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City Council approves
Emergency Ordinance for
water conservation actions

E

Alhambra
Target to reopen

ffective June 10, 2022, Alhambra City
Council approved the implementation of
the City’s Water Shortage Contingency
Plan, based on the Governor's executive order
calling on all water agencies to move to Level 2
of those plans. This action requires the City to
implement mandatory conservation, as follows:
1. No customer of the Water Division shall use
or allow the use of water from the city to hose or
wash sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking areas,
or other paved surfaces.
2. No customer of the Water Division shall
use or allow the use of water from the city to fill
or maintain levels in decorative fountains, ponds,
lakes, and similar structures unless such structure is
equipped with a water recycling system.
3. No restaurant, hotel, café, or cafeteria, or
other public place where food is sold, served, or
offered for sale shall serve drinking water from the
department unless at the request of its customers.
4. No customer of the Water Division shall allow
water from the city to leak from any facility on his
premises or on premises under his control or fail to
effect a timely repair of any such leak.

5. No customer of the Water Division shall cause
or allow the use of water from the city to run off any
landscape areas into adjoining streets, side-walks,
parking lots or alleys due to incorrectly directed or
maintained sprinklers or excessive watering.
6. No customer of the Water Division shall use
a hose to wash cars, boats, trailers, buses or other
vehicles, or to wash building exteriors or other
hard-surfaced areas without an operating shut-off
valve.
7. No customer of the Water Division shall use
or allow the use of water from the City Water Division for landscape watering more often than every
three days.
8. No customer of the Water Division shall use
or allow the use of water for landscape watering
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
9. No customer of the Water Division shall use
or allow the use of water from the city to refill a
swimming pool, spa or hot tub emptied after the
commencement of a water shortage period.
10. No customer of the Water Division shall
irrigate ornamental turf on public street medians.
11. No customer of the Water Division shall use

>> see WATER CONSERVATION ORDINANCE Page 2

G

ood news for everyone who wants to shop local and
still enjoy the Target experience. After being shuttered
since April 22, 2022, due to water damage from intense rain and a blocked drain, our Alhambra Target is set to
reopen this week. Store manager and Chamber member Zach
Orell has been busy getting ready to welcome back employees
and shoppers. Look for more news about Target in the coming
weeks.
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The COVID-19 pandemic and 2020-221 Distance Learning school year required schools to be especially
innovative in their practices. Eleven AUSD schools and the district itself, were recognized by the State
Superintendent Tony Thurman and were honored with 2022 California Pivotal Practice Awards.

AUSD + 11 AUSD Schools Win
2022 CA Pivotal Practice Awards

C

alifornia
introduced
the 2022 California
Pivotal Practice (CAPP)
Awards to recognize the
innovative efforts by schools

and districts during Distance
Learning. One of 121 school
districts in the state to receive
the award, Alhambra Unified
School District was honored for

demonstrating support for students in student engagement,
distribution of technology, nutritional services, and/or social
emotional well-being.

>> see CA PIVOTAL PRACTICE AWARDS Page 18
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Mayor’s Corner

WATER CONSERVATION
ORDINANCE From Page 1

By Mayor Jeff Maloney

or allow the use of water from the City
Water Division for landscape watering
activities within 48 hours after measurable precipitation.
12. No customer of the Water Division shall irrigate non-functional turf at
commercial, industrial, and institutional sites, unless, the use of water is not
prohibited by this section to the extent
necessary to ensure the health of trees
and other perennial non-turf plantings
or to the extent necessary to address
an immediate health and safety need.
Non-functional turf is turf that is solely
ornamental and not regularly used for
human recreational purposes or for civic
or community events. Non-functional
turf does not include sports fields and
turf that is regularly used for human
recreational purposes or for civic or
community events.
City staff will work with the City's
water customers to educate them
regarding mandatory conservation. If
they do not comply with the provisions
set forth in Chapter 15.25.090, the
chapter does allow for staff to impose
penalties.
The effective date of this action will
be June 10, 2022 and will be in effect
until the State of California finds that a
water shortage no longer exists.
Customers who notice situations
where water is being wasted on private
or City-owned property are urged to call
the Utilities Department at 626-5705061 or email the Water Conservation
Division at waterwatcher@cityofalhambra.org.

Drought in California –
Here We Go Again!
Writing this column feels like déjà vu,
as I wrote a column on the same topic
in my first term as Mayor. It might be
repetitive, but there’s no doubt in my
mind that it’s important enough to revisit.
Contrary to popular belief, the Los
Angeles area is not a desert. This is a Mediterranean climate with warm, dry summers and mild, wet winters. We benefit
from latitude, geography, and the nearby
Pacific Ocean that gives us the weather
Southern California is famous for. But
this climate can also be unpredictable,
and we’re currently in the driest period
in over 1,200 years. The only responsible
course of action is to change our habits to
save water.
While agricultural water use dominates in many parts of the state, here
in coastal Southern California, the vast
majority of water goes to urban uses
(think residential, commercial, industrial,
etc.). Of that amount, almost 50% goes
to irrigating landscape. That’s right – in
the middle of a historic drought, we’re
literally pouring nearly half of our
potable water into the ground. We can’t
change rainfall patterns, but we can (and
we must) adapt to our new reality.
When I wrote about water and drought
issues four years ago, I was optimistic that
a modest approach on an individual basis

could help the problem. Now I feel the
time for incremental change is over. We
must think big and implement meaningful change.
Although the City recently adopted
water use restrictions as required by
the State (https://www.cityofalhambra.
org/615/Drought-Updates), more must
be done. In addition to these measures, I
am calling for the following policy changes
and projects that will support conserving
as much water locally as possible:
• Incentives and code amendments to
encourage replacement of water-intensive landscaping with California native
and drought tolerant plants on private
property;
• Moratorium on citations for dying
lawns during drought and periods of transition to drought tolerant landscaping;
• Installation of infrastructure on our
streets and public properties that capture
and treat storm water, such as green streets,
subterranean cisterns, and bioswales;
• Acceleration of the City’s tree planting program to help mitigate urban heat
island effects and to retain soil moisture;
• Code amendment to allow residents
to install gray water irrigation systems
to reuse household water safely in our
gardens;
• Increased rebates for water-saving

Mayor Jeff Maloney
devices like dual flush toilets, rain barrels,
and efficient washing machines.
While we must take measures to
conserve water, it’s important that we
don’t cut off the supply where irrigation
and outdoor water use serves the greatest
good: public parks, ballfields, and public
pools. Many Alhambra residents happen
to be renters, live in apartments, or otherwise do not have access to private yards.
Enjoyment of our parks and public
facilities is unmeasurably beneficial
to our families and I will continue to
support keeping them safe, clean, and
green.
Do you have ideas for water conservation? Concerns about the impact
of water restrictions? A suggestion for
policy changes? As always, please let me
know via email: jmaloney4alhambra@
gmail.com.
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Sasha Renée Pérez received
Congressional Woman of
the Year Award from
Congresswoman Judy Chu

On June 1, Alhambra Councilwoman Sasha Renée
Pérez was awarded the Congressional Woman of
the Year Award by Congresswoman Judy Chu. The
Congressional Women of the Year Award was created
to honor local women in the San Gabriel Valley who
have contributed to the community through service,
organizing, or leadership and is in its 12th year.
“I’m honored to be recognized by Congresswoman
Judy Chu as one of her Congressional Women of the
Year during a pivotal time in our city.” said Councilwoman Sasha Renée Pèrez. “The Congressional
Woman of the Year Award highlights the tremendous
achievements of women across the San Gabriel Valley,
and I am committed to continuing working towards
our communities’ shared goals.”
Councilwoman Pérez’s efforts to push for policies
during her time on the council have led to positive
change for the City of Alhambra and surrounding
cities. Speaking on the award, Congresswoman Chu
expressed her thoughts on honoring Councilwoman
Pérez with the award:
“Sasha Renée Pérez has proven herself as an effective changemaker and trailblazer on various issues.
I’m proud to honor her as one of my Congressional
Women of the Year Award,” said Congresswoman
Chu. “Her leadership on critical issues facing her community such as environmental sustainability, housing,
and transportation has demonstrated her commitment
to the betterment of the San Gabriel Valley.”
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Alhambra City Manager
honored with
“Community Impact Award”
Alhambra City Manager, Jessica Binnquist, was
honored on June 16, 2022
by Los Angeles Centers
for Alcohol and Drug
Abuse (L.A. CADA) with
the “Community Impact
Award” for her leadership
in the SGV and the development of the Alhambra
HOME
Team.
The
HOME Team consists of
Alhambra Police Officers,
L.A. CADA Outreach Specialists, and Department of
Mental Health Clinicians
working together to address
homelessness and mental
health issues and provide
care for the community.
Through the partnership with L.A. CADA since
2020, the City of Alhambra
has reduced homelessness
by 50%. The city’s focus on
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Alhambra Councilmembers Ross Maza and Sasha Renée Pérez
congratulate Alhambra City Manager Jessica Binnquist in
Long Beach at the L.A. CADA gala on June 16, 2022.

care and treatment is referred to as the “Alhambra model”
and is being mirrored by cities across the County of Los
Angeles. L.A. CADA is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that
provides services to people with substance abuse problems
with five offices across Los Angeles County.

Alhambra Councilwoman Sasha Renée Pérez
and Congresswoman Judy Chu.

On November 3rd, 2020, Sasha was elected to Alhambra’s City Council, making her the youngest woman
to serve in the city’s history and the youngest female
mayor in San Gabriel Valley history. She continues to
be an active community member volunteering her time
at food banks and serving as a Delegate to the California
Democratic Party and a board member to Asian Youth
Center, a 501(C)3 non-profit dedicated to empowering
low-income, immigrant, and at-risk youth.
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Seven ways
to stay active in Alhambra

Longer summer days are a great opportunity to get out, stay active, and connect
with your community! Here’s a list of
seven ways to stay active in Alhambra this
summer.
1. Take a class at Alhambra Fit
Body Boot Camp. Attendees can make
the most of their time by getting in a fullbody workout in less than 30 minutes.
Visit them at 43 E Main St.

4. Take a Martial Arts class at Kim’s
Hopkido. There’s a class for all ages and
skill levels at Kim’s Hapkido. To learn
how to join a class, visit them 947 E.
Main Street.

5. Go fishing! Did you know that
the Evike.com Superstore has an entire
fishing section with exclusive rods, reels,
2. Dance at the historic Granada and angling essentials? Get ready for your
LA. 90 years after it first opened, The next fishing trip by visiting them at 2801
Granada LA is still the best place to go W Mission Road.
dancing in Alhambra. All three floors
host a different style of Latinx dancing
every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday night.
If you prefer to do your dancing in the
daylight, The Granada also teaches over
25 group and individual classes throughout the week. To find out more, visit
them at 17 S 1st Street.

6. Take a walk to see Alhambra’s
movies and concerts in the park. There’s
a concert in the park every Friday, and a
movie in the park every Saturday for the
entire month of July. Consider walking
to the park instead of circling the block
multiple times to try and find parking.
3. Take a lap at the YMCA’s indoor
pool. Swimming is a great low-impact
activity, but not everyone can swim
under the summer sun. The West San
Gabriel Valley YMCA’s indoor pool helps
swimmers get the pool time they need,
while avoiding the uv-rays they don’t.
Non-members will need to purchase a
day-pass at the front desk. Visit them
this summer at 401 Corto Street.

7. Have the Mobi Fit bus come to
you. Getting to the gym in 90 percent of
the battle. Have the gym and a personal
trainer come to you by booking a session
with Mobi Fit, the workout that comes
to you. To learn more, visit them at www.
mobi-fit.com/

Local student’s photo
featured at Getty Museum
While on a trip to Japan, Alhambra
Unified School District student Alina
Wong photographed two sisters holding
hands, with her iPhone. She submitted that
photo as part of the Getty’s Unshuttered
competition. Her photo was one of 20
selected winners out of 1,700 entries from
48 states and 16 countries.
From the Getty website: “Discover
photographs selected from a recent nationwide open call inviting teens to share what
reconnecting looks like during the shifting
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. Fo-

cused on the theme, Reconnecting with...,
the selected photographs were creatively
reinterpreted as posters by artists affiliated
with Amplifier, a nonprofit design lab. Collectively, these works highlight the ways we
can connect, bond, and nurture ourselves,
our relationships, and our interests.”
Alina’s photo will be exhibited at the
J. Paul Getty Museum through October
16, 2022. You may see her photo, the
Amplifier-affiliated artist’s interpretation,
and learn more about the project at
unshuttered.org.
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The Chamber View

Creating a Healthy Alhambra
By John Bwarie
CEO, Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
“The first wealth is health,” according
to American philosopher Ralph Waldo
Emerson. As many business owners
know, it’s a challenge to exercise, eat right,
and make health-conscious decisions
while managing employees, operations,
and everything else that keeps the doors
open. We’re lucky that Alhambra offers
so many ways to do the right thing, just
by stepping outside and enjoying the
parks, restaurants, and shopping that our
community offers. Of course, summer
provides an extra incentive for getting
fit, with the warm months giving us the
opportunity to cool off in shorts and
bathing suits.
As we head full-throttle into Summer
of 2022, the heat is upon us and the sun
beckons – it’s time to get out into the
city and reconnect with ourselves, our
neighbors, and our community. Perhaps
the best way to get focused on fitness is by
joining with friends in a new activity. Our
community has clubs, volunteer groups,
and other ways to meet new people.
Remember, the Chamber has a full slate
of events, where you can mix and mingle
with other business and civic leaders.
And along with the warmth of our
summer days, business is also roaring
back this summer. With the opening of
Raising Cane’s on Valley last month, and
the anticipated reopening of Target this
month, vacancies are being filled. And in
other great news for our economic vitality, we’re seeing more businesses seeking
to call Alhambra their home. Along with
big name retailers and employers, we are
proud of an amazing array of small local
mom-and-pop businesses, like Toyzilla
Card Fusion, which we feature in this
issue.
With the launch of Alhambra
Restaurant of the Week last month, the
Chamber is actively working to support
the restaurants in our city. We will be
launching a Micro Dining Discovery
Program in the coming months to further
support our mom-and-pop restaurants
with grants, marketing support, and technical assistance. And with all the unique
and delicious food to enjoy, we also have
to stay active.
Check out the local gyms and fitness

John Bwarie

CEO Alhambra Chamber of
Commerce
salons that can keep you fit and having
fun. Health is about balance: for ourselves
as individuals and in creating the balance
of what a community needs for its mix of
businesses. Our mission is to assess the
market trends and, at the same time, focus
on the desires of our residents. This balance creates a healthy, vibrant economy.
Remember, when you can spend your
money in the city, you’re keeping your tax
dollars invested locally, as well.
Along with everything you can do for
your personal wellness and the health
of our community, keep in mind we’re
all conserving water during drought
conditions. You can make a difference by
monitoring the water you use at home or
in the workplace. You’ll even notice that
restaurants won’t automatically serve water when you’re seated, as a way to preserve
this precious natural resource.
And, speaking of health and wellness,
make sure to keep an eye on pets this
summer. Hot weather means keeping
their water bowls full, checking if the
pavement is too hot for paws, and taking
your pets in the house before fireworks or
other celebrations get noisy. If you’d like
to add a companion to your household,
check out the Pets of Month feature.
Stay healthy and enjoy July in
Alhambra!
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Special July 10 Art
Exhibit of Impressionist
Pil Ho Lee
On Sunday, July 10 acclaimed impressionist artist
Pil Ho Lee will be exhibiting
his paintings in the Fellowship
Hall of Gateway Community
Church from 12-3 p.m. The
public is welcome to this free
exhibition.
Pil was born in Seoul, South
Korea. Because his father was a
gifted artist, Pil also naturally
developed a love for art. When
he was nine years old, his
family immigrated to Los Angeles. As an
immigrant, he found that drawing was a
language that immediately enabled him to
connect meaningfully with his classmates
and during those early grade school years,
his school's art teacher, kindled his growing
love for art. Recognizing his gift, she often
pulled him out of class for special art sessions
with a handful of other gifted students.
In college, Pil decided on a career in
graphic design, earning his Bachelor of
Fine Arts in Visual Communications at
Cal State Long Beach. He then spent 20
years in advertising and design as an art
director and designer. At that point he was
encouraged by his mentor to give more time
to his painting, and so in 2018 Pil began to
pursue his career as an artist full-time. His

art quickly gained attention as indicated by
his invitation the last five years to exhibit at
the Laguna Beach Festival of Arts.
Pil believes that artists are to play a role
in the exaltation of transcendent truth and
beauty and his goal is to create, as skillfully
and as honestly as he can, works of beauty
that connect deeply with people. Pil lives
in Orange, California with his wife and
daughter.
His exhibit is part of Gateway Community Church's "Creativity Sunday"
with a special talk on creativity and Pil Ho
Lee sharing the story of his career as part
of 10 -11:30 a.m. morning service. All are
welcome to the service and/or the exhibit
afterwards. A great outing for friends and
family!

Notary services

are available at the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.
Must call for appointment.
626-282-8481
Observe COVID-19 guidelines.
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Local Sports News from Alhambra High School
By Mike Koski, President
Alhambra High School Sports
Hall of Fame Committee

Alhambra Baseball
The Moors Baseball Program recently
held their Awards Banquet for the 2022
season. Justin Flores was named the Varsity
Ralph Kiner Most Valuable Player and
also received the Max West Power Hitter
Award. Daniel Coronado and Matt Garcia
were named the Dan Larson Co-Pitchers
of the Year, while Joshua Candelaria was
named Maynard Horst Most Inspirational
Player. The Most Improved Player Award
went to Jason Hernandez, while Josh Soto
took home the Gold Glove Award. Jason
was also honored for setting a new school
record for stolen bases in a season with 28
steals.
The Moors were well represented on the
Almont All-League Team by First Teamers
Justin Flores and Jason Hernandez, and
Second Teamers Josh Soto and Carlos
Hernandez. Honorable Mention went to
Matt Garcia and Damian Chacon.
The Junior Varsity Most Valuable Player
went out to Edgar Ponce, Ryan Gomez
took the JV Pitcher of the Year, and Walter
Rodriguez was named the Most Inspirational Player.
Isaiah Lerma was named Most Valuable
Player for the Frosh Team, Jacob Rodriguez
taking home the Pitcher of the Year, and
George Jimenez received the Most Inspirational Player Award.
San Gabriel Valley High School AllStar Baseball Game
After a two-year absence due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 26th San Gabriel
Valley High School Baseball All-Star Game
was held at San Dimas High School on
June 5th. 51 seniors from 26 high schools
were divided up into two teams, Blue and
Red. The two teams played a great game
which was won by the Blue Team, 7-6.
Former Moors Head Coach Steve Gewecke

Author Clive Cussler (1949), Supermodel Cheryl Tiegs (1965) & Founder of
Oakley Eyewear Jim Jannard (1967) will
also be honored as Distinguished Alumni.
The Keynote Speaker will be AHS Hall of
Famer Michele Hopper Buchicchio, Class

of 1973.
Tickets to the Hall of Fame luncheon
are available for $60 per person; more
information and a reservation form can be
found at ahshalloffame.com or by email at
ahssportshalloffame@gmail.com.

Getting Through It

“Our Biggest Killer:
Extreme Heat”
Moors All-Star Justin Flores and Former
Moors Varsity Baseball Head Coach Steve
Gewecke.

threw out the first pitch and was inducted
into the SGV Coaches Hall of Honor prior
to the game. The Moors were represented
by Justin Flores who played the entire game
rotating between outfield and first base.
AHS Sports Hall of Fame Luncheon
Update
After being postponed twice in the last
year and a half, the AHS Sports Hall of
Fame Luncheon will take place on Sunday,
October 23rd, at Almansor Court. This
year’s Inductees are: Mike Blower (1965
Football), Sharon Grant (1967 Drill
Team), Raul Morales (1969 Baseball),
Joe Hiti (1978 Football/Baseball), Larry
McGee (1978 Baseball), Reggie Hawkins
(1981 Football/Track), Chris Aparicio
(1986 Football/Baseball), Paige Hashimoto
(1988 Basketball), Robert Montoya (1990
Football), Mary Ong (2005 Track), Steve
Gewecke (Coach), Roger Lawson (Coach),
1939 Varsity Football Team, & 2012 Varsity Baseball Team.

By Dr. Lucy Jones

Few people are afraid of hot weather;
however, on average in the United States,
it kills more people per year than most
other geologic or atmospheric events.
And more extreme heat days are coming.
In early June of this year, the National
Weather Service reported that several
U.S. cities set or tied records for their
highest temperature, and more than 100
million Americans have already received
temperature warnings for the 2022
summer season. With more temperature
records to be broken and excessive heat
warnings to be sent this year, let’s look
at extreme heat and what it means for us
now and in the near future as we try to
keep calm and cool.
The technical definition of extreme
heat is temperature that threatens
human life, exceeding 95 degrees Fahrenheit (or 35°C). A “heat wave” is not
a technical term, but indicates multiple
dangerous days in a row over 95 degrees
Fahrenheit. Extreme heat is so dangerous
because humans have an internal regular
temperature of around 98.6°F. When
the atmospheric temperature exceeds 95
degrees, our usual mechanisms for regulating heat start to struggle. In normal
settings, heat is generated as the body
processes food. Sweating and panting
are mechanisms to evaporate liquid that
allows cooling. If it is hotter than 95°F,
there are no mechanisms that can effectively cool the body down and the risk of
overheating increases. When the body’s
internal temperature cannot cool down
because the outside temperature is too
hot, heat stroke, which can be deadly,
occurs.
Despite the fact that heat is the deadliest meteorological event, it has become
normalized. It doesn’t feel like a risk, and
we tend to even celebrate hot summer
days! We need to overcome our bias and
recognize heat for the danger it is.
Heat doesn't just make us feel hotter
on summer days, but also impacts our
global systems. The warming of the atmosphere changes the weather patterns,
ocean circulation, and moisture flow that
helps regulate the temperature. There will
be more extreme heat days around the
world– recognizing that it is already our
deadliest weather– and the conditions
will be worsening as the climate keeps
changing.
The weather forecasts of over 95°F
should be seen as a disaster warning.
People usually think of disasters in terms
of their ability to cause deaths. On a
national average for both tornadoes,
hurricanes, and floods, around 85

Dr. Lucy Jones
people were killed in the last decade.
Earthquakes also average at around 100
people per year. By comparison, the
amount of deaths from heat ranges from
700 to 1,300 people per year. Extreme
heat days are dangerous events that are
far more likely to cause deaths than
the other events people tend to worry
about. On this basis, we should take this
disaster more seriously.
The losses from extreme heat, just
like every disaster, are preventable if
the appropriate steps are taken. Start by
recognizing heat for the danger it is and
change your behaviors accordingly. For
example, do high exertion activities at
non-peak times. Remember that your
pets can overheat, as well, if they stay
outside. While air conditioning may be
common in some places, heat is spreading to places where air conditioning is
not common and other home cooling
methods are necessary. Like with every
disaster, think about your community.
There are members of your community
who may live alone which puts them
at greater risk. Make sure to check on
them. Community and social connection is what protects us from disasters.
Disaster risk is not distributed equally. Thinking ahead to prevent the loss
of life can make the heat manageable.
We will be needing to do this more
going forward as climate change makes
extreme heat a more regular occurrence.
The hazard is inevitable, but the disaster
is not.
Dr. Lucy Jones is a seismologist and
founder of the Dr. Lucy Jones Center for
Science and Society. She is the author of
the book, The Big Ones (Doubleday, April
2018) and is also a Research Associate at
the Seismological Laboratory of Caltech, a
post she has held since 1984. She hosts a
weekly podcast by the same name as this
column: Getting Through It.
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Your Insurance

All Around the Town

Suspended driver's license?
You may need an SR-22!
By Regina Talbot

If your driver's license has been
suspended, the Department of Motor
Vehicles may require you to obtain an
SR-22 document, also known as a Certificate of Financial Responsibility. An
SR-22 verifies the purchase of vehicle
insurance coverage required by the state
for reinstatement of driving privileges.
Reasons an SR-22 may be required
The requirement to have an SR-22 is
typically associated with:
• Multiple traffic offenses
• DUIs, DWIs or other serious
moving violations
• License suspension or revocation
• Violations for failure to maintain
the mandatory insurance coverage
required in your state.
If you are required to get an SR-22,
the traffic court where you appeared
or the Department of Motor Vehicles
will notify you by mail. The insurance
company will charge a fee for providing
an SR-22 certificate on your behalf. The
amount of the fee and any additional
fees due may differ by state.
Typical SR-22 terms
Generally, you must retain both the
SR-22 and your insurance policy for
approximately three years. If your insurance policy lapses, your insurer is required by law to notify the Department
of Motor Vehicles office. Your license
will be suspended until your insurance
has been reinstated. Then once you
have met your SR-22 obligations for the
prescribed amount of time, your SR-22
status will be removed.
Contact your insurance agent for
more SR-22 information, and to deter-
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Regina Talbot

Talbot Insurance Agency Inc.
State Farm Insurance
Regina Talbot, Agent
Insurance License #: 0G05807
(626) 357-3401
mine the SR-22 and liability insurance
requirements in your state. Your insurance agent can assist you in obtaining insurance and the SR-22 certificate through
an insurance provider in your area.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by State Farm Agent Regina
Talbot, who is responsible for the content.
Around Alhambra does not endorse financial advice recommended by this author or
any other provider. For more information,
contact State Farm Agent Regina Talbot at
(626) 357-3401.

Alhambra welcomed two
new businesses into the
community this month

By Glenn Barnett
If you want to talk about service to
the community and the country, you
need look no further than Joe ‘Peppy’
Scirra. Currently 97 years old, Peppy
was a combat veteran in World War
II who was awarded a Bronze Star for
bravery under fire during the liberation
of the Philippines.
After the war he came to Alhambra
and opened a meat market called
Peppy’s Meats at the southeast corner
of Atlantic and Alhambra Rd. In those
days, a whole side of beef or whole
pig was delivered to him and Peppey
would process the meat to customer’s
specifications. During the 34 years he
owned the market, he joined with other
business leaders to purchase a building
for the Chamber of Commerce, which
they still use today and later headed up
efforts to remodel the building. Peppy is
also the Dean of the Alhambra’s Rotary
Club, having been a member for 60
years. For the last 22 years, though retired, Peppy has led the Rotary Club in
its annual spring charitable event known
as ‘Peppy’s Walk’ or ‘the Heart Walk’ in
which he led participants in a pleasant
morning walk. The walk is a fundraiser
benefiting Children’s Hospital of Los
Angeles.
To date, Peppy and friends have
raised over $200,000 for the important
work of the hospital. This year, he was
able to present a check to Children’s
Hospital for $5,000 from the generous
contributions of Rotarians and community-minded friends, supporters and
businesses such as this year’s donors
Transtech, Rose Hills, The Alhambra/
Ratkovich Company and Republic
Services.
Spring time also saw an important
civic event, Memorial Day. Every year,
city officials, veteran,s and the public

Glenn Barnett
gather to remember Alhambra’s military
personnel who gave ‘the last full measure
of devotion’ fighting in our nation’s wars.
From World War I to Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Alhambra’s young people have
paid the ultimate price.
The event was held at the Veteran’s
corner in Alhambra Park and was hosted
by the City of Alhambra and local Post
139 of the American Legion. Logistics
such as seating, shade and refreshments
are handled by the Parks and Recreation
Department. Live music was provided by
the Pete Jacobs Band: Wartime Singers
who sang songs from the ‘40s and led the
singing of the national anthem. The day’s
program included contributions of the
Police and Fire Departments, Cub Scouts
and Girl Scouts. Brief remarks were made
by Mayor Jeff Maloney and American Legion Post Commander Gilbert Cardoza.
Following the short program, everyone
in attendance was invited to Post 139 for
refreshments and a social gathering.
There is a lot going on in Alhambra,
and that’s no secret.

Lt. to Rt. Joe ‘Peppy’ Scirra, Connie Sanchez from Children’s Hospital and Dr. Steve
Placido, President of the Alhambra Rotary Club.

Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers

1300 E Valley Blvd - www.raisingcanes.com
Famous for their slogan,
“Peace, Sauce, and Chicken Fingers, the Raising Cane’s
was named among the 100 best employers for women.

Comfort Paradise Training Institute

1227 W Valley Blvd, Unit 117 - https://comfortparadiseti.com/
CPTI trains students to become certified nurse assistants, who learn how
to help with patient care, both in-home and in medical facilities.
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Alhambra Chamber Asks…
Each month, Around Alhambra asks people in our community to answer
a question about life in Alhambra. This month, we posed this question to
community members from across the city:

“What’s the best way to stay
active in Alhambra?”
Their answers ranged, but their answers are great examples of things that
make Alhambra unique.

The best way to get out in Alhambra is to
keep updated with what the city posts
online. There’s so many activities for
kids and families. Keep up to date and
aware with what’s going on.”
Amy Chang, resident

Alhambra has many unique places to
visit, eat, and shop on-foot. We have
Nucleus Gallery on Main Street, the
weekly farmers market, and our many
parks.”
Councilmember Katherine Lee

In Their Own Words
When you first meet Dahveed Kolodny-Nagy, you’re likely to hear him express
his gratitude to the Alhambra community for supporting his passion project and
business, Toyzilla Card Fusion on Main
Street. Dahveed describes Toyzilla as a
“collector’s paradise.” Behind the doors,
collectors can find everything from
trading cards, unique plush toys, action
figures, playing cards, and an abundance
of Funko Pops. The shop has an array of
vintage toys, DC and Marvel Universe
figurines, and some very special Gozilla
action figures. There’s even a few one-ofkind toys with packaging designed by the
store’s owner.
The store was founded in 2017 by
Dahveed Kolodny-Nagy and his wife
Lisa Mao. “I have been working in toy
stores for over 25 years,” Dahveed shared.
“I used my childhood bedroom to start
selling toys. Then, when my wife and I
decided to open a toy store of our own,
we couldn’t think of a better location
than Lisa’s adopted hometown of Alham-

bra.” Unfortunately, Lisa passed away
last year, but Dahveed finds her spirit still
lives on in their toy store.
Dahveed feels the most unique item
in the store has to be their Toyzilla
certified-signed Funko Pops, which have
been signed by their namesakes during
live events. These unique items can be
purchased during the Toyzilla Swap
Meet that’s held the last Saturday of the
Month. You can also find them in store,
Tuesday through Sunday.
Dahveed welcomes collectors, toy
lovers, and browsers to visit his store and
find new and old treasures at Toyzilla
Card Fusion on 43 E Main Street.
If you have a story you would like us to
consider for our “In Their Own Words”
series, please submit it (with a photo if
you like) to aa@alhambrachamber.org.
We reserve the sole right to approve it for
publication, as well as edit it and make
revisions. Publication does not reflect
endorsement.

Toyzila Card Fusion owner, Dahveed Kolodny-Nagy, shows off some of the shops collectible
Funko Pops!

I think the best way to stay active
in Alhambra is going to the many
parks or gyms in the city. Exercise
and other ways to stay active are
accessible here.”
Jacob Macias, resident

Walking, like Noemi does
almost every day!
The sidewalks and
crosswalks here are
good and safe enough
for Noemi to use at
almost 80-years-old.”
Catalina Toscano and
Noemi Pla, residents
Do you have an answer to this month’s question?
Post your answer by the end of the Month on our
Facebook (@AlhambraChamberofCommerce) or
Instagram (@alhambrachamber) page with the hashtag #AlhambraChamberAsks,
and you could be selected to win a Chamber Prize Pack!

Toyzilla isn’t just for toys! Magic: The Gathering, Pokemon,
Yu-Gi-Oh, and other trading cards can be found within
the shop.
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Congresswoman Judy Chu
Carin Gasca
Mark & Susan Paulson

Wendy & Robert Solis
Honorable Kenneth Tang
San Gabriel Water Municipal District
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Local Soroptimist Members Celebrate Honors and Anniversaries
By Julie Carlson

The Soroptimist International Camino
Real Region recently honored Maureen
Bateman and Dr. Annie Chin Siu, two
members of the Soroptimist Alhambra
club. These individuals were recognized
for their longstanding membership in the
organization as well as their commitment to
service, which has helped women and girls.
Maureen Bateman, who joined Soroptimist in 1981, received a special commemorative 40-year pin. Bateman is a retired
junior high school teacher. She was also a
school VP, and a Principal of two schools in
the Garvey Unified School District. Later,
she served at the District level in administration, retiring in 2003. For 21 years, she

20.99

was a member of Lincoln Training Center
board of directors. Bateman has also
dedicated her time to the Mater Dolorosa
Passionist Retreat House in Sierra Madre
and Ramona Convent Secondary School,
of which she is an alum.
“I joined Soroptimist in order to help
women, and in the 40 years I have seen it
expand out to help women and girls,” she
said. “I was able to meet a lot of new people
I have never known before. In my 40 years
in Soroptimist, I have been very proud
to help support women and girls in their
endeavors to succeed.”
For her long-time membership, Dr. Annie Chin Siu, also received a beautiful 65year pin. In 1950, Siu was the first woman

$

Expires 7-31-2022

Expires 7-31-2022

and first Chinese woman to attend the
UC San Francisco’s Dental School. She
opened her own practice in Alhambra
five years later. Dr. Siu is also a retired
professor of undergraduate orthodontics
at the School of Dentistry at USC. She
served on boards of the YMCA, United
Way, and was the president of the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce. Dr.
Siu implemented the Rose Queen and
Court luncheon in Alhambra.
“Making a difference in people’s lives
is creating the network of life – like
weaving a fabric that supports and
enhances life,” she said. “Be brave by
opening doors and walking through
them to experience new opportunities
for yourself and others.”
To learn more about Soroptimist visit
www.soroptimstalhambra.org.
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Water Conservation Levels are Lagging!
Water Use is Actually Increasing…
Please Conserve Now!
The big news this month is not that the
drought is worsening, or that groundwater
levels in the Main San Gabriel Basin are
below desired levels, or that imported
water deliveries via the State Water Project
have been reduced to just 5% of planned
allocations.
What is surprising is that water use is
increasing and conservation efforts are

failing to reach desired levels. In California,
urban water use rose 19% in March, with
the worst increases in southern California.
Statewide cumulative water savings since
July 2021 have amounted to just 3.7%. We
are NOT achieving voluntary conservation
levels of 15%, as requested by the State
earlier this year. That may lead to water
supply shortages and more stringent water
use restrictions and penalties, such as the
mandatory 25% reduction in water use
ordered during the 2012-2016 drought.
Local water suppliers, such as the
District’s member cities of Alhambra,
Azusa, Monterey Park and Sierra Madre,
must now activate “Level 2” of their local
drought contingency plans to prepare for a
water shortage of up to 20%. Some nearby
water agencies, such as the Metropolitan
Water District, have imposed water use
restrictions aimed at reducing water use by
about 35%.
Water conservation works and is the
cheapest means of saving water. Every drop
of water we save is one that does not need
to be pumped, stored, treated, imported,
transported, recycled, desalinated…or
paid for! Don’t forget to follow Alhambra’s
guidelines for water conservation (https://
www.cityofalhambra.org/575/Water-Con-

Mark Paulson

Board of Directors,
Division I – Alhambra
San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District
servation) and beware penalties and
enforcement measures are increasing!
Please visit the San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District’s website, www.
sgvmwd.com, to learn about the District’s
rebate programs, OWL Community Grant
Program, water saving tips, educational
videos and materials, direct-install irrigation systems, and community outreach
and speakers’ bureau programs. Our new
gardening tips are customized to meet the
needs of Alhambra property owners.
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2022 Veronica Thee
Service Awards
By Julie Carlson

Soroptimist International of Alhambra
celebrated three outstanding young women
for their exemplary service in their community. The 2022 Veronica Thee Service
Awards luncheon was held on June 7 at the
Hilton San Gabriel/Los Angeles.
Marisa Gomez, a graduate of Ramona
Convent Secondary School, was the
first-place recipient. She volunteered with
Huntington Hospital in the neurology and
orthopedics recovery unit. This opportunity
gave her insight into working in the medical
field and the opportunity to interact with a
variety of patients. “It helped me to see the
direct impact I have on people’s lives, and
positively affect their physical and mental
well-being,” she explained. Gomez enjoyed
taking the time to have conversations
with patients, as well as provide ice packs
and water. Aside from volunteering at the
hospital, Gomez also created a peer group
counseling program at school to help girls
struggling both mentally and emotionally.
“By creating this group, not only did I help
other girls, but I embraced my own fears.
Knowing that I am helping others brings a
smile to my face.”
Second place winner Johanna Sycip, a
graduate of San Gabriel High School, volunteers with Affirmed By Grace, a homeless
ministry. “One goal that Affirmed By Grace
works toward is informing the community
that stereotypes of homeless individuals
and homelessness are simply myths,” Sycip

said. “This misinformation is problematic,
as it further stigmatizes a population that is
already marginalized.” Affirmed By Grace
provides the unhoused with a hot meal for
dinner. Once a month, we put together
bags of toiletries and snacks called Blessing
Bags. “I am a Chinese-Filipino teenage
woman with a mission to bring hope and
love to the less privileged and outcasts of
society. Helping to meet their everyday
essential needs is a blessing that I don’t take
for granted.”
Given her passion for environmental
science, third place winner Jimena Romano
Silva, a graduate of Alhambra High School,
joined the Environmental Resources
Awareness Society at school. She eventually
became the club’s President. While the club
originally had only 10 members, through
avid campaigning, Romano Silva and her
fellow cabinet members recruited over 50
students to join. “With a substantial basis
of environmental supporters, I had the
platform to advocate for sustainability,” she
said. Romano Silva organized projects to
promote water conservation, eco-friendly
reusable products, and sustainable living.
She also implemented the creation of a
California native plant garden on campus.
The Veronica Thee Service Awards is
named in honor of a 40-year Soroptimist member who enjoyed serving her
community.
To learn more about Soroptimist visit
www.soroptimistalhambra.org.
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Daily Holidays and Observances

Here are all the special days and observances you can celebrate in
July 2022, to spark your ideas for how you can make every day special.

July 1 : National U.S. Postage Stamp Day
July 2 : Hop-A-Park Day
July 3 : National Fried Clam Day
July 4 : Independence Day
July 5 : National Apple Turnover Day
July 6 : National Fried Chicken Day
July 7 : National Dive Bar Day
July 8 : National Freezer Pop Day
July 9 : National Sugar Cookie Day
July 10 : National Piña Colada Day
July 11 : National 7-11 Day
July 12 : Paper Bag Day
July 13 : National French Fry Day
July 14 : National Mac & Cheese Day
July 15 : National Give Something Away Day
July 16 : National Corn Fritters Day
July 17 : National Ice Cream Day
July 18 : National Sour Candy Day
July 19 : New Friends Day
July 20 : Fortune Cookie Day
July 21 : Get to Know Your Customer Day
July 22 : National Mango Day
July 23 : National Vanilla Ice Cream Day
July 24 : National Drive-Thru Day
July 25 : National Wine and Cheese Day
July 26 : National Bagelfest Day
July 27 : National Scotch Day
July 28 : National Chili Dog Day
July 29 : National Lipstick Day
July 30 : National Cheesecake Day
July 31 : National Avocado Day
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Alhambra Museum
Grand Re-Opening

The Alhambra Historical Society will
be hosting a Grand Re-Opening of the
Alhambra Historical Museum on Saturday
July 2 from 1 – 4 PM. The Museum is located at 1550 W. Alhambra Rd, Alhambra.
Docent-led tours will be provided to show
displays of early Alhambra history, lifestyle,
school system and community services.
There will be a special display honoring
past Independence Day celebrations in the

City of Alhambra, and an overview of their
archival and research center will be offered.
Come learn about Alhambra’s past history
and its community. Information will be
available on becoming a new member
of the Alhambra Historical Society and
volunteering at the Museum. The Grand
Re-Opening is FREE to the public; refreshments will be served, and masks will
be required.

Ramona Convent Senior
Publishes Her First Book

Ramona Convent Senior Yuexi “Betty”
Su recently published her first book,
Revisiting the Analects in an Interconnected
World. In her book, Yuexi offers insightful
explanations for each of the 500 entries in
The Analects of Confucius over the course of
two years of high school. It's an irreplaceable collection of work to help the western
world understand Chinese traditional
culture. Being familiar with traditional
Chinese culture and having profound
insights into the integration of eastern and
western cultures, Yuexi sought wisdom
from The Analects from the perspective of
a modern teenager solving life puzzles and
shaping her personality practically. She also
searched for the values The Analects would
bring to today's western culture. Based
on these two perspectives, the publication
of this book will help strengthen cultural
exchanges between China and the western
world and reawaken readers' enthusiasm for
the pursuit of the goodness and beauty of
human nature.
Yuexi loves journalism and communication and will be studying this at UC Davis
in the fall. She's read many classic works
of communication and has also published
related papers. Cultural exchange is an
essential branch of communication, and
publishing is an indispensable way to make
exchange and mutual understanding happen. Yuexi hopes to continue doing more

To inquire about
these adoptable animals,
contact the San Gabriel
Valley Humane Society at
626-286-1159, or visit at
851 E. Grand Ave., San
Gabriel. Adoption hours
are 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Tuesday through
Sunday. The shelter is
closed on Mondays.
Directions and photos of
many more dogs and cats
can be found online at
www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee for
cats is $99, which includes
spay/neuter, vaccinations,
de-worming, FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 - $145
dog adoption fee includes
microchip, vaccinations,
spay/neuter surgery, and

de-worming, as well as a
free health check-up at a
participating vet (some
breeds slightly higher).
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same time
for a reduced fee.
The Senior for Senior
Program offers pets for
$39 each.

Siberian Husky and Alaskan
Malamute Mix • Young • Male •
Large

The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.

Playful Pal! Bartok is a 1-year and 7
months-old male Siberian Husky and
Alaskan Malamute mix. He has a goodlooking white and gray coat. Bartok is a
talkative boy who loves playing with stuffed
toys. He is young, so will need some basic
obedience training. To schedule a "Meet
and Greet" appointment for Bartok, call
the San Gabriel Valley Humane Society at
626-286-1159. Or inquire online through
our website at https://www.sgvhumane.org/
adopt

Bartok

Bruno
German Shepherd and
Bloodhound Mix • Adult • Male •
Large
Runner’s Best Friend! Bruno is a 2 ½
year old male German Shepherd and
Bloodhound mix. This energetic boy has a
handsome black and brown coat. Bruno
is very strong and will need some basic
obedience training. He enjoys running
and would do best in a big yard with a
high fence. To schedule a "Meet and Greet"
appointment with this sweet boy Bruno,
call the San Gabriel Valley Humane
Society at 626-286-1159. Or inquire
online through our website at https://www.
sgvhumane.org/adopt

Yuexi “Betty” Su

beneficial things in the communication
realm to foster a bridge between Chinese
and American culture.
Ramona Convent is a welcoming
Catholic college-prep high school for
young women committed to excellence
in education. Ramona’s graduates are empowered, resilient, socially conscious leaders well-prepared to meet the challenges of
life as contributing members of the global
community with the strength of a legacy
of more than 130 years of distinction.

Hiram
Pomeranian Mix • Senior • Male
• Small
Calm Companion at a Discount! Hiram is
a 12-year-old male Pomeranian mix. This
senior gentleman has an attractive red and
white coat. Hiram enjoys naps and barking
at birds and squirrels. He would prefer a
quiet adult home. Hiram is eligible for the
"Senior for Senior" discount program. To
schedule a "Meet and Greet" appointment
with Hiram, call the San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society at 626-286-1159. Or
inquire online through our website at https://
www.sgvhumane.org/adopt
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Alhambra Unified Transitional
Kindergarten Expands
Creativity, Curiosity,
Wonder for Littlest Learners
Four-year-old’s turning five
between September 2 and February 2 can enroll in Alhambra
USD 2022-23 Transitional
Kindergarten, a full school day
program lovingly redesigned
with a Purposeful Play framework to welcome these littlest
learners.
AUSD TK teachers have
been collaborating monthly
since TK began 10 years ago
and are so excited. “Our TK
teacher team just met with
an outside play specialist to
help us to imagine a different
look for next year, including
ways to include explorations,
how to build exploration
areas within our classrooms,
hands-on inside and outside
centers that will be inviting
and engaging to our youngest
students,” Marie Ibsen, Park
School TK teacher said.
She loves their mission AUSD TK expands creativity, curiosity, wonder.
statement: The AUSD TK
program provides the youngest students in the elementary setting with who attend quality preschool programs are
developmentally appropriate experiences more prepared for school in terms of their
that fully engage students and demonstrate early literacy, language and math skills,
our commitment to the whole child, while executive function, and social emotional
extending their creativity, curiosity, and development.
wonder. “I think that this says a lot about
Parents not within Alhambra USD
who we are and where we are headed with boundaries may request a permit to attend
Transitional Kindergarten,” Ibsen says.
AUSD TK. For more information or to
Study after study shows that children enroll visit www.ausd.us

Granada School’s 8th grade Portfolio Day drew more than 20 community members who joined
this traditional rite of passage to provide a meaningful learning opportunity for students. The
students did an amazing job with their presentations!

Granada’s Portfolio Day
Prepares 8th Graders to Launch
Granada School's Annual Portfolio
Day showcases their eighth-grade students’
passions and career goals. A long standing
tradition, Portfolio Day is a culminating,
rite-of-passage event for Granada students
who will be heading to high school in the
fall. The year-long effort of creating and
then presenting their portfolios allows
eighth graders to experience the interview

process, practice their presentation skills,
connect with community leaders, and
respond to their follow-up questions.
This year over 20 generous community
members, including elected officials, first
responders, and district staff members, participated as interviewers to offer students
feedback while supporting the growth
mindset that Granada students embrace.

Students at Northrup School were treated to a special visit from author Czarina Tran Bernett
and participated in lessons about celebrating their own quirky unusualness and always being
kind to others.

Children’s Author Brings
Message of Kindness + Confidence
to Northrup Students

Here are a few highlights from the event, along with some samples of the students'
incredible work. Special shout-out to Mark Keppel High School student, Chris Tse,
for receiving the Richard Nicholson Scholarship! Thank you to our three woodworking
teachers (Carlos Sanchez, Paul Lam, and John Mason) for all you've taught the
students this year, and thank you to Mr. Nicholson for coming to personally present the
award and scholarship.

Children’s author Czarina Tran Bernett
spent a very busy day in May inspiring
seven classrooms of first to third graders
at William Northrup School. Northrup
Instructional Coach and second-grade
teacher, Jody Dowell, invited Kids Synergy
author Bernett to read her book because of
its empowering message about confidence
and being kind to one another.
“Czarina’s story ties in with Northrup’s
PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions
and Supports) expectations: Respect self,
Respect others, Respect the environment,”
Dowell explained. “No matter what grade
level I work with, one of the most important lessons I make sure my students understand is, ALWAYS be kind to one another,
be helpful to others, and be respectful to
all.”
Northrup students listened to the author
read her book, Schneider the Spider and
Her Unusual Friends and talked about they
could be like Schneider by finding ways to
be kind to each other another and act with

self-confidence. During the visit students
also learned what it takes to become a
published author. To combine reading, art,
and science activities, the children created
Shrinky Dinks keychains of their favorite
character in the book. As they watched
their Shrinky Dinks bake in the oven, they
could see the chemical change of polymer
reacting to heat.
The lucky students who participated
were from the classes of Marianne Lau,
Jody Dowell, Vikki Chien, Liya Chan,
Sonia Tovar, and Janette Davis. The visit
could not have happened without parent
volunteers Joy Pai and Cindy Chung who
helped prepare all the needed materials and
assisted students in the classrooms with the
activity.
It was a fabulous interactive experience
for students, who enjoyed learning about
writing, had so much fun with the Shrinky
Dink activity, and took Bernett’s key message to heart: “Celebrate your unusualness
and love yourself!”
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Here are a few highlights from Ramona School’s PBL Showcase. Each grade level focused on a
specific project and essential questions throughout the entire school year.

Ramona Unites Community
with Spectacular Showcase
of Student Learning
In a May end-of-year send-off, Ramona
celebrated student accomplishments
during a spectacular school wide Project
Based Learning (PBL) exhibition. Ramona
students filled the school playground with
demonstrations of their year-long research
and learning. Booths and displays were
set up on the asphalt and grass, where
each classroom explained their essential
question, research, and learning. Inside,
the celebration continued in an upstairs
hallway overflowing with students’ culminating projects. In the center of the
playground, TK and kindergarten students
strutted the red carpet in the “Amazing Me
Fashion Show,” where they answered their
essential question, “Who am I?”
Ramona began its Project Based Learning (PBL) approach during 2020-21 Distance Learning and teachers received PBL
professional development. When in-person
classes returned in August, students returned
to campus and expanded on their progress.
PBL is student-centered instruction designed for active exploration of real-world,
inquiry-based challenges to promote creativity, stimulate intrinsic curiosity, and inspire
deeper thinking. In PBL, each grade level
focuses on an essential question to explore in

depth throughout the year.
With a collaborative vision, Ramona
educators constructed a system of scaffolds
to continuously develop all TK-8 students
toward preparation for college and careers.
Their efforts to fully integrate PBL across
all grade levels earned Ramona a 2022
California Pivotal Practice Award for
innovating through crisis. Ramona staff
discovered that students involved in interest-sparking PBL projects across multiple
subject areas significantly increased their
ability to make personal connections and
understand content. Teachers concentrated on inquiry and critical thinking skills
to encourage students to explore areas of
curiosity in multidisciplinary projects.
Students said their PBL work gave them
a sense of belonging, identity, purpose,
accomplishment and empowerment.
“I strongly believe that students learn
best when they are fully engaged and
honing skills applicable to the real world,”
Ramona principal Dr. Debbie Kotani said.
“This is how they determine the importance and relevance of their learning and
delve more deeply. The dynamic TK-8 PBL
student showcase was a glorious celebration
of their learning.”

ALA Scholarship winners from left to right: Chelsea Macías, San Gabriel High School; Isaías
Martínez, Mark Keppel High School; Sandra López, SGHS Dora S. Padilla Arts Scholarship;
Kevin Velásquez, Alhambra High School Brian N. Tatsuno Career Tech Scholarship; Katelyn
Wong, MKHS Brian N. Tatsuno Arts Scholarship; Isaiah Martínez, SGHS BOLD Academy;
Nicole Tenorio, AHS; Kevin Garcés, Independence High School.

Alhambra Latino Association
Awards New Memorial
Scholarships, Honors
Eight AUSD Seniors
The Alhambra Latino Association
hosted a beautiful celebration at Almansor
Court on May 20, to recognize 2022 ALA
honoree, Denise Jaramillo, Alhambra
Unified School District Superintendent,
and eight amazing scholarship recipients.
What made the evening even more
memorable was the announcement of
two new Arts Scholarships and a Career

Tech Scholarship – dedicated to beloved
Alhambra community leaders, Dora S.
Padilla and Brian N. Tatsuno, who passed
away last year. Their families were invited
to read student submissions, chose winners
along with ALA board members, and were
on hand to personally present their scholarships to students.

CA PIVOTAL PRACTICE AWARDS From Page 1

In addition to the district’s award,
eight AUSD elementary schools and all
three comprehensive high schools were
recognized with CAPP Awards.
“I’m incredibly proud of these
schools and districts for their creativity,
dedication, and innovation in the face
of adversity,” State Superintendent Tony

Thurmond said.
The AUSD schools singled out for
their unique pandemic strategies during
the 2020-21 school year include Alhambra, Mark Keppel, and San Gabriel
High Schools, along with Brightwood,
Garfield, Granada, Martha Baldwin,
Monterey Highlands, Park, Ramona, and

William Northrup Elementary Schools.
The schools focused primarily on social
emotional well-being of students and
student engagement. Pivotal Practices
included: staying connected through the
arts, virtual assemblies, student drive-thru
celebrations, take-home culinary kits,
and redesigning learning to meet student

needs.
CAPP Award winners completed an
online application highlighting an innovative practice in one of the four target
areas implemented during the 2020–21
school year. In 2023, CDE will likely
transition back to the California Distinguished Schools Program.
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California State Superintendent of Public Instruction honored Virginia Vasquez at the 2022
CA Teacher of the Year Gala in Sacramento. Virginia’s family was on hand to cheer her on,
along with San Gabriel High School principal Debbie Stone, and Alhambra Unified School
District superintendent Denise Jaramillo.

San Gabriel’s Virginia Vasquez
Celebrated at 2022 CA Teacher
of the Year Gala in Sacramento
It’s been a whirlwind year for San
Gabriel High School English teacher
Virginia Vasquez, 2022 Teacher of the
Year for Alhambra Unified School District,
Los Angeles County, and for the State
of California. Vasquez, who teaches AP
Language and Composition and serves as
program coordinator for PODER (Pursuing our Dreams through Education and
Responsibility), was recently celebrated
in Sacramento along with the other four
California Teachers of the Year.
California Teachers of the Year serve

as ambassadors for the profession and as
representatives of the state for the calendar
year. This year, in particular, they are
recognized for going above and beyond to
help students achieve and feel connected to
their school community. Despite all her
recent accolades, Vasquez stays humble
and recognizes the help she has received
to achieve all she has. “I’m here because
of all the people who paved the path for
Los Angeles Times reporters Brittny
me to do what I’m doing now,” she said on
Mejia
and Anh Do reached out to
being named a 2022 California Teacher of
AUSD
last fall for help in finding Asian
the Year.
Latino students to interview for a story
on the fastest growing population in
California. It wasn’t easy. In a district
where 66% of students are Asian and
22% are Latino, few students are both.
The district found four dual heritage,
bicultural Asian Latino Mark Keppel
students who gathered in the school
cafeteria in September to talk to Mejia
and Do about how they navigate their
mixed identities. Nearby photojournalist Irfan Khan was snapping photos.
Emily Ortega Liu’s mother is Mexi-

Asian Latino Mark Keppel
Students Talk to LA Times
About Dual Heritage Identity

AUSD Spanish Dual Immersion students are becoming biliterate and bicultural citizens of the
world — thanks to this dedicated team of Spanish Dual Immersion teachers.

Spanish Dual Immersion
Students Take First Steps to
California Seal of Biliteracy

At year’s end, Fremont School celebrated their third and fifth graders in the
Spanish Dual Immersion program. In a
special ceremony, the students received
their Biliteracy Program Participation
Recognition, which means they are on the
path to earning the prestigious California
Seal of Biliteracy.
Their next step will come at the
end of eighth grade with the Bilingual
Attainment Recognition for which they
must demonstrate grade-level biliteracy
in both English and their target language.
The program continues through high
school, where at the end of 12th grade,

Behind the scenes at Mark Keppel for the LA Times story on Asian Latino dual heritage
families: Top, left to right: Mark Keppel dual heritage students Matthew Sy, Isaac Guo
Meyer, Emily Ortega Liu, and Emiko Luna Hernandez gather in the cafeteria to talk about
navigating their identity with Brittny Mejia and Anh Do, LA Times reporters.
Middle: LA Times photographer Irfan Khan at work. Bottom, left to right, Emiko, Matthew,
Emily, and Isaac pose for Khan’s photo. Photo Credit: Natalie Tee-Gaither

students who have attained a high level
of proficiency in English and their target
language earn the coveted gold State Seal
of Biliteracy affixed to their diploma or
transcript.
Students in the Spanish and Mandarin
Dual Immersion programs are eligible for
these recognitions. Fremont’s Spanish
program is accepting students for the
2022-23 school year. If you are interested
in learning about the Spanish DI program,
view this fun video, featuring adorable students: https://youtu.be/mPERDuIUeaE
Visit www.ausd.us to enroll or get
further information.

can and her father is Chinese. She was
the only student who was trilingual.
Emiko Luna Hernandez’s mother is
Japanese Mexican and her father Mexican. Isaac Guo Meyer’s father is Mexican and his mother Chinese. Matthew
Sy’s mother is Chinese and his father
Salvadoran.
The four students were featured in
the superbly reported LA Times story
“Asian Latinos: These mixed families
represent California’s future.” The article published May 31, 2022, to wide acclaim. Read more: https://www.latimes.
com/california/story/2022-05-31/
asians-latinos-family-california-future

20

ACADEMIC NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

Members of the community joined Fremont students, parents, and staff in signing their Diversity,
Unity & Inclusion Pledge and in denouncing racism in all its forms. There is much more work to
be done, but the Fremont School Family should be commended for taking these first steps to stand
together against racism. The theme for the event was "The Beauty of the World is the DIVERSITY
of its People."
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From the Desk of Rev. Craig Statton

Super Agers

By Rev. Craig Statton, CEO, Atherton, 214 S. Atlantic Blvd. Alhambra

Over the last decade, Hollywood has
filled the big screen with several movies
about superheroes. We have seen both
comic book and cartoon characters come
to life and save the world from destruction
using their superpowers. Certainly, these
heroes give us a few hours of entertainment, but their powers are rooted in fantasy and not reality. However, researchers
have been investigating a group of senior
adults who seem to be defying the aging
process. The group of seniors refer to
people in their 70s and 80s who have
the mental or physical capability of their
decades-younger counterparts. What set’s
these people apart? Through research,
scientists believe that this group of seniors
has less thinning of the brain tissues or cell
loss than other seniors. In the natural aging process, we lose not only muscle mass
and flexibility, but we also lose brain cells.
Though dementia and Alzheimer’s are
not part of the natural aging process, the
thinning of some parts of our brain tissue
is a natural part of this process. The result
is loss of some thought processes such as
remembering or complex reasoning. Yet
Super-agers seem to defy this process.
Researchers have tried to understand
these people and see if there are lessons for
all of us so that we can age well. Though
there are some hereditary components,
researchers have discovered that there are
things we can do to put us on a better path
as we age. Here are a few…

Embrace mental challenges. If you
enjoy crossword puzzles, you may want
to take on acrostics or mathematical
games. Try doing something for yourself
that you would have hired someone else
to do in the past — perhaps calculating
your income taxes, assembling a piece of
flat-packed furniture, or installing new
computer software. Volunteer for a project
that may seem a little intimidating, like
tutoring students who are trying to master
English as a second language or registering
voters for the next election. Pursue a leisure
activity you didn't have time for earlier in
life, such as joining a theater group, writing poetry, learning the language of your
favorite translated book so you can read
the original, becoming proficient on your
favorite musical instrument, or creating
intricate origami sculptures.
Increase your exercise capacity. Exercise is an important part of good health.
This is true throughout our lives and if we
stay physically fit throughout our life and
establish a good exercise routine, it will
make a difference as we get older. One of
the important areas is the aerobic capacity
or the amount of oxygen your heart can put
into your system. The higher your aerobic
level the healthier your physical body. Not
only regular exercise, but regular, intense
exercise (over 50% of your maximum
heart level) for 20 to 40 minutes, three to
five days a week will not only sustain but
increase your aerobic capacity and have

lasting results not only on your physical
body, but also your brain.
Prepare to be frustrated. Patience and
perseverance are key to mastering challenges. It may take months or years of practice
to gain proficiency in a new field, but the
benefits can be great. For example, the
photo-editing software on your computer
may seem impenetrable at first glance, but
once you've learned to use all the menus
and tools it offers, you'll be able to produce
professional quality images from photos
captured on your smartphone. Your ability
to master new challenges will help your
brain develop new synaptic pathways even
as you grow older.
Get going with a group. Social

connections are an important part of the
aging process. Not only do they help us
learn, but they also provide the social
support we need for encouragement and
comfort. These social relationships engage
a different part of the brain than reasoning
and as a result exercise our brain capacity.
Our social relationships also combat diseases like depression and help us cope with
the general anxiety of life.
There is no guarantee that any of us will
be a Super Ager. But these few steps along
the path of life give us a better chance to
live healthy, overcome disease, and enjoy
all the days of our life. Maybe there is a
chance we can all have a cape if we follow
some of these ideas.

We follow COVID-19 guidelines
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Ask Dr. Dara, D.D.S.

Root canal alternatives
By Dr. Dara

Q: What if I don’t want to do the root
canal treatment? Are there any alternatives?
A: Yes, there are. Let me start as always
with the basics.
What is a root canal?
We often use the term “root canal” as
shorthand for a root canal treatment. A
root canal is a therapy in which infection and bacteria is removed from the
inside of the tooth. The purpose of the
treatment is to relieve the pain and stop
the infection from moving deeper in the
bone.
A root canal has a terrible reputation,
and needless to say, not all of it is true.
The most pain that people associate with
the root canal comes from the infection
that is already inside the tooth and is
the reason why a root canal treatment
is necessary in the first place. In reality,
the person is completely numb and feels
nothing while the root canal treatment is
being performed.
Why would you need a root canal
treatment? There are many reasons: deep
decay, fractures due to biting trauma or
grinding at night, or a broken filling that
has been leaking.
All general dentists are trained to do
root canal treatment, but there are dentists called Endodontists that received
additional training and specialized in
root canal treatment.
The procedure is usually done in one

appointment, but if a lot of infection is
present or canals are difficult to access
because of calcium deposits inside, two or
more appointments may be necessary.
The procedure consists of cleaning and
shaping the canals with specially designed
instruments while constantly flushing
the canals with medication to remove
bacteria and debris. Once cleaned, the
canals are filled, and a permanent crown
is placed over the tooth to completely seal
the tooth and prevent fracturing during
chewing. This is especially important for
the back teeth where the biting force is
larger.
When successfully treated and restored,
a root canal tooth can last a lifetime.
However, if you are still not convinced
that this treatment is for you and wondering what other options are available
besides getting a root canal, here are the
two options.
The first option in any situation
regarding a dental issue is to do nothing.
However, if the bacteria is not removed,
it will work its way to the tip of the root
and eventually infection will spread in the
surrounding bone. Once it does, it will
cause an abscess. Obviously, this is not
recommended.
The other option is to remove the
tooth. Be aware that removing a tooth
without replacing it may cause the
adjacent teeth to shift and cause misalign-

ment and difficulties chewing. In addition,
the shifted teeth are more difficult to clean,
more susceptible to cavities and gum disease, and may lead to losing more teeth.
If you decide to remove the infected
tooth, your best solution is to replace it
with an implant, bridge or partial denture.

Dr. Dara, D.D.S.
(626) 289-6131

Dr. Dara Gashparova, D.D.S. is located
at 70 S. Palm Ave., Alhambra 91801.
Readers with dental questions or
concerns should contact her at
(626) 289-6131, or e-mail
daradds@yahoo.com

This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Dr. Krasnodara Gashparova,
DDS, (also known as Dr. Dara), who is
responsible for the content. Around Alhambra does not endorse medical advice or
any remedies recommended by this author
or any other provider.

Your Insurance
By Katherine Yu Simms

Benefits of Medicare Advantage Plans
What sets Medicare Advantage plans
apart are the additional benefits provided that Original Medicare doesn't cover.
These benefits include dental coverage,
vision coverage, hearing exams and
hearing aid coverage.
Medicare Advantage Plans Save
You Money
Medicare Advantage Plans save
Medicare members money, and not just
a little bit of money, but a lot of money.
Original Medicare only pays 80% of
the cost of medical care, and the Medicare beneficiary is responsible for the
other 20%. A Medicare Advantage Plan
is different. The Medicare Beneficiary
is only responsible for a small copay,
typically less than 20% of a doctor visit
or procedure.
More
importantly,
Medicare
Advantage Plans have a maximum
out-of-pocket amount – meaning that
once you reach the limit, the Plan pays
100% of all medical services. That alone
can save thousands of dollars per year,
particularly if there is a hospitalization
involved.
Dental, Vision and Hearing
Coverage
What also sets Medicare Advantage
plans apart is the additional benefits
provided that Original Medicare doesn’t
cover.
These benefits include dental coverage, vision coverage, hearing exams
and hearing aid coverage. None of
these important health care benefits
are included in Original Medicare.
Also, most Medicare Advantage Plans
include prescription drug coverage at no
additional cost, while individuals with
Original Medicare need to sign up and
pay extra for Part D prescription drug
coverage.
Focus on Accessibility, Wellness

Katherine Yu Simms
(323) 854-2868

Katherine Yu Simms has supported
seniors in making difﬁcult and
important decisions for many years.
She can be reached at 323-854-2868,
or e-mail kyusimms@rey-top.com.

and Preventative Health
Accessible healthcare coverage is key to
staying on top of your health. To join a
Medicare Advantage Plan you must have
Part A and Part B coverage and live in
the plan’s service area. It is important to
remember that Original Medicare is only
valid in the U.S.A. Fortunately, many
Medicare Advantage Plans offer worldwide
emergency coverage, free over-the-counter
medicines, and free gym memberships.
You won’t find those types of benefits with
Original Medicare.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Katherine Yu Simms, who
is responsible for the content. Around
Alhambra does not endorse financial
advice recommended by this author or any
other provider. For more information and to
contact Katherine, email her at kyusimms@
rey-top.com.
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Your Health

Listening to Your Body
By Sheila Yonemoto, P.T.

What are the secrets to optimal
health? Making a commitment to
exercise is one key to vitality. Physical
movement can increase your endurance,
help you gain muscle mass, increase
your flexibility, and perhaps even assist
you in attaining and maintaining your
ideal weight. With all those benefits,
you might be surprised to discover that
exercise can also have some negative
consequences. There is a skill in learning
how to optimize your exercise routine
and stay on the path to steady gains
without pain. I call it listening to your
body.
Many people misunderstand the
role of pain in their exercise routine.
Unfortunately, some beginners and
even professional athletes use pain as a
way to gauge their progress. Misguided
coaches have promoted this method for
years with their slogan, “No Pain, No
Gain.” But pain is your body’s way of
saying there is some cellular damage
happening. Don’t wait for pain to tell
you stop or keep going. You can learn to
make only positive gains by listening to
your body so you can sense less obvious
signs to manage your exercise routine.
I tell people to look for subtle signs
that you are getting close to the correct
end point of your exercise session. Look
for signs of fatigue, an uncomfortable
amount of effort, decreased speed, or
more sweating than typical. These signs
will come before the onset of pain. If
you have to use ice to reduce swelling
and pain after an exercise session, then
you may have overdone the exercises
and exceeded the safety zone.
I counsel my patients to do their
exercises in a pain free range and be
sensitive to their bodies so they don’t
cause themselves pain. Never be bullied
by anyone to do more than you know
you can safely do. Fitness instructors,
yoga teachers, workout partners, teammates, friends, family, and spouses often
encourage people to go beyond what’s
truly safe. In an exercise class, some
people feel compelled to keep up with
others. It takes courage to stay your

Sheila Yonemoto, P.T.

Yonemoto Physical Therapy
(626) 576-0591
Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., has been a
physical therapist for more than 30
years, specializing in integrative manual
therapy, utilizing a holistic approach.
She can be reached at Yonemoto
Physical Therapy, 55 S. Raymond Ave,
Suite 100, Alhambra, CA 91801. Sheila
also offers a “Chinese Energy” exercise
class. Call (626) 576-0591 for more
information or visit www.yonemoto.com

course and keep safe.
Trust your gut when you feel you are
near but not at or above your limit. You
need to be mentally strong to stick with
what you know is safe about gaining
physical strength or more endurance
Here’s what I told my volleyball teammates who asked why I didn’t dive to get
the ball: “This is just a game and I am
not a professional, so I am not risking an
injury. It’s smarter to let the other team
get the point.”
Remember, your body has to last a
lifetime. Listen when it tells you that
you need to stop, so you can safely build
optimal health and avoid injury.
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., who
is responsible for the content. Around Alhambra does not endorse medical advice or
any remedies recommended by this author
or any other provider.
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Downtown Alhambra
celebrates the 70’s at
Vino’s back alley
Downtown Alhambra Business Association celebrated the 70's decade on
Saturday, June 11th at Vino's Back Alley
behind Charlie's Trio.
Downtown Decades is a free summer
series celebrating each decade from the
months of June to September. June was the
kick-off of the free series with a costume
70's party. The night consisted of 70's
trivia, costume contest and dancing with

DJ Fastrak.
The Vino's Back Alley staff wore custom
70's vintage concert t-shirts and guests
showed up in their best 70's bell-bottoms
and platforms. Guests danced all night to
sounds from Donna Summer to Queen.
For more information and to RSVP
for future events , visit www.downtownalhambra.com or visit Instagram at @
downtownalhambra.

Restaurant of the Week
reveals restaurant
owners’ stories
In June, the Alhambra Chamber kicked
off its new restaurant of the week program
to highlight the culinary diversity and
deliciousness of the City. The program
launched on June 13 with Tasty Pot, a new
hot pot restaurant on Main Street, which
offered customers 10% as part of the weeklong promotion. This was followed by
Burgers and More, which offered off-menu
items during the week, and then Aloha
Food Factory offered free SPAM Musubi or
Macadamia Nut Pancake with the purchase
of a 2-item breakfast or island plate.
Every restaurant has a story. For Rola
Elhurr, the owner of Burgers and More,
the story is about aspirations, hardship, and
overcoming challenges. Rola had to rebuild
after a storeroom fire, and then make it
through the pandemic, after becoming
the sole family member in charge of the
restaurant. As she shares it all in her own
words, Rona says, “This was definitely not
in my plans but I worked hard and stayed
open throughout. It has been a struggle as
it has been for everyone, but we are just
very grateful to have made it through so
far. I am continuing to fix up, remodel and
incorporate new marketing features for
Burgers and More. I want to keep the retro
style mom and pop feel but introduce and
include new ways to reach people and keep
our loyal customers coming back.”
Aloha Food Factory co-owner Aaron
Luong has always had a passion for food,
from making fried rice at the age of eight

to cooking in order to survive through
college. Slowly, it became a hobby and
fun form of expression. “That feeling of
nailing a recipe on the 1st or 5th try was
gratifying, no matter how complicated.
That positive feeling furthers when I get
to share that dish with friends and family
and see their reactions. During the start
of the pandemic, I, like many others, got
laid off. My friend James brought the
opportunity of Aloha Food Factory up
because he saw some of the dishes I made
and even tried a handful of them before.
We worked together with Betty in order
to get Aloha Food Factory up and running
again in August after its closing in March
202,” Aaron explained.
Tasty Pot Alhambra owner, Phillip
Chen has been planning for the business
for about 3 years. Phillip was originally in
the real estate industry but was always very
intrigued by the restaurant industry, in part
because of cooking shows such as Hell’s
Kitchen. Growing up in the San Gabriel
Valley, a place known for good restaurants,
helped inspire Phillip to get into the
restaurant business. One day, he drove by
and saw the restaurant’s current location
and knew it was the perfect location for his
restaurant. Shortly after, he opened Tasty
Pot Alhambra with his business partner
Jason Zheng.
Look for the Restaurant Of The Week
feature in this issue and at alhambraeats.
com.
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Downtown Alhambra presents Downtown Decades
Downtown Alhambra Business will be a costume contest, dance contest, and
Association will be hosting a free decades trivia with prizes from local Downtown
summer series this this year to cel- Alhambra businesses.
ebrate the businesses and legacy of
Downtown Alhambra!
“Downtown Decades” is a free
summer series celebrating each
decade from the months of June to
September. Each month, Downtown
Alhambra will be hosting a free party
at a different nightlife venue on the
Main Street corridor. Each nightlife
venue will be transformed into a
fun party atmosphere for 21+ party
goers, and the music will only be
from the themed decade. June was
70s night, July is 80s night, August
is 90s night, and September is Y2K
night!
The next event will be held at 28
West Bar on Saturday, July 16 from
6pm to 10pm, celebrating the totally
80s decade. All attendees are encouraged to dress up, channel their past
selves, and go all out!
And get ready to win! There

For more information and to RSVP for the
events, visit www.downtownalhambra.com or
visit Instagram at @downtownalhambra.
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Automobile

Is it time for a tune-up?

A well tuned engine will help keep fuel cost under control.
By Javier Mendez
Engine tune-ups are an important part
of your vehicle's preventative maintenance. Regular inspection of the engine's
tune-up condition will help ensure
reliability and can impact efficiency by as
much as 10%.
The engine tune-up has evolved over
time. Early fuel and ignition systems
required attention as often as every ten
thousand miles. There were several parts
to adjust and replace. Modern vehicle
systems, though, are computer controlled
and have eliminated many of the mechanical parts. The parts on modern systems
are more durable and will last much longer under ideal conditions. Spark plugs,
for example, can last over one hundred
thousand miles. Adjustments on modern
engines are made in real time as we drive.
Your vehicle's needs will depend on its age
and mileage. Your owners manual and the
onboard service minder can help define
the replacement interval for some items.
Signs of your engine needing a tuneup include rough idling, hesitation, check
engine lights coming on, and possibly,
stalling. Worn or weak ignition components and dirty fuel system components
are often the cause. Modern systems will
compensate for build up and wear with
adjustments. Unfortunately, this compensation has its limits: these vehicles can
suddenly go from running great to barely
running at all.
A regular tune-up inspection will
include checking air filter condition,
inspecting for build-up at the engines
throttle plate, spark plugs inspection
(when accessible), and analysis of the
engine computer data.
One common issue on engines in our
driving environment is carbon build up
due to factors like short trips, stop and go
traffic, and slow speed driving conditions.
Modern engine fuel system designs also
contribute to this problem. Due to the
relocation of fuel injectors to the com-

Javier Mendez
Owner and operator

Jo’s Garage, Inc.

At the Kerechuk building

(626) 872-0705

www.josgarage.com

bustion chamber, the detergent package
in the gasoline we use can no longer
help keep the air path, injectors, and
combustion chambers clean. Many manufacturers are recommending regular use
of fuel additives to help combat deposits
build up. There are also concentrated
chemical cleaners that will break down
this build-up. The process can temporarily trigger engine lights and should only
be performed by a professional service
center.
If it has been over a year since you
last had your engine’s tune condition
checked, consider scheduling an appointment. Drive safe Alhambra!
This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Jo’s Garage, who is responsible
for the content. round Alhambra does not
endorse advice recommended by this author
or any other provider.

Real Estate

10 Questions to Ask Before
You Hire a Real Estate Agent
By Rudy L. Kusuma, Your Home Sold
Guaranteed Realty

Alhambra - Not all real estate agents
are the same. If you decide to seek the help
of an agent when selling or buying your
home, you need some good information
before you make any moves. Choosing a
real estate agent is one of those critical
issues that can cost or save you thousands
of dollars. In this FREE special report,
we give you the specific questions you
should be asking to ensure that you get
the best representation for your needs.
Before you hire any real estate agent, call

and get a copy of a FREE Report entitled
“10 questions to Ask Before You Hire an
Agent”. To order a FREE Special Report,
call toll-free 1-888-300-4632 and enter
1006. You can call any time, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. Get your free special
report NOW to find out the questions
the others would prefer you never ask!
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real Estate Broker Lic# 01820322.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers
currently under contract. Copyright ©
2012
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Real Estate

Could Alhambra be the site of a presidential library?
By Gary Frueholz

Real estate may be one of the most
interesting decisions a President can
make about their legacy. All the records
that a President creates and receives
during their administration are the
sole property of the US government,
per the 1978 Presidential Records Act.
However, the decision about where
to build their private library is at the
discretion of that President. There’s no
rule about where a presidential library
can be located, so Alhambra could one
day be chosen for one of these unique
and popular tourist and business
destinations. Because the library often
includes a conference center, exhibit
hall, and much more, this is a complex
real estate transaction.
Like any major development in a
community, a presidential library is
subject to local zoning laws, traffic concerns, and of course, the cooperation
or concerns of residents in the area.
A look at efforts made by President
Kennedy provides insights into the
complexity of this real estate decision.
“Yes, I am going to put it (the John
F. Kennedy Presidential Library) in
Cambridge, Massachusetts," President
John F. Kennedy at a White House news
conference on December 12, 1962, responding to a question from a journalist
on the location of his future Presidential
Library.
On October 19, 1963, President
Kennedy and noted architect, John
Carl Warnecke, toured several locations offered by Harvard University as
sites for the JFK Presidential Library.
The young President chose a plot
of land next to the Harvard Graduate
School of Business Administration.
The library would face the adjacent
Charles River and look across the
water at Winthrop House, the dormitory where JFK resided as a student.
Kennedy was a Harvard graduate and
Cambridge, Massachusetts, seemed
like the perfect location for his Presidential Library.
President Kennedy went to his
grave with the knowledge that his
Presidential Library would be located
at his alma mater on some of the most
exclusive real estate in our country. You
can Google the videos of the President
speaking on this and see his certitude
on the issue when he speaks.
But what the President and his staff
did not anticipate was the power and
complexity of real estate. Complexities that would prove challenging for
even an assassinated President's legacy
to deal with.
The John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Library, Inc., was chartered in Massachusetts on December 5, 1963,
two weeks after the assassination of
President Kennedy. It was a non-profit
corporation created to construct and
equip the John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum in
Massachusetts. Robert Kennedy, the
President's brother, was selected the
president of this organization.
A grieving nation quickly produced
millions of dollars for the Presidential
Library.
Schoolchildren collecting
coins joined forces with corporations
and foundations to amass donations

Gary Frueholz

Dilbeck Real Estate
(626) 318-9436

of over 20 million dollars from across
the world. It appeared the Presidential
Library was off to a good start.
Kennedy Library, Inc. soon changed
the scope of the Presidential Library to include a museum and Institute of Politics.
This revision to the initial plan required
additional land to be procured. Supplemental land controlled by the MBTA
(Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority)
was identified and acquired from the city
of Boston with complex negotiations that
required time consuming zoning changes
which took years too accomplish.
Cambridge now looked forward to its
new Presidential Library. However, exclusive streets with names such as Berkeley
and Fayerweather are adjacent to Harvard
University and potentially would have
been impacted by the additional traffic
flow of a Presidential Library. What started as minor rumblings from well-to-do
neighborhoods escalated into the threat
of lawsuits against the Library by the early
1970's.
To deal with the potential of litigation,
an environmental impact statement was
conducted. The environmental impact
statement again required more time. All
the while inflation of the early 1970's was
diminishing the value of funds collected
for the Presidential Library.
The New York Times reported, "The
project has met with sharp criticism from
residents from surrounding neighborhoods who feared it would attract hordes
of tourists, automobiles, fast food franchises and souvenir shops into the already
congested Harvard Square area."
By February 1975, the threats of
litigation and impact of inflation led to
a major revision by Library Corporation.
The Presidential Library and Museum
would be built in a location other than

Cambridge. The Institute of Politics would be part of the Kennedy
School of Government on the Harvard campus.
The
Library
Corporation
acquired land in the more modest
neighborhood of Dorchester in
south Boston. The museum would
be located on Columbia Point and
overlooking Dorchester Bay. This
location was next to the University
of Boston and previously had been
used as a landfill garbage dump.
Architect I. M. Pei joked that one
could toss a lit match on the earth
and watch the ground ignite from
the methane gas contained in the
soil.

Gary Frueholz is a realtor with Dilbeck
Real Estate, a past member of the
Alhambra Planning Commission, a
Certiﬁed Senior Real Estate Specialist,
Certiﬁed International Property
Specialist, and can be reached at 626318-9436. See his stories at
www.garysstories.com.

The John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum was dedicated on
October 20, 1979, after nearly sixteen
years of effort, at a cost of $20.8 million.
The main glass pavilion stands 115 feet tall
and houses theaters, newsreels, research
volumes, family possessions, archives,
and published and unpublished materials.
Annually a quarter million individuals
visit the site.
A lesson from the Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum is that real estate
possesses a complexity and a resulting
power that can be
challenging
even
for a Presidential
Library. Zoning, review organizations,
civic groups, environmental
assessments, the cost of
money and inflation,
and even potential
litigation are factors
to be appreciated by
anyone transacting
real estate.
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