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Time to get in shape
Alhambra’s gyms
are reopening
SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 7

Eric Parra is the new Police Chief in town.

Alhambra has
new Police Chief

A

ssistant Police Chief Eric Parra has been selected as the
new Alhambra Police Chief.
Chief Parra was born and raised in Southern California, in the South Bay, San Pedro, and Huntington Beach. He
attended Cal State Long Beach and the Sheriff’s Academy before
becoming a Patrol Officer in Lynwood. Besides his patrol duties,
Mr. Parra earned a law degree at Western State College of Law in
1993. However he chose to stay with the Sheriff’s Department.
His career included training and assignments in counter terrorism, which led him to many countries overseas to coordinate
cooperation with them as well as federal law enforcement agencies.
When Mr. Parra left the Sheriff’s Department he was recruited by Alhambra Police Chief Timothy Vu and hired on as an
Assistant Chief of Police here in Alhambra in January 2019, so
his transition to chief has been seamless. His first day as chief was
March 24.
>> see ALHAMBRA NEW POLICE CHIEF Page 5
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Alhambra restaurants open
indoor dining to serve you

W

ith falling rates of COVID around
California, the local restaurant
scene is changing once more. In
March, restaurants in Los Angeles County were

allowed to open up for limited indoor dining at
25% capacity. Here is a list of some of our local
restaurants that have opened up for indoor
dining.
>> see ALHAMBRA RESTAURANTS Page 5

Gratitude + next steps
BY DENISE R. JARAMILLO, SUPERINTENDENT, AUSD

F

or this April 2021 issue, I wanted to personally
share my gratitude and the next steps for Alhambra Unified School District.
I saw something remarkable happening at AUSD even
as this pandemic year pushed all of us beyond our limits,
as we endured losses and overwhelm without precedent.
In the midst of this long battle in lockdown, our community rose up with an outpouring of love and concern
for students, pioneering virtual strategies to unite us
in our care and support for one another. In the face of
>> see AUSD GRATITUDE Page 16

Demonstrating his tenacity and commitment: Gilbert
Navarro, a Brightwood kindergarten student in Francine
Lam’s class, was convalescing in bed after just having surgery,
when he remembered his I-Ready homework was due. His
mother, Lorena Navarro, snapped this photo of Gilbert next
to his get well bunny wearing a Brightwood Stars T-shirt, at
work on his computer to prepare for class.
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Mayor’s Corner

By Mayor Sasha Renée Pérez
This past month marked the one
year anniversary since the COVID-19
pandemic. Let us honor the 199 residents
who have lost their lives to this deadly
virus, celebrate those who have survived,
and invest in our community’s healing:
physical healing from COVID-19,
community healing from recent racial
attacks on Asian Americans, and healing
from the economic crisis caused by the
pandemic. It has been an honor to serve
a community that has shown resilience
through this recent adversity, and I have
dedicated the last four months to making
sure Alhambrans stay healthy, safe, and
secure.
Youth organize to denounce violence
against Asian Americans
On March 16, the following lives were
lost as a result of the Atlanta massacre:
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Xiaojie “Emily” Tan, Delaina Ashely
Yaun, Park Soon Chung, Hyun Jung
Grant, Kim Sun Cha, Yue Yong Ae,
Daoyou Feng, and Paul Andre Michels.
This event occurred following a string
of hate crimes against Asian Americans
across the nation.
In response, on March 20, Betty Hang,
a graduate of UC Santa Barbara, organized a “Stop Asian Hate” vigil at Almansor Park in Alhambra. Over 700 people
from all over the San Gabriel Valley came
out to pay their respects to victims of
anti-Asian violence. Speaking on the success of the event, Ms. Hang commented:
“Hosting this event allowed community
members to speak on the issues that are
happening in our Asian community and
our communities of color as a whole. The
precedent I hope to set is that organizing
is something that every single person can
do, no matter your background or who
you are.” Speakers at the event touched
on the importance of highlighting abuses
against African Americans and the critical
importance of standing together to overcome systemic racism.
In addition, on March 21, Raymond
Tran organized a rally at the corner of
Garfield Avenue and Main Street to bring
together communities united against
hate. Over 100 residents participated in
denouncing the surge in violence against
Asians and the tragic shootings in Atlanta
that claimed the lives of six women of
Asian descent.
I am so moved by the outpouring of
love and compassion shown by our community members. With these leaders at
the helm, our future looks bright!
Virtual Town Hall
On March 4, I hosted my first virtual

town hall to gather residents’ feedback for
our strategic plan and share Alhambra’s
current strategic priorities. Residents
offered useful feedback around issues
such as traffic, housing protections, and
public safety. For those who could not
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join me for my town hall, each councilmember hosted their own in-district
virtual meetings. During our strategic
planning meeting on March 11, I raised
many of these issues to ensure residents'
concerns were included in our plans for
>> see MAYOR’S CORNER Page 8
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CDC Compliant: Delivery • Takeout
• Patio Dining • Indoor Restaurant Dining
• Online Shopping • In-Store Services
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Northrup Elementary School Team A Division, seventh and eighth grade, Alhambra 2019
Drill Team Championships
This is the first time in a year that COVID restrictions have been lifted to the point of allowing
the library to offer books for sale.

Alhambra Library Friends
Foundation Book Store
to hold book sale

The Friends Foundation Book Store
will offer a Bring Your Own Bag “BYOB”
book sale between 12:30 and 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday April
6, 7, and 8, and the next week on April 13,
14, and 15, on the east side of Alhambra
Library, 101 S. First St., outside the First
Street entrance.
Many books are donated to the library
for the purpose of selling them as a fundraiser. This is the first time in a year that
COVID restrictions have been lifted to the

point of allowing the library to offer books
for sale.
Bring a big bag because the sale will cost
$5 per bag, and you will want to get your
money’s worth. First come first served.
Make room for the new items you are
going to buy while financially supporting
Alhambra Library during National Library
Week. The Friends Foundation supports
the purchase of the library collections and
the many programs for people of all ages
that are offered by the library.

Drill Team Clinic starts April 10
For many years, the Alhambra Parks
and Recreation Department has offered
the opportunity for youngsters to be involved in a team building activity centered
on competing drill teams. Unfortunately,
last year the event was canceled due to
the COVID pandemic. Now, the drill
team activity is back and available to the
community.
The annual Drill Team Clinic is intended for students in grade three through eight
who will compete in age appropriate divisions. Because of ongoing health concerns,
the clinic is held under the guidance of the
L.A. County Health Department and will
observe all recommended social distancing
practices. The drill team clinic will again
be held at Almansor Park from 9:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. on Saturdays between April
10 and May 15.

The goal of this clinic is for participants
to increase their strength and stamina
while learning the basics of marching,
performing drills to music, choreography,
and showmanship. The clinic will start
with basic choreography and end up with
full routines. The cost is $30 for Alhambra
residents and $45 for non-residents. Registration can be completed online at https://
www.cityofalhambra.org, by phone at 626570-5081, or in person at the Alhambra
Park Office. Registration began on March
8 but there is still time to enroll before the
clinic begins.
Be sure to check upcoming issues of
Around Alhambra for details on the popular
Sports Camp for boys and girls ages 7 – 12,
which will be held in June. Also the return
of Camp Alhambra’s Summer Camp will
take place June through August.
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Beware of scams

There are several scams out there.
Here are a few to be aware of:
Donation scam. When you see
e-mails, texts, and GoFundMe pages
asking for donations, do your research
before providing personal information
or money. Please remember, police
departments in general do not solicit
door-to-door.
IRS. The Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) won’t ever call you or ask you
for money over the phone.
Unpaid utility bills. Calls from
“Utility Companies” asking for payment on unpaid utility bills will often
include threats to shut off your water
and electricity and demand payment
in forms of Visa gift cards, or they will
instruct the victim to go somewhere
to wire money. You should take down
their information and call which ever
entity they are claiming to represent
(call the number on your statement,
not the one they provide you).
Fake websites. Fake websites are
made to look like legitimate credit
bureau companies offering reimbursement for being a victim of a data
breach. Instead of clicking on a link
that pops up, go directly to the actual
bureau websites, or call the credit
bureau directly.
Impersonation of a Government
Agency. A government agency will
never ask for any type of payment
over the phone, bank account information, or credit card information.

Do not get pressured by a threatening
caller. Hang up, and verify the story.
Car breaks down. When you
return to your car that you parked at a
public location, be aware of scammers
that have poured brake fluid, water,
or placed wire underneath or around
your car. The scammer will point out
the leakage from underneath your car
and recommend a nearby mechanic
they have “used” in the past. Another
scammer will appear claiming to be a
mechanic and offer to fix the problem
for a payment or ask you for the keys
to the car. They will either scam you
for money or steal your car. If you
think you are having car trouble,
call a tow company or take it to an
automotive garage you trust.
Payment app scam. If someone
asks to use your smartphone, be
cautious! Once you hand them the
phone the thief scrolls through your
phone looking for payment apps. It
may appear they are texting when
they are really using the payment
app to transfer funds, and then they
immediately delete the app to avoid
notifications of transfer.
Phone scam. When you answer
the phone, the person (recording)
on the other line asks, “Can you hear
me?” When you respond, “Yes,” your
voice is recorded to be used as a voice
signature for scammers to authorize
fraudulent charges over the phone.
Virtual kidnapping. The scam-

SCAM
ALERT
mer will call the unsuspecting victim
and tell them a loved one has been
kidnapped. The scammer will then
demand a large amount of money
on prepaid credit cards or ask you to
wire money. Contact the person the
scammer claims to have kidnapped to
check on their welfare.
Staged traffic accident. Look out
for suspicious cars following too close
or driving slowly in front of you and
hitting their breaks to cause a collision making you at fault. If you are
involved in an accident, write down
their name, address, phone number,
vehicle information, insurance information, any witness information, and
take photos of the damage (yours and
theirs), check for surveillance cameras
that may have captured the incident,
and notify your insurance. If they do
not have a driver license or insurance,
call the police.
Bottom line: Do not give your
personal information to anyone you
don’t know in person or over the
phone if you have not initiated the
call. If it sounds too good to be true,
it probably is.
Share this to make your friends
and family aware of scams and to help
others from falling victims of these
thieves/scammers.

ALHAMBRA RESTAURANTS From Page 1

This list of restaurant information was compiled in mid-March. By the time this
comes out, L.A. County and Alhambra could have moved to a new tier of openness
or conversely be more restrictive. Always check with the restaurant before arriving.

Alondra Hot Wings 515 W. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Angelo’s Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 1540 W. Valley Blvd. Takeout, delivery.
Baja Cali Fish and Tacos 31 E. Main St. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Baja Cali 2001 W. Valley Blvd. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Big Catch Seafood House 2 S. Garfield Ave. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Bun ‘N Burger 1000 E. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout.
Charlie’s Trio 47 W. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Chonitos Mexican Restaurant 2505 W. Valley Blvd. Indoors/outdoors, takeout, delivery.
El Ranchero Restaurant 511 S. Garfield Ave. Indoors, takeout.
Diner on Main 201 W. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout.
Garden Café 228 W. Valley Blvd. Indoors/outdoors, takeout.
Gen Korean BBQ House 68 W. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Genovese’s Italian Kitchen 2900 W. Main St. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
JJ Bakery and Café 150 E. Main St. Takeout, delivery.
La Chuperia Cantina 118 W. Main St. Outdoors.
Limericks Tavern 300 W. Main St. Outdoors.
Mahon Indian Restaurant 110 W. Main St. Indoors, takeout, delivery.
Marie Callender’s 220 S. Atlantic Blvd. Monterey Park. Indoors, takeout, delivery.
Mancora Peruvian Cuisine 240 W. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout, delivery.
McDonald’s 2310 W. Commonwealth Ave. Drive-thru, delivery.
McDonald’s 909 E. Main Street. Drive-thru, delivery.
McDonald’s 1520 W. Valley Blvd. Drive-thru, delivery.
Phoenix 208 E. Valley Blvd. Takeout, delivery.
Noodle World 700 W. Valley Blvd. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Popping Yolk 119 W. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Ritter’s Steam Kettle Cooking 1800 W. Valley Blvd. Indoors, takeout, delivery.
Sage Bistro 521 W. Main St. Takeout, delivery.
Saigon Eden 29 S. Garfield Ave. Indoors, takeout.
Shakey’s Pizza 2234 W. Valley Blvd. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Sichuan Impression 1900 W. Valley Blvd. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Skateboard Pizza 116 W. Main St. Indoors/outdoors, takeout, delivery.
Steven’s Steak and Seafood House 5332 Stevens Place, Commerce. Open soon.
Tastea 349 E. Main St. # 104. Outdoors, takeout, delivery.
The Hat 1 W. Valley Blvd. Outdoors, takeout.
Thai Paradise 909 W. Las Tunas Drive, San Gabriel. Take out, delivery.
Twohey’s 424 Fair Oaks Ave., South Pasadena. Indoors/outdoors, car hop, takeout.
Vinos Back Alley at Charlie’s Trio. Indoors/outdoors, takeout.
Wendy’s 245 S. Atlantic Blvd. Indoors, drive-thru, takeout.
Wingstop 100 E. Main St. # 150 (in Alhambra Place). Takeout, delivery.
Yang’s Kitchen 112 W. Main St. Closed until sometime in April.
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ALHAMBRA NEW POLICE CHIEF From Page 1

“I am honored to lead the men and women of the
Alhambra Police Department as the new Chief of
Police,” Chief Parra said. “I look forward to continuing
to provide a high level of service to all who come to
Alhambra to live, work, and visit.”
Chief Vu has been Chief of Police for the last four
years. Now, after 27 years in police work he is moving
to a new career in academics. Chief Vu began his
law enforcement career as a police officer in the San
Diego Police Department in 1993. He then joined
the Westminster Police Department in 1994 and rose
through the ranks to become Deputy Chief. He joined
the Alhambra Police Department as its chief in 2017.
“During his tenure with the Alhambra Police Department, Chief Vu’s vision, diligence, and leadership
led him to support and implement several programs
that have improved public safety in our community,”
said City Manager Jessica Binnquist. Mayor Sasha
Renée Pérez and the City Council also commended
Chief Vu for his service to Alhambra.
Chief Vu’s last day was March 23. He has accepted
a position as Associate Dean of the Criminal Justice
Training Center at Golden West College in Huntington Beach, where he once studied.
The Chamber of Commerce and Around Alhambra
thank Chief Vu for his service and wish him success in
his new career. Welcome to Chief Parra with wishes for
continued success here in Alhambra.
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Councilmembers ask for residents’ opinions
in Town Hall meetings

In 2020, the City of Alhambra
commissioned a survey to assess public
opinion of city services. The survey was
sent to 700 residents at random. There
were 600 responses. About 80% of those
who responded expressed satisfaction at
the quality of life in Alhambra. The result
was very gratifying.

As a follow up to the survey, City
Manager Jessica Binnquist suggested that
city councilmembers conduct town hall
style meetings in their districts to widen
the scope of participation in the survey
and to solicit other opinions. Of course in
the year of COVID, town hall meetings
were held online via Zoom.

Invitations were sent out, and each
councilmember held a virtual meeting
with as many of their constituents as
could be reached. Councilmember Adele
Andrade-Stadler of the Fifth District
thought her meeting was a success. She
went over the survey and asked for feedback, answered questions, and listened

to the concerns of about 50 people who
participated. As her district hosts much
of the traffic entering and exiting the 10
Freeway, conditions there were on the
minds of neighboring residents. Issues
such as bike paths, dog parks, and park
land were also discussed.
District 3 Councilmember Jeff Maloney also had a good experience
with the 30 people who joined
in his online meeting. He found
a lot of interest in the issue of
sustainability and suggested that
Alhambra aggressively pursue
start-up grants to place the city
in the forefront of action on
assuring sustainable practices.
The experience of Ms.
Andrade-Stadler
and
Mr.
Maloney were echoed by their
fellow council -members. The
success of the council district
meetings will result in increased
participation from the public
on issues that concern everyone.
More district Zoom meetings
are planned. To participate in
an upcoming meeting, contact
your councilmember and ask to
be included.
Alhambra city government
wants to hear from as many
people as possible. Alhambra is
an inclusive city and wants to
hear from all residents. Now is
the chance to be heard.
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Start a business
with ZenBusiness

ZenBusiness was founded in the state of
Texas in 2015. They hit the streets running
and have already helped new entrepreneurs
form thousands of businesses that have
accumulated thousands of positive reviews.
There are dozens of firms that provide
services to people wanting to form an LLC
(limited liability company), but ZenBusiness has proven themselves to be one of
the best and user friendly LLCs services
available.
An LLC is a smart and easy way to give a
business security. It is a legal way to protect
personal assets, which is important and
gives the business owner a lot of flexibility
in how they run their business and register
their company with the state of California.
If someone is dreaming of starting a business or having a new idea to explore, an
LLC is a quick way to add legal legitimacy
to their business idea.
Contact ZenBusiness for an LLC service
review. They will outline what to expect
from their services — and a discount for
letting them help set up the business.
Review their web site at https://www.
zenbusiness.com.
Zenbusiness wants to empower the next
generation of entrepreneurs, small business
owners, and independent freelancers by
making it easier than ever to start, run, and
grow a successful business.
Starting and managing a new business

requires commitment. It can be stressful
and challenging to venture into the
unknown territory of the business world,
especially for people who have no prior
experience about running a company no
matter how large or small. The founders
of ZenBusiness, which is a small business
itself, are committed to supporting new
businesses as they start out and grow.
They’re doing this by giving small
business owners worry free services, worldclass support, and an all-inclusive platform
that provides everything they need to be
successful at business. ZenBusiness, which
is a Public Benefit Corporation, is here to
join and support entrepreneurs and business owners taking the leap toward greater
independence and self-sufficiency.
Spend time puzzling out how to create
and file paperwork to numerous government and private entities or give the task
to ZenBusiness, which is experienced in
doing this chore in all 50 states.
ZenBusiness is sensitive to clients’ financial concerns and offers three different price
points for their services. The Starter Price is
only $39. The Pro Price is $149, and the
Premium Price is $249. Each tier provides
the customer with specific services. Learn
about what that includes on their website.
Don’t put off turning a dream into reality.
Contact them at hello@zenbusiness.
com or by phone at 844-493-6249.

Time to get in shape
Alhambra’s gyms
are reopening
Alhambra’s gyms are resilient.
They have taken the brunt of the
reaction to COVID this last year
and while some have closed, most of
them are opening up again at state
mandated levels of operation. Even
at these limited levels of operation
they are open once again for business,
while taking a proactive approach to
cleanliness and safety.
Enrique Sanchez, a regional
manager at Planet Fitness, summed
up the determination of the entire
industry: “Planet Fitness Alhambra

is committed to keeping the club
clean and safe as we know working
out is essential for your physical and
mental well-being. Although we
cannot eliminate all risks associated
with COVID-19, we've taken several
additional steps to strengthen our
existing cleanliness policies and procedures to help keep members and
our employees safe during our club
reopening.”
As of mid-March, here are the
gyms that are open or planning on
opening:

From left are Victor (Vartan) Kojobabian, Swiss watch specialist, and jewelers and partners
Alvaro Deza and David Alvarez. The shop specializes in both watch and jewelry repair,
battery replacement, ring sizing, necklace and bracelet repairs, pearl restringing, and more.

Alhambra Jewelry and
Gold offers vintage
jewelry, watches, repairs
Alhambra resident David Alvarez has
been selling jewelry online for more than
20 years. During that time he often sent
watches to another local man Victor Kojobabian for repair. Victor is a Swiss trained
and certified watch maker and is as adept
at repairing watches of the old kind with
spinning works inside as he is with the
newer battery powered watches.
The two men decided to go into partnership and wanted to open a brick and
mortar shop in Alhambra. One day, when
David was having lunch at the Diner on
Main, he noticed an empty shop across
the street. He and Victor rented the shop
as co-owners in August 2014 and were in
business as Main Street Jewelry and Watches. Two years ago they made a move to the
northwest corner of Mission and Atlantic
at 1105 W. Mission Road.
With the move, they had a larger space
and changed their name to Alhambra
Jewelry and Gold. The move has also been
good for business, and they brought on
another partner, Alvaro Deza,, an expert at
jewelry creation and repair. Now the shop
specializes in both watch and jewelry repair,

battery replacement, ring sizing, necklace
and bracelet repairs, pearl restringing, and
more. Thanks to Victor’s expertise they are
also an authorized Citizen watch dealer.
In addition, they have a significant
selection of new and used watches from
high-end Rolex and Omegas to Timex
and even a Mickey Mouse watch. They
also carry some beautiful Tiffany items.
Besides their Alhambra-based store, they
are still offering sales online. They have an
active presence on EBay, Instagram, and
Facebook.
Alhambra Jewelry and Gold specializes
in vintage and antique jewelry. They can
also create many items in house to create
unique pieces. Some of their inventory
comes from estate sales, and other pieces
are acquired from individual sellers. Customers can purchase antique jewelry as is
or have Alvaro modify it to their personal
specifications. Either way, customers will
be pleased with the results.
Call 626-703-4002 for an appointment. Alhambra Jewelry and Gold is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Saturday.

These gyms are now open

LA Fitness 920 S. Fremont Ave.
LA Fitness 412 E. Main St.
Fit Body Boot Camp 43 E. Main St. #101
Planet Fitness 610 E. Valley Blvd.
Mission Fitness Center 690 S. Date Ave.
Sayon Fitness 125 W. Main St.

Opening soon!

Payke Gymnastics Academy 107 S. Garfield Ave.
Crossﬁt Alhambra DiG Fitness 420 S. Date Ave.

Contact the gyms for details and revised hours.

18.99

$

Expires 4-30-2021

Expires 4-30-2021
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Tax Tips
American Rescue Act

The Perfect Exposure, 2424 W. Valley Blvd., is a one stop shop for professional looking personal
pictures and is also a gallery of photographs.

For the perfect picture it’s
The Perfect Exposure
BY GLENN BARNETT
Armando Arorizo took a long road to
get to Alhambra. He picked up a camera
30 years ago and was hooked. Within five
years he opened a gallery for photographers
in the Korea Town district of Los Angeles.
All the while he worked on improving his
skill and artistry with the camera.
His vision led him to being hired by a
news wire service to cover important events
such as the Olympic Swimming Trials,
President Obama's inauguration, and the
funerals of President Ronald Reagan, Pope
John Paul II, and Nelson Mandela. He
has also covered May Day celebrations in
Cuba, the Academy Awards, the Grammys, the Golden Globes, the South Africa
World Cup, the NBA Finals, the Stanley
Cup Finals, and more. Along the way he
has also led seminars in photography in this
country, Mexico, and the Philippines.
Armando’s commercial and portrait
clients include the Los Angeles Clippers,
Arista Records, The Los Angeles Philharmonic, Metropolitan Water District, MTA
of Los Angeles, International Brotherhood
of Teamsters, Jet Propulsion Laboratory
(JPL), The California Community Foundation, O'Melveny and Myers, and others.
Two years ago, he was ready to leave
his old studio and relocate. At the time
there was an existing business in Alhambra
known as Best Custom Frame located at
2424 W. Valley Blvd. just a block east of
Fremont. The owner was looking to sell the
business, and Armando agreed to buy it,
adding framing to his photographic business, which is now known as The Perfect
Exposure and is still at 2424 W. Valley Blvd.

He is now able to work with customers
to design, edit, print, frame, and archive
their photographs, a one stop shop for professional looking personal pictures. He still
maintains a gallery of photographs, both
his own and other recognized photographers working today. He uses his Alhambra
studio for exhibitions of their work and
unique displays such as photographs of
famous rock ‘n roll musicians, Civil Rights
themed displays, and the work of photographer Kinso Nimomiya whose pictures
chronicled the life of pre-World War II life
in the Japanese American community in
Los Angeles.
One visitor to several of his exhibitions
is Alhambra Councilmember Adele Andrade-Stadler. “He had a wonderful display
of photographed pyramids of Mexico that
I myself climbed as a college student studying Latin American History,” she said. “He
brought back fond memories of my climb
of both the moon and the sun.”
Mr. Arorizo has come to love the smalltown feel of Alhambra after the big city. The
neighborhood around his shop has made
him feel welcome, and he loves his new
location. Yet like many businesses today,
The Perfect Exposure has had a tough year
because of the COVID related shut downs.
If you have been putting off organizing,
digitizing or framing your photographs,
now is a good time to check out The
Perfect Exposure web site, at: http://www.
theperfectexposuregallery.com/home, and
call Armando at 213-381-1137 for an
appointment. Here is the bottom line: We
have a world class photographer here in
Alhambra. Let’s learn from him.

On March 11, 2021, President Joe
Biden signed into law the American
Rescue Act. Below are the three major
tax-related benefits.
Third Stimulus Payment — This
payment is up to $1,400 for adults and
any dependent. Households with earning of more that $80,000 for single filer,
$120,000 for Head of Household, and
$160,000 for married filing jointly will
not receive any payment. The payments
begin to phase out at $75,000 for single
filers, $112,500 for head of household
filers, and $150,000 for joint filers. This
payment is based on your 2020 tax filing.
If you have not filed a 2020 return yet, the
IRS will base it on your 2019 tax return.
If your 2020 income increased above the
limits over 2019 and you have not yet
filed a tax return, you may want to wait to
file to get your third stimulus. That being
said at the time of writing this, the tax
deadline is still April 15, 2021. You will
need to let your tax preparer know how
much you received from this third stimulus when filing your 2021 tax return next
year. It is not taxable, but if you did not
get the full amount, then it will come as a
rebate on the 2021 tax return, same as the
first two stimulus payments on the 2020
tax return.
Unemployment Benefits — The
American Rescue Act, contains a new
provision to exempt $10,200 of unemployment benefits received from income
taxes in 2020. This will reduce the issue
of surprised tax bills that taxpayers are
receiving. This benefit only applies to
income below $150,000. If you have
already filed your 2020 tax return at the
time of writing this, the IRS has asked
not to make an amended return until they
figure how they are going to handle it.
Expanded Child Tax Credit — The
American Rescue Act Temporarily ex-

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at Alhambra
Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St., Alhambra.
Alhambra Tax Center has served Alhambra
residents since 1970. He can be reached
at 626-282-1084. Tax questions, or
any other questions, can be e-mailed to
michael@alhambrataxcenter.com. To view
previous topics, read his blogs at www.
alhambrataxcenter.com.

pands the child tax credit for 2021. For
2021 only, parents with 17-year-olds will
be eligible to receive the child tax credit.
Previously this credit was only for qualifying children 16 and under. The child
tax credit will be increased from $2,000
to $3,000, and if your child is under 6,
then there will be an additional $600 per
qualifying child. There is also a provision
that half of this credit will be given in an
advance credit starting July 2021. If this
happens, look for my August article with
more details and how it will affect your
taxes.
If you have any other questions, go to
irs.gov or contact your tax professional.

MAYOR’S CORNER From Page 2

the upcoming year.
Thank you to the 60+ attendees who
joined my virtual town hall meeting
and shared their valuable input on how
to improve Alhambra! I look forward
to continuing to host town halls with
the community.
100 days in review
On March 24, I celebrated my
first 100 days as Mayor of Alhambra.
What a 100 days it has been! Despite
the many hurdles the pandemic has
created, I’m proud to report that we’ve
had several successes including:
• Hosting 3 COVID-19 vaccination clinics for residents, staff, police
officers, and firefighters. Overall, 26%
of Alhambra residents have been vaccinated with 58.6% of residents 65 and
older vaccinated.
• A third party fee limit ordinance
that protects restaurant owners from
excessive delivery fees that drive down
business.
• Approval of Alhambra’s first
composting program to launch this
summer.

• Motioned for an opt-in ordinance for plastic utensils ordinance
that will help fight environmental
waste and reduce cost for mom and
pop restaurants.
• Motioned for hero pay, an initiative that would temporarily increase
hazard pay for retail workers in grocery
and pharmacy retail stores in the City
of Alhambra.
• Motioned for limiting the sale of
tobacco products to youth and limiting
smoking in public areas.
As hard as it has been battling a pandemic, racial violence, and a struggling
economy, the community of Alhambra
has continued to persevere through
these trying times. In light of this perseverance, an increase in vaccinations,
community outreach, and initiatives to
protect our frontline workers reveals a
silver lining in this prolonged season
of grieving. As we press forward, let
us remember to honor those who have
lost their lives to COVID-19 and racial
violence, and work toward building a
loving and inclusive Alhambra.
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The Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
thanks these members for renewing their memberships
and for their continued support:
AHMC Healthcare, Inc.
1000 S. Fremont Ave.
Building A-9
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-457-7450
Member since 2007

Evike.com Inc.
2801 W. Mission Road
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-286-0360
Member since 2012

McDonald’s
1520 W. Valley Blvd.
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-458-8113
Member since 2011

Genovese’s Italian Kitchen Rebound USA/Play
2900 W. Main St.
Smarter Basketball
Alhambra, CA 91801 5949 N. Walnut Grove Ave.
626-289-5667
San Gabriel, CA 91775
Member since 2019
626-482-8267
Member since 2019
Iona Work Spaces
Alhambra SDA Church
1500 W. Alhambra Road San Gabriel Mission
220 S. Chapel Ave.
Alhambra, CA 91801
428 S. Mission Drive
Alhambra, CA 91801
323-496-3539
San Gabriel, CA 91776
626-289-6137
Member since 2019
626-457-3035
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
Member
since
2010
Member
since 2011
104 S. 1st St, Alhambra, CA 91801
Lansum Music
AT&T, Inc.
International Corp. The Ratkovich Company/
2250 E. Imperial Highway 745 E. Valley Blvd. #821
The Alhambra
5th Floor, Suite 538G
San Gabriel, CA 91776 1000 S. Fremont Ave.
El Segundo, CA 90245
909-629-0017
Unit 1, Bldg. A1, Suite 1150
800-750-2355
Member since 2019
Alhambra, CA 91803
Member since 1990
626-300-5000
McCollum Counsel
Member since 1972
Baja Cali Fish &
1500 W. Alhambra Road
Tacos - Valley
Alhambra, CA 91801
Tom’s Men’s Wear &
2001 W. Valley Blvd.
213-534-6070
Uniforms, Inc.
Alhambra, CA 91803
Member since 2019
301 E. Main St.
626-872-0479
Alhambra, CA 91801
Member since 2017
McDonald’s
626-281-5341
909 E. Main St.
Member since 2019
California Mission Inn
Alhambra, CA 91801
8417 Mission Drive
626-289-4541
Rosemead, CA 91770
Member since 2011
626-287-0438
Member since 2017
To renew your membership with a credit card, please phone the Chamber at 626-282-8481.

Alhambra Jewelry and Gold
1105 W. Mission Road
Alhambra, CA 91803
626-703-4002
Member since 2019
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Notary services

are available at the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.

Must call for appointment.
626-282-8481
Observe COVID-19 guidelines.

Talbot Insurance Agency Inc. State Farm Insurance Regina Talbot, Agent, 626-357-3401
Insurance License #: 0G05807

Mobile help, quick tips for
after an auto accident

Mobile apps allow you to alert your agent and your
insurance company within moments of having a crash.
Although no two auto accidents are
alike, there are preparation and post-accident steps that every driver should
take — like downloading your insurance
company’s mobile app. Apps like the State
Farm® mobile app allow you to notify your
insurance company after a crash to start the
claims process. Be prepared by taking the
following steps.
Steps to take before an auto accident
First, remember ABP: Always Be
Prepared.
• Check to see if your insurance company has a mobile app.
• Download the mobile app and register your account. The State Farm mobile
app also enables you to have an accessible
digital copy of your insurance card as well
as agent contact information.
• Place a copy of your insurance card
and registration in your vehicle.
• Know how to use your mobile phone’s
camera, or keep a disposable camera handy
to document any post-accident damage.
Steps to take if you have an auto
accident
First, ask yourself: Is anyone hurt? If so,
immediately contact emergency services
for help.
Second, always call the police, no matter
the severity of the accident. If the accident
is minor, you may be asked to file a police
report on your own, which you should do.
Even if an accident happens on private
property, contact the police to report the
incident. Depending on the severity of the
accident the police may or may not come
out to make a report. It’s always in your
best interest to contact the police.
Get out of the way, if you can
• If the vehicles are drivable, move them
to a safe spot on the shoulder or otherwise
out of the way of traffic.
• Turn on your hazard lights and set up

emergency cones, if you have them.
• Get out of the vehicle, unless it is
unsafe to do so.
• Use the mobile app to contact Roadside Assistance for towing help. Roadside
service from State Farm® is available 24
hours a day.
Record all the details
• Use the mobile app to alert your
insurance company you’ve been in an
accident.
• Open the mobile app to share information, such as contact details and insurance details, with anyone else involved in
the accident.
• Ask other drivers to share their details,
too. That information will be needed once
fault and financial responsibility are established. Make sure to record if they are the
car owners.
• Using the mobile app, take notes
about what you remember of the accident,
and upload photos, too. (You’ll find photo
reminders of what to take and how many
images are needed in the app.)
• Ask for and keep a copy of the police
report.
What happens after you report an
accident
The mobile app will allow you to alert
your insurance company and/or agent
that you’ve been in an accident and help
you to begin the claims process. Coverage
levels and determination of fault will help
outline who is financially responsible for
repairs and other costs, including medical
bills. The mobile app by State Farm allows
you to track the status of your claim with
the claims center.
What you should never do
• Don’t try to assign blame.
• Don’t sign anything from anyone
other than the police.
• Don’t leave the scene.
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Celebrity Doctor Bill Dorfman, left, and Kevin Knight.

Asian Youth Center Alhambra resident
oﬀers online
creating documentary
education programs film on homeslessness
The Asian Youth Center (AYC) has been
serving young people in the greater Asian
community and beyond since 1989. Their
services have grown over the years and
now include emergency food distribution,
scholarships, COVID screening, and personalized tutoring.
For several years AYC has offered a
tutoring program that included instruction
in English, Spanish, and Mandarin. Now,
as a response to COVID, they have added
a new after-school, online service for
students from kindergarten through the
eighth grade. AYC has been working to
create kid friendly, easily accessible, and
academically engaging programming in
these different areas of need. It has been up
and running since September of last year.
The tutoring services are available
for free or a fee-based instruction. In the
free service, students are separated into
breakout rooms by grade and tutored in
groups. The tutoring is hosted by volunteer
participants made up of local university
students and overseen by a Lead Tutor staff
member. This program is for homework
support only and does not offer specific
lessons for students. It is made possible by
Zoom, and students must be registered to
participate.

There are two fee-based services as
well. One of these is the Chinese language
program. Fees are determined by income.
Income verification is needed to qualify for
the low-income fee rate. This is a group
class with a max of 15 participants per
class. The tutoring class follows a Chinese
language curriculum for instruction. There
are three different levels of instruction depending on the student’s level of language
proficiency. This class too is offered on
Zoom.
The other fee based tutoring program,
again based on income, is a one-on-one
class, one tutor working with one student.
Instruction is based on the following
criteria: homework support, 1:1 support
for Chinese language lessons and English
or math lessons. These lessons are based on
student level and use workbooks on Common Core curriculum. All the fee-based
tutoring fees are non-refundable.
For parents, this is a great way to give a
child a leg up on learning the lessons that are
critical to educational success. Contact the
AYC at 626-537-0954, or see https://www.
aycla.org/ayc-education-programs-online.
html for more details and enrollment form.
The main office of AYC is located at 100
W. Clary Ave., San Gabriel 91776.

Michael Dergar, founder of the Academy of Special Dreams Foundation, met with
community leaders in Mexico to continue their leadership to support very low
income families in Mazatlan, Mexico. Mr. Dergar’s mission of inclusion and art
brings opportunities to collaborate to help make a more inclusive society regardless of
disabilities. “I thank Adolfo Gonzales, president of Mazatlan North Rotary Club;
Ale Pérez Barros from ACTITUD News; Dory Perdomo from BAUPRES Group;
Luis A. Perez V from Jóvenes Unidos; and the prestigious engineer Daniel Diaz
Gamez for having a vision of inclusion in their projects but most of all for helping us
to make a more inclusive community in Mexico,” Mr. Dergar said.

The March issue of Around Alhambra
reported on Bun ‘n Burger’s participation
in a scene for the movie The Little Things.
It is a tribute to the creative entertainment
activity here that this month Around
Alhambra can chronicle the journey of
Alhambra resident Kevin Knight in developing and producing a documentary film
project for consideration by Hollywood
film makers.
Mr. Knight has recently obtained funding for his film project by “From the Heart
Productions,” which has been selectively
funding socially significant films, “… that
make a positive contribution to society and
to the field of filmmaking.” A distinguished
director has been brought on board to
make the product of Mr. Knight’s pen,
and his considerable effort, a reality. The
working title of this documentary film is
The Forgotten Angels.
Mr. Knight saw up close how serious the
issue of homelessness is when he first moved
to Los Angeles in 2006 while working for
the Los Angeles Free Clinic (now the Saban
Community Clinic) and seeing all of those
families in need. It was a wake-up call.
The film will follow a group of young
homeless children as they trek through

the treacherous streets of Skid Row. These
children battle the restraints of poverty,
hunger, and social limitations as they
bravely pursue academic excellence. While
overcoming educational barriers and inadequate resources, they reveal the powerful
perseverance of youth.
But Mr. Knight and his team weren’t
waiting for funding to begin their project.
It has been a two-year process of researching and determining the story angle of this
social issue and the search for funding, a
team that sees his vision, and a director
to tell the video story and give the film
continuity.
“We've been conducting a series of interviews and filming activities within the Skid
Row area and organizations that have been
an outreach to these kids,” Mr. Knight said.
“Our goal is to create a documentary film
and submit it to the film festival circuit and
conduct a theatrical run within a theatre in
downtown Los Angeles.”
To support this project in any way,
contact From the Heart Productions at
info@fromtheheartproductions.com. The
community looks forward to seeing The
Forgotten Angels take some prizes during
award season.
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Rep. Chu statement
on final passage of
American Rescue Plan
The House of Representatives has passed the
Senate Amendment to HR 1319, the American
Rescue Plan, a $1.9 trillion economic recovery
package to support families, workers, businesses,
and health care providers through the Coronavirus crisis. This was the last legislative hurdle
before the bill heads to President Biden’s desk.
Rep. Judy Chu (CA-27), who helped craft this
bill as a member of the House Small Business,
Ways and Means, and Budget Committees,
issued the following statement:
“Every day, I hear from constituents worried
about losing their homes or unable to make ends
meet, business owners worried about staying
open, families desperate to send their children
back to school, and health care providers
stretched too thin. They need help, not through
any fault of their own but because of a pandemic
that was allowed to go unchecked for too long.
This is an historic moment, and the American
Rescue Plan is the historic response we need. By
providing the $1,400 survival checks we promised, extending the $300 a week in additional
unemployment insurance, providing more loans
for businesses, and speeding vaccine distribution,
the American Rescue Plan presents a real plan to
end this crisis sooner and ensure more American
families can stay on their feet. That’s why this bill
has bipartisan support from the vast majority of
Americans, including Republican mayors and
business leaders. This pandemic has created an
urgent need throughout this country, and we
cannot let families suffer while we draw this
process out. Just as with the CARES Act almost
one year ago, I’m proud that we were able to act
quickly to provide the aid our families need to
make it through this crisis.”
This comprehensive package includes $1.9
trillion in funds to address the pandemic,
including:
Direct relief to struggling families
• Providing working families an additional
direct payment of $1,400 per person, bringing
the total relief payment to $2,000 per person:
• Making the Child Tax Credit fully refundable and increasing its size to $3,000 per child for
2021, a policy that would cut the child poverty
rate in half.
• Providing an additional $1 billion for
emergency assistance to children and families.
• Creating a $1 billion pandemic emergency
fund to be distributed to the states for providing
emergency assistance to low-income families
with children.
• Strengthening the Earned Income Tax
Credit for childless adults for 2021: The bill
raises the maximum Earned Income Tax Credit
for childless adults from roughly $530 to close to
$1,500,
• Invests nearly $40 billion in child care
funding and makes a permanent increase to the
Child Care Entitlement for states.
Health care
• Providing over $20 billion to establish a
national COVID-19 vaccination program and
improve the administration and distribution of
vaccinations.
• Providing $51 billion to expand testing,
contact tracing, and mitigation and related
activities.
• Expanding the subsidies in the ACA marketplaces to cover more middle class families so
no one will have to pay more than 8.5% of their
income for a silver plan in the ACA marketplaces.
• Providing ACA subsidies for those on
unemployment.
• Providing a 100% subsidy for individuals
who lose their job and choose to use COBRA
to continue their existing employer-sponsored
health coverage through Sept. 30, 2021.
• $14.5 billion for VA to provide health care
services and other related supports, including
suicide prevention, women’s health services, telehealth expansion, medical facility improvements,
to eligible veterans and allows up to $4 billion
in spending for the veterans community care

program.
• $7.6 billion in funding to support
COVID-19 response at community health
centers.
• $4 billion for expanding behavioral and
mental health services.
Education
• Providing nearly $130 billion to help
K-12 schools re-open safely.
• $40 billion for institutions of higher
education to help make up for lost revenue due
to the pandemic.
Helping workers weather the pandemic
• Extending and increasing the Federal
Supplemental Unemployment Benefit (FPUC),
of $300/week.
• Extending both the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program, the Pandemic
Emergency Unemployment Compensation
(PEUC), and the Mixed Earner Unemployment
Compensation (MEUC) program through Sept.
6, 2021.
• Forgives 2020 federal taxes on the first
$10,200 of unemployment benefits for households earning under $150,000.
• Extending Employee Retention Credit:
The bill extends through Dec.31, 2021, the Employee Retention Credit, created by the CARES
Act, which expired on Dec. 31, 2020.
• Extending payroll tax credits for paid sick
leave and paid family and medical leave: The bill
extends, from March 31, 2021, to September 30,
2021.
• $150 million for the Department of Labor
to implement COVID-19 worker protection
programs, including at least $75 million for
OSHA enforcement.
• Ensures Workers’ Compensation Coverage for Frontline Maritime and Federal Workers:
Establishes a presumption that COVID-19 is
work-related and authorizes eligibility for medical benefits, lost wages, and survivor benefits for
longshore and shipyard workers as well as federal
and postal workers.
• Helps families access high-quality child
care by expanding the Child and Dependent Tax
Credit (CDCTC) to allow families to claim up to
half of their child care expenses.
Housing
• Provides $26 billion for emergency rental
assistance.
• Provides $10 billion to help homeowners.
• Provides $5 billion to those most in need
to help pay their utility bills.
Food assistance
• Extends SNAP maximum benefits by
15% through Sept.30, 2021.
• Investing more than $5 billion in in the
pandemic EBT program so that low-income
families have access to school meals and food assistance during both the school year and summer
months.
Assistance for small businesses
• $7.25 billion in additional funding for
the Paycheck Protection Program and expands
eligibility of 501(c) nonprofits of all sizes and
types, except for 501(c)4 lobbying organizations.
• $25 billion for a new program at SBA to
offer assistance to restaurants and bars with 20
or fewer locations that have been hit hard by the
pandemic.
• $15 billion for COVID-19 emergency
grants through the Economic Injury Disaster
Loan (EIDL) Program.
Relief for state and local governments
• $195.3 billion for the states.
• $130.2 billion for local governments,
including $10 billion for critical infrastructure
projects. Under the bill, local governments of
every size would receive dedicated allotments.
• $30 billion for transit agencies across the
country to prevent, prepare, and respond to the
continued threat of the pandemic.
• $8 billion to support airports across the
country as well as airport concessions and their
employees.

County of Los Angeles and Alhambra Hospital Medical Center have renewed a total of
134,613 square feet at the 40-acre mixed-use urban community.

2021 marks major
lease renewals at
The Alhambra

The Ratkovich Company announced
that long-term tenant County of Los
Angeles has renewed 117,846 square feet
of office space at The Alhambra, including
Department of Public Works, District
Attorney, and Department of Public
Health. Alhambra Hospital Medical
Center (AHMC) has also signed on for an
additional two years at 16,767 square feet.
The Alhambra is a reimagined 40-acre
mixed-use urban community developed
by The Ratkovich Company located at
1000 S. Fremont Ave. in Alhambra.
Damon Feldmeth, senior vice president, CBRE, represented The Alhambra
in the County of Los Angeles deals. A
tenant since 1999, County of Los Angeles
represented itself in the agreement. In the
AHMC lease renewal. Kevin Duffy, senior
vice president for CBRE, represented The
Alhambra.
“Despite the challenges of the past year
due to the pandemic, The Alhambra has
kicked off 2021 on a positive note with
lease renewals totaling 134,613 square
feet,” said Megan Moloughney, senior
development manager, The Ratkovich
Company. “We greatly appreciate the
loyalty of the County of Los Angeles and
AHMC, and we are working with them to
safely reopen as the health situation begins
to improve.”
“As a result of COVID-19, employers
are attracted to lower density office space,
with multiple points of access to elevators
and entry ways to facilitate social distancing,” Mr. Feldmeth said. “The Alhambra’s
iconic low-rise brick buildings, high
grade interior air filtration, clean energy,
extensive green space, lush landscaping,
and water features provide the ideal environment in the post-pandemic world.”
Since acquiring and redeveloping
The Alhambra in 1999, The Ratkovich
Company has demonstrated its ongoing
commitment to providing tenants and the
local community with a healthy, creative,
environmentally conscious campus that
ties into its mission to improve the overall
quality of urban life. This vision has resonated with long-term occupants, resulting
in high tenant retention rates and major
office space expansions.
About The Alhambra
The Alhambra is a 40-acre mixed-use
urban community in the City of Alham-

bra owned and operated by a partnership
of The Ratkovich Company and ELITE
International and Future Land Development. The campus was originally developed in the 1920s as the headquarters
for petrochemical engineering firm C F
Braun and Co. The Ratkovich Company
first acquired the site in December 1999
and completed a successful $56 million
renovation that enhanced and expanded
the campus into an integrated urban
community, home to office tenants such
as the County of Los Angeles, USC Keck
School of Medicine, and Eastern Los
Angeles Regional Center (ELARC). The
Alhambra's amenities make for a unique
workplace that include a 50,000 square
foot LA Fitness, sundry store, mobile dry
cleaners, car wash, conference rooms, and
a 170-seat auditorium.
About The Ratkovich Company
The Ratkovich Company (TRC) is a
Los Angeles development company that
engages in both new projects and the
imaginative reuse of existing buildings.
TRC has completed, or has under
development, over 18 million square
feet of commercial space in Los Angeles
County, including West Harbor, a $150
million development on the L.A Waterfront scheduled to begin construction
in 2021; The Bloc, a 1.8 million square
foot, mixed-use property at the heart of
downtown Los Angeles; The Alhambra,
a 40-acre mixed-use urban community in
the City of Alhambra; and The Hercules
Campus at Playa Vista, a landmark property including the hangar where Howard
Hughes’ legendary Spruce Goose was
built, and now home to Google/YouTube
and 72andSunny.
About The Villages at The Alhambra
The Ratkovich Company acquired
The Alhambra in 1999 with the vision
to develop a true “Urban Community.”
Imagined as The Villages at The Alhambra, the new urban neighborhood
will enhance the historic C F Braun
property as an idyllic urban environment in a parklike setting, connected
by meandering walkways, green spaces,
and lush landscaping. In creating this
new residential neighborhood, we are
contributing to ease the housing shortage
in Alhambra and the housing crisis in
Southern California.
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Diverse businesses
CSU Chancellor Joseph I.
awarded over $884 million Castro virtually visits Cal State
in SoCalGas contracts in
LA as part of 23-campus tour
2020, 42% of total spending
Minority, women-owned, disabled veteran, and LGBT-owned business get largest
share of SoCalGas’ spending ever, breaking record for the 28th consecutive year
Southern California Gas Co. (SoCalGas) announced the company achieved
another record year of spending with over
550 diverse business enterprises in 2020 —
at $884.2 million, the highest in company
history. SoCalGas exceeded the California
Public Utilities Commission's (CPUC)
goal of 21.5% for the 28th consecutive
year by procuring nearly 42% of total
goods and services from women, minority,
service-disabled veteran, and LGBT-owned
businesses.
In addition to spending with diverse
enterprises, SoCalGas also invests in the
development of these firms. Development
opportunities include business assessment
programs, entrepreneurship courses,
organizational and operation strategy
programs, mentorship, and technical assistance. The programs are designed to help
diverse suppliers enhance their operations
and help ensure success in their business
partnerships.
In 2020, SoCalGas purchases with
women-owned businesses were surpassed
for the 32nd consecutive year, totaling
nearly $243 million. The company also
marked spend with 135 new diverse firms
as well as $192 million in spend with

diverse subcontractors. Other 2020 highlights include:
• $568 million spent with minority-owned businesses (category includes
both minority men and women-owned).
• 41.3% total purchases with diverse
suppliers.
• $61 million spent with disabled-veteran business enterprises.
• 15 firms among the top 25 SoCalGas
suppliers are diverse firms.
• 92% of suppliers are based in SoCalGas’ home state of California.
In 2021, SoCalGas plans to continue
its best practices in supplier diversity
and identifying opportunities for diverse
suppliers as the company looks toward
the future of energy in California. More
information on the company’s mission and
strategic priorities can be found at socalgas.
com/mission.

Peppy’s (virtual) Heart
Walk for Children’s
Hospital to be held April 20

For 20 years, Joe “Peppy” Sciarra and the
Alhambra Rotary Club have raised money
to support the Heart Institute at Children’s
Hospital of Los Angeles through an annual
Heart Walk. Every year, except last year
because of COVID, participants gather
outside Birdies Restaurant, now Almansor
Grill. From there they head out to the walking circuit in Almansor Park and return to
Birdies, which generously provides lunch.
During this time, Peppy and Rotary Club
members have raised around $180,000 for
Children’s Hospital. Recently, Connie Sanchez from Children's Hospital Los Angeles
Heart Institute spoke at a Rotary (virtual)
meeting to thank them.
Peppy, a combat veteran of World War
II who earned a Bronze Star for courage
under fire, is now 96 and still the face of
this important charity event. He made the
walk with everyone else until he was 94.
His interest in supporting the Heart Institute stems from his experience with his son
Joe Sciarra III. When he was four years old,
he was diagnosed with hypoplastic anemia,
a condition that can lead to heart failure.
Young Joe was hospitalized for a month but
has lived a healthy life since then. He is now
71 and also participates in the Heart Walk.
Peppy was inspired by his son’s experience and wanted to show his thanks by
supporting the Heart Institute. His fellow
Rotarians caught his vision and have been
generous with their time and donations in
this steadily more popular event. Children’s

Peppy, right, inspired by his son’s, Joe Sciarra
III, experience, shows his thanks by supporting
the Heart Institute.

Hospital is grateful for this long- term
commitment to their work and recently the
Heart Institute’s 2021 Impact Report included a feature about Peppy in its “Donor
Spotlight” column.
COVID is not going to stop Peppy this
year. There will be a virtual Heart Walk
Presentation Ceremony over Zoom at noon
Tuesday, April 20. The webinar ID is 839
8963 1070, and the passcode is 1924771.
Help support Peppy’s Heart Walk this year
by donating at http://connect.chla.org/
goto/alhambrarotary.

California State University Chancellor
Joseph I. Castro visited Cal State LA
virtually on March 16, marking the third
stop on his first 23-campus tour of the CSU
system.
Mr. Castro took part in a full day of
Zoom meetings during the visit, speaking
with students, faculty, and staff to get to
know the university and the Cal State LA
community.
The chancellor took questions from
students, faculty, and staff during the open
forum, which was moderated by Raphael J.
Sonenshein, executive director for the Pat
Brown Institute for Public Affairs at Cal
State LA. Mr. Castro covered topics including mental health services, tuition and fees,
campus public safety, virtual learning, and
the pandemic.
The chancellor said he and the university
presidents are working with public health
experts to plan a safe transition back to
in-person working and learning.
“I think there is reason to be optimistic.
On the other hand, we are aware of these
variants, and if for some reason we need to
adjust, we will make sure that we do that
and communicate it as far in advance as
possible,” Mr. Castro said. “But by and
large, what I hear from our students and
from most faculty and staff is that you
would like to be on campus if we can do it
safely, so that’s the goal.”
Throughout the day, Mr. Castro met
with Cal State LA President William A.
Covino, the university vice presidents, the
Academic Senate Executive Committee,
student leaders from Associated Students,
Inc., the Cal State LA Foundation, and

California State University Chancellor
Joseph I. Castro. (Photo credit: California
State University).

labor union representatives.
Department of Theatre and Dance
students from the College of Arts and
Letters also presented an innovative virtual
performance of War of the Worlds for the
chancellor, using Zoom to produce an
engaging live digital theatre production.
Mr. Castro is the first Californian
and the first person of color to serve as
CSU chancellor. He was previously the
president of Fresno State. The grandson of
immigrants from Mexico and the son of a
single mother, Mr. Castro was the first in
his family to graduate from a university.
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The Villages needs
your support now

The Villages at The Alhambra includes
planting 650 additional trees on our 16
acres of open space and meets all local, state,
and federal regulations for environmental
protection, including air and water quality.
The Villages provides affordable housing,
supports small businesses on Main Street
and Valley Boulevard with more potential
customers who live nearby, and of course,
maintains the local farmer’s market on-site.
We believe that The Villages will become a
point of pride for the City of Alhambra by
working together.
The project’s gateway location encourages a transit-oriented community and allows Alhambra the opportunity to support
smart growth.
The housing provided at The Villages
will demonstrate Alhambra’s commitment
to meeting state-mandated housing

requirements and improve its County
Housing Scorecard grade of “D.”
Now is the time for action. The Villages
at The Alhambra have included over four
years of community input and feedback
into its planning. Together, we have created
a future that embraces positive change and
prosperity.
It’s decision time — sign up to support!
Mission High School, a non-profit Catholic college preparatory high school for young women,
provides an affordable quality education for students and families located on the campus of
the historic San Gabriel Mission.

27 Quick and Easy Fix Ups to Sell
Your Home Fast and for Top Dollar
Alhambra - Because your home may well
be your largest asset, selling it is probably
one of the most important decisions you
will make in your life. And once you have
made that decision, you'll want to sell your
home for the highest price in the shortest
time possible without compromising your
sanity. Before you place your home on the
market, here's away to help you to be as
prepared as possible. To assist homesellers,
a new industry report has just been released
called "27 Valuable Tips That You Should
Know to Get Your Home Sold Fast and for
Top Dollar." It tackles the important issues
you needto know to make your home
competitive in today's tough, aggressive
marketplace.
Through these 27 tips you will discover
how to protect and capitalize on your most
important investment, reduce stress, be in
control of your situation, and make the

best profit possible. In this report you'll
discover how to avoid financial disappointment or worse, a financial disaster when
selling your home. Using a common-sense
approach, you will get the straight facts
about what can make or break the sale of
your home.
You owe it to yourself to learn how these
important tips will give you the competitive edge to get your home sold fast and for
the most amount of money.
Order your free report today. To order
your FREE copy of this report call toll-free
1-888-300-4632 and enter 1023. You
can call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.
Get your free special report NOW.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real Estate Broker Lic# 01820322.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2012

VISIT THE CHAMBER ONLINE AT

alhambrachamber.org

For over 70 years, the school has served the greater Los Angeles Area and San Gabriel Valley
community.

San Gabriel Mission High
School to celebrate educators,
heroes of the pandemic
San Gabriel Mission’s High School
is celebrating educators and heroes of
the pandemic. On Saturday, April 24,
Mission High School will honor them
by hosting a virtual fundraising gala.
The citizens, businesses, and organizations of Alhambra are invited to be a
part of the ceremony and help honor
those who continue to unselfishly serve
the communities. Mission High School
also graciously requests the community’s
support by becoming sponsors. Any
amount or in-kind item for its silent
auction would be greatly appreciated.
Sponsorship and donation amounts are
$25, $50, $100, $250, $500, $1,000,
$2,500, and $5,000.
Since 1949, Mission High School
has developed students and over 6,000
graduates who maintain and support
these vibrant communities by producing leaders that grow and thrive. With
the community’s support, Mission
will continue the legacy education and
continue a tradition of excellence for
many years to come. All the proceeds
of the event will be used to support
its students, families, and faculty. For
more information, please contact Algis
Marciuska, gala co-chairperson, at
626-457-3034, the Mission High team
at sgmhs@missionpioneers.org, or call
626-282-3181.
• To make a contribution or to donate
a silent auction item today, visit www.
gala21.givesmart.com.

• To become a sponsor, please click
on the order form button and visit the
“Items for Purchase” section.
• To donate a silent auction, please
click on the donate-an-item button.
Please note that San Gabriel Mission
High School is a 501 c (3) non-profit
organization. Mission High School is
located at 254 S. Santa Anita St. San
Gabriel 91776. Donations made to San
Gabriel Mission High School are tax
deductible to the full extent of the law.
For over 70 years, the school has
served the greater Los Angeles Area and
San Gabriel Valley community. Mission
High School, a non-profit Catholic college preparatory high school for young
women, provides an affordable quality
education for students and families
located on the campus of the historic
San Gabriel Mission. Mission could not
have reached this milestone without the
support of its faculty, staff, residents,
volunteers, alumni, partners, and communities that it serves. In addition, the
Mission is grateful for the first responders who worked to save the Mission
during the fire that started on July 11,
2020. Mission could not have reached
this milestone without the support of
its faculty, staff, residents, volunteers,
alumni, partners, and communities
that it serves. In addition, the Mission
is grateful for the first responders who
worked to save the Mission during the
fire that started on July 11, 2020.
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Ramona welcomes
new students for
outdoor tea tour
The sun shone brightly and
soft breezes blew while Ramona's
campus came to life celebrating
the eighth annual Applicants
Tea event. Applicants and their
moms, dads, grandmas, and/
or other special friends arrived
at Ramona and brought with
them their laughter, energy, and
hope for a better and brighter
tomorrow as Ramona's class of
2025.
Each year, this event proves
to be a fun-filled, unique and
creative way to share what the
school community is all about.
This year proved to be no different. While adhering to safety
guidelines with mask-wearing, Sophomore Ambassador Leann Kraft and her mother,
social distancing, and tempera- Christina Kraft, welcome guests for a magical tour of
ture checks, this year's theme Ramona's garden-like campus.
"Faith, Trust and Pixie Dust"
was fittingly appropriate. The
event was planned as a self-guided walking licious cookies, fairy dust, cupcakes and so
tour of the enchanted gardens of Ramona much more. Each table also offered guests
featuring creatively decorated mystical ta- themed gifts in the spirit of enjoying a
bles. Guests also met with student ambas- magnificent journey throughout Ramona.
sadors and their moms, all of whom were
Ramona is a welcoming Catholic
creatively dressed as garden fairies. Here college-prep high school for girls in grades
the mutual conversation, sprinkled with nine through 12. Ramona graduates face
a little pixie dust, was where relationships the future with an extraordinary education,
between the Ramona community and the a global vision fueled by Catholic values,
guests developed.
an independent spirit, confident leadership
As the guests arrived, they drove up Ra- skills, the support of their Ramona sisters,
mona's entrance to find beautiful hanging and the strength of a legacy of more than
decorations such as colorful butterflies and 130 years of excellence.
flowers. It seemed that in nearly every part
Ramona Convent Secondary School
of the campus they were greeted by fairies is located at 1701 W. Ramona Road,
and gifted with delicious wrapped edibles Alhambra 91803. For more information,
such as freshly baked scones, rose decorated please call 626-282-4151, or visit www.
concha pastries, magical pretzel wands, de- ramonaconvent.org.

To inquire about
these adoptable animals, contact the San
Gabriel Valley Humane
Society at 626-2861159, or visit at 851 E.
Grand Ave., San Gabriel. Adoption hours
are 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Tuesday through
Sunday. The shelter is
closed on Mondays.
Directions and photos
of many more dogs and
cats can be found online
at www.sgvhumane.org.
The adoption fee
for cats is $99, which
includes spay/neuter,
vaccinations, de-worming,
FIV/FELV/
heartworm testing, and
microchip. A $130 $145 dog adoption fee
includes
microchip,

vaccinations,
spay/
neuter surgery, and
de-worming, as well as a
free health check-up at a
participating vet (some
breeds slightly higher).
Save money with the
Buddy Program. Adopt
two pets at the same
time for a reduced fee.
The Senior for Senior
Program offers pets for
$39 each.
The San Gabriel Valley
Humane Society is the
local, affordable choice
for spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and TNR
(trap, neuter, and
release) for feral cats.
Check out the website
for information on
the adoptable pets and
adoption
programs:
www.sgvhumane.org.

Golden retriever mix • Adult •
Female • Large
Hazel is a 5-year-old brown golden
retriever mix. She is a great dog who
is a little shy at first, but can listen to
commands like sit and stay. Hazel needs
a family that will be patient with her
as it may take a while to get to know
you. Her adoption fee is $145, which
includes spay surgery, microchip, first
vaccinations, and a free wellness checkup at a participating veterinarian. Call
the San Gabriel Valley Humane Society
at 626-286-1159 to schedule a "Meet
and Greet" appointment with Hazel.
Website: www.sgvhumane.org.

Students are readily embracing the changes and happy to be back with their teachers and
friends and no Zoom classes.

Emmaus Lutheran
School has opened
Emmaus Lutheran School, 840 S. Almansor St., has opened its doors to students
for on-campus learning, and the normal
sounds of happy schoolchildren are filling
the halls. Even though there are a lot of new
changes instituted to keep the students safe
and healthy, such as social-distancing, strict
and consistent cleaning routines, masks,
and desk shields that are now the norm, the
students are readily embracing the changes
and happy to be back with their teachers
and friends and no Zoom classes.
One change the students are loving
is the way Emmaus' recess time is set up.
Emmaus has over six acres of space to
spread students out, including a large grass
field, basketball courts, and two large play
structures. This area has been divided into
three zones, and only certain classes are
allowed in each zone each week. Since interactive and contact sports are still limited,
the school purchased several playground
and fitness toys that the students could
play with individually during recess time,
allowing them to have fun, get fit, and play
without spreading germs.
Items such as croquet sets, jump balls,

Labrador retriever and shepherd
mix • Senior • Female • Large
Jazz is a 12-year-old retriever and shepherd
mix with a soft and smooth reddish-brown coat,
a cute distinguished gray snout, and striking
dark honey colored eyes. She is a one-of-a-kind
constant companion who is loving and caring
and likes to be affectionate and attentive with
loved ones. Jazz was previously in a home and
house trained. She is looking for a lucky family
to enjoy her golden years. If you think you can
give this adoring lady the loving forever home she
truly deserves, then please inquire about Jazz.
Her adoption fee is $145, which includes spay
surgery, microchip, first vaccinations, and a free
wellness check-up at a participating veterinarian.
Call the San Gabriel Valley Humane Society
at 626-286-1159 to schedule a "Meet and
Greet" appointment with Jazz. Website: www.
sgvhumane.org.

jump ropes, hopscotch, cornhole, whirleyballs, hop-a-long riders, scooters, and
balance boards have been divided between
zones and classes to give students many different and new things to do. "I felt that it
was important for the children to have time
to get some needed exercise and have fun
during their recess time,” said Principal Kit
Hittinger. “They have had a lot of screen
time in the last year, so this is an important
feature we offer to the students."
This is only one example of how students
are being cared for at Emmaus. Since the
beginning of the school year, students have
had full-day instruction with the teachers
via Zoom. It has been challenging, but it
was felt that full-time learning is the only
way that students will truly be successful
and be prepared for the next school year.
The plan to have a summer program that
helps students get caught up on missed
learning or excel further is being planned
and will be available to the public.
For more information about current
classes or the summer program, contact
Emmaus School at www.EmmausAlhambra.org, or call 626-289-3664.

Chihuahua mix • Adult • Female •
Small
Autum is a 5-year-old cream colored
Chihuahua mix who is looking for a loving
forever home of her own. She is a very shy girl
who may take some time to get to know you.
Autum really enjoys checking everything out
and being walked but gets scared of other dogs
that are too forward. She needs a family that is
patient and understanding and has experience
with shy dogs. If Autum sounds like the dog for
you, please call the San Gabriel Valley Humane
Society at 626-286-1159 to schedule a "Meet
and Greet" appointment with Autum. Her
adoption fee is $130, which includes spay
surgery, microchip, first vaccinations, and
a free wellness check-up at a participating
veterinarian. Website: www.sgvhumane.org.
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Ramona teacher wins
equitable innovation grant
Ramona first grade-teacher deserie (sic) Bradvica is one
of 30 educators awarded an Equitable Innovation Grant
funded by the Los Angeles County Office of Education
and the Greater L.A. Education Foundation.
The newly launched $65K Equitable Innovation
Grants will sponsor projects reaching more than 12,000
students. The grants invest in teacher-led solutions to
support students most affected by the pandemic.
Long known for her inspired approaches to engaging
students, Mrs. Bradvica is using her grant money to
create a class of At-Home Scientists. She will distribute
individual science kits combining science instruction
with handwriting practice materials that will allow
students to compose “reports on their findings” for the
whole class to read.
“My families are concerned about students’ printing
penmanship skills and I am concerned about their
engagement,” Mrs. Bradvica said. “I’ll distribute books
on a variety of science topics and teach mini-lessons on
correct letter formation. I’ll also ask students to videotape
AUSD GRATITUDE From Page 1

tsunamis of hardship, exhaustion,
and frustration, our community
fought back with compassion and
creativity to teach, learn, connect,
and provide assistance on every
front. In many cases, these innovations are such improvements
over pre-pandemic ways, we will
adopt the new technologies and
approaches because they make it
possible for parents, students, and
employees to more easily become
true partners in education.
Evidence of AUSD generosity, tenacity, strength, and prob-

their experiments to share with each other and publish a
scientific report of their findings. Hopefully, they’ll have
a great time, gain renewed curiosity for the world, and
enjoy learning the art of printing beautifully.”
Parent Terry Galvan, mother of Veronica Galvan, had
nothing but praise for her daughter’s teacher. “Where
do I begin? Mrs. Bradvica starts each morning with a
great smile, contagious positive energy, and so much
patience in making sure all her students understand all
assignments.”
Noel Hood is grateful her daughter Isabella Hood has
Mrs. Bradvica as her teacher this year. “Mrs. Bradvica is
the bright light on these dark days for the children.”
Makenzie Pham’s mother, Kay Tse, agreed. “Her dedication to her teaching craft is evident. I love being able
to reach out to her with concerns and getting her swift
response. I believe that educating a child goes beyond academics — teachers must also teach students to be great
citizens. Mrs. Bradvica does an amazing job reminding
the little ones to be respectful and kind, both in and out

lem-solving is everywhere present
in the district, at each school site,
and in the homes of our students
and families.
Thousands of parents spent
long Zoom hours attending
Coffees with the Principal and
dozens of AUSD webinars to better understand how to help their
child through the complexities
and isolation of Distance Learning. Two thousand staff members
brought their energy, dedication,
on-the-fly innovations, and talent
for adaptation to lesson plans;

Zoom classrooms; at-home
student supply kits; current event
teachable moments; millions
of curbside and bus stop meals;
troubleshooting and distributing
thousands of computers; campus
safety protocols, site cleaning and
quality control; equity and kindness campaigns; workshops for
special education, social emotional learning, grief, and well-being;
and volunteer food banks for the
most in need AUSD families.
These victories are an inspiration in the tumult and demon-

Like all teachers this past year, Ramona first-grade teacher and
winner of an Equitable Innovation Grant, deserie (sic) Bradvica
has been creating connection through crisis. She is pictured here
using a desktop computer, a laptop computer, and a document
camera to conduct a Distance Learning lesson with her firstgrade students.

of the classroom. I applaud Mrs. Bradvica for being able to
maintain her sanity while finding creative ways to keep her
students engaged. I will be forever grateful to her for giving
Makenzie a solid foundation to grow on. That is priceless!”

strate the ingenuity, perseverance,
and flexibility to carry us through
the next COVID-19 frontier:
in-person classes reimagined for
the 2021-22 school year.
In preparation for that cherished goal, and in tandem with
the continuity of instruction
delivered to every student in the
current K-12 morning schedule
of Distance Learning, we are
offering families an opportunity.
Beginning in mid-April, parents
can opt to add in-person afternoon student enrichment expe-

riences taught by credentialed
staff for the last seven weeks of
the 2020-21 academic year. More
about those plans is in this issue,
on every school website, AUSD
social media, and in parent meetings with each principal during
the week of April 5.
In closing, I want say it is an
honor of lifetime to work together on our shared mission to lift
up our students and one another
while we build the leaders our
community and our county are
waiting for.
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Kenneth Tang, President, District 2
Dr. Marcia R. Wilson, Vice President, District 1
Kaysa Moreno, Clerk, District 3
Joanne Russell-Chavez, Member, District 5
Robert L. Gin, Member, District 4
Denise R. Jaramillo, Superintendent & Secretary to the Board

AUSD educators line up at MKHS on March 2 for their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine
at the Educator Vaccine Clinic made possible through an AUSD partnership with the City of
Monterey Park, Herald Christian Health Center, and Azusa Pacific School of Nursing. Photo
caption credit: Gigi Lee, China Press.

2020 - 2021

880 educators inoculated
at AUSD COVID-19
Vaccine Clinic
A partnership between Alhambra
USD, City of Monterey Park, Herald
Christian Health Center, and Azusa Pacific University School of Nursing made
it possible for 880 AUSD and Garvey
SD educators to receive their first
COVID-19 dose at the Tuesday, March
2, drive-through inoculation clinic at
Mark Keppel High School. The next
clinic slated for early April will provide
the second dose; details available after
press time.
The AUSD clinic partners have created a model for one of the smoothest
running vaccine clinics anywhere,
attracting interest from large health organizations eager to
borrow the drive-thru model and news
coverage from ABC7
and China Press.
“This collaborative effort showcases
how much can
be
accomplished
when
dedicated
community partners
work together to
overcome significant
hurdles to deliver
urgent
pandemic
protection to those
who need it most, ”
said Alhambra USD
Superintendent
Denise R. Jaramillo.
“We are overjoyed to
be able to inoculate
our educators and
tier one residents
because of our incredible partners.”
The
AUSD
Vaccine Partnership
began as a conversation between Superintendent Jaramillo,
who wanted to offer
AUSD campuses as
sites for small local
community vaccination
drive-thru

clinics to speed and simplify access, and
Monterey Park City Manager Ron Bow,
who is committed to local community
delivery of the COVID vaccine to the
city’s residents.
HCHC joined the effort early to
provide the initial 300 COVID vaccines
for the February pilot clinic at MKHS
and continues its vital collaboration, as
does APU School of Nursing.
After receiving his first dose, Jim
Schofield, AUSD director of student
employee welfare, told ABC 7 reporter
Marc Cota-Robles, “Underneath this
mask there is a big smile.”

Asian American Association of Alhambra Celebrates 2021 Scholarship recipients:
Congratulations to the four Alhambra Unified School District seniors who each earned
an $800 scholarship from the Asian American Association of Alhambra to help them
as they move to the next step in their educational career. The students were recognized
at a virtual celebration in March. In addition to the high school scholarships, AAA
of Alhambra also provides scholarships for eighth graders at all 13 AUSD elementary
schools. To contribute to their scholarship fund, donations are accepted at http://bit.
ly/AAA-Donate-PP. The AAA of Alhambra and AUSD look forward to returning to
their traditional fundraising banquet next year and to celebrating Lunar New Year
in person.
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SoCalGas provides $50,000
in grant funding to support
minority students in San
Gabriel Valley, Inland Empire
The grants are part of the utility’s diversity, equity, and inclusion initiative.

After listening to Kapono tell a story, the students answered questions about character traits
and even demonstrated what certain emotions would look like.

Students learn coding
from humanoid robot

Brightwood, Fremont, and Northrup
schools hosted their second visit from Kapono, a humanoid robot who is a project
of the Charter College of Education of
California State University Los Angeles
(CSULA).
After demonstrating some warm-up
stretches, Kapono recited the story, “The
Three Chickens” (a take on “The Three
Little Pigs”), complete with different voices, background music, and sound effects.
Afterward, Kapono’s CSULA friends,
Jessal Salas, Erica Santos, and Ronak
Makani, asked students questions about

character traits and had students act out
being dramatic, mad, and carefree.
“We feel very fortunate that Cal State
L.A. staff members continue to partner
with our schools and bring Kapono to
our classes,” said Northrup Principal Dr.
Rosa Northcott, whose school has hosted
Kapono visits for the last two years. “And
I appreciate their creativity in finding ways
to connect with our students even though
they can’t be here in person.”
New to this visit was a lesson about coding. As Kapono’s human friends explained,
Kapono’s programming is similar to the
>> see LEARN CODING Page 19

Southern California Gas Co. (SoCalGas) announced its donations to the
Society of Extraordinary Women (SOEW)
and The Pasadena Delta Foundation, Inc.
(PDF), with $25,000 grants respectively to
provide supplies and services to aid female
high school and college minority students
pursuing an education in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM).
“SoCalGas strives to create systematic
change for racial equality and social justice
focused on equality and inclusion,” said Jill
Huppenbauer, director of diversity, equity,
and inclusion at SoCalGas. “It’s been an
amazing opportunity to partner with organizations like the Society of Extraordinary
Women and the Pasadena Delta Foundation in driving programs that help support
the youth in our communities.”
The $25,000 grant provided to SOEW
will help expand its Ignite Leadership and
STEM Academy program, which encourages middle through high school female
students to pursue careers in STEM and
GIS, to the Inland Empire. Through this
grant, students without internet services
were provided access to Spectrum internet
and those without access to a computer
received notebooks and writing supplies.
Additionally, the funds were also used to
provide stipends for participating teachers
and for the hiring of program coordinators.

“The Ignite Leadership and STEM
Academy has changed my life significantly
and I’ve been a proud participant since the
seventh grade,” said Aleeyah, a freshman at
Spelman College. “Being a part of this program has opened many doors that I didn’t
even know could be open for me, such as
attending flight school to learn how to be
a pilot. I just want to thank Mrs. Coates
in pushing us to be the best that we can
be and helping us grow our confidence.
Together, we can achieve more.”
“The Pasadena Delta Foundation, Inc.
is excited to present STEM scholarships to
underrepresented students in the greater
Pasadena area. We are extremely grateful
and proud to partner with SoCalGas to
provide necessary funding to make these
opportunities a possibility for our college
students,” said Debra Ward-Samad, president of the Pasadena Delta Foundation, Inc.
The PDF STEM Scholarship program
is designed to assist deserving students currently enrolled in a four-year college with
a STEM field major by providing scholarships for the completion of their degree and
to further enhance their competitiveness in
the workforce. The $25k grant will provide
five students with $5,000 scholarships that
will be used toward tuition, living expenses,
school supplies, study materials, and additional courses to further their education.
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students’ homework. He had to be programmed precisely in order to function
properly. They explained how coding
made Kapono move and say things that
were not always perfect the first time, but
the programmers and Kapono learned
from the mistakes and improved each
time.
Brightwood students in Kimberly
Ng’s second/third-grade class sent
Kapono a digital thank you card filled
with pictures of robots, which were each
a link to a personal note from every

The four sample schedules for optional afternoon in-person enrichment experiences, organized
by grade.

AUSD adds TK-12 in-person
opportunities, Distance
Learning continues
AUSD students will continue morning
TK-12 Distance Learning to maintain
continuity of instruction for the remainder
of the 2020-21 school year. But in midApril, barring L.A. County DPH guidance
changes, the district will offer a first step
opportunity for TK-12 families who also
want an afternoon in-person enrichment
experience for their student several days a
week on their school campus. “This small
transition step helps all of us work out the
complexities of the COVID-19 reconfigured classroom to be ready for the 2021-22
school year,” said AUSD Superintendent
Denise R. Jaramillo.
The latest AUSD parent survey revealed
that 66% of the 12,000 parents responding would not send their child to in-person
classes at this time, with 10% undecided.
Planning for the on-campus afternoon
enrichment classes had to factor in that
two-thirds of AUSD students would opt
out of any in-person program offered. That
meant AUSD had to estimate how many
students in which grades would attend and
how many credentialed staff at each school
would be needed to lead the small stable

group cohorts required by the state.
Parents met with their principals in late
March to discuss an overview of the plan,
and they signed commitment forms to opt
in or out of in-person learning. Parents
who are sending students to the afternoon
enrichment programs led by credentialed
staff will meet again with principals the
week of April 5 to discuss logistics and
COVID-19 screening and safely protocols
for returning.
All parents received a video overview prior to the meetings and can visit the AUSD
website www.ausd.us for most current updated information on 2020-21 COVID-19
in-person learning + safety plan.
The elementary schools begin the
in-person afternoon enrichment classes on
a staggered schedule by grade. Grades TK
– two afternoon begin Monday, April 12;
grades three – five begin Thursday, April
15, and grades six – eight start Monday,
April 19. High school nine – 12 afternoon
enrichment begins April 12. How many
days a week the on-campus classes will
meet will be determined by how many
parents sign up.

student. Like many of his peers, student
Jonas Hanami wrote that he connected
the visit to the fairy tales he was writing
for class, explaining strategies in his math
journal, and the Dash and Dot robots he
has programmed in class.
Northrup third-grader Chloe Rotger
was especially enthusiastic during one of
the visits. While watching, she couldn’t
help but exclaim, “That robot is amazing!” and after Kapono said good-bye for
the day, Chloe declared, “I am in love
with Kapono! He is awesome!”
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First United Methodist
Church of Alhambra
Easter Services

Good Friday Candlelight Service (Mandarin)
Friday, April 2, at 7:30 p.m. via Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/fumcalhambra/live
Easter Service (English)
Sunday, April 4, at 9:30 a.m. via YouTube
Search: First Alhambra Methodist

Easter Service (Mandarin)
Sunday, April 4, at 11 a.m. via Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/fumcalhambra/live

For more information, please call 626-289-4258.
First United Methodist Church of Alhambra
9 N. Almansor St., Alhambra, CA 91801
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Memoir writing basics: start today

By Rev. Craig Statton, CEO, Atherton
214 S. Atlantic Blvd. Alhambra
All of us need seniors to share their
stories. A wealth of wisdom and wit
resides inside the memories of every
senior, and these are not treasures to be
lost. Families need to have stories that
can be remembered to provide a context
for family values and history. Seniors
themselves can assign meaning to the
legacy of their lives by writing from
their own perspective. So let me ask you:
Have you ever felt the need to reach deep
down into your past, across the chasm of
memories and retrieve a glimmer of your
life? The memories pour out as you start
to write authentically and vividly either
on your laptop or on paper. For more detailed information on memoir writing, I
suggest doing some research. I started
with Memoir Writing for Dummies by
Ryan G. Van Cleave PhD. You may also
consider attending a writer’s conference
to connect with people who love to tell
stories.
The important thing is to start. Here
is the best news: Don’t try to start at the
beginning. Start with a memory that
keeps surfacing or that became a turning
point in your life. As you concentrate
on telling this story, your mind will go
further and further into memories of
people, places, and events from before
and after that point. Keep a list of these
because you will come back to them. But
first, go back to that pivotal story and
make it interesting on its own. Here are
some tips to help:

Limit what’s included. A memoir
focuses on parts or specific elements of a
life, whereas an autobiography includes
everything about a life, from birth to
death.
Be truthful. There is no need to
embellish or exaggerate.
Use narrative elements. Tell the story
with detail and emotion. Think about all
five of your senses, and help the reader
feel like you are talking directly to them.
Show desire. When the main character of the story desperately wants something, the story becomes interesting. Be
specific and clear about what your main
character wants, and your readers will
want to continue reading.
Have conflict or adversity. No one
has a perfect life, or even a perfect day.
In fact, when a character can’t get what
they want or faces some type of hardship
that is when the story gets interesting.
Tell that story for a strong memoir.
Telling your story in human terms
from your real point of view is necessary
to connect with your reader. Do you
want the structure of your story to be
chronological, starting from the beginning to the end? Sometime stories that
start at the end or even in the middle
keep things interesting. Ask yourself
what message or lesson do you want to
share with the world. This will help you
decide the type of structure that fits your
personal style.
Establishing the setting and scene
makes the memory from the past come
to life. Your reader can magically create

that moment in their mind. Beyond the
physical area, also include social and cultural forces. Are there background noises
or smells in the air? Are you indoors
or outdoors, is it hot or cold? These
elements and many more will draw a
picture for the reader.
To make the characters in your story
memorable, think about what you can
convey that will express a good sense of
who they are and what they mean to you.
You might pick from their physical appearance, personality, IQ, and schooling,
talents, skills, and gifts, shortcomings
and flaws, mannerisms and tics, main
goals, secondary goals, fears, secrets, etc.

These elements help your reader develop
the same emotional attachment to the
character that you have.
Don’t worry about the words or
sentences at first. Just write what comes.
Then you can go back and smooth out the
rough edges and polish up the grammar.
As you relive your past moment
by moment, you will see a story take
shape and grow into something that is
a message of love, kindness, compassion,
humility, and humanity. That is a memoir. You don’t have to be a well-educated
person of letters or an expert in grammar.
You just have to start. Perhaps the time
is now.
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Are silver ﬁllings safe?

Q: I have heard that silver fillings are toxic for me.
Should I have them removed?
A: I get this question daily.
The debate about amalgams (alloys) or silver fillings
has been going on since the 1980s when there was
concern raised about the mercury that is part of the
silver filling. Studies have been done with suggestions
that mercury vapors are released from amalgams and in
fact, some countries in Europe have banned the use of
amalgams. Research still is not complete, and part of
the issue is that we don’t know how much mercury is
released and how much is too much.
The main concern with mercury is that it affects
your nervous system. Everyone is exposed to mercury
through air, drinking water, soil, and food. As with most
substances, the degree of harm caused by mercury in
the body is related to the amount. Very low levels don't
cause any ill effects. At higher levels — for instance,
when workers are exposed to mercury through their
jobs — mercury can cause memory loss, anxiety, auto
immune disorders, fatigue, tremors, and the inability to
concentrate.
Recent studies have shown that a small amount of
mercury in the form of vapor can be released as the
amalgam filling wears. They also concluded that this
amount is very low. In fact the mercury that most people are exposed to in their daily environment or in the
food they eat is less that what we get from the fillings.
Better dental restorative materials (bonded composites and porcelain for example) are now available. They
don’t contain mercury, and they match the color of your
teeth, so you may wonder why metallic-colored fillings
are still used.
Facts about amalgam fillings
• Amalgams are strong, dependable restorations that
many adults, me included, have had in their mouths for
over 15 years.

• Amalgams are easy to place, hold up for a long time,
and are inexpensive.
• The most exposure to mercury from amalgams is
in the first two hours of placement and when they are
removed.
Appropriate suction and isolation are important to limit
exposure to patients. We use high-powered suction with a
combination of rubber isolation to make sure the patient
does not inhale the vapors.
• Amalgams require more tooth removal than the new
type of restorations. Many times healthy tooth structure is
removed because amalgams don’t bond to teeth, and we
have to cut an undercut in a tooth to hold it in place. That
leads to fractures later on.
• Amalgams expand and contract. Meaning when you
drink something hot amalgam “swells” and when you drink
cold it “shrinks.” That also contributes to fractures over a
period of time.
Do you need to change your amalgam fillings?
My personal view on the issue:
• I replace an amalgam (or any other filling) because it
is no longer doing the job. If the fillings are leaking, there is
a cavity around it, or it isn’t supporting the tooth, it needs
to come out and be replaced.
• I believe that the alternative materials are better, and
therefore, I avoid placing amalgams.

• However, alternative filling materials are more technique sensitive and time consuming. They often involve
laboratory and cost more than amalgams.
• I think that grinding teeth together and having high
acid levels (from coffee, soda and sports drinks, citric fruits)
contributes to more mercury vapor. If this is the case I consider gradually replacing amalgams with alternatives.
•
There are some dietary supplements like chlorella,
cilantro, and garlic that are considered to help bind and
remove mercury and other heavy metals from the body.
Replacing metal dental fillings should only be done after
careful consideration of the long-term health of your teeth.
Have a consultation with your dentist, and find the best
solution for your personal situation. Remember there is no
one-size-fits-all.

To Advertise in
Around
Alhambra call
626-282-8481

ADVANCED DENTISTRY
of ALHAMBRA

Healthy Teeth & Bright Smiles for
the Whole Family!
• Laser Dentistry
• Pediatric Dentistry
• Implants
• Invisalign & Braces
• Wisdom Teeth Removal
• Dental Emergencies

(626) 289-6131
70 S Palm Ave., Alhambra, CA 91801
www.DaraDDS.com
Dr. Dara
Gashparova

OPEN SATURDAYS • 0% Interest payment plans

New Patient Offer

- Digital X-Rays
- Comprehensive Exam
- Regular Cleaning

$69
Reg. price $270
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The mouth is primary site
for spread of COVID-19

The oral cavity is a primary site for
infection and transmission of COVID-19.
The most likely sites in the mouth for
COVID-19 viruses to infect could be the
salivary glands, the tongue, and the tonsils,
according to a study of 40 subjects done at
the University of North Carolina (UNC) at
Chapel Hill.
Most research so far has focused on
the nose and the lungs as primary sites for
coronavirus infection. Adding the mouth as
a primary source of transmission of this disease reinforces even more the need to follow
accepted preventive measures in stopping
the spread of this dreaded pandemic.
A team of researchers led by the UNC
at Chapel Hill and the National Institute of
Dental and Craniofacial Research reported
that coronavirus can take hold in the salivary glands where it replicates, and in some
cases becomes the source of infection that
leads to prolonged disease when infected
saliva is swallowed into the gastrointestinal
tract or aspirated to the lungs where it can
lead to pneumonia.
In other words, the salivary gland may
become the safe breeding ground for the
coronavirus while the host remains symptom free. Before the infection goes to the
rest of the body and causes symptoms to
make the disease evident, transmission to
other individuals would have already taken
place.
Hence, no one can be deemed completely safe and pose no appreciable threat
of transmission to others. So, to protect
others, masking and physical distancing has
been encouraged.
This study examined the epithelial

lining (cheek and gum tissue) of patients
with COVID-19 and discovered that the
amount of virus in the epithelial tissue is
proportionate to the loss of taste and smell.
For example, the higher the virus count in
soft tissue and saliva, the greater the loss of
taste and smell. Further research will give
details how physiologically this nexus can
be explained.
Plans are afoot to form a network of researchers working together to create a map
of oral and craniofacial cells as a basis for
understanding how oral diseases affect the
body and what role oral health may play to
shape the COVID-19 response.
In short, dental scientists and researchers
are contributing important information
in the universal effort to stop the spread
of COVID-19 as well as other viral and
bacterial diseases.
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Manual therapy as integrated
approach to whole body health
As a physical therapist, I often see
people with multiple problems. The
prime concern becomes sorting out top
priorities. No more simply, "Do this
exercise, and your ankle will feel better."
Instead, we recognize the best way to
treat swelling is by opening up the lymph
flow affecting ankle movement, balance,
and strength. Our priority becomes
determining which techniques give the
most benefits in the least amount of time.
Many patients have numerous problems, which can slow the healing process
or progress with their rehabilitation program, such as digestive issues preventing
proper nutrient absorption. Others cannot sleep and some have chronic systemic
problems zapping their energy, making
it difficult to add muscle-strengthening
exercises to their daily routine, since even
doing normal living activities exhausts
them.
In these days of managed care emphasizing quick results, we need more
efficient and effective treatment methods.
This may include helping people sleep
better or improving their nutrition.
The health care system used to separate the various systems and established
"specialists," such as lung, heart, and
liver. Today, insurance companies have
made "generalists" more important. Now
we see a person as a whole integrated
system rather than a collection of pieces.
Physical therapists who previously
screened only the muscle and joint
systems have broadened their approach.
They understand how the supportive
tissues influence the immune system,
which is critical for the health of the
individual. Many techniques stimulate

Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., has been a
physical therapist for more than 30 years,
specializing in integrative manual therapy,
using a holistic approach. She can be
reached at Yonemoto Physical Therapy,
55 S. Raymond Ave, Suite 100, Alhambra
91801. Sheila offers a Qigong “Chinese
Energy” exercise class. Your first class is
FREE. Call 626-576-0591 for more
information, or visit www.yonemoto.com.

the person’s own healing process in a gentle
manner so as to cause no further damage to
the system.
Unfortunately, many medical procedures
and treatments do cause unintentional damage while attempting to promote healing,
such as the numerous destructive side effects
from medicines. An unwanted side effect
from surgery is scar tissue. A detrimental
result from exercise can be increased pain.
Solutions for health problems should
contain a multi-dimensional approach
including all of the various systems for an
overall maximum effect. Unfortunately,
taking one magic pill just doesn’t exist today.
Perhaps it never did, and we finally see the
situation more realistically.
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Genovese’s Italian Kitchen
self-serve dine-in is open
BY JEWELYN CO
With spring in full bloom,
the beautiful garden at
Genovese’s Italian Kitchen,
2900 W. Main St., and patio
dining remain open with a few
adjustments to their services
since the pandemic business
closures in March 2020.
Business has been running
quite smoothly for Genovese’s
since its re-opening in 2019,
but when the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions began,
this family- operated restaurant
had to make some changes to
ensure customers could still
enjoy fresh quality traditional
homestyle Italian food.
Chefs and owners Hugo
Molina and Aricia Alvarado
have learned that the only way
to survive is to work together
and stay focused. "It has been
a rollercoaster because of all
the mandatory restrictions
for restaurants to close then
reopen,” they said. “We had
to figure out how we could Chef Hugo, left, Chef Aricia, right, and their daughter,
operate with less staff, restricted Anaiz.
dining, and supply shortages.
Having a team that is versatile
helps getting the business running because for takeout and delivery only. One of the
you need a team that can pull each other's most popular dishes is the Margherita pizza
weight.We have to stay united.”
made with extra virgin olive oil, garlic base,
In the beginning of the pandemic, fresh mozzarella, garden picked basil, and
Genovese’s restructured to stay in business tomatoes. A must try is the shrimp scampi
by offering special meal boxes and made pasta dish, balanced with blended flavors of
deliveries throughout Southern California fresh herbs, butter, garlic, chopped olives,
to such far away locations as Corona and and cooked with sauteed shrimp with white
San Juan Capistrano. They also offered wine, then served over angel hair pasta.
pizza kits to create and bake one’s own Soon to be added to the menu are pressed
pizzas, giving families and children some paninis sandwiches, new itemed pastas,
activities to do. With very kind donations prosciutto, and salads. Buffalo fries debuted
from supporters, Genovese’s was able to during the Super Bowl and are still available
provide meals for medical workers and to be ordered. Beverages, beers, and wines
essential workers during the initial times of are available for ordering to go. Lunch
the pandemic.
menu specials are available from 11 a.m. to
The significance
of the health and
safety
of
staff
and customers is
important to Genovese’s, and they take
all measures possible regarding social
distancing
and
sanitizing all areas.
One of the changes
in Genovese's is
the dining service.
They are currently Patio seating.
not offering full
dine-in service yet customers can still dine 4 p.m. Wednesday to Friday.
Their new restaurant hours are noon to
in with a self-serve system while practicing
health and safety protocols. “We had some 7 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday;
misfortunes at times with our equipment noon to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday; and
being stolen outside on our patio, but closed Monday and Tuesday. Customers
we are very fortunate to already have our can phone in orders, walk in, or order ondining patio set up because we did not have line via third party delivery services such as
to go through the process of getting a patio DoorDash and Postmates. Genovese’s will
dining area built like most restaurants had soon offer direct online ordering through
to do. We count our blessings every day. We their website. Order takeout by calling
are grateful for our customers for support them at 626-289-5667. Follow them on
and for our local police for assisting with social media @genovesesitaliankitchen
patrolling and keeping our area safe,” Ms. on instagram, and @genovesesalhambra
on Facebook. Visit their website at
Alvarado explained.
Genovese’s freshly made-from-scratch www.genoveseskitchen.com for menu,
full menu items of great selections of online ordering, and restaurant hours
pastas, sandwiches, and salads are available information.
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Playing it safe: apartment
pets, assistance
animals, fair housing

Home is where the heart is and, for
many apartment residents, home is also the
place they share with a beloved pet. A new
crop of multifamily amenities designed to
attract pet owners has sprung up in recent
years, but not all creatures are cut out for
apartment life or make good neighbors.
Unfortunately, residents and property
managers don’t always see eye to eye —
even when the property’s rules are clearly
and expertly communicated. Debates typically center around which animals qualify
as pets, when is a service animal actually
a pet, and under what circumstances are
emotional support animals genuinely
needed.
Last December, the federal government
cracked down on the types of animals allowed to fly with their owners in the cabins
of commercial airplanes. Why do we care
what the feds are doing about the airlines?
The airlines and multifamily have been in
tune for a long time because we have the
same issue
The issue is that some people cheat and
lie to get their pet on an airplane — or
into an apartment — saying it’s a service
or emotional support animal (ESA) when
it’s not. There have been horror stories of
miniature pigs defecating in the aisle or the
so-called ESA or service dog biting the person next to them. One passenger required
28 stitches.
Meeting emotional needs
Rental owners are wise to be animal
friendly — and they need to be in order to
be competitive, since so many apartment
residents are bonded and emotionally
attached to their animals.
HUD shares guidelines
The biggest number of fair housing
complaints filed these days are related
to disability and the number one reason
under that category is animals. The Fair
Housing Act (FHA) makes it unlawful for
a housing provider to refuse to make a reasonable accommodation that a person with
a disability may need in order to have equal
opportunity to enjoy and use a dwelling.
HUD’s guidance can help housing providers differentiate between a person with a

non-obvious disability who has a real need
for an assistance animal and a person who
simply wants to have a pet but avoid pet
fees or deposits.
HUD generally defines assistance
animals as animals that are kept in the
household and not as farm animals or
other commercial purposes. According to
the Assistance Animals Notice, “housing
providers may not exclude or charge a fee
or deposit for assistance animals because
these animals serve an important function
that individuals with disabilities that affect
major life activities need in order to have
equal opportunity in housing.”
Under the Fair Housing Act, rental
property owners are allowed to ask for
more information such as a note from a
health care professional when processing a
reasonable accommodation request. HUD
acknowledges that documentation from
websites that sell certificates, registrations,
licensing documents, and animal gear “is
not sufficient to reliably establish that an
individual has a non-observable disability
or disability-related need for an assistance
animal. However, in some circumstances,
documentation may be reliable where
provided by legitimate, licensed health care
professionals delivering health care services
remotely, including over the internet.”
Rolling out the welcome mat
Asking applicants the right questions
and being specific can help operators handle any kind of ESA. Avoid the word pet
when prequalifying people. Instead, you
can say: “Do you have an animal that will
be living with you in the apartment? What
kind of animal do you have?” There have
been cases where the applicant said: “No, I
do not have a pet.” Then, after the resident
has moved in, the manager sees her out
walking the dog. When the manager says,
“I thought you just told us a few weeks ago
that you don’t have a pet,” the resident says,
“I don’t have a pet. This is my emotional
support animal.”
Even when apartment operators are
incredibly cautious, it’s impossible to
anticipate how each and every scenario will
play out.

The White House incorporates classic Greek architecture for more than its visual appeal.

The Parthenon in Greece provides a visual message on their form of government.

Architecture, democracy,
and America
Have you ever wondered why so many
federal buildings in Washington D. C.
are built with majestic vertical columns
that create dramatic shadows, multi-level
staircases leading up to the entrance of the
edifice, and stone and marble construction
materials?
These are characteristics of classic Greek
architecture. And it is no coincidence that
our Founding Fathers chose to emulate
this architecture into the Capitol of our
fledgling country.
This architecture was not chosen
because of its grandeur and functionality,
but it was selected for something more. It
was selected for what it represented. This
architecture represented democracy. This
architecture stood for something noble that
our country was trying to embrace.
The ancient Greeks created democracy
in the sixth century B.C. The word "democracy" comes from two Greek words.
The Greek word "demos" means people
and "kratos" represents the ability to rule.
Greeks voted directly on laws, rather than
for representatives, which we often do in
the Untied States.
The architecture of ancient Greece and
of the United States provides a powerful
insight into the character and soul of
its people. Every time the leaders of our
young country looked at the buildings of
our Capitol, they were reminded of the

objective of our country, democracy. And
they were also reminded of their obligation
to promote and engender democracy into
the lives of the people they served.
Classic Greek architecture may be that
civilization's greatest artistic contribution.
It employed many dramatic elements. Its
most striking component was the vertical
column. These columns would generally
have a fluted texture to provide more
granularity and character. At the top of
the columns would be additional artistic
details such as rolled scrolls and floral
corolla. The Parthenon in Athens is the
most internationally recognized example of
Greek architecture.
The columns of Greek buildings gave
a sense of strength, order, symmetry, and
balance. And these characteristics in turn
reinforced the critical Greek ideal of logic.
On top of the columns rested the entablatures. The entablature was a structural
element positioned horizontally on top of
multiple vertical columns and would be
artistically decorated.
The Lincoln Memorial, White House,
and Supreme Court Building in Washington D. C. are outstanding examples
of Greek architecture's influence on our
Capitol. Greek architecture also influenced
the architecture of Rome. The columns,
entablatures, and massive staircases leading
up to buildings make them all the more
>> see ARCHITECTURE Page 27
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Available only for the 2022 model year, the new limited production super sedan builds on the
immensely capable M5.

2022 BMW M5 CS Sedan
delivers more power, greater
performance, lighter weight
BMW is proud to announce the quickest and most powerful production BMW
car ever, the 2022 M5 CS Sedan. Available
only for the 2022 model year, the new
limited production super sedan builds on
the immensely capable M5, itself recently
updated for model year 2021, by delivering
more power, greater performance, lighter
weight, and exclusive interior appointments making the new M5 CS truly a
one-of-a-kind vehicle in its class.
The combination of increased power
and a rigorous weight-reduction program
through the extensive use of CFRP materials improves the power-to-weight ratio
to elevate the performance and dynamics
further enhancing the M5’s already very
high street and track capabilities.
For the first time, the M5 features a
four-passenger seating configuration with
M carbon sport seats up front and two individual bucket seats for the rear passengers.
The S63 4.4-liter M TwinPower turbo
V8 has been tuned to deliver 627 hp at
6,000 rpm, an increase of 10 hp over the
competition model. The torque band delivers its full 553 lb.-ft from 1,800 to 5,950
rpm, 90 rpm wider than the M5 Competition. The eight-cylinder’s engine redline
is 7,200 rpm. The high-pressure direct fuel
injection ensures precise fuel atomization
and fast engine response. The liquid-to-air
intercooling for the two turbochargers and
oil system with two pumps make sure that
the M5 CS is as competent on track as it is
on the street.
Combined with the reduced vehicle
weight, the high levels of power and torque
and working through the eight-speed M
Steptronic automatic transmission with
Drivelogic and the M xDrive all-wheel drive
system, the M5 CS reaches 60 mph in just
ARCHITECTURE From Page 26

imposing and demonstrate influences from
Greece.
The Romans added their own contributions to Greek architecture by adding
the Roman arch and refining the dome. A
prime example of both Greek and Roman
architecture in Washington D. C. is the
United States Capitol Building, which is
the seat of the legislative branch of the
federal government.
Locally, the Greek Theater in Griffith
Park, the Getty Museum in Malibu, and
the Federal Reserve building at the intersection of Olympic Boulevard and Olive
Street are examples of Greek architecture
on our local landscape.
Architecture can be more than just a
practical and functional building. It can
project a profound and noble message.

2.9 seconds, 0.2 seconds quicker than the
M5 Competition model. Top speed with
the standard M Driver’s Package is 190
mph. The M Driver’s Package also includes
a voucher for BMW driver training.
The rear-biased M xDrive all-wheel
drive system distributes the available 553
ft-lbs. of torque between front and rear
axles via an electronically controlled multiplate clutch while the Active M Differential
further optimizes power between the rear
wheels for maximum grip and lateral
dynamics.
The driver can select from three xDrive
modes including 4WD, 4WD Sport and
2WD. The Dynamic Stability Control system can be adjusted between three settings
to further enhance driver control — DSC
ON, MDM (M Dynamic Mode) and
DSC OFF.
The eight-speed M Steptronic transmission provides extraordinarily short shift
times and fast, precise responses to every
input of the accelerator. The Drivelogic
switch on the gear selector lever allows
three modes: efficient, sport or track with
extremely rapid gearshifts. A transmission
oil cooler ensures the transmission operates
within its best temperature range even
when the car is put through its paces on a
closed track.
The dual-branch, electric flap-controlled sport exhaust system, with quad
stainless-steel tips, fitted to the M5 CS
amplifies and enhances the V8’s soundtrack
while giving the option for quieter operation when necessary. The exhaust tone’s
characteristics are changed depending on
the selected mode — efficient, sport, or
sport+. Additionally, the M Sound button
can soften the exhaust tone for a more
understated note.

And if we do not stop to consider the
message, we can miss it altogether.
The Greeks established democracy.
And the concept of democracy is inextricably linked with the magnificent
architecture of Greece. Our Founding
Fathers of the United States did not miss
this connection. And they incorporated
this timeless message of democracy into
the buildings of our country's Capitol to
always remind us of the great mission our
country pursues.
Gary Frueholz is a realtor with Dilbeck
Real Estate, a past member of the Alhambra Planning Commission, a Certified
Senior Real Estate Specialist, and a Certified International Property Specialist. He
can be reached at 626-318-9436. See his
stories at www.garysstories.com.
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