more recently a major
earthquake in 1987 brought the community together to rebuild and reinforce the
Mission church. Like Notre Dame, the
response to the current disaster is being
met by community commitment to once
again rebuild and restore this most historic
of local buildings.
Information about contributing to the
Mission’s rebuilding fund can be found at
the San Gabriel Mission website or https://
parish.sangabrielmissionchurch.org/apps/
news/article/1255205.

Over 40 people met over Zoom for the Soroptimist of Alhambra, San Gabriel, and San
Marino’s Installation.

Building the future
of Soroptimist

BY JULIE CARLSON
Soroptimist of Alhambra, San Gabriel,
and San Marino is still busy at work
through the pandemic. On June 17, the
club retired the 2019-2020 board and
installed new officers for the 2020-2021
season.
Over 40 people, including members
Camino Real regional officers and representatives, plus Alhambra Mayor Ross Maza,
Vice Mayor David Mejia, Councilmember
Jeff Maloney, San Gabriel Mayor Denise
Menchaca, U.S. Rep. Judy Chu, and
California State Sen. Susan Rubio, met
together over Zoom.
The theme of this year’s installation
was “Soroptimist at Work.” All members
and guests received goodie bags with stress
balls, cookies, champagne, construction

tools, and hard hats. The bags were delivered to their homes or offices. Everyone
thanked Dr. Karen Chao for her successful
presidency last year and welcomed the new
president, Barbara Messina.
Despite some challenges due to the
pandemic the club faced, it was possible
to give monetary Live Your Dream awards
to five head-of-household women who
have overcome adversity and returned to
school to provide for their families. Three
high school girls were given the Veronica
Thee Award for volunteering in their
community.
Soroptimist will continue to strive to
work together to do the best for women
— either virtually or in person. For more
information or to become a member, visit
www.SIAlahmbra.org.

Dandelion
To inquire about
these
adoptable
animals, contact the
San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society at
626-286-1159, or visit
at 851 E. Grand Ave.,
San Gabriel. Adoption
hours are 10:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday. The
shelter is closed on
Mondays. Directions
and photos of many
more dogs and cats
can be found online at
www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee
for cats is $99, which
includes spay/neuter,
vaccinations, de-worming,
FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 $145 dog adoption fee
includes
microchip,

vaccinations,
spay/
neuter surgery, and
de-worming, as well as
a free health check-up
at a participating vet
(some breeds slightly
higher).
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same
time for a reduced fee.
The Senior for
Senior Program offers
pets for $39 each.
The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.

Sebastian
Domestic short hair • Adult •
Male • Large
Sebastian, a 5-year-old domestic short hair
mix cat, has striking black fur and weighs
about 16 pounds. Sebastian is a shy cat at
first but can become very affectionate once
he gets to know you. He is very vocal and
likes a lot of attention. Due to his weight,
he would do best in a home that would keep
him active and on a strict diet. We are unsure
how he would do with other cats, but it seems
he would do best in a single cat home as he
loves a lot of affection from humans. He is
not dependent on cats’ attention as much as
he is with people. His adoption fee is $99,
which includes neuter surgery, microchip,
first vaccinations, and a free wellness checkup at a participating veterinarian. Call the
San Gabriel Valley Humane Society at 626286-1159 to schedule a "Meet and Greet"
appointment with Sebastian. Website: www.
sgvhumane.org.

Max
Boxer and shepherd mix • Adult •
Male • Large
Max is a handsome 2-year-old boxer/shepherd
mix with a reddish brown and white fur coat.
He is very sweet and is learning to build trust
with new people. Once Max gets to know you,
he is extremely affectionate. He would do best
in a home with an experienced dog owner. Max
loves to play with toys and is dog friendly. He
would prefer a home with few adults. He knows
and responds to commands such as "sit" and
"lie down" and is definitely treat motivated.
His adoption fee is $145, which includes
neuter surgery, microchip, first vaccinations,
and a free wellness check-up at a participating
veterinarian. Call the San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society at 626-286-1159 to schedule
a "Meet and Greet" appointment with Max.
Website: www.sgvhumane.org.

Domestic short hair • Adult •
Female • Large
Dandelion is a 2-year-old domestic short hair
mix with beautiful black fur. She came with
an owner surrender with three other cats.
Dandelion is a little on the shy side at first
but does well with staff and other people. She
had her first "Meet and Greet" and seemed
very affectionate with that person despite only
meeting her that day. She is very mellow and
gets along with other cats. This sweet girl would
do well in a single or multiple cat family home.
She weighs 10 pounds. Her adoption fee is
$99, which includes spay surgery, microchip,
first vaccinations, and a free wellness checkup at a participating veterinarian. Call the
San Gabriel Valley Humane Society at 626286-1159 to schedule a Meet and Greet
appointment with Dandelion. Website: www.
sgvhumane.org.
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AUSD students ‘Lead
the Way’ with PSA to
stop racial hatred

When a diverse group of seven AUSD
high school student leaders helped create
the one-minute PSA “Lead the Way” to
stop racial bullying, the original intent
was to call out the startling increase in
pandemic-inspired hate speech aimed at
Asian Americans. When it aired on May 30,
the PSA took on new meaning in the days
immediately following the death of George
Floyd and is needed more than ever.
The PSA can be viewed on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LTcmVoDYvA and is subtitled in four languages: English (for deaf students), Chinese,
Vietnamese, and Spanish. (Click “Caption
On” and select language. YouTube does not
show subtitles automatically.)
The cast, in order of appearance, includes
Asia Primicias, Independence High School;
Ryan Chow, Mark Keppel High School;
Akira Haggerty, Alhambra High School;
Joey Solano, San Gabriel High School; Ives
Morales, San Gabriel High School; Tarynn
Bryant-Hawkins, Mark Keppel High
School; and Sophia Olmeda, Alhambra
High School.
This is the script for the PSA Lead the
Way:
We stand together to ask our classmates
and our community to Lead the Way.
When we stand up to racist bullying —
whether in words or actions — all of us are
safer and stronger.
Hateful words and behavior are not funny and never okay. Normalizing bullying
makes it grow — toward everyone.
Call it out.
Lead the way.
Our diversity is our strength.
In times of crisis and pandemic, our

In this screen capture of the AUSD student
PSA, Ryan Chow from Mark Keppel High
School is one of seven AUSD students who
urge viewers to “Lead the Way” to stop racial
hatred and bigotry.

community faces more economic hardship
and distress — and too often more stigma
and blame.
So, let’s build on our connective strength
when we need it most — in this historic
moment — by leading the way.
We are in this together.
We are stronger together.
And we can stand up to hate together.
Let’s lead the way.
“As one of the most richly diverse school
districts in the nation, Alhambra Unified
is dedicated to inclusion and equality and
deplores racial hatred and bigotry,” said
Superintendent Denise R. Jaramillo. “We
must teach our children that they can
change the world by unifying it, and we
must start now. We are always stronger
together.”
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6LTcmVoDYvA.

AUSD wins $40K
Albertson’s Grant for student
+ family summer meals

Alhambra Unified announced the
$40,000 grant from the Albertson’s
Foundation to assist the district in feeding
hungry students and families during the
summer.
Denise Jaramillo, AUSD superintendent, said, “During this exceptionally
challenging time, Alhambra Unified was
fortunate to receive this generous gift that
will help the district meet the increased
demand for food assistance. Today one in
four children do not know where their next
meal will come from.”
The program director for Albertson’s
Foundations’ Nourishing Neighbors
Initiative, Anjana Bhattarai, explained, “As
all hunger relief programs are stretched
beyond capacity due the surge in unemployment and other economic and social
fallout from the pandemic, Albertsons
Companies pledged $15 million this
summer to help feed children and families
when schools are closed.”
The community relief funds will be
used to help pay AUSD summer student
and family meal costs, Personal Protection
Equipment, protective barriers for serving

“During this exceptionally challenging time,
Alhambra Unified was fortunate to receive this
generous gift that will help the district meet
the increased demand for food assistance,” said
Denise Jaramillo, AUSD superintendent.

stations, supplies such as transport bags,
carts, and thermal insulated food blankets,
AUSD central production kitchen staff
salaries due to the COVID-19 summer
feeding, and for Professional Development
for Food and Nutrition Services staff.
“This help from Albertson’s and their
generous customers is the lifeline that we
desperately need,’ Ms. Jaramillo added.
“The students and families that we are
serving are beyond grateful for this support,
and so is the district.”
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The $5,868,345.86 grant, which ends Dec, 31, 2024, will offer a two-pronged spending
focus for AUSD preschool classrooms.

AUSD wins $5.86 million
Preschool Expansion
Grant from CDE
AUSD is one of 19 LACOE districts
out of 80 and one of 134 out of 1,000
California school districts to win California
Department of Education’s Inclusive Early
Education Expansion Program (IEEEP)
award to upgrade existing preschool facilities or build new ones to expand special
education services in order to provide
mainstreaming with general education
students.
The $5,868,345.86 grant, which ends
Dec, 31, 2024, will offer a two-pronged
spending focus for AUSD preschool
classrooms.
Michele Yamarone, AUSD director of
Special Education, who wrote the CDE
grant application, said, “With the IEEEP
award, by the end of the 2022 school year,
the district will be able to renovate an empty Park School classroom, adjacent to the
preschool classroom, to be compliant with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
including such things as doors, restrooms,
playground, and things like flashing fire
alarms for special education preschool

children and will be able to update fencing,
wiring, HVAC and walls, and more.” Ms.
Yamarone explained the renovations will
allow Park preschool special education children to have the option to play and learn
with general education children, which is
always the goal for best learning outcomes.
The other longer-term building project
will be to replace the current Moor Field
Special Education preschool location by
renovating the existing Scanlon Building
(the one-time AUSD headquarters) at the
corner of Garfield and Alhambra. The
plan is to build 10 ADA-compliant special
education preschool classrooms and two
general education classrooms along with
offices; playground; lunchroom; rooms for
speech, language, and occupation therapy;
extra wide doors; and other specified
requirements. “In this way, special education preschool children could mingle with
general ed students at lunch, on the playground, or in class,” Ms. Yamarone said.
The construction is slated to be complete
by the end of the 2024 school year.

AUSD class of 2020:
Attend college tuition free
with Los Angeles college promise

Alhambra Unified wants its 2020
graduates to know about the Los Angeles
College Promise (LACP), which offers
guaranteed, tuition-free college to all firsttime, full-time students who enroll at the
nine colleges of the Los Angeles Community District.
The Los Angeles College Promise Program is designed to help students achieve
educational and career goals, including
during the pandemic when many plans
have changed. Any first-time, full-time
student can receive the Promise Program’s
tuition scholarship for two years, regardless
of income, age, academic standing, or
immigration status.
Key elements of the LACP include:
• Free tuition for two years.
• Priority enrollment and registration.
• Additional financial resources for
books, food, or transportation.
who are dedicated to providing quality in• Free laptop for first-year LACP
struction,” said Superintendent Denise R.
Jaramillo. “The foundation’s annual grants
make additional educational projects possible enhancing the learning experience for
AUSD students.”
The Alhambra Day Nursery Foundation (ADN) awards financial grants and
scholarships each year to individuals and
organizations residing or working within
the boundaries of the Alhambra Unified
School District. The Alhambra Day Nursery Foundation was founded in 1943 by a
group of women in the Alhambra community with the mission of assisting working
mothers with child care during WWII.
Thirteen years ago, the foundation
changed its mission to “providing financial
grants to individuals and organizations
working with children and scholarships
to students graduating from local high
schools or attending college with majors in
EXPIRES 08/31/2020
childhood education or related fields.”

Alhambra Day Nursery
names AUSD staff to
receive $26K in awards
Seven Alhambra USD staff were
awarded a total of $26,089 in grants by
the Alhambra Day Nursery. Christa Van
Orden, director of PreK-12 instruction,
received $20,000 for Kindergarten Jumpstart Academies. Kelly Tong at Monterey
Highlands School received $1,200 for the
school’s Lego League Robotics. Page Phillips at Mark Keppel High School received
$2,380 for her PAFE TO STAGE program.
Steve Gewecke at Alhambra High School
received $1,000 to replace the batting
cage. At LIFT North, teacher Kathleen
McKay received $993 for recycling and
gardening sheds. Moor Field special education teacher Jamie Marie De La Riva
will get $263 for Cozy Corner Reading.
For her Classroom Listening Center, Gina
L. Aguirre at Martha Baldwin School will
receive $253.
“The district is grateful to the Alhambra Day Nursery Foundation for their
incredible support of our teachers and staff

AUSD graduates who want to know more about the tuition-free Los Angeles College Promise
at the California Community College system by selecting one of LACCD’s nine colleges: City;
East; Harbor; Mission; Pierce; Southwest; Trade-Technical; Valley or West, can learn more by
visiting http://laccd.edu/Documents/LosAngelesCollegePromise/Students/2020/LACCD%20
L.A.%20College%20Promise%20Welcome%20Kit%20-%20Screen.pdf.

students.
• Dedicated academic, counseling, and
financial aid services.
• Unique study opportunities such as
the Mayor’s Young Ambassador Program:
https://www.lamayor.org/maya.
• Access to emergency aid funds.
• The option to obtain an associate
degree for guaranteed transfer into the
California State University system.
To create an enrollment application in
the California Community College system,
select one of LACCD’s nine colleges: City;
East; Harbor; Mission; Pierce; Southwest;
Trade-Technical; Valley or West.
To learn more, please visit http://
laccd.edu/Documents/LosAngelesCollegePromise/Students/2020/LACCD%20
L.A.%20College%20Promise%20
Welcome%20Kit%20-%20Screen.pdf.
Students who have questions can e-mail:
asklacp@laccd.edu.

EXPIRES 08/31/2020
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Six AUSD students win 2020 AUSD policies for free,
Census Storytelling Contest reduced-fee student

Estevan Sayon, from Monterey Highlands, is
the first place winner in the AUSD Alhambra
Source 2020 Census Contest in the third
through fifth category. Other winners in
that category include second place winner
Sophia Covarrubias, Fremont Elementary,
and Honorable Mention, Hana Minami,
Marguerita Elementary. In the sixth through
eighth grade category, the first place winner was
Kristine Sy, Monterey Highlands Elementary,
second place winner, Kaitlyn Cao, Repetto
Elementary, and third place winner Michelle
Zhang, Martha Baldwin Elementary.

Six elementary students from five AUSD
schools were named winners in the AUSD
Alhambra Source 2020 Census Storytelling
Contest. The contest was designed to spark
family conversation about the vital importance of the census for the community
in particular in order to galvanize parent
participation.
All K-eighth AUSD students were invited to submit stories that answered prompts
about the census, their family’s process in
filling out the census, or offered possible
solutions to get under counted communities counted.
“We are so proud of these students
and their families for being 2020 Census
Ambassadors to help ensure that our
community receives its rightful funding for
schools, roads, transportation, health care,
and other essential services,” said David
Reynolds, AUSD 2020 Census chief.
An accurate census count helps families,
schools, and communities, since it is a

guideline to how much federal funding
goes to states and cities.
Students’ families had to have completed the census form to be considered. Until
Oct. 31, those who have not participated
can go to https://my2020census.gov to
answer the brief 10-minute 2020 Census
questionnaire that will help fund education,
transportation, and hospitals, among other
essentials, in the San Gabriel Valley.
The three categories for this contest were
K through second grade, third through
fifth grade, sixth through eighth grade, and
a final category for Honorable Mentions.
The K through second grade category was
withdrawn due to ineligible submissions.
Given this modification, second place
winners, along with first place winners,
were eligible to participate in the $300
grand prize raffle that will be held after all
of the stories are published.
The winners of the 2020 Census Storytelling Contest were:
Third through fifth grade category:
First place — Estevan Sayon,
Monterey Highlands Elementary
Second place — Sophia Covarrubias,
Fremont Elementary
Honorable Mention — Hana Minami,
Marguerita Elementary
Sixth through eighth grade category:
First place — Kristine Sy,
Monterey Highlands Elementary
Second place — Kaitlyn Cao,
Repetto Elementary
Third place — Michelle Zhang,
Martha Baldwin Elementary

First place winners will receive a $200
gift card, second place winners a $100 gift
card, and third place winners a $50 gift
card. All recognized students, including
Honorable Mentions, receive a commemorative plaque. Alhambra Source is publishing
the student stories each week.
Read the students’ winning stories on
alhambrasource.org and on the AUSD.us
homepage.

Patricia Rodriguez-Mackintosh, President, District 3
Jane C. Anderson, Vice President, District 2
Joanne Russell-Chavez, Clerk, District 5
Wing K. Ho, Member, District 1
Robert L. Gin, Member, District 4
Denise R. Jaramillo, Superintendent & Secretary to the Board

2019- 2020

meals 2020-2021

Alhambra Unified School District
announced its policy to serve nutritious
meals every school day under the National
School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, and After School Supper
Program. Effective July 1, 2020, through
June 30, 2021, children are eligible for free
or reduced-price meals if the household
income is less than or equal to the federal
guidelines. Parents can go to the homepage
of their child’s school for more detailed
information on eligibility. Parents can get
more detailed information on the homepages of their children’s school website.
Households do not need to turn in an
application when the household receives a
notification letter saying that all children
automatically qualify for free meals when
any household member receives benefits
from CalFresh, CalWORKs, or FDPIR.
Children who meet the definition of
foster, homeless, migrant, or runaway, and
children enrolled in their school’s Head
Start program are eligible for free meals.
Contact school officials if any child in the
household is not on the notification letter.
The household must let school officials
know if they do not want to receive free or
reduced-price meals.
Applications will be sent to the household with a letter about the free and
reduced-price meal program. Households
that want to apply for meal benefits, must
fill out one application for all children in
the household and give it to the nutrition
office at 1515 W. Mission Road, Alhambra
91803. For a simple and secure method to
apply, use our online application at www.
ausd.us. Contact Food and Nutrition
Services at 626-943-6590 for help filling
out the application. The school will let applicants know if their applications are approved or denied for free or reduced-price
meals.
Households may turn in an application
at any time during the school year. If not
eligible now, but household income goes

down, household size goes up, or a household member starts receiving CalFresh,
CalWORKs, or FDPIR, households
may turn in an application at that time.
Information given on the application will
be used to determine eligibility and may
be verified at any time during the school
year by school officials. The last four digits
of the Social Security number from any
adult household or checking that applicant
does not have a Social Security number
is required if income is included on the
application.
Households that receive Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children (WIC) benefits, may
be eligible for free or reduced-price meals
by filling out an application.
Foster children are eligible for free
meals and may be included as a household
member if the foster family chooses to
also apply for the non-foster children on
the same application. Including foster
children as a household member may help
the non-foster children qualify for free
or reduced-price meals. If the non-foster
children are not eligible, this does not keep
foster children from receiving free meals.
A child’s eligibility status from last
school year will continue into the new
school year for up to 30 school days or until the school processes the new application,
or the child is otherwise certified for free
or reduced-price meals. After the 30 school
days, the child will have to pay full price
for meals, unless the household receives a
notification letter for free or reduced-price
meals. School officials do not have to send
reminder or expired eligibility notices.
If the decision or results of verification
are not agreed upon, it can be discussed
with school officials. Everyone has the right
to a fair hearing, which may be requested
by calling or writing the hearing official:
Vivien Watts, 1515 W. Mission Road,
Alhambra 91803. AUSD is an equal opportunity provider.

AUSD PHASED REOPENING From Page 1A

phasized that because pandemic health
guidelines change rapidly, “The district
will remain flexible and is preparing for
many scenarios.”
The final reopening details are to be
posted in late July on all school homepages and on AUSD social media and
be sent by Blackboard Connect to every
parent or guardian. Additional resources
for parents and students will also be sent.
“One of the amazing silver linings of
the pandemic is the outpouring of help
and offers of assistance for students, families, and staff from our parents, teachers,
neighbors, non-profits, businesses, civic
leaders, and our four feeder cities,” Ms.
Jaramillo noted. “We are truly in this

crisis together, and it is heart-opening to
be connected to such generosity.”
According to Ms. Jaramillo, two
other positive effects of the pandemic
have been the astonishing level of parent
engagement and the opportunity for the
district to use the crisis to look ahead to
update and redesign the school system to
better meet 21st century student needs.
Please visit www.ausd.us for the latest
school re-opening news and visit AUSD
social media:
https://www.facebook.com/
alhambrausd/
https://twitter.com/alhambrausd
https://www.instagram.com/
alhambrausd/

08/2020
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Coping with the current crisis

By Craig Statton
Atherton, 214 S. Atlantic Blvd. Alhambra
It is hard to believe that 2020 is more
than half over, and the pandemic is nearly
five months old. Recently Time magazine
ran a headline that said, “America is done
with COVID-19. COVID-19 isn’t done
with America.” I think this headline could
apply to many other countries in the world.
There is a lot of “pandemic fatigue” around
the world, and yet it does not appear we
will have a lot of relief from this plague for
the rest of 2020. A senior living community
in Texas recently asked their residents what
they were doing and how they were coping
with the current crisis. Here are some of
their responses.
1. How do you spend most of your free
time?
• 74% of their residents said they spent
most of their free time reading, 63% said
talking with family members by phone,
and 29% said napping.
2. What do you miss most during this
pandemic?
• More than 75% listed family visits
as something they miss most, followed by
attending church (56%) and group dining
(54%). 38% said they missed “hugs.”
3. How do you stay connected to family
and friends?
• 99% said they stay connected through
phone calls; 57% said they use texting on
the cell phone, 46% said they use e-mails,
43% said they use video calls, 21% said
social media like Facebook or Instagram,
and 21% said writing letters.
4. Do you use video chatting technology like FaceTime or Skype, and will you

continue to use it?
• 55% admitted they never used video
chatting technology prior to shelter-inplace orders, but 52% said they plan to
continue using the technology beyond the
pandemic.
5. What are the things that you find
most inconvenient during this pandemic?
• The top listed thing was visitation
restrictions (73%), second was mask
requirements (55%), and third was lack of
group activities (54%).
6. What are you most thankful for
during this pandemic?
• They are most thankful for calls with
family (69%), their health (64%), and the
senior living staff members (54%) caring
for them each day. Only 9% said they were
thankful for toilet paper.
7. Do you agree with restrictions and
guidelines imposed on the community?
• 96% agreed with the restrictions and
guidelines.
After reading these results and talking to
the residents of Atherton, these answers are
not much different from the senior adults
in our community. Most seniors have begun to use technology in new ways, and the
result has been a positive connection with
friends and loved ones. But the computer,
iPad, or phone screen is not as good as
being there, and the lack of personal and
physical connection is very difficult. The
longer we are isolated or restricted makes
our acceptance of the guidelines and
restrictions more difficult. I find very few
people are enjoying wearing a mask, yet
most seniors believe it is an essential tool
in keeping safe from this virus. It appears

seniors are not much different from the
general population when it comes to this
pandemic, except for one thing: because of
their age and physical ailments, the virus
can have more debilitating effects and result in a higher rate of death than other age
groups. That is why I appreciate the safety
precautions of handwashing, social distancing, and mask-wearing that all people take
because I know it makes a difference for
seniors. I am also thankful for the men and

women who work so diligently in senior
living and in health care to keep people safe
and help people recover from this disease.
Unfortunately, we are not done with this
disease, but by consistent and compassionate actions we can lessen the impact of the
disease and keep the people we love dearly
safer. Thank you for the steps you take to
make the lives of those most vulnerable
safer and better!

To Advertise in Around Alhambra
call 626-282-8481
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Three reasons why you should
not skip dental checkups
Dental checkups allow you to receive professional teeth cleaning and have dental problems
caught early.
Perhaps your teeth feel fine, or you are lacking
dental insurance and want to wait to see the dentist
until you experience a dental emergency with the
intent of saving money. Do you really save?
Here are three major reasons why you shouldn’t
skip your dental checkups.
Block gum disease early
Gum disease is a common term used for both
gingivitis, infection of the gums, and periodontal
disease, which is the more advanced form of gum
disease that also affects the bone under the gums.
To avoid complicated terminology, we will use
gum disease as an infection of the gums and bone
surrounding the teeth, or so called foundation of
the teeth.
Fortunately, gum disease is an easily preventable
disease and takes a long time, a few to several years,
to develop into a more advanced form.
Unfortunately, it works silently, without pain
and warning, and if left without treatment, the
condition can cause your gums to recede and lead
to loose teeth and even tooth loss. Treatment options for severe gum disease involve surgeries, extracting teeth, and replacing them with implants,
bridges, or dentures.
Each time you visit your hygienist and dentist,
they’ll look for early signs of gum disease and
recommend a proper maintenance program. At
the end of the day, two cleaning and checkup
appointments per year multiplied by five years cost
less than any surgery, implants, or grafts that you
may need.

Two cleaning and checkup appointments per year multiplied
by five years cost less than any surgery, implants, or grafts that
you may need.

Discovering cavities before they progress to root
canals
The pain from drinking cold water and eating ice cream
or chocolate could be caused by a cavity soon to be a root
canal.
Fortunately, it takes a long time, several months to a
year, for the cavity to develop. If detected in this stage, the
fix is simple, inexpensive, and predictable. Have in mind
there is no pain or warning that you can follow at this stage.
If a cavity is not fixed, it continues to grow and forms a
hole in the tooth. It many cases, it could be visible, but it
might have started from the side and grew inside the tooth
without opening on the top. However, hole or no hole, you
will have symptoms at this point. The problem is that the
cavity grows pretty fast at this stage, and often by the time
you are seen by the dentist, the bacterial infection already
has spread to the middle of the tooth where the nerve is
located. This problem often needs a more costly treatment,

ADVANCED DENTISTRY
of ALHAMBRA

Healthy Teeth & Bright Smiles for
the Whole Family!
• Laser Dentistry
• Pediatric Dentistry
• Implants
• Invisalign & Braces
• Wisdom Teeth Removal
• Dental Emergencies

(626) 289-6131
70 S Palm Ave., Alhambra, CA 91801
www.DaraDDS.com
Dr. Dara
Gashparova

OPEN SATURDAYS • 0% Interest payment plans

New Patient Offer

- Digital X-Rays
- Comprehensive Exam
- Regular Cleaning

$69
Reg. price $270

such as root canal therapy, a crown, or even a tooth extraction.
Going to your dentist twice a year can prevent this from happening to you. Your dentist will not only look at your teeth but
take X-rays to check for small cavities starting to form between the
teeth, the ones that don’t give you trouble yet.
At the end of the day, two checkups per year and a simple filling
cost less than a root canal treatment, plus, it’ll keep you from
having to experience severe discomfort.
Detecting oral cancer
Even if your dentist does not make a statement like, “Now I’m
conducting an oral cancer screening,” most of them do. During
your checkup visit, we inspect your lips, neck, mouth, throat,
and gums for anything unusual or changes in the normal structure. Because oral cancer progresses so quickly, missing a single
appointment could be the difference between being able to easily
treat the cancer or needing extensive treatment. Not only can these
screenings make it easier on your wallet but potentially save your
life.
These three simple preventive steps can protect your teeth and
your wallet and keep you smiling without feeling unnecessary pain.
There is a strong connection between good oral health and a
person’s overall well-being. The health of our mouths can impact
many systems in the body, including cardio-vascular (heart), digestive, reproductive, and respiratory systems. By seeing your dentist
every six months, you’re on the right path for better overall health.

08/2020
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Vitamin C has
many benefits
Dr. Thomas Levy, a cardiologist and
vitamin C expert, says vitamin C provides
numerous benefits to the body. It stimulates
the production of T-cells, antibodies, and
killer cells, thus boosting the immune
system and helping fight cancer. Vitamin
C also helps neutralize toxins that can
damage cells and make you sick. Vitamin C
can also increase energy and alertness. He
suggests that inflammation is an indicator
of vitamin C deficiency. I thought scurvy
was the only disease caused by vitamin C
deficiency.
In a functional medicine lecture, Jeffrey
Bland told a story about Captain Cook’s
anti-scurvy program. On his three-year
voyage, he used limes and lemons and other
sources of vitamin C to prevent illness and
deaths. Scurvy used to kill a lot of sailors.
Voyages would start with 3,000 sailors, and
three years later only 300 returned. The
British Navy defeated the French in one
encounter by blockading the French ports.
The British had an anti-scurvy program
and the French did not. The British just
waited until the French sailors got sick with
scurvy and surrendered. No battle had to
be fought.
One doctor cured himself from an illness that mimicked heart failure. It turned
out his heart function was fine, but he was
suffering from black mold mycotoxicity
that blocked oxygen from being absorbed
by his heart. He found that taking three
whole plant sources of vitamin C stopped
the damage from the black mold and eliminated the heart symptoms.

Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., has been a
physical therapist for more than 30 years,
specializing in integrative manual therapy,
using a holistic approach. She can be
reached at Yonemoto Physical Therapy,
55 S. Raymond Ave, Suite 100, Alhambra
91801. Sheila offers a Qigong “Chinese
Energy” exercise class. Your first class is
FREE. Call 626-576-0591 for more
information, or visit www.yonemoto.com.

During my search for keeping the immune system strong, most of the functional
medicine doctors were recommending
doses of 3,000 – 5,000 mg. of vitamin C.
Some doctors recommended three forms
of vitamin C as they all had different functions. Intravenous vitamin C was used in
some COVID patients in China and New
York with faster outcomes. There are many
studies and articles supporting the use of vitamin C to treat disease. Most suggest that
vitamin C be taken in divided smaller doses
throughout the day to prevent diarrhea and
stomachache and to discourage the body
from flushing excess vitamin C out of the
body.
Perhaps it is time we go back to using
this as a cornerstone immune booster,
anti-inflammation supplement, and energy
enhancer.

Gum disease may predispose
you to COVID-19
Gum disease (periodontitis) has long
been known to possess the ability to incite an
inflammatory response in gum tissue just like
how COVID-19 similarly incites a much
more severe, often lethal, inflammatory
phenomenon in the body through chemicals
called “cytokines.” In COVID-19, these cytokines bring about the severe inflammatory
responses called a “cytokine storm.” One
such cytokine, called IL17, is also found
in gum disease as well as the blood stream
of the patient with periodontitis. In other
words, one of the lethal cytokines (IL17) is
found in periodontitis when the patient does
not have COVID-19. The question then is,
does periodontitis bring about a higher risk
for COVID-19?
According to an article to be published
in the November 2020 issue of the Medical
Hypothesis: “This common pathway of
inflammatory response points toward a
possible association between periodontitis
and COVID-19 related adverse outcomes.
Understanding of this association underscores the importance of keeping periodontal
disease under check and the value of
maintaining meticulous oral hygiene in the
COVID-19 era. It also points toward the
possibility of the presence of periodontal
disease as predisposing toward COVID-19
related adverse outcomes.”
In other words, periodontitis may predispose you to COVID-19.
So, how prevalent is periodontitis?
According to the CDC, one out of every
two American adults aged 30 and over has
periodontal disease. A study published in
the Journal of Dental Research estimates that

47.2%, or 64.7 million American adults,
have mild, moderate, or severe periodontitis. In adults 65 and older, prevalence rate
is 70.1%.
So, what is periodontitis? It is a chronic
inflammatory disease that affects the gum
tissue and bone supporting the teeth. If left
untreated, periodontal disease can lead to
tooth loss and other chronic inflammatory
disease, such as diabetes, cardiovascular
disease, and even obesity.
Therefore, use your mask, practice
social distancing, and keep your teeth and
gums as healthy as possible. Seeing your
dentist can not only save your teeth, but
also your life.
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Chef Yee, third from left, and his professional assistants Chef Robert Phillips, left, and Chefs
Anne de Bonrepos, second from left, and Katelyn Hilst, right, create an outdoor pop-up
restaurant for the night shift.

Alhambra chef serves
500 health care workers
Award winning Chef Bill Yee provided
his 5-star hotel style omelet catering
services to 500 health care workers on the
COVID-19 front line at Mission Community Hospital in Panorama City in July.
Chef Yee, who is also the managing
director of the well-known Alhambra
Performing Arts Center and owner of the
Alhambra Culinary School, was invited
by ACF Western Region VP and hospital
Executive Chef Robert Phillips to bring
his L.A. Omelets Catering Service for the
doctors, nurses, med-techs, and general
staff to the hospital as appreciation for
them working under difficult conditions
during the current COVID-19 world-wide
pandemic. Chef Yee and his professional
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assistants Chefs Anne de Bonrepos and
Katelyn Hilst created an outdoor pop-up
restaurant starting at 4 a.m. for the night
shift. A short video of the event can be seen
at LA Omelets Mission Hospital July 14,
2020 YouTube.
“Our health care workers work in
dangerous and exhausting environments,
and you and your team were very happy to
provide a little distraction with tasty madeto-order omelets, hot gourmet coffee, fresh
OJ, and great music,” wrote Mission Community Hospital President Jim Theiring to
Chef Yee. "It was the most popular spot at
the hospital for these few hours. Food was
great! Thanks, chef, for coming out. Let's
do it again soon.”
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Bun ‘n Burger offers parking lot dining, take-out
BY JEWELYN CO
Bun ‘n Burger, 1000 E. Main St, began offering temporary outdoor dining soon after the county permitted
restaurants to offer it. Instead of keeping their business
doors closed at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic
in March, Bun ‘n Burger stood strong and continued to
serve the community by offering take-out orders.
Indoor dining was resumed for a short period of time
but was then restricted again when the state announced
forced shutdown of indoor dining and services to slow the
increasing rates of the infection. This vintage eclectic “blast
from the past” eatery has been in Alhambra since 1941
and has experienced many decades of historical events,
including WWII, 9/11, and the COVID-19 pandemic,
and yet the restaurant continues to provide its services.
Small business owners Arturo and Alicia Sanchez, with
their daughter, Vanessa Montes, all agreed the pandemic
has affected them mentally, physically, and financially. “It
has been a struggle since the beginning of the pandemic,”
Vanessa said. “People were used to coming to us to dine
in, but when we had to close our dining room, people had
refused order take-outs because they wanted the experience
of dining here. We had felt the loss of business then, but
when we were permitted to re-open to indoor dining, we
started to get our business back. It was devastating to have
to close the indoor dining again, but we have been fortunate to have the support to continue our services through
outdoor dining.”
With patio and parking lot dining, which includes eight
tables, Bun ‘n Burger remains open
for business. A returning customer of
many years remarked, “I am glad they
are open for accessible dining again
after four months of [customers] not
being able to dine here.”
Training and learning how to
operate during the new norm has been
a challenging experience for everyone.
The family has to support and help
each other operate the business since
the staff has been decreased. “The
moving of tables and chairs in and out
daily and having to provide services
outside can be exhausting and stressful,
but something is better than nothing,”
said Alicia. ”This is the time to learn to
survive and use what we have. We can’t
give up, and we have to take in what we
can get.”
Bun ‘n Burger is taking all measures
to keep customers safe by following all
the health guidelines, such as enforcing
social distancing, wearing safety gear
like face shields, face masks, and hand
gloves, and providing available sanitation stations. They have implemented
new refill policies with the change
of clean cups every refill, and coffee
kettles may no longer be brought out
to the tables to refill a cup. They keep
their menus sanitized and clean them
after every use. Finished plates cannot
be removed and have to be left on
the table until the party has finished
dining. “The process can be exhausting
and costly, but we have to make sure
that our customers feel safe.” Vanessa
explained.
The fascinating antiques and vintage
interior will not be adored by diners
for a while, but their all-time menu
can still be enjoyed for take-outs and
outdoor dining seven days a week.
Customers can delight in the varieties
of burgers, American breakfast classics,
and Mexican authentic food, such as
menudo, tamales, huevos rancheros,
and chilaquiles. New on the menu
are breakfast favorites poblano omelet
and Popeye omelet. Daily specials are
also available, such as the deep fried
shrimp dinner, chicken milanesa, and
strawberry waffles.
“We want to thank the community,
our customers, and everyone who has
been supporting us throughout this
time,” Arturo said. “We would like to
give a huge thank you to the Paulson
family for supporting and giving us the

Bun ‘n Burger is located at 1000 E. Main St.

Parking lot dining.

opportunity to continue
building Bun ‘n Burger.”
Call for take-out
orders, curbside pickup,
business hours, and outdoor dining information
at 626-281-6777, or
visit their website at originalbunnburger.com for
menu information. Keep
up to date on their social
media, @bunnburger on Rib eye steak dinner served with soup and Deep fried shrimp dinner with mashed potatoes
dinner rolls.
and steamed vegetables.
Instagram.
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Safe, simple rent collection

The unusual architecture of the San Gabriel Mission is still clearly visible after the July fire.

Put your rent
collection on
autopilot
Life
as
a
landlord is never
easy; there is a never-ending stream
of maintenance
requests, repairs, listings, showings, taxes, and more, but collecting rent doesn’t
have to be a chore. It takes about five
minutes to set up a PayRent account, and
you can start accepting digital payments
right away. No more stamps, lockboxes,
or trips to the bank for deposits. Your
renters can make their payments from
anywhere they have internet access, and
the funds will be deposited directly into
your bank account.
Benefits of collecting rent online
• Reporting and tracking — Tenants and landlords receive instant e-mail
notifications when payments are made.
You’ll have full accounting and tracking
of each payment — no more waiting for
checks in the mail.

• Payment control — PayRent allows you to refuse payment, accept only
full payments, or allow partial payments
for roommate scenarios. You’ll also have
the option to pay the processing fee or
pass it on to your tenants. Create a free
landlord account.
• Security — PayRent uses bank-level
encryption to minimize fraud and secure
your data, and you’ll never have to share
your private banking information with
your tenants.
• Flexible payment methods — Give
your tenants the option to pay their rent
with an e-check or by credit card. This
will give them flexibility and help ensure
rent is paid on time.

The designer of the San Gabriel Mission was inspired by his hometown Catholic Cathedral in
Cordoba, Spain.

The surprising architecture
of the San Gabriel Mission
A real estate icon of our local area, the
San Gabriel Mission, suffered a major fire
this past month. However, most people I
know have no idea of the unusual architecture of this regional landmark.
The San Gabriel Mission's architecture
is not the typical Spanish Mediterranean
design of California Missions, but rather
reflects a Moorish construction resembling
a fortress with tall walls and capped buttresses to provide additional strength to the
structure. No other California mission has
this appearance.
This historic structure illustrates Moorish
architecture, which can be seen in southern
Spain in cities like Cordoba and Granada
with the Alhambra Palace. Many experts feel
this results from the Catholic priest placed
in charge of the design and construction of
the original Mission San Gabriel Arcangel in
1805, Father Antonio Cruzado. Father Cruzado was born and raised in the cross cultural
city of Cordoba, Spain, where Spanish and
Moorish cultures blended.
California Missions, like the missions
at San Fernando and San Juan Capistrano,
typically have friendly and welcoming
architecture with arcades and courtyards
leading into them. Some missions, like
Ventura and Santa Barbara, have impressive
church entrances that generally catch your
attention. But the San Gabriel Mission has
a different appearance when you approach

it. It looks like a citadel or fortress. Windows are present, but they are long, narrow,
and elevated to minimize potential security
risks that larger windows could pose.
The Roman Catholic cathedral in the
Spanish city of Cordoba is considered one
of the world's most accomplished examples
of Moorish architecture. And the reason
for this is that the cathedral was originally
built as a mosque over 1,000 years ago in
the 784 A.D. But when King Ferdinand
III of Spain conquered Cordoba, Spain,
in 1236, the mosque was converted into a
Catholic church, which became the center
of the city.
And at the Cathedral of Cordoba, with
its Moorish heritage, Antonio Cruzado
would receive his early religious training
and be ultimately ordained into the priesthood. Father Cruzado's image of what a
church should look like was profoundly
influenced by his experiences growing up
in Cordoba, Spain.
The most distinctive feature of the
mission is the capped buttresses. A buttress
is a structure that projects from a wall to
support or reinforce the wall and minimizes lateral (sideways) movement. The walls
of the San Gabriel Mission are original and
more than 4 feet thick. The sections with
the buttresses are actually 7 feet thick.
Originally the mission was founded by
Father Junipero Serra in 1771 at a location

near the Santa Ana River in Montebello.
Flooding from the river, also known as the
Rio Hondo River, led to the mission being
relocated to San Gabriel with Father Cruzado assuming construction responsibilities
around 1800.
In recent years, the mission complex
has included the church, a winery, gardens, cemetery, patio, and an impressive
museum. So as the San Gabriel Mission is
rebuilt, keep an eye on its architecture. And
consider how the mission's architecture

reflects the wide array of cultural heritages
that have been coming together here in
California for centuries and that the highest
architectural element of the mission is the
cross over the entrance.
Gary Frueholz is a realtor with Dilbeck
Real Estate, a past member of the Alhambra
Planning Commission, a Certified Senior
Real Estate Specialist, and a Certified International Property Specialist. He can be
reached at 626-318-9436. See his stories at
www.garysstories.com.
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For 2021, Volkswagen is introducing an extensive product line update to the brand halo,
including sharpened design elements, interior refinements, and intelligent comfort systems.

2021 Volkswagen Arteon
makes world premiere

The Arteon is Volkswagen’s Gran
Turismo — marrying the sleek design of a
premium coupe to the space of a midsize
sedan. For 2021, Volkswagen is introducing
an extensive product line update to the
brand halo, including sharpened design elements, interior refinements, and intelligent
comfort systems. In Europe, Volkswagen is
enhancing the product line with a second
version — the new Arteon Shooting
Brake — alongside new powertrain options
including a plug-in hybrid drivetrain
generating 160 kW (218 PS) and Arteon R
versions with 235 kW (320 PS).
For 2021, the U.S. market Volkswagen
Arteon features a simplified trim lineup
— SE, SEL R-Line, and SEL Premium
R-Line.
The refreshed Arteon features a refined
front end with sharpened design elements.
The long, wide hood stretches across the
entire front profile to the wheelarches to
form the shoulder section. At the front it
reaches far down into the grille, emphasizing the ample width of the Arteon with its
crossbars. It’s not just avant-garde, it’s also
aerodynamic, with a drag coefficient of a
mere 0.265.
For the first time, the Arteon can also
be configured with an illuminated grille.
On midrange models, new LED daytime
running lights (DRLs) connect to form a
central light bar in the grille, surrounding
the new Volkswagen logo and using light as
the new chrome. Consequently, the Arteon
has been given a new and unmistakable
daytime and nighttime lighting signature.
The lower section of the front profile,
the front apron, has also been modified. Up
to now, this area featured four chrome bars.
These have now been transformed into

three significantly more striking chrome
bars. The outer and bottom segments of the
front apron are always the same color as the
vehicle’s paintwork, except the lateral air
intake grilles. How the equipment scopes
differ: the SE trim now has two additional,
separate air intake openings in front of
the front wheels, as well as a chrome bar
that has been integrated above the front
spoiler. In contrast, the R-Line features one
larger, continuous, bottom air intake above
the front spoiler that is surrounded by a
C-shaped section on the outside in front of
the front wheels, which has been painted in
the main vehicle color.
As drawn, the character line runs around
the entire car. It visually presses the body’s
volume downward to the ground, giving it
a dynamic appearance. The character line
starts in the radiator grille at the front and
runs smoothly across the silhouette up to
the tail light clusters. At the rear it transforms into a sharp undercut that visually
reduces the Arteon’s height and carries the
strong shoulder section toward the rear. At
the rear, the VW badge and Arteon lettering have been redesigned.
Three new colors are added for model
year 2021 — Oryx White, Kings Red
Metallic, and Lapiz Blue.
On the inside, Arteon has been
equipped with a redesigned cockpit that
has been refined to match the model’s
exclusive nature. Volkswagen’s interior
designers have redesigned the entire dash
panel — consisting of surfaces, air outlets,
and trims — the center console, including
infotainment section and air-conditioning
control, and the top sections of the door
trims. The fabrics and leather in the vehicle
interior have also been upgraded.
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