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Spread holiday cheer with
The Downtown Holiday Home Decorating Contest
Alhambra 2021
Tree Lighting
Ceremony
is back!

T

he City of Alhambra
is inviting residents to
spread holiday cheer
around their neighborhoods
with festive homes.
Show us your bright lights
and creative inspiration in the
Holiday Home Decorating
Contest.
Contest rules:

• Applications will be accepted 11/8/21-12/15/21.
• Contest is limited to what
can be seen from the street side
of the house at night.
• Judging will take place
between Dec. 15 and Dec. 19
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Please
have decorations on no later
than 6 p.m. this week. Judges

decisions are FINAL.
• Winners will receive a special visit the night of Dec. 21.
• Participants are requested
to keep their houses decorated
through Jan. 9 so the community can enjoy them.
Please see the application
and information form.

T

he annual Tree Lighting Ceremony hopes to reignite
the excitement for the winter holidays in Downtown
Alhambra. Festivities will take on Friday, December 3,
2021, from 6pm – 9pm, at Edwards Renaissance Plaza, located at 1 East Main St., (on the corner of Garfield and Main).
The Downtown Alhambra Business Association, which
produces this annual event along with the Alhambra Chamber
of Commerce, is thrilled to have it back live, and in person for
people to physically attend. Last year, like many events, the celebration was virtual to adhere to local, COVID safety mandates
at the time.
>> see TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY Page 8
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Members of MKAM, as the Mark Keppel All Male dancers are known, gather before their audience-grabbing
performance at the 2022 Rose Queen and Court announcement in Pasadena. Under the direction of MKHS dance
teacher, Mr. Activate Arroyo, the team's distinctive fast-paced, athletic, hip-hop style has made MKAM the nation’s
premier high school all male dance team.

MKAM breaks boundaries,
captures attention: nation’s premier
all male high school dance team

M

ark Keppel All Male, known as
MKAM (pronounced em-cam), is the
premier all male high school dance
program in the United States. Their signature

fast-paced, athletic, hip-hop performances grab
audience attention.
The strength of the Mark Keppel High MKAM
dance team performances during season three of
>> see MKAM DANCE TEAM Page 19
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Mayor’s Corner By Mayor Katherine Lee

That Special Christmas Gift (or Two)...

I once unintentionally traumatized a
student by telling him that Santa Claus
was not a real person. When I was a
child, I already knew that my dad dressed
up as Santa Claus during Christmas, and
I remembered the very first gift he gave
me. He was sitting next to me in the living
room when he slowly took out from a large
bag a toy yellow baby bird peeking out of a
plastic cracked egg. He looked at me with a
smile to see my reaction. I kept this gift for
years because it was his special Christmas
gift to his youngest child. Years later, I
received a different kind of Christmas gift
as a reminder that God is always with us.
It was a December Saturday morning
when my Labrador Retriever became
completely paralyzed. An hour later, at
the veterinarian’s office, my dog could not
stand up on her own, and the vet offered no
explanations. She only advised me to consider putting my dog to sleep in the next
few days. Shocked and in disbelief, I still
had hope that my first dog would recover
somehow. The regular vet was out of town,
and I was confused why there was no diagnosis. Looking back, I should have sought
a second opinion. I ended up praying for a
miracle out of desperation. The next morning, after almost 24 hours, there was still
no improvement. My dog could not even
lift her head to drink or eat. At this point,
all my hope was gone. I decided to call in
to schedule an appointment for euthanasia.
I always thought it was strange that the
person who answered the phone suggested

that I bring in my Labrador Retriever later,
so the procedure would be cheaper during
regular office hours. Exhausted, I went
back to sleep and soon woke up after I had
this vivid dream. In the dream, my dog was
running after a cat. Was it wishful thinking
or a message from God to wait? To this day,
I am still thankful that I waited because of
the dream. My Labrador Retriever turned
out to have her first stroke but recovered 48
hours later. My special Christmas gift from
God will never be forgotten.

Merry Christmas to you.

For some people, every day is Christmas,
a word came from the old English “Cristes
maesse”, or the mass of Christ. Enjoy your
precious time with friends and family.
Opportunities to Give Special Christmas Gifts to Others
• Become an Online Tutor
Sign up to be a tutor for homeless youths
online. Extra assistance after school will

help them achieve grade-level proficiency
in reading and math.
Apply online at: schoolonwheels.org/
tutoring
• Donate to Spark of Love Toy Drive
2021
The Alhambra Firefighters Association,
the City of Alhambra, and the Alhambra
Unified School District are asking for your
help to bring smiles to children’s faces this
holiday season. ABC7, along with the
Southern California Firefighters, Toys for
Tots, and Subaru, is hosting the 29th year
of the Spark of Love Toy Drive.
Donation boxes have been placed at
several locations throughout the city to
collect toys and gifts for underserved children for the holidays. Donations will be
accepted through December 24th at City
sites. Make a difference by dropping off a
new, unwrapped toy or sports equipment
at any of the following sites during business
hours:
Alhambra City Hall, 111 S. First St.
YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley, 401
Corto St.
Alhambra Fire Department, Station 71,
301 N. First St.
Alhambra Fire Department, Station 72,
1215 S. Sixth St.
Alhambra Fire Department, Station 73,
2200 W. Main St.
Alhambra Fire Department, Station 74,
2505 W. Norwood Place
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce, 104
S. First St.

By Mayor Katherine Lee
Alhambra Unified School District Office, 1515 W. Mission Road
Alhambra Police Department, 211 S.
First St.
Monetary donation for the toy drive is
also accepted. Please make the check out
to the Alhambra Firefighters Association.
All proceeds will go toward buying toys
or sports equipment for the children. For
more information on how to donate, please
email Heather Blais-Pickering or visit our
website: cityofalhambra.org.
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City update
Senate Bill (SB) 1383 is here!
Also known as the Short-Lived Climate
Pollutants Strategy, SB 1383 establishes
the goal of reducing the volume of organic
waste disposed in California landfills by
75% by 2025.
New requirements will take effect January 1, 2022:
• All businesses and multi-family properties must have organics collection service
available. Your green carts now accept yard
waste and organic waste. For any questions
about your organics waste services, please
email alhambra@republicservices.com
• SB 1383 establishes the goal of increasing edible food recovery by 20% by 2025.
Some food service businesses, labeled as edible food generators, must donate all excess
edible food to food recovery organizations
and services. For any questions about this
program, please contact Joris Eigirdas at
Alhambra City Hall at (626) 570-3249 or
email jeigirdas@cityofalhambra.org
What is Organic Waste?
Organic waste is any material that is
biodegradable and comes from a plant or
an animal. When disposed in a landfill,
organic waste produces large amounts of
methane and significantly contributes to
climate change. Organics like food scraps,
yard trimmings, paper and cardboard
make up half of what Californians dump
in landfills, and reducing their disposal in
landfills will have the fastest impact on the
climate crisis.
Dos and Don’ts of Organics Recycling
- Acceptable Materials for Green Organics Cart:
❖ Yard trimmings
❖ Flower trimmings
❖ Tree trimmings (twigs/branches
must be 4 ft or less in length, and less
than 6 inches in diameter)
❖ Leaves, grass, brush, and weeds
❖ Untreated and unpainted wood
❖ Biodegradable waste bags
❖ Food-Soiled Paper (Napkins and
paper towels, uncoated paper: plates,
cups, bowls & pizza boxes)
❖ Food Scraps (raw or cooked):
• Fruits
• Vegetables
• Dairy Products
• Breads, grains, pastas
• Meat & Seafood (including bones)
• Prepared or processed foods (chips,
sandwiches, etc – remove packaging) Biodegradable waste bags
- Unacceptable Materials for Green
Organics Cart:
❖ Dog poop or pet waste from any
animal
❖ Diapers
❖ Glass, Metal, Plastic
❖ Hot ashes or briquettes
❖ Large amounts of soil or sod

Plastic bags, or plastic of ANY kind
Rocks, concrete, dirt, sand
Styrofoam
Wood that has been treated, coated
or painted
❖ Particle board
❖ Compostable plastics, including bags
and utensils
E-Waste & Bulk Items Disposal
- Electronic waste, such as computers,
televisions, stereos and printers, and bulk
items, such as mattresses and furniture,
require separate disposal from your black,
green or blue bin. Please don’t dump items
on someone else’s property – that’s illegal
dumping. And don’t set these items at your
own curb, hoping they’ll be picked up –
that’s not neighborly. Contact Republic
Services at (800) 299-4898 to schedule
a Bulky Item or E-Waste pickup. Each
resident is entitled to receive four bulk item
pickups per year. Up to four bulk and/or
electronic items or up to 10 bags of clean
yard waste (no trash) will be accepted per
pickup. Additional pickups are available
year-round for a fee.
Battery Recycling
- There are now four convenient Alhambra locations to drop off household
batteries. Please note that automobile and
industrial batteries are not accepted. Look
for Household Battery Recycling Containers at:
❖ Alhambra City Hall, 111 South First
Street
❖ Alhambra Civic Center Library, 101
South First Street
❖ Joslyn Center at Story Park, 210
North Chapel Avenue
❖ Alamnsor Park Office, 800 South
Almansor Street
Household Hazardous Waste Disposal
- Any products labeled toxic, poison,
combustible, corrosive, flammable, or irritant cannot be disposed of in your black,
green or blue bin. LA County Public Works
offers collection events every Saturday
throughout LA County to dispose of car
batteries, automotive products, light bulbs
(CFLs), gasoline and diesel fuel, medicine,
sharps waste/medical needles, spray paints,
and other HHW. Follow the QR code to
find a collection event near you:
❖ (QR code for https://pw.lacounty.
gov/general/enotifyCalendar/Calendar.aspx/)
❖
❖
❖
❖

2022 Alhambra
homeless count

The City of Alhambra needs your help!
All across Los Angeles County, there are
homeless men, women, and children in need
of support and vital services. We need your
help to know who they are and where they
reside. By volunteering for the Alhambra
Homeless Count, you are helping to gather
important data that is key for us to bring
about an end to homelessness in Los Angeles.
Join the City of Alhambra on January
25, 2022 from 8:00PM to midnight for
the Alhambra Homeless Count. Volunteers
are encouraged to sign up as teams of two

or more. This will allow teams to stay in
their Count Team Bubble with people
you know. If you do not have teammates
at this time, you are still welcome to sign
up as an individual for the Count. Others
can join your team later through this site,
or you can be a part of a team created at
your deployment site. Training will be
provided. For volunteer registration and
more information, please visit www.theycountwillyou.org. The City of Alhambra is
looking for 100 volunteers. Thank you and
we appreciate the help and support!
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Veterans and City Council members assemble for a picture.

Alhambra Girl Scouts lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

The return of Veteran’s Day
celebration in Alhambra

November 11th, the traditional
day for honoring our serving veterans and those men and women who
went before them has returned to
the Veteran’s Corner of Alhambra
Park. After last year’s cancelation due
to Covid, it was a welcome time to
come together once again to remember the fallen and thank the living
first responders who held the torch
of freedom.
A delightful prelude to the Eleven
A.M. program was the singing of
songs from the World War II era of
the 1940’s by the accomplished Sunset Singers known as the Hollywood
Bells. Their hour long set ended with
the favorite of the tunes of those
times, ‘The Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boy of Company B’. While they
sang, refreshments were available for

guests.
The program was presided over
by Alhambra Fire Chief Tom Phelps.
He started with a recognition of city
dignitaries and officers of American
Legion Post 139. Post Chaplain
Larry Uranga offered the Invocation
followed by the presentation of the
Wreath and posting of the colors
by Mayor Katherine Lee and the
Alhambra Police Department Honor
Guard.
The Sunset Singers returned to
sing the National Anthem followed
by Girl Scout Troop 7121 who led
the Flag Salute. Mayor Lee returned
to offer a short address on the importance of our veterans, followed by a
few remarks by Post 139 Commander Gilbert Cardoza.
The men of Post 139 conducted

the traditional observance to our
honored dead by lowering the flag
to half-staff. Chaplain Larry Uranga
returned for a closing invocation and
Chief Phelps ended the ceremony by
calling all veterans in attendance to
come to the front for group pictures.
Men and women who had served
in World War II, Korea, Vietnam,
and our more recent conflicts stood
side by side in memory of their days
of service and their missing brothers
in arms.
All in attendance were invited to
the Post 139 headquarters at 24 N
Stoneman Ave. for lunch where the
tribute to our veterans continued in
an informal gathering. Many thanks
to the Parks and Recreation Department for arranging the logistics for
the day’s event.

Historic Preservation Program
Plans are well underway for the establishment of the
historic preservation program in the city to recognize and
protect important properties in Alhambra’s history. The
project will be completed in three phases:
Phase 1: Historic Context Statement (underway!)
Phase 2: Historic Resources Survey and establishment
of Historic Preservation Commission
Phase 3: Historic Preservation Ordinance

The City is currently working on Phase 1, the preparation of the City’s first comprehensive, citywide historic
context statement. The historic context statement will
help to identify the important periods of development,
historic trends, and other influences that helped to shape
the built environment. This includes important people
and events, building types, architectural styles, local
architectural practitioners, and patterns of development.
The context is an important first step that
will provide the framework for the other
components of the Historic Preservation
Program.
The City will be engaging the community throughout the project, both to keep
the community apprised of the project
status and to solicit feedback and input.
To that end, we hope to hear from all of
you to help us tell Alhambra’s story. At any
time during the project, we want to hear
about the people, places, and stories that
matter most to you. For more information
or to get involved, visit our project website
at historicalhambra.com and follow on
social media.
Join the project team for the release
of the Historic Context Statement draft.
A copy of the draft will be available to
the public from December 13, 2021 to
February 28, 2022 on the project website.
The public will be able to review the draft
and submit comments to the City through
the project website. Please stay tuned for a
second virtual community outreach meeting in January 2022. For up-to-date new
or events, please visit and subscribe at our
project website at historicalhambra.com.

To Advertise in
Around Alhambra
call 626-282-8481
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From left to right: Fire Cadet Keoni Young, Fire Fighter Marcus Bennett, Fire Cadet Francisco
Sanchez, Fire Fighter/PM Vu Nguyen, Fire Fighter John Orrante, Fire Fighter/PM Tristan
Preciado, Fire Fighter/PM Kyle Kolb, Fire Captain Samuel Calabrese, Fire Captain Joseph
Galvan, Fire Engineer Anthony Reyes, Fire Engineer Ruben Vasquez, Fire Engineer Cody Vo,
and Fire Protection Specialist Kenneth Ng.

Spark of Love Toy Drive
The Alhambra Firefighters Association,
the City of Alhambra, and the Alhambra
Unified School District are asking for your
help to bring smiles to children’s faces this
holiday season.
We are joining ABC7, along with the
Southern California Firefighters, Toys for
Tots, and Subaru, in hosting the 29th year
of the Spark of Love Toy Drive.
This special community campaign
collects new, unwrapped toys and sports
equipment for underserved children and
teens in Los Angeles, San Bernardino,
Orange, Ventura and Riverside counties.
Boxes have been placed at several
locations throughout the city to collect
toys and gifts for underserved children for
the holidays. Donations will be accepted
through the end of December.
Make a difference by dropping off a
new, unwrapped toy or sports equipment
at any of the following sites during business hours:
• Alhambra City Hall, 111 S. First St.
• YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley,

401 Corto St.
• Alhambra Fire Department, Station
71, 301 N. First St.
• Alhambra Fire Department, Station
72, 1215 S. Sixth St.
• Alhambra Fire Department, Station
73, 2200 W. Main St.
• Alhambra Fire Department, Station
74, 2505 W. Norwood Place
• Alhambra Chamber of Commerce,
104 S. First St.
• Alhambra Unified School District
Office, 1515 W. Mission Road
• Alhambra Police Department, 211 S.
First St.
Monetary donation for the toy drive is
also accepted. Please make the check out
to the Alhambra Firefighters Association.
All proceeds will go toward buying toys
or sports equipment for the children.
For more information on how to donate,
please email Heather Blais-Pickering
at hblais@alhambrafire.org or visit our
website cityofalhambra.org.

VISIT THE CHAMBER ONLINE AT

alhambrachamber.org
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Councilmember Alhambra Councilmember Sasha Renée Pérez receives the 2021 Outstanding
Elected Official award from ActiveSGV.

Alhambra Councilmember
awarded “Outstanding” Honors
On October 21, 2021 at the LA County
Arboretum, Alhambra Councilmember Sasha Renée Pérez was recognized as elected
official of the Year at ActiveSGV's annual
awards party, Noche de las Luminarias,
which honors people making strides to
realize a more sustainable, equitable, and
livable San Gabriel Valley. Councilmember
Pérez, who has championed policies that
create social, environmental, and economic
justice for under-served communities, was
lauded for her efforts to. work with a coalition of residents, fellow councilmembers,
and ActiveSGV staff to implement the
City’s first dedicated bike lanes as part of
the “Reimagine Poplar Blvd” demonstration traffic safety project. In the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic, Sasha swiftly
championed a local Hero Pay initiative to
ensure grocery and pharmacy store workers
were financially compensated for their
essential service to the community.

According to ActiveSGV, Councilmember Pérez was additionally selected for the
award for her successful efforts to pass a local utensils-upon-request ordinance during
Earth Month (April). The first 'Skip-theStuff' ordinance in the San Gabriel Valley,
the policy is designed to reduce the amount
of non-recyclable, single-use, plastic waste
in the community associated with takeout
food orders. This ordinance and others like
it contributed to the CA State Legislature
to adopt a utensils-upon-request as a statewide requirement (AB 1276) in September
2021. The statewide law will go into effect
January 1, 2022.
Adding to the accolades for Alhambra's
newest councilmember, on November 6,
Councilmember Perez was also recognized
as the Democrat of the Year for Assembly
District 49 by the LA County Democratic
Party at their annual Franklin And Eleanor
Roosevelt Awards 2021.

Fire Chief Tom Phelps
retires after 41 years of
service to Alhambra

Young Tom Phelps grew up in neighboring San Marino and was in and out of
Alhambra all the time. Even at a young age
he knew he wanted to be a fireman. So, at
age 20, when he heard about an opening in
Alhambra he jumped at the chance. After
taking a physical exam and an interview
with the Chief, he hired into our fire department on December 4th 1980 when he
was 21.
A lot has happened on his watch. During
his career he has delivered two babies and
responded to wild fires in Oregon and New
Mexico. In the mid-80’s the EMTs that
served as first aid medical responders were
upgraded to paramedics and today 90% of
Alhambra’s fire fighters have been trained
and received certification.
In 2003, fire fighter Phelps was sent
to Texas to support the recovery of parts
and pieces of the Columbia Space Shuttle
which had broken apart upon reentry into
the atmosphere. Thousands of pieces of
hardware (and human remains) had rained
down on Texas and parts of Arkansas and
Louisiana. Phelps and his crews helped to
find, bag and tag, any and all parts they
could locate, turning them over to NASA
representatives.
In 2005, he was back in Texas to support the evacuation of a large part of the

Chief Thomas Phelps, Alhambra Fire
Department.

population of New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina. He helped to provide food,
shelter and medical care to the survivors of
the hurricane. There were also forest fires to
fight throughout California.
In April of 2015, after 36 years, he retired
as an Assistant Captain. A year later he was
talked into returning as Chief for another
five years. Finally after 41 years of service
to Alhambra he retired again in 2020 on
December 3rd.

It has been an active career for Chief
Phelps. As a fire fighter he was physically
on site protecting structures and dousing
hot spots. As Chief, he directed the operations of his department. This last summer,
he dispatched three different engine crews
sequentially to fight the Dixie fire.
The science of fighting wild fires is
well organized now. It was an unexpected
danger that caused the greatest worries to
firefighters and to Chief Phelps. When
the Covid pandemic struck it hit hard.
Over 200 Alhambrans have died as it

raged through the community. It was our
fire fighter/paramedics who were the first
responders to an enormous number of
Covid cases, transporting patients to the
hospital. Chief Phelps was greatly relieved
that none of his men or women were lost
to the pandemic.
Thank you Chief Phelps for your
41 years of dedication and service. The
Alhambra Fire Department was in good
hands on your watch. Best of luck on your
new adventures.
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Alhambra businesses feel impact It’s time to shop &
of global supply chain issues
compare plans for 2022

Like the rest of the nation, Alhambra
businesses also feel the impact of the global
supply chain issues. Over the last year, consumers developed new buying habits as a
result of the pandemic. Demand for goods
increased as consumers shifted to online
shopping, and the need for construction
materials and appliances surged as consumers undertook home improvement projects.
The increase in this demand coupled with
warehouse, distribution, and truck driver
shortages, and restricted movement of
trucks across borders over concerns of the
spread of COVID-19 and its variants, have
contributed to the unprecedented supply
chain gridlock.
Local businesses such as auto dealerships
and auto repair shops have directly felt the
consequences of the stalled movement of
goods.
According to Tom Stevenson, president
of Hi-Quality Auto Body on South Fremont Avenue, these shortages have affected
their ability to profit.
“It’s really paralyzing,” said Stevenson.
“We are an auto body repair shop that
relies on receiving parts like doors and
quarter panels, and the commotion at the
ports makes it very difficult to do our jobs.
Basically, we can’t make cars go home,” he
continued.
Kia of Alhambra has also reported an
impact on their business. The low inventory for new and used cars has increased
customers’ frustration in their inability to
purchase their desired vehicle, ultimately
affecting the number of customers that
patronize the dealership.
“We want to be able to provide more
jobs to Alhambra residents, so a lack of

inventory hinders this goal,” states Maria
Romero, manager of Kia of Alhambra.
The dealership has reduced its employees
from previous levels of approximately 25
salespeople and four managers to between
10 and 15 salespeople and two managers.
The ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach
continue to receive national attention for
these unprecedented challenges. Since the
ports receive nearly half of the imports
into the United States, they are therefore
integral to the nation’s supply chain and the
local region’s economic vitality.
The restaurant industry, a staple in Alhambra, has also reported an impact with
the scarcity of ingredients.
Though the backlog presents significant
challenges, some Alhambra businesses
are finding ways to mitigate this negative
impact.
“We had some problems getting
supplies like toilet paper, alcohol wipes,
fragrance strips, and more, but we are
mitigating these issues by partnering with
neighboring businesses to get these supplies
in our store,” said Diana Muñiz, manager
of Sephora at Alhambra.
Port authorities and administrators have
begun implementing policies to improve
movement, including increasing the ports’
operating hours to 24 hours a day and
implementing a “Container Excess Dwell
Fee” directed at ocean carriers that clog the
terminals.
In the meantime, business owners are
eager to have these policies alleviate the
current issues.
“Honestly, I just wish that they [public
administrators] would just get it done,”
concludes Stevenson.

Medicare’s Open Enrollment is ending
on December 7. Review your Medicare
health and drug coverage and compare
it with other plans that may better meet
your needs.
During Open Enrollment, you can
make these changes for your 2022
coverage:
• Change how you get your Medicare coverage—Original Medicare or a
Medicare Advantage Plan
• Switch Medicare Advantage Plans
(with or without drug coverage)
• Join, switch, or drop a Medicare
drug plan
Review your options
Even if you’re happy with your current
Medicare coverage, it’s important to
review your coverage options for 2022.
Here are a few reasons why:
1. Your needs may change. You may
find you’re going to the doctor more or
less often, the prescription drugs you take
may be different, or you may need better
access to health care services.
2. Benefits and costs can vary. Not
all Medicare coverage options offer the
same benefits. Plan benefits and costs
can change from year-to-year. If you
have a Medicare plan, check your Annual
Notice of Changes (ANOC) to see what’s
different for 2022.
3. New, more affordable Medicare
plans may be available. The total cost,
provider network, and services offered are
different between plans. Check if other
plan options could better meet your
needs or lower your out-of-pocket costs.
If you like your current health care
coverage and it’s still available in 2022,

Katherine Yu Simms has supported
seniors in making difficult and
important decisions for many years. She
can be reached at 323-854-2868, or
e-mail kyusimms@rey-top.com.

you don’t need to take any action.
Shop & compare plans in your area
Compare 2022 coverage options and
shop for plans. Get estimates of costs and
review benefits offered by Medicare health
and drug plans in your area. You can even
compare plans based on their star rating
for quality and performance.
If you log into (or create) your secure
Medicare account, you can:
• Save your current prescriptions and
favorite pharmacies.
• Get cost estimates for each plan
based on the drugs you take and pharmacies you use.
• See your costs if you get Extra Help
with prescription costs.

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY From Page 1

The program will have Santa riding
into town via fire truck, and then lighting
the Christmas tree at 6pm. After the ceremony, families can take complimentary
photos with Santa during the night. Attendees also get to enjoy adjacent eateries,
shopping from local pop-up vendors,
and holiday-day themed entertainment
from PopRock Academy.
PopRock Academy’s PopRockers,
Mini-PopRockers, Hip Hop Crew,
K-Pop Troupe, Break Dance Crew, and
Glee workshop singers are happy to be
back. The young performers, ranging
from the ages of seven years old to early
teens, will be dancing and performing hit

songs and holiday tunes all evening.
In the tradition of spreading holiday
cheer, donation boxes will also be available on site to help support the Alhambra
Fire Department's Spark of Love Toy
Drive. People are encouraged to bring a
new, unwrapped toy or gift certificate to
cheer up kids, and help those in need.
Equally important, this year’s Tree
Lighting event also hopes to spotlight the
area’s local businesses that are still trying
to recoup economic losses from last year.
All are invited to have an electric night
of eating, drinking, and shopping to support the Alhambra business community!
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Talbot Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm Insurance Regina Talbot, Agent, 626-357-3401
Insurance License #: 0G05807

Tips for ﬁrst time car
insurance buyers

Getting car insurance for the first
time? Here is what to know about policy
terms, coverage and potential discounts.
Buying a car can be exciting - and a
little bit scary. The same goes with getting
car insurance for the first time, all on your
own. There’s responsibility - deciding what
coverage and deductibles you want and
need, to name just two examples - and
freedom as you move from a parent or
caregiver’s policy to one that’s all your own.
There’s also the potential to make mistakes.
The first thing to understand about car
insurance is that there are a variety of factors
that can influence coverage and cost. Age,
marital status and home ownership are just
three determining factors. And what kind of
coverage (and deductible) you want should
an accident happen may also help you determine the policy and parameters you choose.
Here are questions to ask your State Farm®
agent about coverage and discounts as well
as the paperwork you may need to establish
your own auto insurance policy.
What Coverage Is Available and
Required?
Your agent can explain the types of
available coverage. These typically include
options such as liability, uninsured motorist coverage, collision and comprehensive.
When it comes to vehicle insurance, each
state sets its own limits on what’s required
and what’s optional. In addition, if you
have a loan on your vehicle, your lender
may specify insurance requirements, too.
Can You Explain The Terms Related
To My Policy?
Some may be familiar to you and others
may be new, but your agent will be able
to walk you through those insurance ins
and outs. Starters include the premium
(what you pay each month), the deductible
(what you’re responsible for paying after an
accident), exclusions and limitations (what
insurance does and does not cover) and

policy beginning and ending.
What Happens If I Need Help?
State Farm offers a number of options
to connect with your agent and a customer
service representative. One of the easiest
options is to download the free State Farm
mobile app. You can use it to access a copy
of your insurance policy, report a claim, pay
your bill and contact your agent. Search for
“State Farm mobile app” either through
iTunes or Google Play.
What Are Possible Auto Insurance
Discounts To Ask About?
Your agent can guide you through possible ways to save on your auto insurance,
including:
• Good student: save up to 25% for
good grades
• Safe driver: no at-fault accidents or
moving violations for three years
• Driver training: complete an approved driver education course
• Away at school: using the car only
while home during school vacations and
holidays
Paperwork To Bring To Your State
Farm Agent’s Office
To establish your own car insurance,
you’ll need:
• A valid driver’s license
• Bank account information
• Vehicle details, including the VIN
number (typically found on the dash near
the bottom of the windshield or inside the
driver’s door), make, model and year
• Loan information
Once you’ve established your policy,
schedule an insurance review at least once a
year to go over policies, changes and needs.
As you age, you may require more, less or
different coverage, and you may qualify for
additional savings.
For more information, contact State
Farm Agent Regina Talbot at (626)
357-3401.

On November 17, the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce celebrated the grand opening
of Ash-a's second location in Alhambra on Date Ave. Cutting the ribbon is Ash-a
CEO Young Chang, joined by Alhambra Chamber President Suzi Dunkel-Soto,
Senator Susan Rubio's Representative Charlie Tang, Alhambra Mayor Katherine
Lee, and Alhambra Chamber CEO John Bwarie (L-R).

Expires 12-31-2021

WELCOME OUR

Expires 12-31-2021

New CHAMBER MEMBERS!

Nu Millennium Hypnotherapy
326 S. Fremont Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-269-9071
NuMillenniumHypnotherapy.com
Nu Millennium Hypnotherapy is driven by
the passion and belief that every individual
deserves to live a life of balance and
wellbeing.
The Mobile Fitness Company
– Mobi-Fit
1617 N. El Centro Ave., #18
Los Angeles, CA 90028
323-380-8877
Mobi-fit.com
Mobi-Fit is a fitness and exercise delivery
System. Our system is configured to deliver

an exciting and fulfilling exercise regimen
to you and your neighborhood. We are
prepared and outfitted with essential fitness
equipment and an experienced, certified
instructor. Everything you need to help you
meet your health and fitness goals. Safely,
sustainably and conveniently.
Vez Guitar Academy
27 W. main Street, Suite E
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-300-5450
Vezguitaracademy.com
Whether you've been playing guitar for
years, picking up the guitar for the first
time, or need a place to restring or repair
your guitar, Vez Guitar Academy is the
place to be.

The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
thanks these members for renewing their memberships
and for their continued support:
Al’s Towing
906 Westminster Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-289-7277
Member since 1991

East West Bank Alhambra
403 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-576-7447
Member since 2018

West Main Animal
Hospital
2216 W. Main St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-2179
Member since 1981

Alhambra Police Foundation
Edwards
2801 W. Mission Rd.
Alhambra Stadium 14 & IMAX
Tastea
Alhambra, CA 91803
1 E. Main St.
349 E. Main St., Suite 104
626-407-0559
Alhambra, CA 91801
Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 2014
626-300-8312
626-289-8886
Member since 2007
Member since 2018
Almansor Court
700 S. Almansor St.
InveServ Corp.
Wendy’s
Alhambra, CA 91801
245 S. Atlantic Blvd.
123 S. Chapel Ave.
626-570-4600
Alhambra, CA 91801
Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 1986
626-282-7349
626-458-3435
Member since 2014
Member since 2012
American Legion Post – 139
24 N. Stoneman Ave.
W. Y. International Inc.
Kia of Alhambra
Alhambra, CA 91801
2000 S. Garfield Ave.
1247 W. Main St.
626-576-9584
Los Angeles, CA 90040
Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 1997
323-726-8733
626-289-0000
Member since 2014
Member since 1981
Asian Youth Center
100 W. Clary Ave. Marie Callender’s Restaurant YMCA of West San
San Gabriel, CA 91776
220 S. Atlantic Blvd.
Gabriel Valley
626-309-0425
Monterey Park, CA 91754
401 E. Corto St.
Member since 2011
626-281-9548
Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 2011
626-576-0226
Denny’s Restaurant
Member since 1990
369 W. Main St.
Mega Liquor #8
Alhambra, CA 91801
2020 W. Valley Blvd.
626-281-6701
Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 2016
626-282-7070
Member since 2007
To renew your membership with a credit card, please phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481.
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Tax Tips

Marketplace Sellers
If you sell anything on eBay, Etsy or
any other marketplace, the IRS wants to
know.
Starting in 2022, anyone who sells
more than $600 worth of goods through
any online marketplace will receive a
1099-K form, which is reported to the
IRS. Ending 2021, the marketplace
is only required to report to the IRS,
$20,000 in sales or 200 transactions.
The new rules, park of the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021, will apply
to anyone who receives payment for
goods or services that are processed by a
third-party payment network, like PayPal, Square, Venmo and many others.
For years 2021 and before, if your
sales did not meet the requirement of
receiving a 1099-K, the IRS trusted that
you reported your proper income. If you
have been reporting your marketplace
income, there is nothing different. The
change could actually be helpful for a lot
of sellers that sell less than $20k a year.
By receiving 1099-K, the seller will be
able to easily track the gross sales, which
needs to be reported the sellers Schedule
C. The seller must also realize that the
1099-K does not take into account any
returns, credits or any other allowances.
Good record keeping will benefit the
seller of overpaying on taxes.
Besides keeping track of the information above, the sell should keep track of
any expenses that are associated with the
marketplace business. Some of the more
common expenses would be shipping,
shipping supplies, marketplace and payment fees, supplies, driving miles, home
office expense, and any other expenses
related to the sales.
Since most marketplace sellers are selling products, it would be a good to take
an inventory at the end of the year. One
of the important deductions is “Cost of
Goods Sold”, which is, beginning inven-

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at Alhambra
Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St., Alhambra.
Alhambra Tax Center has served Alhambra
residents since 1970. He can be reached
at 626-282-1084. Tax questions, or
any other questions, can be e-mailed to
michael@alhambrataxcenter.com. To view
previous topics, read his blogs at www.
alhambrataxcenter.com.

tory plus purchases minus ending inventory. Beginning inventory would be the
inventory on January 1 for most sellers.
Ending inventory would the inventory
on December 31 of the same year as the
beginning inventory. Purchases could be
the actual purchase of the inventory or if
you are creating the item the supplies and
labor that you paid.
Besides owing taxes on your profit,
you may be liable for self-employment
tax which is 15.3% of your profits and
covers your Social Security and Medicare
taxes.
If you’re an existing or new to selling
on an internet marketplace, consider
your tax consequences which the new
reporting starts January 1, 2022. If you
have any questions, contact your tax
preparer or the IRS at irs.gov.

Notary services

are available at the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.
Must call for appointment.
626-282-8481
Observe COVID-19 guidelines.
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Chamber members, ambassadors and community members came together for the
monthly morning networking event.

The 2022 Tournament of Roses Queen and Court

will be at the Alhambra Chamber’s Rose Queen and Court luncheon,
Tuesday, Dec. 7, 11:30am at Almansor Court.

YMCA of WSGV
cuts ribbon for new
children’s center and
KABOOM playground

In October, Around Alhambra reported plans for a new playground to be
built at the YMCA of West San Gabriel
Valley. The playground was completed
on November 14 and is already serving
the children of the YMCA.
The playground was built by KABOOM, a non-profit organization that
partners with people and organizations
who share the common goal of providing
play space for children in areas of need.
This is their third playground build in
Alhambra. The first was a playground at
the YMCA in 2010, for older children.
That project was made possible with
the financial support of Home Depot
Foundation.
A second KABOOM playground was
built in Alhambra Park and financed by
the Los Angeles Dodgers. Appropriately
it is decked out in “Dodger” blue. The
latest playground is again at the YMCA,
this time funded by Smile Generation, a
dental group that “believes in a healthy
lifestyle and the importance of play”.
The three day build began on November 11, Veterans Day. This allowed
YMCA CEO, Valarie Gomez, the
opportunity to introduce Joe “Peppy”
Sciarra, a World War II Veteran and Past
President of the YMCA. The Alhambra
Police Honor Guard was also on hand
to present the flag, followed by the
Flag Salute and honoring of veterans in
attendance.
On Saturday, the volunteers worked
almost until dark. Lifting spirits of the
playground builders was DJ Party Pros
in memory of Cory Newman. On that
final day YMCA stakeholders gathered to

welcome California Assembly member
Ed Chau. Mr. Chau has been a champion for the Y. He was instrumental in
procuring California State funding from
the Department of Education for the
new children’s center which houses after-school programs, summer day camp
and numerous activities for kids. He
spoke about the benefits the Y provides
to the West San Gabriel Valley.
Greeting and thanking our Assemblyman was a long list of YMCA donors
and supporters including representatives of the Alhambra Police and Fire
Departments, Alhambra City Council
members, Mayor Katherine Lee, Sasha
Perez and Jeff Maloney, San Gabriel City
Council member Jason Pu, San Gabriel
Unified School District Superintendent
Jim Symonds and Rosemead City Council member Margaret Clark.
The Y’s Board President Barbara
Messina was in attendance as well as was
Savannah Moore, who represented L.A.
County Board of Supervisors member
Kathryn Barger along with members
of Tzu Chi International. After official
presentations, it was back to work on the
playground build for the rest of the day.
Volunteers were tired but spirits were
high as work proceeded.
Our YMCA is a growing and evolving organization. You can be a part of
the great work of the ‘Y with individual
or organizational donations. Contact
the YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley
for more information at 401 East Corto
Street, Alhambra, CA 91801 or phone:
(626) 576-0226, or Valarie R. Gomez,
CEO at val.ymca@gmail.com

Left to right in the Photo:
Princess Jeannine Briggs, John Marshall Fundamental High School
Princess Abigail Griffith, Pasadena High School
Princess Jaeda Waldon, La Canada High School
Queen Nadia Chung, La Canada High School
Princess Swetha Somasundaram, Arcadia High School
Princess Ava Feldman, South Pasadena High School
Princess McKenzie Street, Flintridge Sacred Heart
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Ken Lee, Pacific Plaza Premier Development Group Vice President of Development, accepts
award at Asian Youth Center 32nd Annual gala.

Alhambra’s own Paciﬁc
Plaza Premiere honored for
support of the San Gabriel
Valley most vulnerable
Car owners: Mr. Palmer, Mr. Lonigrov, Mr. Gomez, Mr. Moran, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Ayala,
On October 22, 2021, AlhamMr. Romero, Mr. Bojorquez.
bra-based Pacific Plaza Premier Development Group received the Corporate
Partnership Award from Asian Youth
Center (AYC) for its extraordinary efforts
to support those in need during the
COVID-19 Pandemic.
As a community-based nonprofit
organization focused on empowering atrisk youth in the San Gabriel Valley and
neighboring regions, AYC had to ramp
up its Emergency Food Program at the
outset of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the sudden spike in unemployment from
50 families once a month to 400 families
two-four times per month. Pacific Plaza
Vehicle courtesy of New Century BMW of Alhambra.
Premier Development Group committed
to help provide the funds needed to
serve this need with a generous donation
and then rallied its closest partners and
friends to raise more than $35,000 for
AYC’s Emergency Food Program.
At the event, Ken Lee, Vice President
of Development, accepted the award on
behalf of Pacific Plaza Premier DevelopThe Alhambra Car Show returned this non-profit, From The Heart Productions, ment Group and shared that the compayear bringing the community together the fiscal sponsor of the documentary film,
to support the great cause of educational The Forgotten Angels. The film chronicles
opportunities for homeless youth. Both a group of homeless children's journey of
classic and exotic cars packed the Evike overcoming daunting obstacles to pursue
parking lot as car lovers gathered to share their academics, revealing the powerful
common interests and donate to the perseverance of youth.

Alhambra Car Show benefits
From The Heart Productions

AUSD and partners strive to
make holidays a bit brighter
In partnership with the Alhambra Fire
Department, the Alhambra Unified School
District is pleased to continue supporting
the annual Spark of Love toy drive this
holiday season. Now in its 29th year, the
Spark of Love toy drive has successfully
collected and distributed nearly 10 million
toys. Organizers hope to make this year’s
holiday season brighter by delivering joy to
those who need it most.
AUSD relies on the community’s
generosity to help support our struggling
families during the holidays. Donation
boxes were placed at each school site and
the district office last month and will
continue accepting new, unwrapped toys
through December 9, 2021.
Most years, most toy donations have

been geared for the younger children and
there always seems to be a lack of appropriate gifts for teenagers. AUSD is partnering
with the Alhambra Educational Foundation (AEF) to collect monetary donations,
which will be used to purchase gift cards
for older children and teens. You can make
a donation by visiting the AEF website
(www.aef4kids.com) and indicating your
donation is for the Spark of Love toy drive.
The district is grateful to be surrounded
by many generous community members
who often ask us about providing holiday
meals to struggling families in the district.
If you are interested in making a donation
of food, we recommend supporting the Alhambra Teachers Association’s food pantry
by calling 626-289-1933.

ny and its partners helped raise another
$26,650 for AYC through sponsorships
and donations for the 32nd Anniversary
Celebration & Awards Ceremony. He
also announced that Pacific Plaza Premier Development Group would match
another $10,000 in donations, dollar
for dollar, for AYC through the end of
2021, bringing the total to more than
$46,000 this year alone. Those interested
in supporting AYC's vital work can visit
https://www.aycla.org/donate.html.
AYC’s 32nd Anniversary Celebration
& Awards Ceremony was hosted on
the rooftop terrace of the Hilton Los
Angeles/San Gabriel Hotel and was
well attended by more than 300 guests,
including congressional, state, and local
elected leaders, business leaders, and
various other community leaders and
advocates. Other honorees included Dr.
Barbara Ferrer, Director of Los Angeles
County Department of Public Health,
Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council (AP3CON), and Ted Chen, General
Assignment Reporter for NBC4.

12/2021

COMMUNITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

27 Quick and Easy
Fix Ups to Sell Your
Home Fast and
for Top Dollar
Alhambra - Because your home may well be your largest asset,
selling it is probably one of the most important decisions you
will make in your life. And once you have made that decision,
you'll want to sell your home for the highest price in the shortest
time possible without compromising your sanity. Before you
place your home on the market, here's away to help you to be as
prepared as possible. To assist homesellers, a new industry report
has just been released called "27 Valuable Tips That You Should
Know to Get Your Home Sold Fast and for Top Dollar." It tackles
the important issues you needto know to make your home competitive in today's tough, aggressive marketplace.
Through these 27 tips you will discover how to protect and
capitalize on your most important investment, reduce stress, be
in control of your situation, and make the best profit possible. In
this report you'll discover how to avoid financial disappointment
or worse, a financial disaster when selling your home. Using a
common-sense approach, you will get the straight facts about
what can make or break the sale of your home.
You owe it to yourself to learn how these important tips will
give you the competitive edge to get your home sold fast and for
the most amount of money.
Order your free report today. To order your FREE copy of this
report call toll-free 1-888-300-4632 and enter 1023. You can call
any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report NOW.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real Estate Broker
Lic# 01820322. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently
under contract. Copyright © 2012
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Ramona Convent students visit Chico State.
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Assemblymember Ed Chau with Leo Barrera, SGV Water Company and VFW Post 10218.

Assemblymember Chau hosts
College exploration trips
resume at Ramona Convent ninth annual “Operation
Recently, a large group of motivated
9th, 10th, and 11th graders from Ramona Convent headed north for a unique
opportunity to visit Northern California
colleges on a school-sponsored trip
arranged through IST Campus Tours by
Associate Principal for Academics & Student Services, Mr. Alberto Chavarria. He
shared "it gives the girls an eye-opening
experience from the moment they set foot
on each campus. It gives a realistic insight
into the college environment and how it
relates to the personality of each student."
When meeting with students, he explains
that "students in all grades can attend these
amazing trips and it's never too early to
attend a college tour. This is their chance
to be inspired and get motivated."
The 4-day tour took students to 8 different schools and included travel to local
sight-seeing and tourist destinations near

the colleges, accommodations, food, and
fun. Students also enjoyed visiting with
Ramona alumnae during their campus
tours. As the trip came to an end, all in
attendance came home with a wealth of
knowledge they will carry with them as
they continue the college search and application process.
Ramona is a welcoming Catholic
college-prep high school for girls in grades
9-12. Ramona graduates face the future
with an extraordinary education, a global
vision fueled by Catholic values, an independent spirit, confident leadership skills,
the support of their Ramona sisters, and
the strength of a legacy of more than 130
years of excellence.
Ramona Convent Secondary School,
1701 W. Ramona Rd, Alhambra, CA
91803, (626) 282-4151 or visit www.
ramonaconvent.org.

Gobble” – Turkey Giveaway

Ed Chau, in partnership with the
San Gabriel Valley Water Company,
California American Water Company and
Golden State Water Company, hosted
the 2021 Operation Gobble in Monterey
Park. This is the ninth consecutive year of
the event in collaboration with local food
banks, community-based organizations,
and local water companies, to allocate
turkeys for vulnerable populations in
the 49th Assembly District. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and physical
distancing protocols still in effect, turkeys
were distributed via a drive-thru.
“Many Angelenos struggle with food
access or are unable to eat regular meals
due to lack of money or resources. In fact,
a recent study revealed that nearly one
million residents in LA County experience

food insecurity,” said Assemblymember
Chau. “The holiday season is a time for
gratitude and sharing with others. Thankfully, the nonprofits we partnered with
today serve as an avenue to getting food to
those with the most need.”
The 2021 Operation Gobble community partners include: Boys and Girls
Clubs of West San Gabriel Valley and
Eastside; Home of Angels; Potrero Heights
Community and Senior Center; The
Kiwanis Club of Temple City; Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States Post,
Greater El Monte Post 10218; El Monte/
South El Monte Emergency Resources
Association; The Church of Our Savior
Center; Asian Youth Center; and La Casa
De San Gabriel Community Center.
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5-8 Age Group

Left to right, Finalist from
5-8 age group: Michael San
chez and
Sherrel Pena - Chucky and
Bride of Chucky (3rd);
Joey and Zoey Casias - Do
ritos and Cheetos Chips (2n
d); and
Olivia and Isabel Wang - He
llo Kitty Ice Cream Truck
(1st).

MC, Dameion “Lucky” Smith
explaining the rules of the
costume contest.

ber,
ent of the Alhambra Cham
Left to right, Judges: Presid
rez
Policeman, Joel Rami ;
Suzi Dunkel-Soto; Alhambra
yor Katherine Lee.
Brown; and Alhambra Ma
Alhambra Fireman, Mike

Left to right: Arianna Pineda
as Selena (finalist);
Ailia Ng as Sushi (Grand Pri
ze Winner); and
Olivia and Isabel Wang - He
llo Kitty Ice Cream Truck
(finalist).

15

16

COMMUNITY NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

A Christmas Joy

BY MINISTER JUSTIN CHANG, MINISTER
OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH, MANDARIN
BAPTIST CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES
Christmas has always been a joyous
occasion for my family. This year, my
family will be experiencing Christmas joy
in a brand new way. My wife and I are
celebrating our very first Christmas with
our very first daughter! My daughter, Joy,
is the greatest blessing we have received
from the Lord and we are so excited to
share the joys of Christmas with her. As
my whole heart bursts with love when I
look at my precious daughter, I also feel
an enormous weight and responsibility to
teach her the source of Christmas joy.
The classic Christmas song, Joy to the
World, sums up the basic Christmas truth
in these lyrics: Joy to the world, the Lord
has come. The source of Christmas joy
is the coming of Jesus to the world as a
human baby boy. His entrance to the

world gives us hope for an eternal future
with God in heaven. God sent Jesus
to restore the broken relationship that
humankind has with God, and in doing
so, Jesus offers salvation to all who trust
in His name. This gift of salvation is for
anybody and everybody who puts their
faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. My
prayer is that my daughter would come
to know this Truth and that you could
know this Truth in your hearts as well.
Christ is the greatest Joy to the world.
I would like to invite you to come
and know this great joy that is found in
Jesus Christ. Please come join us for our
Christmas Eve service in person at 110
West Woodward Avenue or on livestream
on YouTube on Friday, December 24
at 7:30pm. We also have services every
Sunday at 9:00am in English, Mandarin,
and Cantonese. Please visit our website
for more information at www.mbcla.org.
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First United Methodist
Church of Alhambra
English Worship 11 a.m. in the Chapel – The Carols of Christmas
November 28 - Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
December 5 - What Child Is This?
December 12 - O Little Town of Bethlehem
December 19 - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
December 24 - Christmas Eve @ 4 p.m. (Sanctuary)
December 26 - We Three King

Mandarin Worship 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary – Advent Celebration
November 28 - HOPE
December 5 - PEACE
December 12 - JOY
December 19 - LOVE
December 24 - Christmas Eve @ 7 p.m.

First United Methodist Church of Alhambra

9 N. Almansor St., Alhambra, CA 91801 • (626) 289-4258

Michael Dergar, President & CEO of Academy of Special Dreams, Artist Ruben Rojas and
Erika Deacon, Operations Manager for The Alhambra.
Photo credit: Randall Michelson Photography

The Alhambra unveils new
outdoor sculpture by noted
LA artist Ruben Rojas
Members of the community joined The
Ratkovich Company on November 18 for
the unveiling of a new outdoor sculpture
by noted Los Angeles artist Ruben Rojas
at The Alhambra. The commissioned artwork, titled EVOLve, marks the expansion
of The Alhambra’s public art program to
include open air installations.
Featured Speakers:
Erika Deacon, Operations Manager for
The Alhambra
Ruben Rojas, Artist
Michael Dergar, President & CEO,
Academy of Special Dreams Foundation
Attendees:
Artist Ruben Rojas, his wife Zee, and
son Remmy
Michael Dergar, President & CEO of
Academy of Special Dreams
Kevin Houser, VP of Property Management at The Ratkovich Company
Suzi Dunkel-Soto, President of Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
Irma Hernandez, Alhambra Chamber
of Commerce
Alhambra Chief of Police Eric Parra
Members of Alhambra Rotary Club
Tenants of The Alhambra

Attendees viewed the unveiling of
EVOLve as a permanent installation
in The Alhambra’s Certified Butterfly
Garden. EVOLve is the latest work in the
Love Sculpture series by Ruben Rojas. The
massive 8-foot by 6-foot sculpture features
Rojas’ iconic “love” script, with a realistic
depiction of a Monarch Butterfly gently
alighting at the tip.
Rojas says, “Taking a page out of the
butterfly’s journey, EVOLve speaks to the
evolving growth and rebirth of the human
community. Nothing remains the same,
and we can always transcend the current
state of affairs and fly like a butterfly.
I believe that public art is vital to our
communities. As an artist, I can connect
and inspire a community through my
work. Just as the caterpillar experiences
metamorphosis to become a butterfly, this
piece is dedicated to those who feel stuck,
trapped, or uninspired. Look within and
give yourself the space to shed the old and
become the new.”
The Alhambra Public Art Program was
launched in 2019 to serve the community
and support local artists. The inaugural
exhibition was presented by the Academy

of Special Dreams Foundation, a non-profit organization dedicated to bringing
awareness to artists in the special needs
community. Since then, The Alhambra
has donated gallery space to the Academy
for ongoing exhibitions. Their latest show,
Empowering Artists, is hanging at The
Alhambra through April 2022.
About Academy of Special Dreams
Foundation
Academy of Special Dreams Foundation
was founded by President & CEO Michael
Dergar with the mission to increase public
awareness, recognition and appreciation
of the creative talents of people with
disabilities by providing opportunities
that encourage, promote and showcase
their artistic expressions. https://www.
specialacademy.org

About Ruben Rojas
Ruben Rojas is a Los Angeles-based artist, activist, speaker, and entrepreneur who
uses art to inspire others to see through
the lens of love. Rojas’s colorful murals
and sculptures can be seen throughout
Southern California and beyond. https://
rubenrojas.com/
About The Alhambra
The Alhambra is a 40-acre reimagined
mixed-use urban community developed
by The Ratkovich Company that supports
productivity and efficiency in the workplace through the concept of balance and
wellness. The Alhambra constantly strives
to provide stellar amenities for tenants and
support the community through special
events and other activities. https://www.
thealhambra.net/
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Rotary Club of Alhambra, the Academy of Special Dreams and
the Monarca Project supply wheelchairs for needy in Mazatlán
The Academy of Special Dreams
Foundation and The Rotary Club
of Alhambra, in collaboration with
Mazatlán North Rotary Club and
Cutura Mazatlán were able to donate
more than 30 wheelchairs for very
low-income families living with
disabilities in the City of Mazatlán,
Sinaloa Mexico.
The Alhambra Rotary Club is
happy to partner with local organizations such as The Academy of
Special Dreams as we strive to fulfill
similar missions. Our club’s Professor
Luis Carlos’ Monarca Project aims
to provide ongoing support to help
the cause of ensuring that individuals have the freedom to live independently and free of discrimination
by empowering them to regain the
ability to pursue a meaningful career,
to contribute to society and to be part
of their community. The individuals
we seek to help with wheelchairs
have unfortunately felt helpless and
overlooked for far too long and thus
welcome the wheelchair’s ability to
help them break free of the perceived
bias that comes from what others
deem as a limiting disability.
More than 30 families were grateful to receive these wheelchairs. “My
mother has been in bed for more than
7 months because we did not have a
wheelchair” said a family member of
one of the wheelchair’s recipients.

In addition to giving away more than 30
wheelchairs, Michael Dergar founder of The
Academy and also a proudly Rotarian, provided
14 scholarships to emerging artists plus two
group scholarships thanks to the generosity of
Helen Woo.
“I give many thanks to The Rotary Club of
Alhambra for supporting our Monarca Project
to benefit people living with disabilities in Mexico and also my deepest thanks to my dear friend
and mentor Mrs. Helen Woo for believing in my

mission of inclusion and art”.
“We have exceeded our expectations” said
Michael Dergar. Now, we are working together
with Cultura Mazatlán fundraising for an elevator to make the famous Angela Peralta Gallery
more accessible.
The Academy of Special Dreams deeply
thanks, The Alhambra Rotary Club Monarca
project team, Lic. Jose Angel Tostado Quevedo
Director of Cultura Mazatlán, Dory Perdomo
from BAUPRES, Gabriela Peña Chico President

of DIF Mazatlán, Mazatlán North
Rotary Club, Academy Community
Ambassadors Julieta Lomeli, Academy
Supporter and Ambassador Alejandra
Perez Barros from Actitud Magazine,
Chef Gilberto Del Toro, Maestra
Zoila Fernandez and all the volunteers
and community leaders for helping
us to make these events possible but
most of all for helping us to make a
more inclusive society regardless of
disabilities.
We appreciate your support of the
Academy of Special Dreams Foundation. You can follow the work of
the Special Academy by subscribing
at http://www.specialacademy.org or
became a Fan at Facebook: Special
Academy
http://www.facebook.
com/specialacademy also by staying
in touch with us on Twitter http://
twitter.com/specialacademy
The Academy of Special Dreams
Foundation believes that all persons,
regardless of their disabilities, should
have equal opportunities to express
their talents and to be successful in
the Arts. As a tax-exempt 501(c)(3)
nonprofit corporation, the Special
Academy's mission is to increase
public awareness, appreciation and
recognition of the creative talents of
people with disabilities by providing opportunities that encourage,
promote and showcase their artistic
expressions.
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Regional e-bike rental program
The San Gabriel Valley Council of
Governments is working on a regional
e-bike rental program and looking for
public feedback. The program will likely be
designed to facilitate affordable rentals of
good quality electric bicycles on a monthly
basis. This approach is aimed at giving
residents of Alhambra and the greater San
Gabriel Valley an opportunity to become
more familiar with this increasingly popular form of zero emission mobility; an

To inquire about
these adoptable animals,
contact the San Gabriel
Valley Humane Society at
626-286-1159, or visit at
851 E. Grand Ave., San
Gabriel. Adoption hours
are 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Tuesday through
Sunday. The shelter is
closed on Mondays.
Directions and photos of
many more dogs and cats
can be found online at
www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee for
cats is $99, which includes
spay/neuter, vaccinations,
de-worming, FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 - $145
dog adoption fee includes
microchip, vaccinations,
spay/neuter surgery, and

electric bicycle is a bicycle equipped with
an electric motor that may be activated in
order to assist with pedaling. The program
is expected to include two types of bicycle,
a simple, all-purpose electric bicycle, and
a cargo electric bicycle designed to carry
larger loads and small children. If you live
in Alhambra and are interested in electric
bike rentals, please take a moment to
complete this survey: bit.ly/ebikeEsurvey
Responses are due by December 31, 2021.
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Alhambra Womans Club
to celebrate the Christmas
season on Wednesday, Dec. 1

The Womans Club will meet at 11 am, at Almansor Court, 700 S. Almansor,
Alhambra. All are welcome to join and enjoy good humor, a lovely view, excellent
food and entertainment which will be provided by Mariachi AZTECA. The club
makes donations to various charities, and causes, and will again assist the Alhambra
Fire Departments Spark of Love Toy Drive. Please bring new, unwrapped gift for a
child. Please make reservations by Nov. 29 at (626) 289-9307.

Bruce

de-worming, as well as a
free health check-up at a
participating vet (some
breeds slightly higher).
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same time
for a reduced fee.
The Senior for Senior
Program offers pets for
$39 each.

German Shepherd Mix • Adult
• Male • Large

Mountain Doc Mix • Adult • Male
• Medium

The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.

Bruce is a handsome male German
Shepherd mix with a vibrant coppercolored coat. Bruce knows how to sit and
gently take treats, walks well on a leash and
enjoys sun-bathing! He would benefit in a
home as the only dog. Bruce needs a forever
home with a family that will be patient
with his training. To schedule a "Meet and
Greet" appointment, call the San Gabriel
Valley Humane Society at 626-286-1159.
Or inquire online through our website at
https://www.sgvhumane.org/adopt

Ezra is a stunning brown brindle 4-yearold Formosan Mountain mix male dog. He
is a unique and high energy dog who would
make a great companion to anyone with
an active lifestyle. To schedule a "Meet and
Greet" appointment call the San Gabriel
Valley Humane Society at 626-286-1159.
Or inquire online through our website at
https://www.sgvhumane.org/adopt.

Penny

Cane Corso MIx • Adult • Female
• Extra Large
Penny is a 2-year-old female Cane Corso mix.
She has a gorgeous gray coat and weighs about
103 pounds! Penny will do well in a home
with a large yard. She is a bit shy, so she
will need some patience and understanding
until she gets to know you. Penny may prefer
to be in a home as the only dog. To schedule
a "Meet and Greet" appointment call the San
Gabriel Valley Humane Society at 626-2861159. Or inquire online through our website
at https://www.sgvhumane.org/adopt.
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The ATA food pantry helps combat food insecurity in the community, thanks to assistance from hardworking students in the LIFT program (Mary Molina, Tommy Le, John Huang, and Wenjing Chen).

This infographic summarizes AUSD’s efforts to become more energy efficient. A detailed report will
be shared at an upcoming BOE meeting, but all results show significant improvements and savings
of over $5.4 million since the baseline data was established in 2015-16.

AUSD continues path
to energy efficiency,
saving $1.5 million
Alhambra Unified School District has
much to celebrate with the results of their
recent annual energy report. It found
AUSD to be 37% more energy efficient
than the average California school district
and 54% more energy efficient than the
average U. S. school district.
Over the last five years, the Facilities
department has focused on making
changes that create energy efficiency and
cost savings. They have implemented
strategic plans to lower the projected costs
each year. Improvements included retrofitting interior lighting with LEDs and

installing new HVAC units and controls,
and strategic summer shutdowns in the
afternoons.
The establishment of an Energy
Manager dashboard enables tracking of
electricity and natural gas consumption at
each site Many sites have successfully implemented energy-saving measures, with
Fremont, Granada, and Ramona Schools
determined to be the most energy efficient
sites in the district.
These strategic adjustments have
resulted in annual savings of almost $1.5
million to the district.

Alhambra Teachers Association
builds safety net for local
families during pandemic
Across the nation, food insecurity concerns have intensified during the last 21
months, including in our local community. The Alhambra Teachers Association
(ATA) recognized the increased struggles
among students’ families and looked for
tangible ways to meet those needs.
Thanks to partnerships with local organizations and donations from generous
sponsors, ATA’s outreach has expanded to
a twice-a-month food pantry open to the
community. In addition to non-perishable
food, they provide diapers, baby formula,
and, when available, fresh produce.
Behind the scenes, a network of current
and retired teachers support the program.
Other valuable assistance comes from
students in Alhambra Unified School
District’s LIFT (Learning Independence
for Transition) program, who stock food,
prepare labels, fill distribution bags, and
help with clerical tasks.
Four LIFT students, who range in
age from 19 to 21, come to the ATA
office every Wednesday and are paid for
their work while developing job skills to
become more independent. The students
say they hope to obtain jobs working in
an office, library, or Trader Joe’s and feel
their experience at the ATA office better

prepares them to enter the work force.
“The students dove right into the job
of supporting our community food pantry, making sure each bag of food is carefully packed,” said ATA president Tammy
Scorcia. “We also quickly saw the unique
skills some students had. When parents
needed support in various languages,
these students did not even skip a beat
to step up and translate, helping families
feel secure and welcome.” This impressive
partnership has benefitted ATA, LIFT
students, and the community-at-large.
The ATA pantry receives donations,
but the need is great and more donations
are always welcome. They now have a
refrigerator and a box freezer, so they can
accept donations of both perishable and
non-perishable items, and are especially in
need of holiday items.
The next ATA food pantry distributions will be from 9:00 am to 11:00 am
on December 1 and 15 and January 5 and
9 at the ATA office located at 3030 West
Main Street in Alhambra. Community
members can pre-register for the food
pantry at https://bit.ly/ATAFoodPantry.
Alternate pick-ups and donations to the
food pantry can be arranged by calling
626-289-1933.

MKAM DANCE TEAM From Page 1

the NBC primetime series, “WORLD
OF DANCE” propelled them all the way
to the redemption round. MKAM is the
first-ever high school dance program featured on the show. Last season, MKAM
reached the quarterfinals on AMERICA’S
GOT TALENT.
The AUSD MKAM dancers’ boundary-breaking style is even more notable
because none of the student dancers had
any previous technical training before
joining the team. Under the direction of
their Mark Keppel High dance teacher,

Mr. Activate Arroyo, these students have
amassed 12 National Championship
titles AND three U. S. Grand National
Championships since 2016.
MKAM recently performed at the
coronation ceremony for the 2022
Tournament of Roses Queen and Court
in Pasadena. The dance team is invited to
share their talent at the California School
Boards Association’s annual education
conference on December 3, 2021. “Because boys can dance, too!” says Arroyo.
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Brightwood middle
schoolers preview
new student clubs

Brightwood School students recently
launched several new middle school
clubs and held a preview day to showcase
them for their peers. Each new club,
which requires a faculty advisor, submitted an application to the principal, was
reviewed and then approved by the ASB
officers. Most clubs were student-initiated and support Brightwood’s efforts to
help students feel connected to school.
"I have been amazed at our students'
leadership abilities and initiative in creat-

In a night of celebration and remembrance, the Boosters of Voices of Immigrant Students of
Alhambra (VISA) hosted a memorable Día de los Muertos benefit to raise funds for the Alhambra
High Dream Center and the Dream Allies Network for AUSD and LAUSD dream center resource
centers.

VISA boosters Día de los
Muertos Gala benefits
Dream Center students

ing and organizing our new Brightwood
clubs! By offering these clubs we hope
to strengthen students' connection to
school. I'm so thankful to the teachers’
for their willingness to give their time
to advise a club!" explains Brightwood
principal Candace Montesanti-Griego.
“There’s already a lot of interest from
other students and staff members to start
additional clubs. We've worked really
hard on these clubs, but this is just the BY JAVIER GUTIERREZ, CHAIR, ALHAMBRA and family who have passed beyond. The
beginning!”
HIGH SOCIAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT
altar was a way to include those who are
It was a night of richly visual celebration no longer with us in person. Guests were
and remembrance as the Boosters of Voices encouraged to write names on decorated
of Immigrant Students of Alhambra (VISA) cards and place them on the altar with
hosted a memorable Día de los Muertos candles and other decorations meant to
benefit to raise funds for the Alhambra celebrate their memories.
High Dream Center and the Dream Allies
Attending the event were CongressNetwork for dream center resource centers woman Judy Chu who presented the
in AUSD and LAUSD.
students certificates for their courage in
Candlelight, live music, artwork, telling their truths publicly and members
student performances, and stories from Supervisor Hilda Solis’ staff who likeof migration inspired attendees and wise honored the students’ bravery. Also
demonstrated the strength of the future in attendance were Alhambra City Council
student leaders. Held out-of-doors at the member and VISA Booster CEO Adele
Alhambra Masonic Lodge, the October Andrade-Stadler, Councilmembers Sasha
30 benefit was the VISA Boosters first Renee Perez and Ross Maza. Ken Tang,
fundraising gala.
AUSD School Board President, Board
The evening was designed to raise Members Kaysa Moreno, Dr. Marcia Wilawareness and support for the challenges son, and Bob Gin were also in the crowd of
of supporting the immigrant community supporters, along with many other AUSD
during and beyond the COVID pandemic. educators.
Attended by over 150 community memThe Dream Center’s next event is Combers, the event featured two traditional ing Out of The Shadows Week in March
folklorico dances by AHS teacher Sandra 2022. This includes student workshops
Saavedra, public readings, videos by eight and presentations, a school visit by English
Joselyn Cooper Martinez is the Alhambra high school students on their immigration Learner parents, an immigrant-related film
Management Association’s selection for the Every experience to America, and a performance viewing/discussion, collaborations with
Student Succeeding Award. Congratulations, by the band Sin Miedo (Without Fear) students from LAUSD Dream Centers,
made up of AUSD professionals David student speeches at AHS, and a big public
Joselyn for this very well-deserved recognition.
Jauregui, Jose Martinez and Frank Tobias. community event led by students.
In addition to the formal program
You can read more about Voices of ImTeachers Association’s food pantry and
guests
were
invited
to
particípate
in
a
pubmigrant
Students of Alhambra (VISA) and
food distribution events. Alhambra Counlic
Día
de
los
Muertos
altar
composed
of
make
a
donation
towards their important
cilmember Adele Andrade-Stadler honored
“ofrendas”
and
commemorations
of
friends
work
at:
https://www.visaalhambra.org/.
Joselyn by appointing her to the city's
Youth Commission.
Joselyn was recognized at the ACSA
Leadership Summit with an award certificate and a check for $250. Superintendent
Denise Jaramillo adds, “We salute Joselyn
alhambrachamber.org
for her courage and significant accomplishments. Her empathy and success are an
inspiration to all of us lucky enough to be
in her orbit.”

Alhambra High Senior
honored with “Every
Student Succeeding” Award

“Being able to help others when you
yourself are struggling is the sign of not only
a strong character, but of unique empathy
and perspective,” wrote Alhambra High
teacher Javier Gutierrez in his nomination
of AHS senior Joselyn Cooper Martinez for
the Every Student Succeeding Award.
In its 26th year, this prestigious award
sponsored by the Association of California School Administrators, recognizes
courageous students who have overcome
tremendous obstacles to reach their goals of
academic excellence. Each ACSA chapter
selects a deserving student every year and
this year, the Alhambra Management Association board members selected Joselyn.
“Rarely have I encountered a student
with such an empathetic and selfless attitude
as Joselyn. When she is not helping others,
she is often looking for ways to help others,” said Gutierrez. “These unique qualities
are all the more special when you remember
she is an immigrant to our country. To find
the courage to help others, speak up, and
become an advocate is something that
does not come easily to recent immigrants.
Joselyn, however, makes it look effortless.”
Joselyn is a leader in both her school
and community. She’s served in AHS
leadership positions in ASB, VISA Service
Club, and the Immigrant Rights Dream
Resource Center. Joselyn has also been
a frequent volunteer at the Alhambra
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Go Moors!

Alhambra Moors football
team advances in CIF playoffs
BY MIKE KOSKI, PRESIDENT, ALHAMBRA
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS HALL OF FAME
COMMITTEE
The Alhambra Moors 2021 Football
Team will play in a CIF Southern Section
semifinal game for the second time in the
last three years as they take on the Loara
Saxons from Anaheim on Friday at Moor
Field. In 2019 the Moors went through
the regular season undefeated and won two
Division 13 playoff games before losing to
Ramona Rams from Riverside 28-24 in the
semifinal game. They finished that season
12-1 in what is regarded as their best season
in decades. That team was made up of a lot
of seniors, many of whom made All League
and All CIF.
This year the team is very young and
inexperienced mostly due to the pandemic
that affected the 2020 season. There are
only ten players who played Varsity last
season which consisted of one game. Head
Coach Eric Bergstrom and his dedicated
staff worked hard to get this group of players ready for the 2021 season. They began
this season with losses to South El Monte
and Mary Star of the Sea before getting
a victory over Temple City. The Moors
finished the preseason with losses to South
Pasadena and Trinity Classical Academy.
The Moors began Almont League
play with a convincing victory over Mark
Keppel, 34-12, before losing to Schurr,
42-22. Needing to win at least two out
of the last three league games for a chance
to advance to the playoffs, the Moors beat
Montebello, 40-27, before losing to San
Gabriel, 28-17. That set the stage for a big
game with Bell Gardens who had stunned
previously unbeaten San Gabriel, 35-0,
two weeks earlier. The Moors scored 21
points in the second quarter and added
another score in the third quarter to defeat
Bell Gardens, 28-13. The Moors finished
Almost League play in a three-way tie for

second place with a record of 3-2. In a
series of coin tosses, the Moors prevailed
giving them second place outright and a
spot in the playoffs.
Thanks to the CIF-SS switching to a
new playoff format that places teams in
divisions based on results from the current
season using computer rankings from
Calpreps, the Moors were placed in the
Division 14 playoff bracket. They have
taken that opportunity and ran with it with
two victories. The Moors beat Santa Rosa
Academy, 49-14, and Anza Hamilton,
21-6, to get them into the semifinal game
against Loara with an opportunity to get
back into the finals for the first time in over
six decades.
The 2021 Moors are led by Senior
Quarterback Michael Gonzalez who has
thrown for 2,000 yards and 25 touchdowns. Gonzalez has also run for 350 yards
and 3 touchdowns. Senior Luis Sanchez
along with Juniors Erick Baray and Cyrus
Wu lead the running attack with over
1,300 yards and 21 touchdowns. Seniors
Liam Barajas, Johnny Thang along with
Juniors Josh Soto and Trey Ragland lead
the receivers with over 1,800 yards and 27
touchdowns between them. Sophomore
Emilio Reynoso has kicked 27 PAT’s and
a field goal.
Whatever the outcome is on Friday,
this will still be a season to remember for
the Moors. Although their 6-6 won-lost
record may not stand out, their grit, determination and teamwork have given them
the opportunity to accomplish something
special. I have stood on the sidelines at
every game this season and have witnessed
the positive attitude on display by the Alhambra coaches, players and fans to make
this season possible. They have refused to
give up amidst all of the distractions and
effects of the pandemic and realize that life
and football must go on. Go Moors!

Students presented Nancy Gutner and the American Cancer Society with the $500 donation they
received in the Lead4Change Challenge. From left to right: Terrin Le, principal David Keys, Cherry
Chen, American Cancer Society Senior Development Manager Nancy Gutzmer, Skyler Huang, Ben
Fan, Lani Tran, and Career Technical Education-Business and Cancer Awareness Club Advisor
Larry Ambriz. The AHS Mental Health Associates’ logo appears in the corner of the photo.

Lead4Change honors AHS
Cancer Awareness Club for their
leadership and service work
During distance learning, Alhambra
High School teacher and AHS Cancer
Awareness (ACA) club advisor Larry Ambriz
challenged the 90 members of his club to
participate in the Lead4Change Challenge.
Students had to develop service projects
that addressed a need in their community.
ACA submitted six entries and although
Lead4 Change received a record number
of entries this year, one of their entries
was selected as a second palace winner and
awarded a $500 charitable grant to the
non-profit organization of their choice.
There were hurdles to complete the projects in a virtual format, so Ambriz says it
was a welcome surprise when he received
the award notification during the summer.
The winning project was submitted by
club co-presidents Ben Fan and Lani Tran
and members Skyler Huang and Terrin Le.
They called their group the AHS Mental
Health Associates and focused their project on mental health awareness because
many peers were dealing with anxiety and
depression during the pandemic. They
hosted a webinar, created a group logo,
and launched a social media presence on
Instagram to help spread the word. Their
goal was to make the participants feel
comfortable, but to also educate them on
mental health issues, including signs to
look for, statistics, and contacts to get help.
They also wanted to make sure participants
knew how to help others get assistance so
their impact could expand to their friends
and families.
When it came to selecting a non-profit
agency to designate as the donation recipient, the choice was easy since the club is

AUSD’s Vivien Watts named CA 2021
Food + Nutrition Director of the Year
Over the last 18 months, AUSD’s
Food and Nutrition Services Executive Director, Vivien Watts, has
surmounted dozens of pandemic
obstacles in order to expand AUSD’s
meal programs to keep students fed.
In the midst of always-changing
regulations, rising costs, supply chain
limitations, and staff shortages, Watts
and team continued to problem-solve

their way to delivering breakfast,
lunch, and supper to students,
whether they attended in-person or
online classes.
Her efforts were recently recognized by the California School
Nutrition Association, who named
Watts the 2021 California Food
+ Nutrition Director of the Year at
their annual conference last month.

Earlier this year, Watts was also
named the 2021 Leadership Woman
of the Year by Congresswoman Judy
Chu. Although Watts is appreciative
of these recognitions, she is also
humble and always quick to credit
the ability to meet the ever-changing
challenges to the heroic efforts and
flexibility of her hard-working team.

directly associated with the American Cancer Society (ACS). ACS holds significance
for all four members who each have cancer
survivors in their families, and is what drew
them to ACA in the first place.
In November, Nancy Gutzmer, Senior
Development Manager of ACS-Western
Region, came to personally accept the
check and to meet the students behind
the winning project. “The students are
amazing, and to hear their club is that large
shows they are doing wonderful things,”
said Gutzmer. “I was honored to represent
ACS and for the students to have chosen
the American Cancer Society as their
charity of choice.” The grant money will
be utilized specifically towards childhood
cancer research.
Ambriz was impressed by the student
submissions, which developed their leadership skills, critical thinking, problem-solving, communication, and collaboration.
The students’ projects addressed important
issues such as mental health, social injustice, homelessness, and hunger.
“Despite being forced to attend school
virtually due to the pandemic, students
rose above the challenges and applied the
leadership skills learned through the Lead4Change program to work as a team and
address real needs in their communities”
said leadership expert David Novak, who
inspired the Lead4Change program. “We
hope this experience sparks a passion in
students and helps them see their ability
to positively impact their community even
during challenging times.”
Contributor: Terrin Le, Alhambra High
Student.

22

SENIOR NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

12/2021

It’s a Wonderful Life

Deadline for the January issue is
Tuesday, Dec. 7.

By Rev. Craig Statton, CEO, Atherton
214 S. Atlantic Blvd. Alhambra
Of all the Christmas movies that
Americans enjoy during the holiday
season, perhaps the most beloved is Frank
Capra’s film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” The
film was based on a short story written
by Philip Van Doren Stern entitled “The
Great Gift” which was publish during
World War II and has themes which are
rooted in Charles Dickens’ novella, “A
Christmas Carol”, written in 1843. In
the film, George Bailey is a despondent
man who is ready to commit suicide on
Christmas Eve because of a missing bank
transaction. George sees all the sacrifices
he has made in life for his community and
the family lost in a terrible scandal. But
the prayers of his family and friends are
heard in heaven, and an angel, Clarence, is
assigned to save George in order to receive
his wings. Through a series of flashbacks
and conversations, Clarence convinces
George his life is full of meaning. When
his friends and family rally to supply the
money which has been lost, George realizes
that he is “the richest man in town.” The
film ends with George opening a gift book
from Clarence and reading the phrase,
“Remember that no man is a failure who
has friends!” Just then the Christmas tree
bell rings and George’s youngest daughter
exclaims, “Every time a bell rings, an angel
gets their wings!”
The story is a reminder of hope amid
the difficult times in our lives. It reminds
us that the personal sacrifices we make
have an impact on the lives of others, and
that the sacrifices made for others are quite
valuable for everyone. These enduring
values of sacrifice, community, and common decency to others are woven into this

story but are also a reflection of the story
Christians tell about a loving God who
came to this world in the birth of Jesus.
It is in this season that we celebrate these
values and believe in a greater good for our
lives and the world we live in.
Last year Christmas was muted for
most of us. The pandemic which had
swept the world was in full bloom and
many of us had very quiet celebrations,
apart from friends and family, in hopes
that the pandemic would not reach our
doors. But this year, there is more to
appreciate and celebrate. The pandemic
is not over, but the vaccines have made a
remarkable difference, and as a result we
are celebrating and gathering with others
to celebrate this season. As we turn the
corner on the pandemic, we are reminded
of the sacrifices that essential workers
made to keep our lives safer and bearable.
We are reminded that some lost much in
the pandemic, such as family members
or friends or work mates. We are also
reminded that by working together and
caring for one another we made the world
a better place, even when we were going
through difficult times.
The movie ends with the singing of
the familiar holiday song, “Auld Lang
Syne”, which asks the rhetorical question,
“Should auld acquaintance be forgot and
never brought to mind?” It reminds us
that we should always remember our
friends and celebrate what they mean
to us. Perhaps this Christmas season as
we renew our activities and celebrations,
we will remember the values which have
sustained us through this pandemic, and
the men and women who have sacrificed
to keep us safe.
Merry Christmas to everyone!
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ADVANCED DENTISTRY
of ALHAMBRA

Healthy Teeth & Bright Smiles for
the Whole Family!
• Laser Dentistry
• Pediatric Dentistry
• Implants
• Invisalign & Braces
• Wisdom Teeth Removal
• Dental Emergencies

Use them or lose them
Yes. It’s this time of the year when busy
with school schedule and making plans for
the Holidays, dentist is the last on your
mind.
It is absolutely normal during this
hectic time that you are not thinking about
your available or unused dental insurance
benefits.
However, you should know that most
dental insurance benefits renew every year
and the unused benefits expire on December 31, so it’s “Use them or lose them”
Ironically this is the busy time of the
year for dental offices as well!
Every December additional to our
normal schedule we have patients looking
to redeem their dental benefits before the
clock strikes midnight and the new year
rolls in.
Here are few advice I hope will help you
maximize your benefits and minimize your
stress.
1. Start with calling your dental office
to find out if you need any treatment.
Sometimes a cavity or two are still pending
from the last check up and you were about
to schedule until you forgot.
2. Make sure to use the available
benefits for your preventive dental hygiene
appointment (“checkup and cleaning”).
You should have at least two checkups and
cleanings each year.
3. Don’t wait until the end of the month.
Considering that this is a very busy time for

70 S Palm Ave., Alhambra, CA 91801
www.DaraDDS.com
Dr. Dara
Gashparova

both, you and your dentist, beat the end of
the year rush and get it schedule early.
4. Check if you have funds set aside in
flexible spending account (FSA). A flexible spending account is a type of savings
account that can be set up by an employer
for employees. The account allows you and
your employer to contribute money to the
account. Distributions from the account
must be used for qualified expenses related
to medical and dental services.
Receiving proper dental care is important — and not just for your teeth and
gums. A healthy mouth is essential to a
healthy body.
So, if you have dental insurance, take
a year-end inventory of your plan and see
if you can put it to work for you. Don’t
lose it.

ADVERTISING

Chamber members are offered a
substantial discount on our monthly
newspaper. Around Alhambra features local
news, and is carrier route delivered to
32,000 households, plus newsstands
around the city.

Members receive Official
Notary Public service at
no charge.

OPEN SATURDAYS • 0% Interest payment plans

New Patient Offer

- Digital X-Rays
- Comprehensive Exam
- Regular Cleaning

WHY JOIN THE CHAMBER?

NOTARY
SERVICES

(626) 289-6131

VISIBILITY &
CREDIBILITY

Stand out and get noticed
as an active member of
your community. Your
reputation matters.
Chamber membership
is respected by the
community.

MEMBERS
GET MORE!

REFERRALS
Chamber members are always
referred when product or service
information is requested at the
Chamber office.

NETWORK

Itʼs NOT just who you know,
it's who others know.
Networking is powerful! Our
monthly mixers and Business to
Business Networking events
are great opportunities
to meet new business
contacts.

Let us help your business!
104 S. First Street, Alhambra, CA 91801
626-282-8481
www.alhambrachamber.org

$69
Reg. price $270
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Integrative Manual Therapy
Integrative Manual Therapy (IMT)
is a hands-on approach to healing and
recovery from a variety of conditions.
One aspect of IMT is the palpation and
normalization of biological rhythms in the
body. These rhythms may reflect how the
body functions or they can indicate disease
or body dysfunction. IMT therapists treat
many rhythms in the body using precise
pressure in specific locations to normalize
the rhythms and body functions, thus
improving health and quality of life.
A trained therapist can feel different
biological rhythms, called motilities or
circadian rhythms, much like a wine
connoisseur tasting a glass of wine who
discerns the kind of grapes and where
they were grown, the bottler and the year.
The wine connoisseur takes the sensory
information, taste and smell, and translates
it into something else: a date, a location or
a winery. The IMT therapist takes sensory
information such as touch and sight and
translates it into a tissue type, an age and
a type of dysfunction. The therapist may
find a bone bruise in the thigh or compression in the anterior-cruciate ligament
of the right knee. An MRI would likely
show the bruise or the damaged ligament.
But is it worthwhile to undergo invasive
medical tests to confirm what the therapist
is saying? If the patient feels, functions and
looks better, does it really matter whether
the theoretical basis for IMT is accurate?
Another way to view IMT is a bio-mechanical approach where therapists use pressure
in specific ways to help the tissue and joint
surfaces shift, decompress and unwind,
allowing more space and better movement.
When the tension on blood vessels, nerves
and other tissue is released, fluid and information flow better and facilitate recovery.
IMT therapists also use reflex points to
expedite healing, much like acupuncture,

Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., has been a
physical therapist for more than 30 years,
specializing in integrative manual therapy,
using a holistic approach. She can be
reached at Yonemoto Physical Therapy,
55 S. Raymond Ave, Suite 100, Alhambra
91801. Sheila offers a Qigong “Chinese
Energy” exercise class. Your first class is
FREE. Call 626-576-0591 for more
information, or visit www.yonemoto.com.
shiatsu and reflexology, to create a change
in the pressures and tensions in the tissue.
A person with left hip pain walks differently
from someone with right hip pain. Most
people can see the difference but pick up
the information unconsciously.
They
might not be able to articulate that the
sound of his footfall is heavier on the right
or that he grimaces slightly as he lands on
the left foot or that his knee does not fully
extend or his shoulder dips slightly more on
the painful side. The trained IMT therapist
consciously makes more of this information
and can articulate it more easily. As
Arthur C. Clark put it, “Any sufficiently
advanced technology is indistinguishable
from magic.” Integrative Manual Therapy
is advanced technology.
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626-282-6121

We follow COVID-19 guidelines

How technology has
transformed leasing
during and after Covid

It is often said that necessity is the
mother of invention, but just as often, a
technology is created well before it comes
into popular use. Perhaps the proverb
should be amended: necessity is the mother
of adoption – we see this few places more
clearly than real estate and online leasing.
Video tours and online leasing have
been around for years. Forward thinking
landlords and those that operate remotely
have used them since they became available, but those two groups represent a small
fraction of real estate professionals. Instead,
it took a global pandemic to bring these
technologies to a wider real estate audience.
The impact of Covid is still being
sorted out and will be for years to come.
Even in real estate, it’s unclear just how
seismic a shift has occurred, particularly
when it comes to office rentals and remote
working. But one thing seems likely to
stay: video tours and digital document
signing have transformed the way tenants
and landlords interact during the leasing
process. Video Tours A small fraction of
landlords recognized these issues early and
began using a variety of services that assist
in digital video tours. But for the most part,
landlords and property managers chose not
to disrupt the status quo, even if it was a
little inconvenient. With the outbreak of
Covid, relatively minor inconveniences
became significant health risks, and even
if it was easy to find a time and tour a
property, landlords, property managers,
and prospective tenants felt unsafe doing
so. Rather than stop leasing out their properties entirely, most real estate investors
chose to adapt.
According to a survey 96% of property
managers utilized virtual tours or self-guided tours during the pandemic. And this

decision was one clearly brought on by
the pandemic, as 74% of that group stated
2020 was the first year they had done so.
It was also revealed that these same property managers classified virtual tours as
the single most helpful technology during
a challenging year. Clearly, Covid made
digital tours a necessity, but that doesn’t
mean landlords will abandon them in a
post-pandemic future. A study conducted
by the NAA found that 87% of property
managers believe that digital communication (including virtual tours) is here to stay
and Appfolio found that 40% of renters
want to have the option to view units
virtually. Online Document Signing Like
virtual tours, online document signing has
been around for quite a while. In fact, the
eSign Act was digitally signed into law all
the way back in the year 2000. Over the
past 20 years, digital document signing
has transformed entire industries, not least
of which is real estate which rarely sees
an offer to purchase a property signed on
paper. Still, many landlords have continued
to use paper documents, even if it means
scanning, printing, signing, and scanning
again. While the level of inconvenience in
this kind of process is notable, the inertia
of “the way we’ve always done it” has been
a major impediment to landlords and
property managers fully adopting a digital
solution. That changed significantly in
2020.
There was a 360% increase in the
number of documents signed online per
landlord. For renters working remotely,
moving closer to home, or simply trying
to avoid contact with others, digital leasing
has been a huge help. But it also makes life
quite a bit simpler for landlords who need
to spend less time coordinating and mon-

>> see LEASING TECHNOLOGY Page 28
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Washington Irving
and Alhambra
Alhambra’s real estate has a connection
to one of America’s best known early writers, Washington Irving. You can see it in
not only in the name of our city, but also in
various streets and neighborhoods. Among
the stories which Irving is celebrated for
writing are Rip Van Winkle and The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow with its spooky Headless
Horseman. In 1829 Washington Irving
also wrote Tales of the Alhambra.
Tales of the Alhambra tells of Irving’s
journey from Madrid to Granada, Spain,
where he stayed in a historic Moorish
sultan’s palace called the Alhambra. Irving
described the Alhambra as “picturesque
and beautiful” and said that it was situated
in “one of the loveliest landscapes I have
ever seen”. He goes on to write about the
exotic and passionate people of this part of
Spain and the mixture of their Moorish and
European roots.
A 10-year-old girl named Ruth and her
sister Anne in California were enthralled by
Irving’s romantic book that they read in the
early-1870’s. Ruth and Anne’s last name
was Wilson… and their father was named
Don Benito Wilson.
Benjamin Davis Wilson (also known as
Don Benito Wilson to many locals) was the
land baron, second mayor of Los Angeles,
founder of Wilson College, and US Army
veteran who held title to large quantities of
land between Riverside and the west side of
what is now Los Angeles. Much of what
is now Alhambra was part of Wilson’s land
holdings. Additionally, Mount Wilson is
named in his honor.
Wilson was establishing a housing tract
during this period and various recollections
describe his daughters convincing the family that the exotic name of Alhambra would
be a good designation for this area in the
west end of the San Gabriel Valley.
The Alhambra Tract was surveyed in
1874. It was a family endeavor. The girls
provided inspiration for the name, Don
Benito supplied the land, and his son-inlaw devised a state of art means of delivering
water to the property. The Alhambra Tract
ran from what is now Alhambra Road down
to the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks.
And the east – west boundaries extended
between the Story Park area over to the city
of San Gabriel.
Wilson’s son-in-law was James DeBarth
Shorb. He incorporated iron pipes into the
Alhambra Tract to transport water. Later
Shorb would become well known for his
systems of irrigation piping and turning
marshlands into productive land used for
farming and residences.
Washington Irving’s writings did not just
provide a name for a city, but also names
for some of its streets. Granada Avenue
bounds the east end of our city. Granada
is the capital of the province where the
Alhambra is located and it is part of the Andalucia region of Spain. Alhambra Road
is named after the palace/fortress in Spain
which was built for the last Muslim nobility
in Spain. In 1492 it would be conquered by
the Spanish and rediscovered by European
scholars and tourists in the 19th century.
Main Street in Alhambra started its
existence as Boabdil Street. Boabdil, also

Washington Irving's trip to Spain as a young
man helped to create the Alhambra we know.

known as Abdallah Muhammad XII,
was the last Muslim noble to live in the
Alhambra. King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella would absorb the Alhambra into
Spain in the 1490’s and allow Boadbil to
continue as a puppet figurehead. In 1902,
the year before Alhambra incorporated as
a city, Boabdil was changed to Main Street
because so many people had trouble pronouncing its name.
The Patio de la Lindaraxa serves as an entry garden to the Alhambra in Spain. Our
city has Lindaraxa Park Street running from
Story Park to Granada Avenue. The street
splits in two and runs north and south of
Lindaraxa Park.
Almansor Street also derives its inspiration from Alhambra’s Moorish heritage.
Almansor evolves from the Arabic word
Al-Mansur, which is frequently a designation associated with royalty and translates
to the notion of victory. A one block street
in the northeast region of Alhambra is called
Alahmar Street. I had always incorrectly
thought it was a combination of words
Alhambra and San Marino. In reality it is
the name of an Arabian prince who helped

construct and lived in the Alhambra in
Spain.
The weather of our city is similar to Spain
and supports architecture that is consistent
with the location of the original Alhambra.
Spanish Mediterranean architecture is
one of the most common architectures in
Alhambra. These homes frequently have
patios with fountains as one approaches the
front door. Porches are present and prominent to the point of sometimes concealing
the exact point of entry into the house.
Strong tile roofs generally have a red color

which is consistent with the meaning of the
word “Alhambra”. The name Alhambra
comes from an Arabic root which means
“red or crimson castle”. Two short streets
in central Alhambra honor the author of
Tales of the Alhambra. Both Washington
Street and Irving Street run from Atlantic
Boulevard to 6th Street.
And if Washington Irving had not traveled to Spain in the early 1800’s, our city
along with some of its streets might just
have different names. And with different
names, maybe even a different personality.
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Seeing through the fog

Have your cars headlights seen better days?

Javier Mendez
Owner and operator
Jo’s Garage, Inc.
At the Kerechuk building
626-872-0705
www.josgarage.com
With the recent time change, are you
doing more night driving? Have you noticed that it is harder to clearly see what is
ahead of you on the road? I have. It turns
out it was not just my eye prescription that
needed attention! You may want to take
a look at the headlights on your vehicle.
Maybe you have noticed that they are
yellow and cloudy?
These days, most cars are equipped with

polycarbonate-plastic headlamp lenses. It is
said that the material is lighter and is cheaper because it is easier to mold and bond. No
matter the manufacturer's motivation, it
seems that it is here to stay. Polycarbonate
is a porous material and is coated during
manufacturing to protect the plastic from
sun damage. Eventually, this coating succumbs to the sun's intense UV rays. The
resulting yellow, cloudy headlamp is not
just an aesthetic issue. It can also be a safety
matter. (Years ago, I had a customer that
hit a pedestrian because of UV-damaged
lamps. Luckily, everyone recovered.)
There are many solutions for damaged
lamps, and a job well done can save you
considerable expense. The repair process
involves removing the damaged coating,
cleaning the exposed plastic, recoating the
lens, and then polishing the new coat for
clarity. Some solutions involve using abrasives and chemicals we already have at home.
But be careful with these, as most will cut
right through the coating and damage the
plastic lens. Carefully masking the painted
area around the lens is important as well. It
only takes a second to cut right through the
paint. Repair kits are also available at your
local auto parts store. These do a fine job
of removing the damaged coating, but read
the instructions carefully. These kits either
do not include a replacement coating, or
the coating will be temporary and require
frequent re-application. Oftentimes, the
provided buffing pad requires a drill. This

should be used at low speed to avoid
overheating the plastic and ruining the
lamp, which instructions can sometimes
fail to mention. And then there is the
option to replace the lamps with new
ones, which will likely be costly.
If you are planning on completing
this repair yourself, I am providing a
link to a well-done, online tutorial on
our website. If you would rather leave
it to the pros, give us a call and we will
be happy to schedule an appointment.
Drive safely, Alhambra!
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itoring the signing process. And like virtual
tours, the staying power of online lease signing seems to be significant. Across multiple
industries, documents signed electronically
reduce the turnaround time on execution
by 80%. That’s a massive time savings that
means landlords who use digital signatures
are leasing faster and spending less time
doing it. Conclusion Whether they’re being
used to stave off a deadly virus or to make
the leasing process for tenants and landlords
a little more streamlined, the value of virtual
tours and online document signing is finally
being revealed. Moving forward, landlords
and property managers will continue to
choose convenience and that these digital
innovations are here to stay.

